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Rate�Application�to�the
Nova�Scotia�Utility�and�

Review�Board
The Halifax Regional Water Commission (HRWC) has sub-

mitted a rate application to the Nova Scotia Utility and Review 
Board (NSUARB) for increases in its rates and charges in sup-
port of the initiatives in the HRWC’s five-year Business Plan. 
The NSUARB scheduled a hearing for the week of February 20th 
to 24th, 2006 to consider the application.

The rate increases in the application are proposed to be 
phased in over a four year period beginning on April 1, 2006 
with additional increases proposed for April 1, 2007, 2008 and 
2009. For residential customers, the charge for water service will 
increase from $211.00 to $269.00 per year by 2009 based on a con-
sumption of 240 cubic metres (240,000 litres) which is less than 
75 cents a day. Increases for other customers will vary but will 
approximate percentage increases for residential customers. 

Pollution control charges, although included on the water 
bill based on consumption, are levied by Halifax Regional 
Municipality based on rates set by Council. The two charges, 
water and pollution control, comprise the total bill received by 
the customer.

There are a number of items that are contained in the Business 
Plan and are contributing to this increase namely:

◆ New provincial regulations introduced in December 2002 
which had immediate operational impacts, and stipulated 
capital upgrades which must be in place by April 1, 2008




