
by SHARO� HALLAM
In past generations, often all that was required to
organize a family reunion was a shout down the street.
These days it’s rare for extended families to live in the
same Province, let alone the same city or block.Which is
why family reunions, while admittedly more challenging
to arrange are that much more important. Too often
family reunions happen only during two occasions: wed-
dings and funerals, both of which are so frenetic and
emotionally charged that it’s difficult to renew friendships
with long-lost cousins or nephews. Instead, consider
using a milestone birthday of the family’s matriarch or
patriarch (80 is a great birthday) as an excuse for a
reunion. Or maybe your extended family has a long
tradition of getting together every year to deepen your
shared sense of history and to create newer and stronger
bonds. All of that is as important as ever; going to an all
inclusive resort makes the get together even more
memorable.

Always plan early and solicit advice. Plan a minimum
of 6 months to a year in advance so that family members
can both juggle work and school schedules to get time
off. When planning, remember there are age differences.
Amixture of activities should be included for all activity
levels – another reason why a good resort is a great
choice. One must be mindful of the cost, a group rate
will help reduce the price but remember there will always
be varying financial situations, and that one person’s idea
of a bargain is another’s concept of luxury.

What if you could have your wedding while you’re on
your honeymoon? That’s just one of the reasons couples
choose destination weddings.

Yes, weddings are usually happy, memorable occasions
for the bride and groom and their families no matter
where they’re held. But when they bring people to a
unique location, then your special day will be one that all
your guests will remember for the rest of their lives. It
gives your attendees the opportunity to explore and enjoy
a unique part of the country, or the world. It is also a great
backdrop for photographs and builds lasting memories.

The biggest commitment that occurs at a wedding is, of
course, the one between husband and wife. But when it
comes to a destination wedding, where you’re asking
people to travel to a place that is nobody’s home turf, the
commitment your friends and family are making to
attend is substantial.

By definition, you’re not going to be able to be as
hands-on when planning a destination wedding as you
would be if you were having it at the local country club
so it is even more important that there is a Certified
Wedding Planner on site. One of the points of a
destination wedding is to introduce your friends and
family to a special place. Don’t bombard them with so
many planned events that they don’t have a chance to
explore by themselves.

Researching the laws. Particularly if your destination
wedding is taking place outside the country, you will need

a Travel Consultant to do the legwork before you arrive.
Some countries may require a minimum residency, birth
certificates, or even blood tests for you to be legally
married. It’s also wise to make sure that your marriage
will be legally recognized when you return home.

Groups are considered to be 10 or more people. Presently
there is a promotion for 8 or more people who are
traveling together. It is a wonderful early booking
incentive promotion available with a nice lineup of
resorts. This is a great opportunity. Call me if you wish to
know more.
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