
PO Box 1749

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3A5, Canada

Item No.    10.1.9    
Halifax Regional Council

January 26, 2010

TO: Mayor Kelly and Members of Halifax Regional Council

SUBMITTED BY: ___________________________________________________________
Dan English, Chief Administrative Officer

___________________________________________________________
Wayne Anstey, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer - Operations

DATE: January 7, 2010

SUBJECT: Nova Scotia Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal - Pedestrian
Activated Flashing Amber Beacon Cost Sharing Program 2008-09
Agreement

ORIGIN

This report originates as a result of the joint Crosswalk Safety Task Force between the Nova Scotia
Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal (NSTIR) and the Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM).

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that:

1. His Worship the Mayor and the Municipal Clerk be authorized, by resolution of Regional
Council, to sign on behalf of  HRM, the Pedestrian Activated Flashing Amber Beacon Cost
Sharing Program 2008-09 Agreement between HRM and NSTIR, a three-year agreement,
as outlined in the Discussion Section of this report.

2. Council approve an increase of $25,000 in capital project No.CTU01085 - Traffic Signal
Installation to account for the cost sharing as outlined in the Budget Implications section of
this report. 
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BACKGROUND

In April 2007, the Nova Scotia Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal and Mayor
Peter Kelly appointed the Crosswalk Safety Task Force.  The objective of the Task Force was to
identify strategies and measures to improve crosswalk safety in Nova Scotia.  The report of the Task
Force was completed in December 2007 and submitted to the Minister and Mayor in January 2008.
It was released on April 10, 2008.  The report recommended that the Province and Municipalities
consider upgrading pedestrian activated flashing amber beacons to increase the visibility of the
beacons.  In response to this recommendation NSTIR has established a three year funding program
to assist the municipalities with the costs associated with upgrading pedestrian activated flashing
amber beacons.  

DISCUSSION

It would be the municipalities’ responsibility to perform the upgrades.  If this agreement were to be
signed, NSTIR agrees to share up to fifty percent (50%) of eligible costs incurred by the Municipality
between April 1, 2008 and March 31, 2012.  In the agreement, NSTIR has outlined the criteria that
must be followed in order for the HRM to receive funding and has included a list of forty-four (44)
locations that are the subject of the agreement (see attached report).  The total funding by NSTIR to
HRM for cost sharing pursuant to this agreement shall not exceed $95,000. 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

Funding by NSTIR to HRM in each fiscal year shall not exceed the following amounts: 2009-2010
($25 000), 2010-2011 ($35 000), 2011-2012 ($35 000). Current and future fiscal years budgets will
be adjusted to reflect the cost sharing. Funding is available in the Approved 2009/10 Capital Budget
from Account No.CTU01085 Traffic Signal Installation for HRM’s portion of the agreement.  The
budget availabilty has been confirmed by Financial Services.

Budget Summary: Capital Account No.CTU01085 - Traffic Signal Installation
                        

                                                Available Balance                                  $924,958.30
                        Add: Cost Sharing          $  25,000.00

Balance                                                                    $949,958.30

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES/BUSINESS PLAN

This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Year Financial Strategy, the approved Operating,
Capital and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the utilization of
Capital and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation.  If approved, there will be an
increase to the gross capital budget but not the net.
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ALTERNATIVES

There are no recommended alternatives.

ATTACHMENTS

Pedestrian Activated Flashing Amber Beacon Cost Sharing 2008-09 Agreement

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html then
choose the appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or Fax
490-4208.

Report Prepared by: Tanya Davis, P.Eng, Traffic Services Supervisor, Traffic and Right of Way, 490-8425

Report Approved by: _________________________________________________

Taso Koutroulakis, P.Eng, PTOE, A/Manager, Traffic and Right of Way, 490-4816

Financial  Approval by: ___________________________________________________

Cathie O’Toole, CGA, Director of Finance, 490-6308

                                                                                                     

Report Approved by: Ken Reashor, P.Eng, A/Director, Transportation and Public Works, 490-6637

http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html













