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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE  

LAND USE BY-LAW FOR PLANNING DISTRICT 5 (CHEBUCTO PENINSULA) 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Halifax Regional Council of the Halifax Regional Municipality that the 

Land Use By-law for Planning District 5 (Chebucto Peninsula) is hereby amended by: 

1. Deleting reference to the word “windmills” in section 4.19. 

2. Inserting into PART 4: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL ZONES, the new section 

“4.33  WIND ENERGY FACILITIES”  as follows: 

“4.33 WIND ENERGY FACILITIES 

(Refer to CHAPTER 7: WATER, WASTEWATER, UTILITIES AND SOLID WASTE 

section 7.6 Wind Energy of the Regional Municipal Planning Strategy)    

The use of windmills or wind turbines to produce electricity or for any other purpose shall be 

regulated in accordance with the provisions of this Section. 

I DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Section, certain terms are defined as follows:

a) “Habitable Building” means a dwelling unit, hospital, hotel, motel, nursing home or 

other building where a person lives or which contains overnight accommodations. 

b)  “Nacelle” means the frame and housing at the top of the tower that encloses the 

gearbox and generator. 

c) “Nameplate Capacity” means the manufacturer’s maximum rated output of the 

electrical generator found in the nacelle of the wind turbine; 

d) “Total Rated Capacity” means the maximum rated output of all the electrical 

generators found in the nacelles of the wind turbines used to form a wind energy 

facility;  

e) “Tower Height” means the distance measured from grade at the established grade of 

the tower to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation, or in the case of a roof mounted wind turbine the 

distance measured from the lowest point of established grade at the building’s 

foundation to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation;  

f) “Turbine” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of which is to 

produce electricity, consisting of rotor blades, associated control or conversion 

electronics, and other accessory structures. 
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g)  “Wind Energy Facility” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of 

which is to produce electricity, consisting of one or more roof mounted turbines or    

turbine towers, with rotor blades, associated control or conversion electronics, and 

other accessory structures including substations, meteorological towers, electrical 

infrastructure and transmission lines;  

i) “Micro Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of 10 kW or less, and is not 

more than 23 metres (75 feet)  in height. 

ii) “Small Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of more than 10 kW but not 

greater than 50 kW.  A Small Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the tower 

of which is not more than 35 metres (115 feet) in height. 

iii) “Medium Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity 

of more than 50 kW but not greater than 300 kW.  A Medium Facility has a stand 

alone design, on its own foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof 

mounted, and the towers of which are not more than 60 metres (197 feet) in 

height. 

iv) “Large Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity of 

more than 300 kW.  A Large Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the 

towers of which are greater than 60 metres (197 feet) in height. 

II ZONES 

For the purpose of this section the following zones apply as shown on the attached 

Schedule A-1 - Wind Energy Zoning Map.  Such zones are: 

(UW-1) Urban Wind Zone  

(RW-2) Rural Wind Zone 

(R)  Restricted Zone 

 

a) URBAN WIND ZONE (UW-1)  

i) All Wind Energy Facilities, except Large Facilities, are permitted in the 

Urban Wind Zone (UW-1). 

ii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 
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and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property,  

iii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.0 times the tower height from any adjacent property boundary, 

iv) Turbine towers of Micro Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property. 

v) Turbine towers of Small Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

vi) Turbine towers of Medium Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

b) RURAL WIND ZONE (RW-2) 

i) All Wind Energy Facilities are permitted in the Rural Wind Zone (RW-2). 

ii) All turbine towers in the RW-2 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 

and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower, 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property. 

iii) Turbines towers of Micro Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height form any 

habitable building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

iv) Turbines towers of Small Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 
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(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

v) Turbines towers of Medium Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

vi) Turbines towers of Large Facilities in the RW-2 zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 550 metres (1805 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

c) RESTRICTED ZONE (R) 

i) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the Restricted Zone. 

III  PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

All Wind Energy Facilities require a development permit.  The permit application shall 

contain the following:   

a) a description of the proposed Wind Energy Facility, including an overview of the 

project;  the proposed total rated capacity of the Wind Energy Facility;  

b) the proposed number, representative types, and height or range of heights of wind 

turbines towers to be constructed, including their generating capacity, dimensions, 

respective manufacturers, and a description of accessory facilities;  

c) identification and location of the properties on which the proposed Wind Energy 

Facility will be located;  

d) at the discretion of the Development Officer, a survey prepared by a Nova Scotia 

Land Surveyor, a surveyor’s certificate, or a site plan showing the planned location of 

all wind turbines towers, property lines, setback lines, access roads, turnout locations, 

substation(s), electrical cabling from the Wind Energy Facility to the substation(s), 

ancillary equipment, building(s), transmission and distribution lines. The site plan 

must also include the location of all structures and land parcels, demonstrating 

compliance with the setbacks and separation distance where applicable;  
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e) at the discretion of the Development Officer, proof of notification to the Department 

of National Defense, NAV Canada, Natural Resources Canada and other applicable 

agencies regarding potential radio, telecommunications, radar and seismoacoustic 

interference, if applicable, to Transport Canada and the Aviation Act; and, 

f) any other relevant information as may be requested by the Halifax Regional 

Municipality to ensure compliance with the requirements of this By-law. 

IV  ADDITIONAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

a) The Development Permit application shall be reviewed by a Municipal Building 

Official to determine if design submissions are required from a Professional Engineer 

to ensure that the wind turbine base, foundation, or guy wired anchors required to 

maintain the structural stability of the wind turbine tower(s) are sufficient where a 

wind turbine is:  

a. not attached to a building and is not connected to the power grid;  

b. attached to an accessory building in excess of 215 square feet and is not 

connected to the power grid. 

V  EXCEPTIONS 

Notwithstanding Section II a) and II b) the setback requirements from any Wind 

Energy Facility to a property boundary may be waived where the adjoining property 

is part of and forms the same Wind Energy Facility. All other setback provisions shall 

apply. 

a) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the following zones of the  

Planning District 5 Land Use By-law: 

a. RPK (Regional Park) Zone;  

b. PA (Protected Area) Zone. 

VII  INSTALLATION AND DESIGN 

a) The installation and design of a Wind Energy Facility shall conform to applicable 

industry standards. 

b) All structural, electrical and mechanical components of the Wind Energy Facility 

shall conform to relevant and applicable local, provincial and national codes. 

c) All electrical wires shall, to the maximum extent possible, be placed underground. 

d) The visual appearance of  the Wind Energy Facility shall at a minimum: 

i) be a non-obtrusive colour such as white, off-white or gray; 
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ii) not be artificially lit, except to the extent required by the Federal Aviation Act 

or other applicable authority that regulates air safety; and, 

iii)  not display advertising (including flags, streamers or decorative items), 

except for identification of the turbine manufacturer, facility owner and 

operator. 
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VIII MISCELLANEOUS 

a) Micro Wind Facilities shall be permitted on buildings subject the requirements in 

Section II a) Urban Wind Requirements and Section II b) Rural Wind 

Requirements.  

b) The siting of Wind Energy Facilities is subject to the requirements for 

Watercourse Setbacks and Buffers as set out in the Land Use By-law.  

c) The siting of all accessory buildings are subject to the general set back provisions 

for buildings under this By-law 

VIIII SCHEDULES 

a) Schedule - Map A-1 – Wind Energy Zoning Map 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE  

LAND USE BY-LAW FOR PLANNING DISTRICTS 14/17 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Halifax Regional Council of the Halifax Regional Municipality that the 

Land Use By-law for Planning Districts 14/17 is hereby amended by: 

1. Deleting reference to the word “windmills” in section 4.16. 

2. Inserting into PART 4: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL ZONES, the new section 

“4.34  WIND ENERGY FACILITIES”  as follows: 

“4.34 WIND ENERGY FACILITIES 

(Refer to CHAPTER 7: WATER, WASTEWATER, UTILITIES AND SOLID WASTE 

section 7.6 Wind Energy of the Regional Municipal Planning Strategy)    

The use of windmills or wind turbines to produce electricity or for any other purpose shall be 

regulated in accordance with the provisions of this Section. 

I DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Section, certain terms are defined as follows:

a) “Habitable Building” means a dwelling unit, hospital, hotel, motel, nursing home or 

other building where a person lives or which contains overnight accommodations. 

b)  “Nacelle” means the frame and housing at the top of the tower that encloses the 

gearbox and generator. 

c) “Nameplate Capacity” means the manufacturer’s maximum rated output of the 

electrical generator found in the nacelle of the wind turbine; 

d) “Total Rated Capacity” means the maximum rated output of all the electrical 

generators found in the nacelles of the wind turbines used to form a wind energy 

facility;  

e) “Tower Height” means the distance measured from grade at the established grade of 

the tower to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation, or in the case of a roof mounted wind turbine the 

distance measured from the lowest point of established grade at the building’s 

foundation to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation;  

f) “Turbine” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of which is to 

produce electricity, consisting of rotor blades, associated control or conversion 

electronics, and other accessory structures. 
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g)  “Wind Energy Facility” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of 

which is to produce electricity, consisting of one or more roof mounted turbines or    

turbine towers, with rotor blades, associated control or conversion electronics, and 

other accessory structures including substations, meteorological towers, electrical 

infrastructure and transmission lines;  

i) “Micro Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of 10 kW or less, and is not 

more than 23 metres (75 feet)  in height. 

ii) “Small Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of more than 10 kW but not 

greater than 50 kW.  A Small Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the tower 

of which is not more than 35 metres (115 feet) in height. 

iii) “Medium Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity 

of more than 50 kW but not greater than 300 kW.  A Medium Facility has a stand 

alone design, on its own foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof 

mounted, and the towers of which are not more than 60 metres (197 feet) in 

height. 

iv) “Large Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity of 

more than 300 kW.  A Large Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the 

towers of which are greater than 60 metres (197 feet) in height. 

II ZONES 

For the purpose of this section the following zones apply as shown on the attached 

Schedule A-1 - Wind Energy Zoning Map.  Such zones are: 

(UW-1) Urban Wind Zone  

(RW-2) Rural Wind Zone 

(R)  Restricted Zone 

 

a) URBAN WIND ZONE (UW-1)  

i) All Wind Energy Facilities, except Large Facilities, are permitted in the 

Urban Wind Zone (UW-1). 

ii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 
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and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property,  

iii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.0 times the tower height from any adjacent property boundary, 

iv) Turbine towers of Micro Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property. 

v) Turbine towers of Small Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

vi) Turbine towers of Medium Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

b) RURAL WIND ZONE (RW-2) 

i) All Wind Energy Facilities are permitted in the Rural Wind Zone (RW-2). 

ii) All turbine towers in the RW-2 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 

and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower, 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property. 

iii) Turbines towers of Micro Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height form any 

habitable building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

iv) Turbines towers of Small Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 
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(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

v) Turbines towers of Medium Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

vi) Turbines towers of Large Facilities in the RW-2 zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 550 metres (1805 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

c) RESTRICTED ZONE (R) 

i) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the Restricted Zone. 

III  PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

All Wind Energy Facilities require a development permit.  The permit application shall 

contain the following:   

a) a description of the proposed Wind Energy Facility, including an overview of the 

project;  the proposed total rated capacity of the Wind Energy Facility;  

b) the proposed number, representative types, and height or range of heights of wind 

turbines towers to be constructed, including their generating capacity, dimensions, 

respective manufacturers, and a description of accessory facilities;  

c) identification and location of the properties on which the proposed Wind Energy 

Facility will be located;  

d) at the discretion of the Development Officer, a survey prepared by a Nova Scotia 

Land Surveyor, a surveyor’s certificate, or a site plan showing the planned location of 

all wind turbines towers, property lines, setback lines, access roads, turnout locations, 

substation(s), electrical cabling from the Wind Energy Facility to the substation(s), 

ancillary equipment, building(s), transmission and distribution lines. The site plan 

must also include the location of all structures and land parcels, demonstrating 

compliance with the setbacks and separation distance where applicable;  



3 - 106 

Project 00953:  Wind Energy Facilities in HRM  May 24, 2011 

Regional Council  Attachment B 

106 

 

e) at the discretion of the Development Officer, proof of notification to the Department 

of National Defense, NAV Canada, Natural Resources Canada and other applicable 

agencies regarding potential radio, telecommunications, radar and seismoacoustic 

interference, if applicable, to Transport Canada and the Aviation Act; and, 

f) any other relevant information as may be requested by the Halifax Regional 

Municipality to ensure compliance with the requirements of this By-law. 

IV  ADDITIONAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

a) The Development Permit application shall be reviewed by a Municipal Building 

Official to determine if design submissions are required from a Professional Engineer 

to ensure that the wind turbine base, foundation, or guy wired anchors required to 

maintain the structural stability of the wind turbine tower(s) are sufficient where a 

wind turbine is:  

a. not attached to a building and is not connected to the power grid;  

b. attached to an accessory building in excess of 215 square feet and is not 

connected to the power grid. 

V  EXCEPTIONS 

Notwithstanding Section II a) and II b) the setback requirements from any Wind 

Energy Facility to a property boundary may be waived where the adjoining property 

is part of and forms the same Wind Energy Facility. All other setback provisions shall 

apply. 

a) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the following zones of the  Planning 

Districts 14/17 Land Use By-law: 

a. RPK (Regional Park) Zone;  

b. PA (Protected Area) Zone. 

VII  INSTALLATION AND DESIGN 

a) The installation and design of a Wind Energy Facility shall conform to applicable 

industry standards. 

b) All structural, electrical and mechanical components of the Wind Energy Facility 

shall conform to relevant and applicable local, provincial and national codes. 

c) All electrical wires shall, to the maximum extent possible, be placed underground. 

d) The visual appearance of  the Wind Energy Facility shall at a minimum: 

i) be a non-obtrusive colour such as white, off-white or gray; 
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ii) not be artificially lit, except to the extent required by the Federal Aviation Act 

or other applicable authority that regulates air safety; and, 

iii)  not display advertising (including flags, streamers or decorative items), 

except for identification of the turbine manufacturer, facility owner and 

operator.
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VIII MISCELLANEOUS 

a) Micro Wind Facilities shall be permitted on buildings subject the requirements in 

Section II a) Urban Wind Requirements and Section II b) Rural Wind 

Requirements.  

b) The siting of Wind Energy Facilities is subject to the requirements for 

Watercourse Setbacks and Buffers as set out in the Land Use By-law.  

c) The siting of all accessory buildings are subject to the general set back provisions 

for buildings under this By-law 

VIIII SCHEDULES 

a) Schedule - Map A-1 – Wind Energy Zoning Map 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE  

LAND USE BY-LAW FOR DISTRICTS 8 & 9 (LAKE ECHO/PORTER’S LAKE) 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Halifax Regional Council of the Halifax Regional Municipality that the 

Land Use By-law for Planning Districts 8 & 9 is hereby amended by: 

1. Deleting reference to the word “windmills” in section 4.17. 

2. Inserting into PART 4: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL ZONES, the new section 

“4.29  WIND ENERGY FACILITIES”  as follows: 

“4.29 WIND ENERGY FACILITIES 

(Refer to CHAPTER 7: WATER, WASTEWATER, UTILITIES AND SOLID WASTE 

section 7.6 Wind Energy of the Regional Municipal Planning Strategy)    

The use of windmills or wind turbines to produce electricity or for any other purpose shall be 

regulated in accordance with the provisions of this Section. 

I DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Section, certain terms are defined as follows:

a) “Habitable Building” means a dwelling unit, hospital, hotel, motel, nursing home or 

other building where a person lives or which contains overnight accommodations. 

b)  “Nacelle” means the frame and housing at the top of the tower that encloses the 

gearbox and generator. 

c) “Nameplate Capacity” means the manufacturer’s maximum rated output of the 

electrical generator found in the nacelle of the wind turbine; 

d) “Total Rated Capacity” means the maximum rated output of all the electrical 

generators found in the nacelles of the wind turbines used to form a wind energy 

facility;  

e) “Tower Height” means the distance measured from grade at the established grade of 

the tower to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation, or in the case of a roof mounted wind turbine the 

distance measured from the lowest point of established grade at the building’s 

foundation to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation;  

f) “Turbine” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of which is to 

produce electricity, consisting of rotor blades, associated control or conversion 

electronics, and other accessory structures. 



3 - 115 

Project 00953:  Wind Energy Facilities in HRM  May 24, 2011 

Regional Council  Attachment B 

115 

 

ii) not be artificially lit, except to the extent required by the Federal Aviation Act 

or other applicable authority that regulates air safety; and, 

iii)  not display advertising (including flags, streamers or decorative items), 

except for identification of the turbine manufacturer, facility owner and 

operator. 
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VIII MISCELLANEOUS 

a) Micro Wind Facilities shall be permitted on buildings subject the requirements in 

Section II a) Urban Wind Requirements and Section II b) Rural Wind Requirements.  

b) The siting of Wind Energy Facilities is subject to the requirements for Watercourse 

Setbacks and Buffers as set out in the Land Use By-law.  

c) The siting of all accessory buildings are subject to the general set back provisions for 

buildings under this By-law 

VIIII SCHEDULES 

a) Schedule - Map A-1 – Wind Energy Zoning Map 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE LAND USE BY-LAW FOR BEAVER BANK, HAMMONDS 

PLAINS AND UPPER SACKVILLE 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Halifax Regional Council of the Halifax Regional Municipality that the 

Land Use By-law for Beaver Bank, Hammond Plains and Upper Sackville is hereby amended by: 

1. Deleting reference to the word “windmills” in section 4.17. 

2. Inserting into PART 4: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL ZONES, the new section 

“4.32  WIND ENERGY FACILITIES”  as follows: 

“4.32 WIND ENERGY FACILITIES  

(Refer to CHAPTER 7: WATER, WASTEWATER, UTILITIES AND SOLID WASTE 

section 7.6 Wind Energy of the Regional Municipal Planning Strategy)    

The use of windmills or wind turbines to produce electricity or for any other purpose shall be 

regulated in accordance with the provisions of this Section. 

I DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Section, certain terms are defined as follows:

a) “Habitable Building” means a dwelling unit, hospital, hotel, motel, nursing home or 

other building where a person lives or which contains overnight accommodations. 

b)  “Nacelle” means the frame and housing at the top of the tower that encloses the 

gearbox and generator. 

c) “Nameplate Capacity” means the manufacturer’s maximum rated output of the 

electrical generator found in the nacelle of the wind turbine; 

d) “Total Rated Capacity” means the maximum rated output of all the electrical 

generators found in the nacelles of the wind turbines used to form a wind energy 

facility;  

e) “Tower Height” means the distance measured from grade at the established grade of 

the tower to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation, or in the case of a roof mounted wind turbine the 

distance measured from the lowest point of established grade at the building’s 

foundation to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation;  

f) “Turbine” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of which is to 

produce electricity, consisting of rotor blades, associated control or conversion 

electronics, and other accessory structures. 
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g)  “Wind Energy Facility” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of 

which is to produce electricity, consisting of one or more roof mounted turbines or    

turbine towers, with rotor blades, associated control or conversion electronics, and 

other accessory structures including substations, meteorological towers, electrical 

infrastructure and transmission lines;  

i) “Micro Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of 10 kW or less, and is not 

more than 23 metres (75 feet)  in height. 

ii) “Small Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of more than 10 kW but not 

greater than 50 kW.  A Small Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the tower 

of which is not more than 35 metres (115 feet) in height. 

iii) “Medium Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity 

of more than 50 kW but not greater than 300 kW.  A Medium Facility has a stand 

alone design, on its own foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof 

mounted, and the towers of which are not more than 60 metres (197 feet) in 

height. 

iv) “Large Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity of 

more than 300 kW.  A Large Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the 

towers of which are greater than 60 metres (197 feet) in height. 

II ZONES 

For the purpose of this section the following zones apply as shown on the attached 

Schedule A-1 - Wind Energy Zoning Map.  Such zones are: 

(UW-1) Urban Wind Zone  

(RW-2) Rural Wind Zone 

(R)  Restricted Zone 

 

a) URBAN WIND ZONE (UW-1)  

i) All Wind Energy Facilities, except Large Facilities, are permitted in the 

Urban Wind Zone (UW-1). 

ii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 
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and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property,  

iii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.0 times the tower height from any adjacent property boundary, 

iv) Turbine towers of Micro Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property. 

v) Turbine towers of Small Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

vi) Turbine towers of Medium Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

b) RURAL WIND ZONE (RW-2) 

i) All Wind Energy Facilities are permitted in the Rural Wind Zone (RW-2). 

ii) All turbine towers in the RW-2 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 

and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower, 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property. 

iii) Turbines towers of Micro Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height form any 

habitable building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

iv) Turbines towers of Small Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 
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(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

v) Turbines towers of Medium Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

vi) Turbines towers of Large Facilities in the RW-2 zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 550 metres (1805 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

c) RESTRICTED ZONE (R) 

i) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the Restricted Zone. 

III  PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

All Wind Energy Facilities require a development permit.  The permit application shall 

contain the following:   

a) a description of the proposed Wind Energy Facility, including an overview of the 

project;  the proposed total rated capacity of the Wind Energy Facility;  

b) the proposed number, representative types, and height or range of heights of wind 

turbines towers to be constructed, including their generating capacity, dimensions, 

respective manufacturers, and a description of accessory facilities;  

c) identification and location of the properties on which the proposed Wind Energy 

Facility will be located;  

d) at the discretion of the Development Officer, a survey prepared by a Nova Scotia 

Land Surveyor, a surveyor’s certificate, or a site plan showing the planned location of 

all wind turbines towers, property lines, setback lines, access roads, turnout locations, 

substation(s), electrical cabling from the Wind Energy Facility to the substation(s), 

ancillary equipment, building(s), transmission and distribution lines. The site plan 

must also include the location of all structures and land parcels, demonstrating 

compliance with the setbacks and separation distance where applicable;  



3 - 122 

Project 00953:  Wind Energy Facilities in HRM  May 24, 2011 

Regional Council  Attachment B 

122 

 

e) at the discretion of the Development Officer, proof of notification to the Department 

of National Defense, NAV Canada, Natural Resources Canada and other applicable 

agencies regarding potential radio, telecommunications, radar and seismoacoustic 

interference, if applicable, to Transport Canada and the Aviation Act; and, 

f) any other relevant information as may be requested by the Halifax Regional 

Municipality to ensure compliance with the requirements of this By-law. 

IV  ADDITIONAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

a) The Development Permit application shall be reviewed by a Municipal Building 

Official to determine if design submissions are required from a Professional Engineer 

to ensure that the wind turbine base, foundation, or guy wired anchors required to 

maintain the structural stability of the wind turbine tower(s) are sufficient where a 

wind turbine is:  

a. not attached to a building and is not connected to the power grid;  

b. attached to an accessory building in excess of 215 square feet and is not 

connected to the power grid. 

V  EXCEPTIONS 

Notwithstanding Section II a) and II b) the setback requirements from any Wind 

Energy Facility to a property boundary may be waived where the adjoining property 

is part of and forms the same Wind Energy Facility. All other setback provisions shall 

apply. 

a) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the following zones of the  

Beaver Bank, Hammond Plains and Upper Sackville Land Use By-law: 

a. RPK (Regional Park) Zone. 

VII  INSTALLATION AND DESIGN 

a) The installation and design of a Wind Energy Facility shall conform to applicable 

industry standards. 

b) All structural, electrical and mechanical components of the Wind Energy Facility 

shall conform to relevant and applicable local, provincial and national codes. 

c) All electrical wires shall, to the maximum extent possible, be placed underground. 

d) The visual appearance of  the Wind Energy Facility shall at a minimum: 

i) be a non-obtrusive colour such as white, off-white or gray; 
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ii) not be artificially lit, except to the extent required by the Federal Aviation Act 

or other applicable authority that regulates air safety; and, 

iii)  not display advertising (including flags, streamers or decorative items), 

except for identification of the turbine manufacturer, facility owner and 

operator. 

VIII MISCELLANEOUS 

a) Micro Wind Facilities shall be permitted on buildings subject the requirements in 

Section II a) Urban Wind Requirements and Section II b) Rural Wind Requirements.  

b) The siting of Wind Energy Facilities is subject to the requirements for Watercourse 

Setbacks and Buffers as set out in the Land Use By-law.  

c) The siting of all accessory buildings are subject to the general set back provisions for 

buildings under this By-law  

VIIII SCHEDULES 

a) Schedule - Map A-1 – Wind Energy Zoning Map
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AMENDMENTS TO THE  

LAND USE BY-LAW FOR SACKVILLE 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Halifax Regional Council of the Halifax Regional Municipality that the 

Land Use By-law for Sackville is hereby amended by: 

1. Deleting reference to the word “windmills” in section 4.16. 

2. Inserting into PART 4: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL ZONES, the new section 

“4.33  WIND ENERGY FACILITIES”  as follows: 

“4.33 WIND ENERGY FACILITIES 

(Refer to CHAPTER 7: WATER, WASTEWATER, UTILITIES AND SOLID WASTE 

section 7.6 Wind Energy of the Regional Municipal Planning Strategy)    

The use of windmills or wind turbines to produce electricity or for any other purpose shall be 

regulated in accordance with the provisions of this Section. 

I DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Section, certain terms are defined as follows:

a) “Habitable Building” means a dwelling unit, hospital, hotel, motel, nursing home or 

other building where a person lives or which contains overnight accommodations. 

b)  “Nacelle” means the frame and housing at the top of the tower that encloses the 

gearbox and generator. 

c) “Nameplate Capacity” means the manufacturer’s maximum rated output of the 

electrical generator found in the nacelle of the wind turbine; 

d) “Total Rated Capacity” means the maximum rated output of all the electrical 

generators found in the nacelles of the wind turbines used to form a wind energy 

facility;  

e) “Tower Height” means the distance measured from grade at the established grade of 

the tower to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation, or in the case of a roof mounted wind turbine the 

distance measured from the lowest point of established grade at the building’s 

foundation to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation;  

f) “Turbine” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of which is to 

produce electricity, consisting of rotor blades, associated control or conversion 

electronics, and other accessory structures. 
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g)  “Wind Energy Facility” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of 

which is to produce electricity, consisting of one or more roof mounted turbines or    

turbine towers, with rotor blades, associated control or conversion electronics, and 

other accessory structures including substations, meteorological towers, electrical 

infrastructure and transmission lines;  

i) “Micro Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of 10 kW or less, and is not 

more than 23 metres (75 feet)  in height. 

ii) “Small Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of more than 10 kW but not 

greater than 50 kW.  A Small Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the tower 

of which is not more than 35 metres (115 feet) in height. 

iii) “Medium Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity 

of more than 50 kW but not greater than 300 kW.  A Medium Facility has a stand 

alone design, on its own foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof 

mounted, and the towers of which are not more than 60 metres (197 feet) in 

height. 

iv) “Large Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity of 

more than 300 kW.  A Large Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the 

towers of which are greater than 60 metres (197 feet) in height. 

II ZONES 

For the purpose of this section the following zones apply as shown on the attached 

Schedule A-1 - Wind Energy Zoning Map.  Such zones are: 

(UW-1) Urban Wind Zone  

(RW-2) Rural Wind Zone 

(R)  Restricted Zone 

 

a) URBAN WIND ZONE (UW-1)  

i) All Wind Energy Facilities, except Large Facilities, are permitted in the 

Urban Wind Zone (UW-1). 

ii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 
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and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property,  

iii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.0 times the tower height from any adjacent property boundary, 

iv) Turbine towers of Micro Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property. 

v) Turbine towers of Small Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

vi) Turbine towers of Medium Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

b) RURAL WIND ZONE (RW-2) 

i) All Wind Energy Facilities are permitted in the Rural Wind Zone (RW-2). 

ii) All turbine towers in the RW-2 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 

and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower, 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property. 

iii) Turbines towers of Micro Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height form any 

habitable building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

iv) Turbines towers of Small Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 
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(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

v) Turbines towers of Medium Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

vi) Turbines towers of Large Facilities in the RW-2 zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 550 metres (1805 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

c) RESTRICTED ZONE (R) 

i) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the Restricted Zone. 

III  PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

All Wind Energy Facilities require a development permit.  The permit application shall 

contain the following:   

a) a description of the proposed Wind Energy Facility, including an overview of the 

project;  the proposed total rated capacity of the Wind Energy Facility;  

b) the proposed number, representative types, and height or range of heights of wind 

turbines towers to be constructed, including their generating capacity, dimensions, 

respective manufacturers, and a description of accessory facilities;  

c) identification and location of the properties on which the proposed Wind Energy 

Facility will be located;  

d) at the discretion of the Development Officer, a survey prepared by a Nova Scotia 

Land Surveyor, a surveyor’s certificate, or a site plan showing the planned location of 

all wind turbines towers, property lines, setback lines, access roads, turnout locations, 

substation(s), electrical cabling from the Wind Energy Facility to the substation(s), 

ancillary equipment, building(s), transmission and distribution lines. The site plan 

must also include the location of all structures and land parcels, demonstrating 

compliance with the setbacks and separation distance where applicable;  
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e) at the discretion of the Development Officer, proof of notification to the Department 

of National Defense, NAV Canada, Natural Resources Canada and other applicable 

agencies regarding potential radio, telecommunications, radar and seismoacoustic 

interference, if applicable, to Transport Canada and the Aviation Act; and, 

f) any other relevant information as may be requested by the Halifax Regional 

Municipality to ensure compliance with the requirements of this By-law. 

IV  ADDITIONAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

a) The Development Permit application shall be reviewed by a Municipal Building 

Official to determine if design submissions are required from a Professional Engineer 

to ensure that the wind turbine base, foundation, or guy wired anchors required to 

maintain the structural stability of the wind turbine tower(s) are sufficient where a 

wind turbine is:  

a. not attached to a building and is not connected to the power grid;  

b. attached to an accessory building in excess of 215 square feet and is not 

connected to the power grid. 

V  EXCEPTIONS 

Notwithstanding Section II a) and II b) the setback requirements from any Wind 

Energy Facility to a property boundary may be waived where the adjoining property 

is part of and forms the same Wind Energy Facility. All other setback provisions shall 

apply. 

a) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the following zones of the Sackville 

Land Use By-law: 

a. RPK (Regional Park) Zone;  

b. P4 (Park Reserve) Zone. 

VII  INSTALLATION AND DESIGN 

a) The installation and design of a Wind Energy Facility shall conform to applicable 

industry standards. 

b) All structural, electrical and mechanical components of the Wind Energy Facility 

shall conform to relevant and applicable local, provincial and national codes. 

c) All electrical wires shall, to the maximum extent possible, be placed underground. 

d) The visual appearance of  the Wind Energy Facility shall at a minimum: 

i) be a non-obtrusive colour such as white, off-white or gray; 
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ii) not be artificially lit, except to the extent required by the Federal Aviation 

Act or other applicable authority that regulates air safety; and, 

iii)  not display advertising (including flags, streamers or decorative items), 

except for identification of the turbine manufacturer, facility owner and 

operator. 
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VIII MISCELLANEOUS 

a) Micro Wind Facilities shall be permitted on buildings subject the requirements in 

Section II a) Urban Wind Requirements and Section II b) Rural Wind Requirements.  

b) The siting of Wind Energy Facilities is subject to the requirements for Watercourse 

Setbacks and Buffers as set out in the Land Use By-law.  

c) The siting of all accessory buildings are subject to the general set back provisions for 

buildings under this By-law 

VIIII SCHEDULES 

a) Schedule - Map A-1 – Wind Energy Zoning Map. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE 

LAND USE BY-LAW FOR TIMBERLEA/LAKESIDE/BEECHVILLE 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Halifax Regional Council of the Halifax Regional Municipality that the 

Land Use By-law for Timberlea/Lakeside/Beechville is hereby amended by: 

1. Deleting reference to the word “windmills” in section 4.18. 

2. Inserting into PART 4: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL ZONES, the new section 

“4.34  WIND ENERGY FACILITIES”  as follows: 

“4.34 WIND ENERGY FACILITIES 

(Refer to CHAPTER 7: WATER, WASTEWATER, UTILITIES AND SOLID WASTE 

section 7.6 Wind Energy of the Regional Municipal Planning Strategy)    

The use of windmills or wind turbines to produce electricity or for any other purpose shall be 

regulated in accordance with the provisions of this Section. 

I DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Section, certain terms are defined as follows:

a) “Habitable Building” means a dwelling unit, hospital, hotel, motel, nursing home or 

other building where a person lives or which contains overnight accommodations. 

b)  “Nacelle” means the frame and housing at the top of the tower that encloses the 

gearbox and generator. 

c) “Nameplate Capacity” means the manufacturer’s maximum rated output of the 

electrical generator found in the nacelle of the wind turbine; 

d) “Total Rated Capacity” means the maximum rated output of all the electrical 

generators found in the nacelles of the wind turbines used to form a wind energy 

facility;  

e) “Tower Height” means the distance measured from grade at the established grade of 

the tower to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation, or in the case of a roof mounted wind turbine the 

distance measured from the lowest point of established grade at the building’s 

foundation to the highest point of the turbine rotor or tip of the turbine blade when it 

reaches its highest elevation;  

f) “Turbine” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of which is to 

produce electricity, consisting of rotor blades, associated control or conversion 

electronics, and other accessory structures. 
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g)  “Wind Energy Facility” means a wind energy conversion system, the purpose of 

which is to produce electricity, consisting of one or more roof mounted turbines or    

turbine towers, with rotor blades, associated control or conversion electronics, and 

other accessory structures including substations, meteorological towers, electrical 

infrastructure and transmission lines;  

i) “Micro Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of 10 kW or less, and is not 

more than 23 metres (75 feet)  in height. 

ii) “Small Facility” means a wind energy facility consisting of a single turbine 

designed to supplement other electricity sources as an accessory use to existing 

buildings or facilities and has a total rated capacity of more than 10 kW but not 

greater than 50 kW.  A Small Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the tower 

of which is not more than 35 metres (115 feet) in height. 

iii) “Medium Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity 

of more than 50 kW but not greater than 300 kW.  A Medium Facility has a stand 

alone design, on its own foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof 

mounted, and the towers of which are not more than 60 metres (197 feet) in 

height. 

iv) “Large Facility” means a wind energy facility which has a total rated capacity of 

more than 300 kW.  A Large Facility has a stand alone design, on its own 

foundation, or may be supported by guy wires, is not roof mounted, and the 

towers of which are greater than 60 metres (197 feet) in height. 

II ZONES 

For the purpose of this section the following zones apply as shown on the attached 

Schedule A-1 - Wind Energy Zoning Map.  Such zones are: 

(UW-1) Urban Wind Zone  

(RW-2) Rural Wind Zone 

(R)  Restricted Zone 

 

a) URBAN WIND ZONE (UW-1)  

i) All Wind Energy Facilities, except Large Facilities, are permitted in the 

Urban Wind Zone (UW-1). 

ii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 
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and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property,  

iii) All turbine towers in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.0 times the tower height from any adjacent property boundary, 

iv) Turbine towers of Micro Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property. 

v) Turbine towers of Small Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

vi) Turbine towers of Medium Facilities in the UW-1 Zone shall be set back a 

minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable building on 

an adjacent property. 

b) RURAL WIND ZONE (RW-2) 

i) All Wind Energy Facilities are permitted in the Rural Wind Zone (RW-2). 

ii) All turbine towers in the RW-2 Zone shall be set back a minimum distance 

of 1.5 times the tower height from any building on an adjacent property, 

and shall have a minimum distance between turbines equal to the height of 

the tallest tower, 

1. However the minimum setback shall not apply from the turbine tower 

to an accessory building on an adjacent property. 

iii) Turbines towers of Micro Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 3.0 times the tower height form any 

habitable building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

iv) Turbines towers of Small Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 180 metres (590 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 
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(2) A minimum distance of 2.0 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

v) Turbines towers of Medium Facilities in the RW-2 Zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 250 metres (820 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

vi) Turbines towers of Large Facilities in the RW-2 zone shall have the 

following set back requirements: 

(1) A minimum distance of 550 metres (1805 feet) from any habitable 

building on an adjacent property; 

(2) A minimum distance of 1.5 times the tower height from any 

adjacent property boundary. 

c) RESTRICTED ZONE (R) 

i) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the Restricted Zone. 

III  PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

All Wind Energy Facilities require a development permit.  The permit application shall 

contain the following:   

a) a description of the proposed Wind Energy Facility, including an overview of the 

project;  the proposed total rated capacity of the Wind Energy Facility;  

b) the proposed number, representative types, and height or range of heights of wind 

turbines towers to be constructed, including their generating capacity, dimensions, 

respective manufacturers, and a description of accessory facilities;  

c) identification and location of the properties on which the proposed Wind Energy 

Facility will be located;  

d) at the discretion of the Development Officer, a survey prepared by a Nova Scotia 

Land Surveyor, a surveyor’s certificate, or a site plan showing the planned location of 

all wind turbines towers, property lines, setback lines, access roads, turnout locations, 

substation(s), electrical cabling from the Wind Energy Facility to the substation(s), 

ancillary equipment, building(s), transmission and distribution lines. The site plan 

must also include the location of all structures and land parcels, demonstrating 

compliance with the setbacks and separation distance where applicable;  
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e) at the discretion of the Development Officer, proof of notification to the Department 

of National Defense, NAV Canada, Natural Resources Canada and other applicable 

agencies regarding potential radio, telecommunications, radar and seismoacoustic 

interference, if applicable, to Transport Canada and the Aviation Act; and, 

f) any other relevant information as may be requested by the Halifax Regional 

Municipality to ensure compliance with the requirements of this By-law. 

IV  ADDITIONAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

a) The Development Permit application shall be reviewed by a Municipal Building 

Official to determine if design submissions are required from a Professional Engineer 

to ensure that the wind turbine base, foundation, or guy wired anchors required to 

maintain the structural stability of the wind turbine tower(s) are sufficient where a 

wind turbine is:  

a. not attached to a building and is not connected to the power grid;  

b. attached to an accessory building in excess of 215 square feet and is not 

connected to the power grid. 

V  EXCEPTIONS 

Notwithstanding Section II a) and II b) the setback requirements from any Wind 

Energy Facility to a property boundary may be waived where the adjoining property 

is part of and forms the same Wind Energy Facility. All other setback provisions shall 

apply. 

a) Wind Energy Facilities shall not be permitted in the following zones of the  

Timberlea/Lakeside/Beechville Land Use By-law: 

a. WCRPK (Western Common Regional Park) Zone;  

b. P-4 (Conservation) Zone. 

VII  INSTALLATION AND DESIGN 

a) The installation and design of a Wind Energy Facility shall conform to 

applicable industry standards. 

b) All structural, electrical and mechanical components of the Wind Energy Facility 

shall conform to relevant and applicable local, provincial and national codes. 

c) All electrical wires shall, to the maximum extent possible, be placed 

underground. 

d) The visual appearance of  the Wind Energy Facility shall at a minimum: 
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i) be a non-obtrusive colour such as white, off-white or gray; 

ii) not be artificially lit, except to the extent required by the Federal Aviation 

Act or other applicable authority that regulates air safety; and, 

iii)  not display advertising (including flags, streamers or decorative items), 

except for identification of the turbine manufacturer, facility owner 

and operator. 
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VIII MISCELLANEOUS 

a) Micro Wind Facilities shall be permitted on buildings subject the requirements in 

Section II a) Urban Wind Requirements and Section II b) Rural Wind 

Requirements.  

b) The siting of Wind Energy Facilities is subject to the requirements for 

Watercourse Setbacks and Buffers as set out in the Land Use By-law.  

c) The siting of all accessory buildings are subject to the general set back provisions 

for buildings under this By-law 

VIIII SCHEDULES 

a) Schedule - Map A-1 – Wind Energy Zoning Map 
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