Halifax
Nova Scotia
Septeriber 6. 1963

His Worship the llayor
and Aldermen

City of Halifax

Nova Scotis

Your Worship,
I"adams and Gentlermen:

The Helifax Advisory Cormittee on
Hurien Rights submits for consideration b§ City Council the
following statement vrepsred in the interests of the
regidents of Africville, whose futurs has been for somne
time a concerm of City Council.

The Holifax Advisory Cormittee on
Human Richts is a volunteer non-delecrte group consisting
of residents of Africville and citizens living elcevhers
in Holifax ond its vicinity., The Cormittee wus formed in
Augusgt 1962, at the invitation of several residents of
Africville, to cdvire in matters related to an anticipated
clearence of the Africville land zrea for industrial use.
A list of the Committee's eirhteen merbers is appended.

The Cormittee hos met approximately
sixteen times on its own, including two reetings ot which
City staff members were present; once ot City Hall, with
representntives of City Council or City stiff; and five
tirmes at Africville; vhere public meetinss were conducted
by the Chaoirmmaon of the Cormittee ond =t which, on one
occusions City stoff rerbers vere present,.

It is cle~r that residents of
Africville h:ove :. strong sense of cormmunity. A survey
vhich the Cormittee conducted, through person:l intervieus
with one cdult merber in erch of sixty-nine of the
approxirately eighty frriilies living in Africville,
indicrtes th:it the cverrge =dult haos lived in Africville
for thirty-five yerrs. In reply to the question."If
Afrieville is expropricted; what kind of housing would you
like to have, cnd vhere4", riost resmondents indiccted thet
they would prefer To Live in the north end of the City znd
definitely in single-fumily dwellings with low dowm=payments
«nd low monthly repoyrments.

L It is elear, -lso, thot residents
of Africville vary in their ability to provide =cceptcble
housing accormodction for themselves. The Cormittee



submits thrt there =re at le~st two possible mecns by which
acceptoble housing nmirsht be made availobles

(1) By the formr~tion of = limited-dividend housing
corpcny on o non-profit besis (under Section 16 of the
Fotional Housing Act) for the advent-ge of Africville
residents financinlly able to benefit from such a formctions

(2) By the construction of high-density housing on the
upper slopes of .fricville, provided by the City of Halifax
in sgreement with - corpor~te body (under provisione of the
Tunicipsal Corporntion Supplement:ry Powers act, 1954) to be
mode ovailcble to persons disploced through the redevelopment
progror: ~nticipoted for the Africville zreo and, regoardless
of race, to other citizens of Hzlifux.

The Cormittee hcs concluded, in
view of its numerous nmeetings and consultntions, that
1) the complexity of property tenure in africville,

2) the strong sense of cormwunity in .fricville,

3) the proboble high cost of reloc-tion orrongements likely
to be ccceptoble rutuclly to ifridville residents and
the City of Hrlifcx, ond the copporent need for specisal
financinl oarrongements, ond

(4) the depressed condition off housing in afrieville, would

varront the City's t-king extraordinory mersures.

THE COIIT'ITTEE RECOIIEYXDS, therefore, that City Council

engrge o person of outstanding qunlifications, in treining

cnd experience, to study ifricville in depth ond for the
purvose of formulcoting snecific recormendations of sound
vioys ond reans of solving vroblems in housinge.

The Cormittee udvises thnt, =25 o
first step towords irplementing its recorrend~tion, City
Council bring to Hclifax o speciclist who would be requested
(ofter o prelirinary survey ~f . fricville, -nd discussion
with City stoff, with the E-lifax .dvisory Cormittee on
Huncon Rights, ond with other resources) to st-te vhether,
in his judgrment, - study in depth is indicnted.

The Cormittee's recormendction is
subniitted for the recsons intirmnted -npove ond, ~lso, in the
knowledge of an outstanding report published in 1958 by Dr.
Albert Rose, Professor of Social work, University of Toronto,
of Conoda's first extensive experiment in sium-clearsnce and
urbon redevelopments Regent Pork, Toronto. Dr. Rose's
report, = record of socizl ~nd adninistrotive significrnce,
igpressgs the Cormittee thot o study of like ealibre would
y}eld sinilar for-re~ching snlutions for .fricville, 4
biogrophicnl st-oterient ~bout Dr. Rose is appended,



Yours very truly,

THE HALIFAX .ADVISO&Y COITITTER
O HIT 4Y RIGHTS

He Ae J. Wedderbu

CHAIR AW

lpsts P Mol

Donzald F. Iinclean
SECRETARY

5787 Ogilvie Street
Helifox, XNova Scotia
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