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Hello Halifax! 

Dear Neighbours,   

The first snow has fallen and many of you have questions 
regarding the parking ban pilot so I thought I’d send out a 
quick newsletter with the latest information on this 
program and a few tips on where you can seek parking 
during a snow event.  In addition, I wanted to share a few 
bits of information re:  upgrades to the North Common, 
and a few other things regarding our community. 

If you are Internet savvy, you may want to join my social 
networking sites: 

Facebook: Dawn Marie Sloane 

Twitter: downtowndawn 

Web Site: dawnsloane.ca 

I look forward to keeping you informed! 

Dawn 
Please email me at sloaned@halifax.ca if you would like to receive this 
newsletter. 

(We won’t share your info!) 

 

Your Voice at 
City Hall 

Important Numbers: 
Dawn’s Cell: 488-4812 

Dawn’s Fax: 490-4759 

Lynn, my assistant: 490-7177 

HRM Call Centre: 490-4000 

Mayor’s Office: 490-4010 

Maureen MacDonald MLA: 455-2926 

Leonard Preyra MLA: 444-3238 

Non- Emergency Police: 490-5020 

Sean Auld (Division Commander for 
District 12  - 490-5133 
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Snow Operations & Parking Ban Update 

HRM's Winter Parking Ban  

HRMôs Traffic Authority is implementing a one-year trial period for an am ended winter 

parking ban. The changes are intended to offer some flexibility to those who are most 
affected by the ban, such as shift workers and business owners, without compromising 

HRMôs snow and ice clearing operations. 

This year, the overnight parking  regulations, which can be implemented anytime 
between Dec. 15 and March 31, will only be enforced during declared snow and ice 

operations and, when the parking ban is in effect, it will run from 1 a.m. to 6 a.m. -  
ending one hour earlier than in previous years.  

Weather conditions and clearing operations will determine how long an overnight ban 
will be in effect. HRM will issue public service announcements to alert the public when 

the ban is in effect and when it has been lifted and timely information will be posted on 
www.halifax.ca.  

As the ban can come into effect at any time, itôs important for residents to take 

responsibility by keeping themselves informed and to plan ahead by securing off -street 

parking for the winter season.  

Frequently Asked Questions  

 Why did HRM decide to change the annual winter parking ban?  

Last spring, Council asked HRMôs Traffic Authority to consider some alternative 

approaches to the annual winter parking regulations. The Traffic Authority underwent a 
thorough review of a number of possible scenarios in an effort to address the concerns 

th at were brought to Council from those residents who were most impacted, such as 
shift workers and business owners. That analysis resulted in the decision to 

implement  a one -year trial period for an amended winter parking ban.  

The changes are intended to of fer some flexibility to those who are most affected 

without compromising HRMôs snow and ice clearing operations. 

This year:  

 the overnight parking regulations, which can be implemented anytime between 

Dec. 15 and March 31, will  only be enforced during decla red snow and ice 
operations   

  
 when the parking ban is in effect,  it will run from 1 a.m. to 6 a.m . ï ending 

one hour earlier than in previous years.   



  

 Why not allow alternate side parking?  
 

There have been many suggestions put forward over the years as alternatives to the 
overnight winter parking ban, including an alternate side parking system. Here are a 

few of the re asons why such a policy is not a practical solution for HRM:  

Å For small to moderate snow/ice events, a single overnight shift with prohibited 
parking usually provides adequate response. With an alternate side of the street 

policy in place, a double shift would be required regardless of the size of the 

snow event. For many events, this would automatically double the cost of the 
response.  

Å Winter conditions in HRM often result in snowfall followed by rain or quick 

melting. To prevent black ice from forming,  snow must be cleared to the gutter 
on both sides of the street so that water will drain.  

Å If snow melts then freezes hard on one side of the street while waiting to be 
cleared on the second night, plows will ride up over the hard ice or will plow up 

larg e blocks of ice which will then fill driveway openings. As residents are not 
often able to remove these large blocks of ice, special response may be required  

 

 Does the winter parking ban affect my residential parking exemption?  
 
Reside ntial and visitor parking exemptions allow vehicles to be exempted from the 

following parking restrictions on a specific street:  

 One-hour or two -hour timed parking  

 No parking for a particular 30 -minute period in the morning and/or afternoon  
 No parking for a particular one -hour period in the morning and/or afternoon  

When in effect, the overnight winter parking ban restricts vehicles from being parked 

on any street between the hours of 1 a.m. and 7 a.m. This applies to everyone, 
regardless of weather conditio ns -  even those who may have a residential parking 

exemption.  
 

During the day a residential parking exemption would allow you to continue to park in 
these locations regardless of whether the overnight winter parking ban is in effect, but 

you would still be  required to remove your vehicle from the street in the event of a 

storm or risk being ticketed and/or towed regardless of the exemption or time of day.  
 

So basically, as long as you are  not  parked on -street between the hours of 1 a.m. and  
7 a.m., or during/after a storm, your residential parking exemption would still be valid.  
 

 



 

  

 How do I obtain a release for an impounded vehicle?  

Registered Owners (RO) of impounded vehicles must obtain an impound release 
BEFORE going to the tow service storage facility. Releas es for areas under the 

jurisdiction of the Halifax Regional Police can be obtained only at the Halifax Regional 
Police Headquarters located at 1975 Gottingen St. in Halifax.  

 
Releases for areas under the jurisdiction of the RCMP would be made from the near est 

RCMP detachment. Only the RO of a vehicle can obtain the impound release by 
providing photo ID confirming identity to the front desk attendant. If the RO is not 

available (for example, out of town), he or she may mail or courier a NOTARIZED letter 

desi gnating another person to pick up the vehicle.   
 

Only the original of the notarized letter is acceptable, not copies or faxes. In the letter, 
the RO must be very specific as to who will be picking up the vehicle, along with a 

detailed description of the ve hicle itself (make, model, license plate number, etc.). With 
the impound release in hand, the RO or designate may then go to the appropriate 

towing service facility and pay the applicable tow and storage fees directly.  

In order to drive the vehicle off the  lot, the RO or designate must present:  

 a valid driverôs license 

 valid registration  
 and proof of insurance.  

 

Uninsured and unregistered vehicles cannot be driven out of the impound lot, but they 
may be towed to private property at the owner's expense.  

At the present time RCMP do not have any contracted towing service. The current 
contract tow services for HRP jurisdiction areas are:   

  
Halifax Peninsula and Mainland South Area:  

Ace Towing , 687 Prospect Road, Goodwood -  455 -1566  

 
Dartmouth Area:  

Ruggles Towing , 12 Lorne Drive Dartmouth -  434 -3226  

 
Mainland North, Bedford Area:  

A- 1 Towing , 29 Skyridge Ave, Lower Sackville -  865 -4575   

or 835 -4575  

  
 



 

  

Parking Ideas During Winter Parking Ban  

Many of us do not have driveways, so h ere are a few i deas for parking during a snow 
event:  

Free Parking: Across from the North End Memorial Library  

$2.00 a Night or $30 a Month ï Centennial Pool 

 

If you have any other ideas for spots, please share! Email me at sloane d@halifax.ca  
and I ôll pass them along to everyone!  

mailto:sloaned@halifax.ca


 

  

Update on North Common Upgrades  

The North Common, long a favourite spot for many, is set to have a 
facelift. While it will not be completed overnight, the changes are intended 
to make the area more attractive and create more uses so that everyone 
will feel welcome. On March 30, Council approved, in principle, the 
proposed conceptual plan for the Halifax North Common.  

 
Improvements in the plan include new lighting, path widening, plazas, 
seating,  field improvements, public art and landscaping, and more trees. 
Additions for 2010 include neighbourhood entrance plazas, pathway 

changes, turf reinforcing, and permanent power for concerts.  

Please click here for Presentation  

Oval Update  

 

Didnôt make the meeting? 

View presentation materials  
Online survey still available!   

What's Happening with The Oval?  
Click here to get your questions answered...  

 

 

http://www.halifax.ca/RealPropertyPlanning/documents/HalifaxNorthCommon_PowerPointPresentation.pdf
http://www.halifax.ca/skateHRM/
http://www.halifax.ca/skateHRM/OvalOpenHouse.html
http://www.halifax.ca/surveys
http://www.halifax.ca/skateHRM/documents/CanadaGamesOvalFAQ.pdf


 

 

Shrek & Fiona  to appear at HRM Christmas Tree Lighting  

 
(November 25, 2011) -  Mayor Peter Kelly, members of Halifax Regional Council and 

sponsors, invite you and your family to the 2011 HRM Christmas Tree Lighting 

tomorrow, November 26 at 6 p.m. in Grand Parade.  
 

This  year, join Shrek for some interactive musical fun. Shrek and Fiona's anniversary 
is coming and Shrek has forgotten!  

Can Frankie the Funky Forest Fairy Party Planner save the day?   
 

This free event is for the whole family and features:  
ƀ    Lighting of t he HRM Christmas Tree  

ƀ   A visit from Santa Claus  
ƀ   Good on Ya Band  

ƀ   Fireworks  
ƀ   Soloist Tamara Scheme  

 
Please bring non -perishable food items for Feed Nova Scotia.  

 

LED Light Exchange :  
ƀ   Bring two strings of traditional glass holiday lights fo r free recycling to your local 

tree lighting ceremony and receive one string of LED holiday lights in return -  a gift 
from Efficiency Nova Scotia and Nova Scotia Power to help you on your way to 

energy savings  
ƀ   Quantities are limited, based on a first -come, first -served basis.  

ƀ   One LED set per person LED lights use 90% less electricity than traditional glass 
holiday lights  

 
For more information, visit www.halifax.c a/hrmchristmastreelighting.html   

 
 

Local Events 

 

 

Oval Survey 

http://www.halifax.ca/hrmchristmastreelighting.html
http://www.halifax.ca/volunteerservices/awards/index.html
https://surveys.gov.ns.ca/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=l4KL677M
https://surveys.gov.ns.ca/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=l4KL677M
https://surveys.gov.ns.ca/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=l4KL677M

