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And more. . .

RETIRING CHIEF – FUTURE CHIEF?  – Nine-month-old Charlotte Horton, daughter of
office manager Melinda Horton, stole the hearts of everyone at the retirement
reception for Chief Director Bill Mosher at head office Nov. 23rd. See coverage on
Chief Mosher’s retirement beginning on page 12.
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From the Chief’s Office Chief Director Bill Mosher

From Chief Director Mosher
– A Farewell Message
“I’ve Been Lucky to Work

 With So Many Great People”

I’d like to use this final FeedLine report as Chief Director to
express my appreciation for the outstanding people I have had
the pleasure and honour of working with over the years, as well
as to extend a warm welcome to our new chief, Doug Trussler.

I have learned to have the greatest respect for our members,
and I’ll take this opportunity to mention some groups and
individuals by name.

First, the Union Fire Club Pipes and Drums Band, as well
as our Honour Guard. This dedicated group of individuals
have come to not just represent our department in
countless functions, but they also create a very positive
image of the department throughout the community.

The band members contribute a lot on a personal level.
Like the Honour Guard, they make themselves available
24/7 and do it on their own time for their fellow members
and for the community. I have the greatest admiration and
respect for these dedicated people, as should we all.

Then there are our volunteer members. The highlight of
my career has been working with the volunteers. I can’t
help but to be impressed by the devotion they show to
their communities.

These people undergo extensive training to function as
firefighters and medical first responders. They come home
from their regular jobs and, time after time, they immediately
go back to work again as unpaid firefighters when a tone
comes in. They are an amazing group of people and their
ranks include a heck of a lot of just plain good firefighters.

Throughout the years since amalgamation, there is one
business unit in particular that has played a critical role in
holding our department together. The fact is we can take
all the training in the world, but we still need good equipment
under us when we roll to a fire if we’re going to do the job
right.

Fleet Services, which we usually simply refer to as
Mechanical, has been outstanding. At amalgamation, the
new regional department included a great number of aged

apparatus. Many trucks were run down, and many
were, frankly, unsafe. Today we will not find a fire
truck in any bay in any of our 60 fire stations that is
not a good piece of gear. Of course there are always
trucks scheduled for replacement, but in the
meantime thanks to Mechanical, they are kept safe
and in good running order

I’d like to especially commend the manager of
Mechanical, Paul McCulley, for his outstanding
dedication to his job. On a more personal level, Paul
is one of the finest people I have ever known.

Our career members, of course, have been exemplary
in the performance of their duties. Time and again
they have quickly controlled fires which, in many
communities, would likely have become major
events. And many of our career people are involved
in activities on their own time to assist the community
in many ways. These people are not just devoted to
duty, but devoted to the people they serve. And it
has been a privilege being their chief.

I’ve been lucky to work with so many great people,
and even luckier to have made some great friends.

Our new chief, Doug Trussler, has an impressive
background in the fire service and is well suited to
lead the department. I wish him all the best and am
confident in his ability to move the organization to
another level.
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The Last Alarm
Greg “Mossy” Colford, a member of the old Dartmouth Fire
Department for 33 years, including a year in HRFE, before
retiring in 1997, died on December 4th. Colford was a
dedicated firefighter who worked both as a career and a
volunteer member. While in Dartmouth, he was a volunteer
at the old Hammonds Plains Volunteer Fire Department,
now our Stations 50 and 51, for about six years. During his
last couple of years with Dartmouth and the new HRFE, he
commuted to work from Prince Edward Island where he was
also a volunteer firefighter. Following his retirement he
continued to be a volunteer firefighter in the Annapolis
Valley. He was 66.

Carl Everett Hartlen, who served 31 years on the old Halifax
Fire Department, died November 27th. He retired in 1988.
Hartlen was 78.

Ken Walker, who served more than 30 years in the old
Halifax Fire Department before retiring in 1984, died
November 8th. During the war he was a member of the Royal
Canadian Navy. On September 14, 1942, he was aboard
HMCS Ottawa when the ship was torpedoed by a German
submarine. He was one of 69 survivors. One hundred and
nineteen crewmen were lost including the captain. He joined
the department in the early 1950’s and at one time served
as treasurer of Local 268. Ken was 87. (see Thanks - Page 67)

DEPLOYED TO AFGHANISTAN – Lt. Stephen Koch worked his last shift at Station 62 in Harrietsfield
Nov. 4th before taking a year-long leave of absence for a nine-month deployment to Afghanistan. Koch
is a sergeant in the army reserves. He’ll take three months pre-deployment training at Camp Gagetown
and leave for Kabul early in the new year where he’ll serve as an advisor to the Afghan National Army.
He’ll return to the department next fall. Above, Lt. Koch stands with Chief Director Bill Mosher and
Deputy Chief Directors Steve Thurber and Roy Hollett at his promotion ceremony in April, 2010.
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Fleet Paul McCulley

New Pumpers/New Features
for Inner City Crews

Spartan Metro Stars Fully Computerized

Four new Spartan Metro Star pumpers, especially designed for
inner city firefighting, have arrived at Fleet. They offer features we
have not had on apparatus until now.

The trucks, which seat five, are fully computerized, with computer
screens in both the driver and officer locations. A camera mounted
at the rear of the apparatus provides a visual of what is happening
behind the truck as it is backing up.

The captain’s and crew seats, made by Bostrom, include a
mechanism that locks the SCBA in position so it can not be knocked loose in an accident. The crew strap
themselves into the SCBA in the normal manner. When they arrive on scene, they simply remove their seat belt
and pull a release and they can disembark with their SCBA on their backs.

All four have 500 gallon water tanks and 1250 gpm pumps. The hose complement includes 1,000 feet of five inch
supply line and 600 feet of 2 ½ inch line on the back. There are three 250 foot cross lay attack lines: two 1 ¾ and
one 2 ½.

These pumpers also include something which is new to most stations, a “bumper” or “trash” line. This is a
150-foot, 1 ¾ line located, as the name implies, on the front bumper.  With 100 less feet of hose to flake out, this
can be deployed faster than any line on the truck. Members who have used them have found a variety of uses
including garbage bin fires, smaller brush fires along a roadway, smaller structure fires and car fires.

There is LED lighting throughout: interior, emergency lighting, and scene lighting.

The rear crew cab seats three, two facing forward and one facing rear. A special cabinet for medical gear can be
accessed from both inside and
outside the truck.

There is a new feature for
compartments. There is an
adjustable tool board located
in the right side compartments
designed to hold smaller tools
so they’re not left lying in the
way. On scene, the walls can
be swung or pulled outward so
there is access to tools
attached to either side.

The pumpers will be going to
Stations 2,3,4 and 8 beginning
in the New Year.Our new Engine 8
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Photo 1 Photo 2

Photo 3

(Photo 1) In camera mode, the on board
computer screen provides a view behind
the truck when it is backing up.

(Photos 2 and 3) An adjustable panel at
the back of the right side compartments
can be used for hanging hand tools. When
needed, the panels swing out, making the
tools easily accessible.

(Photo 4) A cabinet designed for medical
supplies behind the officer’s door. It can
also be accessed from inside the crew
cab.

Photo 4

Photos by John Giggey
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Training Divisional Chief Chuck Bezanson

The More Things Change . . .

The Better it Gets – Especially In Training

This month’s Training Bulletin on the next page: Master Stream Set Up - The Standardized
Procedure. Please check our Google calendar for training opportunities.

Let no firefighter’s ghost say his training let him down. Train or Die.

Change has been a constant theme in the fire service for
decades, and some change is invariably coming with the arrival
of our new Chief Doug Trussler.

The Training Division would like to thank outgoing Chief Bill
Mosher for his support to the Training Division throughout his
career and wish him all the best in his retirement!

Wow! Take a deep breath, the Training Division staff has been
moving at the speed of sound for the last eleven months. The
entire division has gone above and beyond the call of duty to
complete all of the projects given to them this past year.

The division hit the ground running
with the introduction of the MSA
Fire Hawk BA. The delivery of this
training was a large undertaking
that required an intense schedule
to get the packs in service and all
members trained by the projected
dates. The accomplishments
continued on from there.

Change more specific to Training
Division has been rapid these last
few months.  Change has now
been seen in our volunteer and
career recruit training programs.
The final product has resulted in
22 new volunteers being fully
trained in 3 months, as well as 19
new career firefighters.

These members have been
subjected to perhaps the most
rigorous training program to date,
with a higher increase/use of
practical hands on skills for these
lucky new members.  The work of

the five Captains assisting with
coaching and mentoring our new
recruits cannot go unmentioned as
it was a job well done!

The recruitment programs (career/
volunteer) require a lot of work and
support from many divisions to
make it effective. The Training
Division would like to thank
Mechanical and Logistics Divisions
who did a fantastic job at meeting
our needs and goals. Whether it was
delivering equipment, supplies,
fixing broken gear. . .they were there
when we needed them. Thank you!!

As well, station crews are to be
recognized and thanked for
assisting us with filling bottles,
lending equipment and cleaning
bunker gear at a moment’s notice.
ALL went above and beyond to make
these programs a success.

Here’s an incredible statistic: during

the 2011 recruit training program 1,600
SCBA cylinders were filled by Station
7 crews!

We have been trying to change our
training service delivery within the
rural zones, a challenging goal to say
the least. We will continue to improve
training opportunities and
accessibility with new methods such
as portable CTC and on-line delivery
programs.

A big win for students was in the
Basic Firefighting program. Theory
was completed on-line, freeing up
valuable personal time. On-line
learning is a definite change for the
better – stay tuned!

Our third on-line Incident Safety
Officer course has also been
completed.

Feel free to call Training if you require
other training or materials.
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Training Bulletin # 5 

Ground Monitors 

Portable Ground Monitor Setup  

 
1.  Rotate Legs to the full open position 
2. Aim center leg toward target 
3. Set spikes with hammer 
4. Ensure lock pins are fully engaged 
5. Aim Discharge upwards (70 80 degrees)  
6. Secure Safety chain 
7. Charge hose slowly 
8. If monitor gun moves while charging, reset spikes 
 
NOTE: Double Hose Line Setup:  When securing two hose lines from monitor, ensure 
you secure 10 feet from monitor connection with Hose tool, webbing or rope as 
illustrated.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Double Hose Monitor Setup        Single Hose Monitor Setup  
 

Portable Ground Monitor Safety 
 

A. Rated GPMs should not exceed 800 GPM two hoses or 500 GPM single hose. 
B. Do not stand directly behind monitor when flowing water.  Firefighters will stand to 

side of monitor for adequate clearance should the monitor move backwards. 
C. Sweeping motion(s) should be in a slow controlled manner. 
D. Hose straps shall be used to secure hose to monitor. 
E. Safety chains should be attached to an immovable object when possible.  

Tied at 10 ft 
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Safety Divisional Chief Dave Meldrum

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Type of Accident
Time loss injury 0 0 5 0 0 3 1 3 4 1 1 - 18
No time loss injury 1 3 5 3 2 3 1 1 2 5 2 - 28
Motor vehicle 4 7 5 2 5 8 3 5 6 5 4 - 54
Property damage 4 2 3 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 2 - 16
Near miss 3 2 4 1 4 3 0 2 0 3 2 - 24
Exposure 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 - 4

13 14 22 6 11 17 7 16 12 15 11 0 144

A Year of Safety
2011 has been a busy and productive year in safety for Halifax
Regional Fire & Emergency. In the first 11 months, our members
reported 144 accidents and near misses. See the box below.

We appear to be “on track” for an average year in terms of the number
of reported incidents. We didn’t experience any permanent or
disabling injuries. Every one of these was investigated to find ways
to prevent reoccurrence. District Captains and Chief Officers are
responsible to investigate every accident and find ways to prevent
them from happening again. The Safety Chief reviews every incident
and forwards completed reports to HRM Corporate Safety.

2011. These included three incidents involving SCBA, a
motor vehicle crash, and a deployment problem with an
aerial.

The Safety Division delivered safety training to three
recruit classes, and worked with the Training Division to
create the first version of an online safety training
program that recruits can complete at home. This will
save future recruits a lot of time and allow them to focus
on “hands-on” skills training.

The Safety Division conducted safety inspections at
several work sites. We also reviewed more than 450
facility safety checklists submitted by HRFE personnel.
Every month, these were summarized in an information
report for senior staff.  The checklist was revised. The
Communications and Logistics Divisions launched the
new online Work Order Tracking System (WOTS) that
will help us be better informed about required repairs.

Safety related policies and procedures were reviewed.
Improvements were made or are underway to many

The Safety Division directly led the investigation of five accidents in

items, such as emergency traffic and mayday
procedures, control of collapse zones, emergency
scene rehabilitation, the conduct of detailed vehicle
inspections, respirator user health surveillance and
others. Input from the Joint Occupational Health &
Safety Committee and the Health & Wellness
Committee is always instrumental to improving
policies and procedures.

I was fortunate to participate in the excellent
Command Training Centre program (Blue Card)
conducted by Training Division. There is no doubt at
all that the principles and practices of incident
management learned in this program will have a hugely
positive impact on firefighter safety. This is a must for
any Incident Commander.

The Safety Committee and the Safety Division were
given opportunity to review tenders for new apparatus.

(Continued next page)
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Several recommendations were made and new apparatus
deliveries have many improvements over older designs.

The Safety Division consulted with workplace parties on
a wide variety of safety concerns on topics including indoor
air quality, asbestos management, hearing protection,
building security, diesel exhaust emissions, and various
training, equipment or procedural concerns. Work on
some of these will continue into 2012.

I attended quite a few emergency scenes where our crews
do the vital work in the hazard zone. It was gratifying to
see strong processes in Command, Incident Scene
Safety, Air Management and Accountability being
combined on scene to create a safer work environment.

Careful attention to smart tactics, crew integrity and
the appropriate operating strategy are also contributing
to overall firefighter safety. These are critical to
firefighter survival, and improvements in these areas
must never stop.

Finally, 2011 also included countless conversations
about workplace safety and accident prevention.
Phone calls, face to face conversations and emails
with workers and managers all focus on what we are
doing and how we can improve. Having these “internal
conversations” is absolutely critical to ensure that we
are fulfilling our responsibilities and all actively watching
out for each other.

2012 will bring us more challenges and opportunities.
By working together we can use them all to improve
our fire department safety performance!

(Continued from last page)

Members run an accountability board during this structure fire in Upper
Musquodoboit in February, 2011.

Photo by John Giggey
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Logistics/Operational Support Div. Chief Dave Smith

Maintenance, Servicing,
 Testing and Specs

Logistics Crew Always on the Run

On another note: We have joined other departments across Canada in becoming part of the
Fallen Firefighter Memorial being prepared by the Canadian Fallen Firefighter Foundation. See
recognition from the CFFF of our contribution on the next page.

It’s been another busy year in Logistics, and that’s
the way it’s going to stay as time goes along.

Now that our new MSA Firehawks are fully in service,
the maintenance program is up and running.  Our
equipment technicians are in the process of doing
required annual maintenance on our SCBA.

In the new year we will once again be doing our face
fitting (SCBA, N95) for all our members. The paid
staff will be done in January/February and our
volunteers will be done in March /April. The schedule
is very similar to last year. Please ensure that your
issued mask/station masks are brought to the site
as each mask in the system needs to be flow tested.

The Logistics Division establishes tenders for almost
everything we purchase. Defining the specifications
for these tenders is very time consuming, especially
for everything our members use during emergency
operations: ladders, bunker gear, hose, nozzles, rotary saws, etc. When we tender, a significant amount of
time is spent ensuring the tendered products meet our specifications and needs.

Once gear is purchased, much of it has to be tested. We have initiated station based testing for hose and
ladders. We have  also set up small repair facilities at various stations for  repairs and tool maintenance. This
will allow for a faster turnaround when it comes to equipment maintenance.

The Logistics Division  is a sort of a catchall for the department.  We process between 6,000 and 7,000
requests a year. The Division would like to reiterate the use of our online ordering system.   We still receive
requests via email. These are routinely denied, with an explanation that the online ordering system must be
used for 2 reasons: we are able to track our requests efficiently, and the individuals ordering can track their
requests as well.

In addition to all the specialized work, everyone in Logistics is cross-trained as BA Technicians, and all have
qualified to drive a tractor trailer so anyone in the division can be called on to provide the rehab or command
units wherever and whenever they’re needed at a scene.
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This certifies that a brass hose coupling used in the 
protection of their community by the  

 

Halifax Regional Fire & Emergency Servic 
 

has been used for casting a portion of the  
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A VISIT WITH THE CREW – Chief Mosher drops in for a visit with the Station 15 crew on Nov. 24th. From
left are Ali Duale, Mosher, Jamie McInnis, Capt. Cyril Fraser, and Ashley Branch.

Chief Director Bill Mosher Retires
‘Some Days We Didn’t Stop for Lunch – We Ran on Everything’

By John Giggey

Young Billy Mosher liked to wear his hair long. But he
soon changed his mind.

At 16, he applied for a part time job at Sobeys in
Woodside. He was told they weren’t hiring. Mosher went
home, cut his hair, and went back in two weeks. He got
a job.

Three years later, at 19, he became perhaps the
youngest store manager in the Sobeys organization.
That was fine. But at 22, after three years as manager,
he began to wonder if this is really what he wanted to
do with the rest of his life.

By 23 he was married and wondering where he would
go from here. His brother-in-law was Jack Holesworth,
a volunteer with the old Bedford Volunteer Fire
Department. Holesworth went on to become Bedford’s
first career captain, an instructor at the Nova Scotia
Firefighters School, and deputy fire marshal in Nova
Scotia. He retired in 2005 as fire marshal in the Yukon
after 40 years in the fire service.

Holesworth’s advice, therefore, was obvious. Join the
fire department.

Mosher took that advice and applied to both Dartmouth
and Halifax. He was hired on in Halifax in 1978. As of
this writing he still has not heard back from Dartmouth.

Holesworth may have played an even larger role. During
that hiring process, Mosher had never heard back from
Halifax either. Holesworth buttonholed one of the chiefs
and asked him how the recruitment was going – then
asked about Mosher specifically.

It appeared Mosher’s application had been set to one
side because no one could figure out why someone
would want to leave a job as a Sobeys manager to be
a firefighter. Holesworth asked the chief: “Why did you
want to become a firefighter?” Soon after that
conversation, Mosher was on the job.

Mosher was posted to West St., then Station 1. Two
engines and an aerial as well as the platoon chief ran
from that station. In those days there was also a
firefighter who acted as driver for the PC’s car.

Continued next page
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During his first shift he sat between the driver and the
captain in E-2, which was first out to all structure fires.
That was the Pierreville. It’s been restored and is back
at West St. as our funeral truck. In time Mosher would
become the driver of that truck for his platoon. In fact it
was the first truck he operated in the department when
he filled in one day on a shift just after being approved
as a driver/operator.

Mosher spent the next few years on Engine 1, which
responded to almost every call. “Some days we never
got back to the station for lunch,” he recalls. “We ran
on everything.”

Mosher was promoted to lieutenant in 1989.  The
promotion routine was grieved, resulting in him moving
up the ranks in a very unusual way.

As the grievance procedure dragged on, Mosher was a
lieutenant working out of what is now Station 7 on
Knightsridge Drive. Two years later he came in second
in a captain’s routine and was on the acting captain
list. That promotion routine was also grieved.

Then one day while Mosher was working as acting
captain at Knightsridge, the arbitrator handed down his
decision, throwing out both the lieutenant’s and the

captain’s promotional results. That meant that in one
day Mosher went from a lieutenant acting as a captain
to a firefighter, but he was still in charge of the crew at
his station though he officially had no stripes.

That decision was immediately appealed and eventually
the Nova Scotia Supreme Court would throw out the
grievances and confirm the promotion routine results.
But in the meantime a lot happened.

Chief Tom Power observed Mosher’s administrative
abilities and asked him if he would consider a promotion
to an administrative chief in the near future. Mosher
agreed.

When the court decision came down, in one day
Mosher went from a firefighter acting as a lieutenant,
to a full lieutenant, to a full captain.

It was about this time that one of our deputy chiefs,
Dave Starrett, died of a heart attack. That meant Power
had to make his administrative changes more quickly.
A few days later Mosher assumed the duties of an
administrative chief, still wearing his single lieutenant’s
stripe. The official promotion would come two weeks
later.

Mosher later became district chief, and then under
amalgamation, a deputy chief director of the new

regional department. He became
chief 4 ½ years ago.

He’s always been glad he cut his
hair to get that first job. But he
has no regrets about leaving a
promising career with Sobeys to
spend these last 33 years with the
fire department. And he’s looking
forward to more relaxing work –
developing some land he’s
acquired in cottage country and
having that home away from home.

Mosher’s days in the fire service,
however, are not over. He remains
a volunteer member of the
standards committee of the  Fire
Service Association of Nova
Scotia, an advisory group which
develops policies for minimum
standards for fire departments in
the province.

(Continued from previous page)

More photos on Page 14

Natasha Gibb of Human Resources and Mosher have a chat
during a retirement reception in the board room Nov. 23rd.
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(Above) Mosher  dropped by to visit the crew of  13 Quint following the reception. From left are
Capt. Wayne Snell, Mosher, and firefighters Reginald Bowes, Greg Melanson and James O’Donnell.

(Below right) Bill Mosher with (from left) Wanda Evans of Payroll, Veronica Faulkner and retired
Administrative Chief Mike LeRue during the reception.

(Below left) Mosher with receptionist Dorothy Fletcher. Photos by John Giggey
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High Winds & Debris Tie Up Units at Queens Square

Quint 13 under Capt. Nick Antoft had just finished a call at 40 Alderney Dr. during very high winds December 8th

when they were approached by city police about debris blowing from a roof in the area onto Ochterloney St.

With visible debris hanging over one rooftop, the crew placed their rig across the roadway, blocking the street.
They soon determined that the debris was coming from the roof of Queens Square. At 18 stories (there is a 19th

floor, but no 13th floor), it is the tallest building in downtown Dartmouth.

It turned out the decking had been removed and stacked to allow roof repairs. Sections of decking were now being
blown around by the powerful winds. E-15 arrived, blocking off Ochterloney at Alderney Dr. The two crews got the

sections to the lee side of the roof.
But they now needed to be secured.

It was determined that the winds
were too dangerous to continue
operations without  safety lines and
harnesses so Station 3 responded
in E-3 and Rescue 3. The materials
were no sooner secured when they
had to be moved again when the
wind shifted.

Units were on scene for several
hours until the winds died down.
Quint 7 and E-14 were also on the
call.

WINDY CITY — Engine 15,
Rescue 3 and Engine 3 sit in
front of  Queens Square on
Alderney Dr. in Dartmouth
Dec. 08th  after winds gusting to
100 KPH caused debris to fly off
the roof of the structure.  Roof
decking which had been
removed for roof repairs was
blown around, threatening the
neighbourhood.

Photo by John Giggey
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Halifax Explosion / Fallen Firefighters Memorial

Remembering the Halifax Explosion
“The War in all its Fury had Touched the Shores of Canada”

(Pierre Burton – Marching as to War, 2001)

Our Union Pipes & Drums Band and the Honour Guard at Fort Needham

It was around 8:30 on a sunny morning on December
6th, 1917, when the Imo, a Norwegian ship carrying relief
supplies to Belgium, and the French munitions ship
Mont-Blanc collided at what is known as “the narrows”
in Halifax harbour.

The Mont-Blanc, loaded with almost half a million
pounds of explosives as well as 35 tons of benzol
destined for the allied war effort in Europe, burst into
flames. Its crew piled into lifeboats and paddled
furiously for the Dartmouth shore where they found
shelter. They shouted warnings all the way, but they
largely went unheeded or unheard.

The Mont-Blanc drifted by a Halifax pier, brushing it
and setting it ablaze. That brought members of the
Halifax Fire Department rushing to the scene and they
began setting up to fight the fire.

At 9:05 a.m. the Mont-Blanc literally vanished in what
was the largest man-made explosion ever before seen,

or that would ever be seen again until the atom bomb.
The shock wave was felt in Sydney, 270 kilometres
away.

Almost the entire on-duty shift of the Halifax Fire
Department, nine men, were killed instantly. Over 1,900
others died with them. Around 9,000 more were injured.
Within a year, the death toll would run well over 2,000
as others died of their injuries.

The city was heavily damaged, with homes and
businesses covering about 325 acres, virtually all of
north end Halifax, being obliterated.

Over the years our department has played a major role
in the annual remembrance of the disaster. Here is
photo coverage of the Halifax Explosion memorial event
on Dec. 6th at Fort Needham Park, followed by our
own Fallen Firefighters Memorial at Station 4 on
Duffus St.
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The Honour Guard and
Band at Fort Needham
(above) and at our Fallen
Firefighters Memorial at
Station 4 (below).

(Right) Deputy Director
Roy Hollett lays a wreath
at the memorial at Fort
Needham for those killed
in the Halifax Explosion.

(Left) FF Sherry Dean
salutes as MLA Maureen
MacDonald laid a wreath
at the Fallen Firefighters
monument at Station 4.
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Halifax Explosion / Fallen Firefighters Memorial

           (Above) E-4 Capt.  Luke  Whiting  gives a   reading
      during  the  ceremony.  Beside  him  is  Firefighter Chris
 Camp who  acted as  master of  ceremonies for the memorial.

(Below)  Retired  Capt. Gerry  McNeil  and  Capt. Jim  Martell of
Quint 7 conduct the tolling of the bell ceremony. Honour Guard
          member Capt. Paul Edwards is in the background.
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Laying wreaths at the Fallen Firefighters Memorial. Clockwise
from above are: Retired Dartmouth Chief Mike Lawlor on behalf
of the Retired Dartmouth Fire Veterans Association.
Administrative Chief Brian Gray on behalf of members killed in
the Halifax Explosion. FF Craig Perrier of the Honour Guard is
the escort. Capt. Jim Gates on behalf of IAFF Local 268.

Below, Honour Guard members at Fort Needham Park.
FF/Engineer Dave Geldart of Station 3 is in the foreground, along
with firefighters Chris Powell of Station 17 (left) and Steve Fenner
of Engine 8.

All Photos by Veronica Faulkner and John Giggey
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Halifax Explosion / Fallen Firefighters Memorial
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Firefighter Memorial Line of Duty Deaths – By Date

• Lieutenant Edward Frederick of the Union Protection Company: structure fire, Cornwallis
and Brunswick Streets. April 14, 1878
• Firefighter Rufus Keating of the Halifax Fire Department: hardware store fire on Lower
Water Street. January 19, 1894
•  Lt. William Lewin of the Halifax Fire Department: structure fire on Tower Rd. Injured on
March 04, 1898. Died two months later on May 08.
•  Hoseman/Driver Michael Sullivan of the Halifax Fire Department. Suffered smoke inhalation
at a structure fire at the Moirs factory and died a few days later on March 02, 1903.
• Hoseman James Tynan of the Halifax Fire Department: killed during a fire at the Nova Scotia
Furniture Co. on Argyle Street. June 9, 1909.
•  Hoseman/Driver William Knapman Jr. of the Halifax Fire Department was fatally injured
when one of the fire horses he was unhitching broke loose and dragged him up Buckingham
on April 21, 1915.

The following members died when the French ammunition ship Mont Blanc and the Belgian
cargo ship Imo collided in Halifax harbour on December 06, 1917:

               Chief Edward B. Condon                          Deputy Chief William P. Brunt
               Capt. Michael Maltus Capt. William Broderick
               Hoseman John Spruin Hoseman Frank Killeen
               Hoseman Frank Leahy Hoseman John Duggan

Hoseman Walter Hennessey

•  Hoseman William P. Gorman of the Halifax Fire Department died from smoke inhalation
while fighting a fire at Ben’s Bakery on Pepperell Steet. February 14, 1926.
•  Hoseman William Cormier of the Halifax Fire Department at a structure fire on Barrington
Street. April 15, 1930.
•  Hoseman William Knapman of the Halifax Fire Department suffered a heart attack and died
as he stepped from a pumper during a fire on Brunswick Street. January 25, 1939. He was
the uncle of William Knapman Jr. (see above)
•  Capt. Earl Fox of the Halifax Fire Department suffered a heart attack and died while fighting
a fire on Green Street. January 15, 1956.
•  Capt. Richard Kelly of the Halifax Fire Department died after suffering a heart attack while
fighting a fire at the old Halifax Infirmary. December 12, 1960.
•  Lt. William (Billy) Carter, the first black career firefighter in the Halifax Fire Department, died
from a suspected heart attack in a rescue-pumper while returning from a car-pedestrian
accident. December 03, 1973.
•  Firefighter Allen MacFarlane of the Halifax Fire Department collapsed and died while fighting
a fire in a store on Gottingen Street. January 20, 1980.

~ Lest We Forget ~~ Lest We Forget ~~ Lest We Forget ~~ Lest We Forget ~~ Lest We Forget ~
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Photo Feature - Station 38 Celebrates 50th Anniversary

Editor’s Note: Three of our stations, which were separate volunteer fire departments beforeEditor’s Note: Three of our stations, which were separate volunteer fire departments beforeEditor’s Note: Three of our stations, which were separate volunteer fire departments beforeEditor’s Note: Three of our stations, which were separate volunteer fire departments beforeEditor’s Note: Three of our stations, which were separate volunteer fire departments before
amalgamation, celebrated their 50amalgamation, celebrated their 50amalgamation, celebrated their 50amalgamation, celebrated their 50amalgamation, celebrated their 50ththththth anniversaries in the fall. Over the next few pages are some anniversaries in the fall. Over the next few pages are some anniversaries in the fall. Over the next few pages are some anniversaries in the fall. Over the next few pages are some anniversaries in the fall. Over the next few pages are some
selected photos from each event, beginning with Middle Musquodoboit, now our Station 38.selected photos from each event, beginning with Middle Musquodoboit, now our Station 38.selected photos from each event, beginning with Middle Musquodoboit, now our Station 38.selected photos from each event, beginning with Middle Musquodoboit, now our Station 38.selected photos from each event, beginning with Middle Musquodoboit, now our Station 38.

Followed by the Union Club Pipes and Drums Band, Middle Musquodoboit members lead a parade of
fire vehicles commemorating the occasion.

(Left) Station 38 Acting Chief Robbie Kay
and Deputy Kara McCurdy prepare to cut
their department’s 50th anniversary cake.

(Below) Councillor Steve Streatch
presents a plaque to Station 38 Acting
Chief Robbie Kay commemorating the
department’s 50 years of service.



Vol. 70 - Fall 2011 Page 23

((Above) Members of Station 38 gather for a
group photo during their 50th anniversary
celebration Sept. 25th.

(Left) Retired members Frank McKay (left) and
Garnet Dickie joke around during the dinner.

(Below) Retired members of Station 38 pose for
a photo during the 50th anniversary dinner.
From left are Rodney Hill, Bruce White, Charlie
Milner, Garnet Dickie, Roy Hartlin and Frank
McKay. Milner was the department’s first chief,
and Hill was chief for six years.

Photos by Kara McCurdy
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Photo Feature - Station 24 Celebrates 50th Anniversary

Members of Station 24,
Musquodoboit Harbour, pose
for a photo during their open
house commemorating their
50th anniversary Oct. 22nd. Back
row, left to right: Dave Ingram,
John Trider, Garth Young, Scott
Young, Garnett Daye, Eugene
Justason, Jim Turner, and Alex
Faulkner (Sparky). Front row:
Matt Bulger, Basil Mitchell,
Andrew Higginbotham, and
Myles Faulkner.

(Left) FF Jim Turner cooked the
food. John Trider backs him up.

Photos by John Giggey
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(Clockwise from above) Capt. Basil Mitchell and Heather McKay of Human Resources look after a
visitor’s information booth in the station.

RCMP Const. Brian Veniot and his explosives smelling dog, Phalen, put on a demonstration for
those attending the open house.

Retired members Don Rowlings (left) and Scott Young cut the cake provided for the occasion. Rowlings
was the first president of the Musquodoboit Harbour Volunteer Firefighters Association, and Young
is the current president.
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Photo Feature - Station 50 Celebrates 50th Anniversary

(Above) Photographer Ted Misztela takes the official photo of the Hammonds Plains volunteers before
their 50th anniversary banquet Oct. 16th.

(Below) Halifax Regional Police Constable Tracy MacDonald moves his police motorcycle before he
has to ticket himself.  Actually, this is his bike’s usual resting spot. He was moving it to make way for the
department group photo. Tracy is also a volunteer lieutenant with our department based in Hammonds
Plains. With him are FF Pat MacMullin and retired Hammond’s Plains Chief Chris Robinson, a naval
officer now based in Ottawa. Robinson was invited back to be emcee for the event.

Photos by John Giggey

Photos by John Giggey
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(Clockwise from above) There was a special award for three surviving founding members of the
department. Flanked by Chief Danny Melkert and Deputy Keith Cuthbertson, they are (from left)
Henry Haverstock (also a former chief), Donny Haverstock and Kendall Haverstock.

Mike and May Casey enjoy meeting old friends before the dinner. Mike was a member of the old
Hammonds Plains Volunteer Fire Department for 27 years, and was chief for 15 years before retiring.
Their son, Darren, is a member of Three Company on B Platoon. Darren and his brother, Harry, were
also volunteers in Hammonds Plains for years. Harry (inset) is also a former chief at Station 50.

MP Geoff Regan presents Hammonds Plains Chief Chief Danny Melkert with a plaque from the
House of Commons commemorating the
department for 50 years of service. (See
Thanks, Page 68)
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Multi-Unit Response to Barrington St. Fire

The view of Barrington St. from the corner of Kent. The fire was well under control within an hour.

Fast Attack Holds Blaze to Original Building

Late on the night of Nov. 16th,
dispatch began receiving multiple
calls indicating a working structure
fire on the south end of Barrington
St.

Knowing buildings in that area were
all large, wood-frame structures,
Capt. Steve Loughnan of first in E-2
asked for an extra couple of units
while en route.

Loughnan arrived to find heavy
smoke coming from all three floors
of one building on Barrington St., and
light smoke coming from the
attached Side D exposure on Kent
St., a three-storey structure which
housed the South End Diner as well
as a number of apartments. There
were multiple other exposures
nearby.

As Loughnan started his 360, his
crew entered the involved structure

with an 1 ¾ pre-connect to start a
primary search and an initial attack.
It appeared the fire was starting to
extend into the Kent St. building, so
Loughnan instructed next-in Engine
3 to drop a feed to E-2 and then
stretch a line into the 2nd structure
and conduct a primary search.

With close exposures on the C side,
Loughnan had incoming E-4 spot on
Kent St. and cover the rear of the
buildings. With things looking good
there, he had the crew take another
pre-connect off E-2 and back up the
crew inside in fire attack.

Overhead wires prohibited using a
conventional stick, so Loughnan had
Aerial 1 (the Bronto) spot in front
since its articulating platform could
manoeuvre around the lines to the
roof. However a mechanical problem
developed with the unit and the
platform could not be raised.

Loughnan had instructed incoming
Quint 5 to take the long way
around to Inglis St. so they could
approach from the south. But with
the Bronto out of commission, he
had them approach from the north
(South St.). That also allowed
them to catch their own water
supply off a separate main. It then
spotted behind the Bronto and set
up for a master stream if it became
necessary.

All this happened in the first 10
minutes. Loughnan then joined his
crew inside after handing
command to Acting Platoon Chief
Brian Fleckney, who inherited a
well organized fire scene. Though
there was a lot of fire in the one
building, three lines were already
in operation, primary searches in
both buildings were either under

(Continued next page)
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way or completed, E-4 was spotted to protect
exposures on the C side (Kent St.) with its
deck gun if the fire got out of hand, and Quint-
5 was setting up to initiate a master stream
from the A side if required.

Since it was obvious this was going to be a
long operation, Fleckney called in Quint 13
and Tact 2. This allowed for extra air bottles
as well as additional manpower so crews could
be rotated through rehab.

Despite the large volume of fire on arrival, the
situation was pretty well under control within
about 40 minutes and the fire was confined to
the one building. But the overhaul would go on
for hours.

E-15 was brought in for fire watch overnight.
Five engines, three Quints, Aerial 1, and Tacts
1 and 2 operated on scene.

(Continued from previous page)

Acting PC Brian Fleckney chats with (from left) Joel Brewer of E-2, Amos Robia of E-3,
and Steve Bussey of Aerial 1 as they take a break at the rear of E-2.

Quint 7 crew, Capt. Stephen Theriault and
firefighters Geoff Garber, Chris Johnson and Joe
Barbati, prepare to re-enter the Side D exposure
on Kent St. to check for extension.

Photos by John Giggey
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LUNCH TIME -- Capt. Mike Furlong enjoys lunch with his crew during his last shift Nov. 29th. From left
are Furlong, Greg Gibson, Kevin Corkum, Capt. Brad Connors, and Matthew Blouin.

Capt. Mike Furlong Retires After Almost 33 Years on the Job
“It Was Great That Someone Was Paying Me to Work With All Those Tools”

By John Giggey

“Being a firefighter,” says Furlong,
“was never in my thought bag.”

Having grown up in Halifax, Furlong
had a hankering to spend his life in
the city. After high school, he went
to Dalhousie University. At first he
was studying to be a biologist. But
he soon determined that wasn’t for
him and so switched to an elective,
graduating with a bachelor’s degree
in political science.

Furlong was thinking that a career
in Canada’s Department of Foreign
Affairs would be interesting. But he
soon learned that was not a field
that was easy to enter.

He worked with City Fields part time
while going to university, and soon
was there full time operating heavy
equipment.

But he did like to travel. And while
in Europe on a trip, he wound up
spending some time with a couple

of firefighters from the United States
Air Force who were also vacationing.
They talked to him about their
career. He became long-time
friends with one of them, Butch Van
Luen, who went on to join the fire
department in Reno, Nevada. He
retired last year as a battalion chief.
They still keep in touch.

After coming home from that trip he
met up with Halifax firefighter Gary
Harris. Harris eventually was
promoted to captain. He went on
long term disability after being
diagnosed with leukemia in 1997.
He is now retired.

Harris suggested Furlong apply to
the fire department, which he did.
He was hired on in 1978.

“I was a good fit for this job,” he
says. “I was always mechanically
inclined and loved working with
tools, and there are a lot of tools in
the fire department. I thought it was

great that someone was paying me
to work with all those tools.”

Plus there were the hours. “I loved
the idea of working 24 hours, then
being off for 72.” In fact he describes
the fire service as being one-quarter
of his life. “I would go to work for 24
hours and forget everything else
except the job. The next three days
I would be involved in all sorts of
other things. I was always doing
something.”

Furlong started out on West St.
where he discovered he already
knew some of the other members.
“There were four or five that I knew
from school, junior hockey, that
sort of thing.”

One fire sticks in is mind, from
when he was working out of Morris
St. Station (now Station 2 on

(Continued next page)
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University Ave.). “My first daughter
was born on Jan. 7, 1988,” he says.
“The very next day I worked at a
very serious fire where a young man
was killed. I thought: ‘Here’s my
daughter coming into the world one
day, and someone else going out
of the world the next day.’ “

Furlong saw a lot of changes over
the years, most for the better,
especially in things like apparatus,
gear, training and so on.

“We used to have some trucks that
were basically convertibles – no
roof. The cab was open and there
was no way to get warm in the
winter. I remember one alarm
activation when we, as the backup
unit, had to sit outside for an hour
and a half in the cold. We were
freezing.”

Furlong remembers one winter fire
early in his career that kept them
on scene for about seven hours. It

was -20 degrees Fahrenheit (about
-30 Celsius). Bunker gear had not
been invented yet and they had the
old duck coats, rubber boots and
plastic helmets.

“I’ve never been so cold in my life.
We found out that the senior guys
had learned to put extra stuff in their
pockets; spare dry gloves, that kind
of thing, to cope with the cold.
There were no rehab units then. The
neighbours would
help. At that fire
some people put
coffee on, invited us
in so we could warm
up a bit, then go
back at it.

“When we got back
to the station, our
captain, John Collin
(now retired), had to
break the ice off the
snaps on his coat to
get it off. Then when

he put it down, it was so frozen that
it stood up by itself.”

Furlong enjoyed his career, but he’s
looking forward to his retirement too.
He and his wife love to travel. They’re
heading for Florida for three months
this winter and he’s also planning a
trip to Reno to spend some time
with another retired firefighter, Chief
Van Luen.

(Continued from previous  page)

A number of members
dropped by Station 6 for a
visit during Furlong’s last
shift Nov. 29th.

Above, Furlong with Capt.
Grant Withers, who was on
Quint 7 that day. In the
background is Capt. Ron
Ryckman.

Left, Furlong enjoys a joke
with retired members John
Connolly and Capt. Paul
Stoddard.

Photos by John Giggey
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Photo Feature - Career Recruits Swearing-in Ceremony

New Members Sworn in Dec. 16th

Joshua Brackett, Stephen Conrad, Leslie Dobie, Justin Dowding, Brendan Dunfee, Ernest Fraser,
James Fraser, Dominique Galvin, Chad Garrison, Gary Gaudet, Donald Hebb, Scott Keck, William
Logan, Trevor Lucas, Robert Mason, Brandon Newton, Jarrod O’Neill, Corey Pyke, Christian Ruel.

(Right) Training Chief Chuck Bezanson
stands to one side as Chief Director Bill
Mosher speaks to the new members.

Mosher congratulated the new recruits
for their successful completion of the
hiring and training process, and praised
them for their decision to make
firefighting their career. He told them
they had earned the distinction of being
the best trained, best prepared
firefighters in Canada.

He told the new members they signify the
future development and leadership of our
fire service, and will have a direct impact
on our department for many years to
come.

“Over the course of your careers, you will
get a chance to demonstrate your skills
and teamwork that will enable our fire
service to move forward to become the
best fire service in the country,” said
Mosher. “Now it’s time to put all your
hard work and training to use.”
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(Above left) Recruit Stephen Conrad was
presented his cap by his grandfather, retired
Platoon Chief Al Conrad. Chief Conrad had been
Bill Mosher’s Platoon Chief years ago. (Above
right) Dist. Capt. Brendan Dunfee presented his
son, new recruit Brendan Dunfee Jr., with his cap.

(Left) Chief Director Bill Mosher, Mayor Peter Kelly
and Deputy Director Roy Hollett get ready for the
traditional cutting of the cake.

(Below) New recruit Joshua Brackett poses with
his dad, Capt. Danny Brackett of Engine 6, his
mom, Kim, and sister, Amy.

Photos by John Giggey
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DAY OF CARING – Members of
Company 3 (above) pose for a photo
with other HRM volunteers at the St.
George’s Youth Net building on
Maitland St. Oct. 13th during the annual
Day of Caring. The group provides a
lunch program for 20-25 children from
a nearby school each day. They also
run after-school, evening and
weekend programs for kids. The
volunteers sanded and painted floors,
painted other areas of the building and
winterized it. Most fun of all? Lunch
with the kids, who even got to talk with
the dispatcher on the department
radio. The Day of Caring is a way to
maintain the building and is one of the
United Way Campaign events.

(Left) FF Jeffrey Clarke helps sand the
hardwood floors.

Photos by Veronica Faulkner and John Giggey
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(Clockwise from above left) FF Kevin Corkim helps
sand the hardwood floors. FF Sherry Dean – time
to paint. And, the best part, Capt. Pat Kline and
members of his crew enjoy lunch with some of the
kids who frequent the centre.












































































