Municipal Servicing System Specification - The Red Book Diaries

What the heck is the Municipal Servicing System Specification? What does it mean to me? To
you? Most people probably have never heard of this document often referred to as the “Red
Book”. But for many that work in Public Works & Transportation (and to a lesser degree,
Planning & Development), the Red Book is our Holy Grail. Basically, it contains all the
instructions (we hope) for constructing municipal infrastructure. It provides details for
everything from sewers to sidewalks, even tree planting.

Here’s the detail for a manhole - all of which ensures that each new manhole is built the same way for
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serviceability, and a long service life (100+ years).

Installing a manhole may not sound that complicated, but ‘us Engineering types’ have added so
much complexity to the detail that even a Philadelphia lawyer would have trouble figuring it out.

Prior to amalgamation in Halifax, Nova Scotia, each Municipality had its own set of standards.
After amalgamation, it was decided that all four standards would be combined into a new
document - the Red Book - which includes guidelines that can be applied to all regions. The first
edition of the Red Book was issued in 2000. In an effort to improve this first “kick at the can”, a
committee was formed early in 2002 to review and recommend changes to the Red Book.
Representatives from the Consultant and Development Community agreed to work alongside key
individuals from Halifax Regional Municipality to help create the latest version which, we hope



from everyone’s viewpoint, is easier to interpret and implement.

Is the Red Book now complete and perfect in every way? Not by a long shot. We consider the
Red Book to be a continually evolving document that will adapt to changes in construction
practices and new products. In fact, the committee has already agreed to meet again in early
2004 to review possible changes. However as time goes by, we hope there will be fewer
changes, less often.

Can you get a copy of the Red Book? Sure, hard copies are a 100 bucks. Does your business
unit require a copy of the Red Book to do its job? If yes, you may be entitled to a free copy. For
a copy of the Red Book, you can contact Clary White, Supervisor of Drafting Services, Halifax
Regional Municipality at (902) 490-4865. If you simply have questions about the Red Book,
you can contact me, Greg Rice, Design Engineer, Halifax Regional Municipality at (902) 490-
6872.
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