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ney Landing in Dartmouth.

Geothermal system could
soon cool city buildings

Julian Boyle, an engineer with Halifax Regional Municipality,

Seawater-driven air conditioning on the way

The cold outside is already working to-
ward beating the summer heat in Dart-
mouth.

The Alderney 5 Energy Project’s geoth
ermal, cold-energy storage system is
charging up to help cool down municipal
buildings on the Dartmouth waterfront
this spring, Halifax Regional Municipal-
ity announced in a news release Wednes-
day.

The underground thermal energy stor-
age system, which the municipality says
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
over 900 tonnes a year, was constructed by
drilling 80 holes, each 150 metres deep,
and coupling them with a seawater cool-
ing system. Cold energy is then harvested
during the winter months and stored un-
derground.
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The project broke ground in Nmzember
2007 and was originally expected to be up
and running last summer..
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However, work by High Performance
Energy Systems Inc. stopped last Febru-

90 per cent complete. kL

The city cancelled its contract _wlth the
Halifax company in May due to the com-
pany’s financial troubles. City council
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over as general contractor. At that time, |;
the city expected the cooling system to be |:
working at the end of last summer. i

The first phase of the project was com- ||
pleted at the end of 2008 and “already the
project has resulted in savings of $350,000 | !
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