A Message from the Muslim Community in District 14
Dear Neighbours,

We are sure that most of you are aware of the construction project at the intersection of Charles Street and St. Matthias Street in Halifax.  Named “Ummah Community Centre”, the project is sponsored jointly by the Maritime Muslim Academy (MMA) and the Muslim community in the HRM.  

The new building will have two main levels.  The upper level will serve as a Muslim prayer hall [mosque]. Visitors from all faiths are welcome. The lower level will serve as a community centre for the Muslim community and its neighbours.  It will consist of a gymnasium, which can serve also as a multipurpose hall, a lecture room and other facilities. The gymnasium will be available for the use by students of the Academy, the Muslim community, our neighbours and the general public in accordance with the policies and fees set by the administration.

In 1999, the Academy purchased two buildings from the municipal government. One building has been used as a school since 1996. The second building; old and structurally unfit was demolished in April 2008 and the construction of the new building started in July 2008.  Our neighbours residing near the construction site were notified in April, 2008 and informed about the construction activity. We would like to take this opportunity to thank those who responded with their comments and questions. We would like to share with you some answers to the common questions about the project: 

What does the word “UMMAH” mean?

It is an Arabic word, which means a community. 

How is the project funded?

It is funded by donations from the Muslim community, which has raised 2.15 million dollars so far. Furthermore, we were recently approved for a grant from the Nova Scotia Department of Health Promotion and Protection to help with the construction of the gymnasium for the amount of $768,000, for which we are thankful.  The total estimated construction cost of the community centre is approximately six million dollars.

When will the construction be completed?

Hopefully by spring of 2010 if all needed funds are available.

What is the Muslim population in the HRM?

About 20,000.
 Will you be using loudspeakers in making your call for the prayer?

 No. We have been doing our call for prayers for many years inside the prayer hall only.

For further information about the Ummah Project, Please contact: Dr. Hadi Salah: Email: Principal@MaritimeMuslimAcademy.Ca  Office Telephone: (902)444-3150, Fax Number: (902)429-0136

