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The first signs of winter have
sprung up at the Halifax Com-
mons.

A fence has been built that
will enclose a construction site
where a speedskating oval will
be built. The oval will be used
for a long-track speedskating
test event in January and for the
Canada Games the following
month. It will also be open for
public use before and after the
Games.

Heavy machinery will be
brought in Thursday or Friday
to level the playing fields, said
Terry Gallagher, manager of
facility development for Halifax
Regional Municipality.

“The big challenge from a
civil engineering point of view
is that you have to make that
site flat,” Gallagher said in an
interview Tuesday. “If you’ve
ever built a skating rink, you
know it’s not easy to build one
on a hill.”

Dexter Construction has been
awarded the contract to prepare
the site for the installation of
the track and refrigeration sys-
tem.

The first step will be grinding
up the topsoil and grass, Gal-
lagher said. That material will
be stored on site and used again
in the final stage of the site
preparation work.

Dexter also must install an
underground system that will
drain water back to catch ba-
sins. The southeast corner of
the North Common is notorious
for building up water, he said.

The ice surface and refriger-
ation system will be installed by
Custom Ice of Burlington, Ont.

The construction work won’t
interfere with the asphalt pe-
destrian paths that criss-cross
the Commons, Gallagher said.
But a grass path located in the
construction area from the wa-
ter fountain toward the Halifax
Citadel won’t be accessible.

The project comes with a
price tag of $2.1 million, which
covers construction of the oval
and subsequent operational
costs. The Games, from Feb. 11
to 27, will cost the municipality
a total of about $8.8 million,
while the federal and provincial
governments have each com-
mitted about $11.1 million.

The playing fields will be
restored next summer and will
be ready for use in the fall of
2011, according to the munici-
pality’s website.

(jmcphee@herald.ca)

Work on
skating
oval starts
this week
By JOHN McPHEE
Staff Reporter

BRIDGEWATER — A Lunenburg
County man will be going to trial
after all on charges of having
more than 40,000 illegal ciga-
rettes.

The case against William Os-
wald Russell of Barss Corner fell
apart earlier this year when a
provincial court judge ruled
search warrants were inadmissib-
le. That meant the cigarettes
found as a result of the warrants
could not be allowed as evidence.

But both the federal and pro-
vincial prosecutors filed an ap-
peal and argued their cases in
Bridgewater in July.

A Nova Scotia Supreme Court
justice has ruled the search war-
rants are valid, and the cigarettes
can be entered as evidence.

Federal prosecutor Mark Covan
said he intends to take the case to

trial. A date has yet to be set.
Russell was charged with six

counts under the federal Excise
Act and the provincial Revenue
Act after police seized 200 ciga-
rettes from a truck on Aug. 27,
2008 and 46,200 more when they
searched a home the next day.

Trial Judge Jim Burrill had
ruled that the investigating offi-
cer was negligent in not provid-
ing enough detail in the informa-
tions used to get the search war-
rants, or in establishing the relia-
bility of the informant. Because
of that, Burrill found the searches
violated Russell’s rights and that
the cigarettes could not be used
as evidence.

Appeal Court Justice David
MacAdam’s written decision was
released Tuesday.

He said the trial judge should
not have substituted his own
views for that of the justice of the
peace, who found there were

reasonable and probable grounds
to issue search warrants. Mac-
Adam ruled the trial judge fo-
cused on what was not contained
in the informations.

“The trial judge appeared to
focus on what was not contained
in the (informations to obtain)
rather than what was included.
. . . In my view, the focus should
be otherwise. It should be on the
sufficiency of the material in-
cluded, rather than on what
additional material might have
been provided.”

RCMP Const. Paul McCallion
had filed informations saying he
believed an illegal tobacco mar-
ket was being carried out from a
stall at the Mahone Bay flea mar-
ket. He was given a search war-
rant, and a search of a stall and
pickup truck yielded 200 illegal
cigarettes.

The officer received a second
warrant for a home and garage,

where police found 46,200 illegal
smokes.

Federal prosecutors argued the
officer provided sufficient detail
for the warrants, including that
the informant said the cigarettes
were buried in a refrigerator
behind a garage and that he had
bought some cigarettes that were
still damp from being buried.

MacAdam agreed there was “a
minimum of information” in the
informations but said it was not
insufficient. He also said the
officer was not negligent. He
ruled that, if anything, the offi-
cer’s failure to provide more
information could be seen as
“misunderstanding the suffi-
ciency of information required to
obtain a search warrant; in these
circumstances, it is not negli-
gence.”

The justice wrote, “There is no
evidence of deliberate and egre-
gious police conduct, nor evi-
dence the police deliberately
abused their power.”

(bware@herald.ca)

Illegal smokes trial to go ahead
Prosecutors win appeal to have search warrants ruled valid

By BEVERLEY WARE
South Shore Bureau

Interim Progressive Conservative
leader Jamie Baillie will confirm
today that he’ll run in the riding
of Cumberland South, sources
have told The Chronicle Herald.

Longtime Tory MLA Murray
Scott, 57, who announced
Aug. 10 that he planned to quit
the seat this fall to spend more
time with his family, will make
that official today at the same

news conference in Springhill,
clearing the way for the incom-
ing party leader.

Scott is a former police officer
in Springhill and was first elected
in 1998.

Premier Darrell Dexter said
recently that he’d like to get the
byelection out of the way as soon
as possible.

Baillie, 44, who resigned last
week from his post as president
of Credit Union Atlantic and is a
former chief of staff to former

Tory premier John Hamm, has
said he’s planning to focus on
rebuilding the party.

“I am convinced that we are
going down the wrong road with
the NDP government and I have
some sense of a better way,”
Baillie told a news conference in
August.

Baillie, who is originally from
Truro but lives in Halifax,
doesn’t have a seat in the legisla-
ture. He was confirmed as the
party’s sole leadership candidate

after the August deadline passed
without anybody else entering
the race and was named interim
leader shortly afterward.

The Tories still plan to hold a
leadership convention in October
to officially install Baillie as the
boss. He follows former premier
Rodney MacDonald as head of
the Conservatives; MacDonald
resigned the post after a devas-
tating defeat in the provincial
election of June 2009 and quit as
MLA a year ago.

The Tories have eights seats of
52 in the legislature.

(jsimpson@herald.ca)

Jamie Baillie is expected to announce today that he intends to run for the Tories in a byelection in Cumberland South, the riding now
represented by Murray Scott. (CHRISTIAN LAFORCE / Staff)

Baillie eyes Cumberland South
Sources: Interim Tory boss to confirm today he’ll run in riding

By JEFFREY SIMPSON
Provincial Reporter

Enter to WIN 1 of 6 $10,000 WestJet Vacations travel prizes.
See The Chronicle Herald on Friday, September 10, 2010 

for the first game board.
*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Contest is open to residents of Nova Scotia over the age of majority at the time of entry. Contest opens on September 10, 2010 at 5:00 a.m. Atlantic Time and closes on October 29, 2010 at 11:59 p.m. Atlantic Time. To enter, obtain a game board and complete it with all six game pieces (published in The Chronicle Herald) and drop off  entry c/o Fly Free Contest - Week One, The Chronicle
Herald, 2717 Joseph Howe Drive, Halifax (during regular business hours) or mail your entry c/o Fly Free Contest - Week One, The Chronicle Herald, P.O. Box 938, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3J 3S5. Six winners will receive an $8,000 travel credit to be used towards WestJet fl ights or WestJet Vacations packages (winner must select) plus $2,000 cash (retail value of $10,000). Certain restrictions apply. Must answer a skill-testing
question to win. Employees of sponsors and their agents and affi  liates, and household and/or immediate family members are not eligible. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received. Full contest rules are available at The Chronicle Herald and at TheChronicleHerald.ca/FlyFree

FLY FREE CONTEST

Play daily to WIN 1 of 6 $10,000 WestJet Vacations travel prizes.
Play your way to a getaway.

WestJet Vacations has everything
you need to build your perfect 
vacation experience:

• Air, hotel and attraction deals
• All-inclusive vacations 
• Over 43 destinations to choose from


