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INFORMATION REPORT

To: His Worship he Mayor and Members of Council

From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager

Date: April 16, 1984

Subject: Fort Needham - Halifax Explosion Memorial

Further to the approved recommendations of City
Council on March 1, 1984, staff of the Legal Department is
currently working on the documentation for the license
agreement between the City and the Memorial Bells Committee.
A proposed agreement should be forthcoming shortly for Council
approval.

The site has been surveyed and an appropriate legal
plan is being prepared for attaching to the license. In an
effort to meet construction deadlines so that the memorial will
be completed prior to December of 1984, the Committee has been
given permission to commence procedures for the soils investigation.This will involve a shallow dig with a small backhoe through the
middle and approximately the full length of the site.

In conjunction with the above excavation9staff has
met with the Civic Historian and an official of the Nova Scotia
Museum (Archaeology Division) as well as representatives of the
Bells Coxrnnitteeto coordinate procedures in connection with the
archae ologicaldig.

The current plans are to initiate the shallow dig on
Thursday, April 19, 1984, weather permitting and to monitor this
cut with the appropriate archaeologicalofficial(s). Any further
action necessary will be dependent upon the findings in this
initial excavation.

Sgnature redacted

Calda, P.Eng.,
MPW/sfs City Manager

Prepared by:

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant

Approved by:

R.B. Grant, Director
Development Department
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The memorial can be seen to rise as an extension
of the site with one of its axes alligned with
the actual explosion location, growing from the
earth as if it were part of the very hill.
Embracing and standing for all to see, telling as
it will its own story. It will be a stunning
tribute to the vision of Haligonians, who will
have on its completion, risen to address a moment
in their great historic past.

At the risk of being melodtamatic, one can
imagine the reflections of the sun in the early
morning mist, the grey days and in the high noon.
The tower will be an emblazened symbol of hope
with its striking appearance growing from Fort
Needhani, with its bells ringing out across the
city tolling for the first time visibly and
audibly to its residents below and in Dartmouth,
a reminder of the paths we have travelled since
that awful day, and how we have got to where we
are now.

The choice of site seems to me a totally right
decision, facing and looking exactly down to
where with the din of a discordent note in our
City’s past when the explosion devastated the
site — a day in Haligonians history when no bird
sang.

Sincerely,

FORE DESIGN GROUP

Sipnature redacted

eih LvGaharn, MRAIC
President

KLG/lt
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Mayor Ron WUc 2. February 24th, 1984

In passing, also after my conversation twith Mr. Prest,
I checked our Gray Line Folders and found that we discontinued
proceeding in a southerly direction on Union Street in 1972 to date.

In my view, when the Memorial has been erected, it willbe quite convenient for tour buses to observe same from a number oflocations on nearby more important traffic streets such as Barrington,Gottingen and Devonshire Avenue.

Please note below a copy of this letter is being sent toMr. R. A. Prest.

Assuring you and the City of Halifax of our continuedcooperation,

Yours very truly,

Signature redacted
GCT:im

CC: R. A. Prest, Esq.
Halifax, N.S.
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532 usell St.
Halifax NS.
February iO,194

The Editor,
The Mail—Star,
Halifax N.S..

Sir:
/ The attempts being made to prevent the erection of a
memorial to thevigtims of the Halifax explosion, on
Fort Needham, should not be allowed to pass without comment.

A to”er erected on the crest of the northern elope of
Fort Needham, with access-from Dartmouth Avenue, will cause
neither traffic nor flooding problezne.

A tot’er in this location, will overlook the area of
Halifax which ‘-as devastated, as well as the area on the
Dartmouth side of the harbor which also suffered death and
devastation, and also the location where the ship collision
occurred. The to’-er will also be visible from these afore
mentioned places.

This is in marked contrast to erect’ia memorial in the
ill conceived Seaview park. About the only thing to be said
for a memorial in that location, is that it would surely
make the Guineas !ook of Kecords for being the most inconspicuousmemorial ever erected anywhere in this world.

Some of us survivors of the explosion have memories
of relatives killed, of cousins orphaned, of schoolmates
missing when classes ‘-ere re—opened, of some of those presentimaimed for life, it is sad that this memorial proposal
should be made the butt of petty plitcking.

Yours truly,
-

• Si mature redacted
Walter T. Murp1iy /

•

i 1984

9OF?1CJ
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Centre for Water Resources Studtes PD
Technical University of Nova Scotia 1360 6-

Haiila.
Caoac 6February 13, 1984

Mr. M.H. Frank Barrington FRAIC
5248 Morris Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 1B4

Dear Mr. Barrington:

Needham Memorial Bells Committee

Further to your request that I express an opinion about the runoff effects
of the proposed structure, and our visit to the site on February 12:

The site of the structure is on a ridge sloping to the north. It therefore
appears that the structure will not alter existing drainage patterns, and in
particular it will not divert additional water toward houses on the eastern slope
of the hill.

The size of the structure is not great enough to generate a significant
amount of additional runoff, and any runoff so generated will flow in a
predominately northward direction.

For these reasons I do not recognize any reason why surface runoff from the
structure should be a matter of concern. I do not know enough about potential
ground water problems in this area to be able to comment on these.

I am pleased, on behalf of the Centre, to be able to assist your
committee.

Yo2rs sin?e1y,

Signature redacted

D. i9.e
Director,
Centre for Water Resources Studies.

DHW/vi
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Suppiemenlary Report
Committee of the Whole
February 8, 1984

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council

From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager

Date: February 3, 1984

Subject: Relocation - United Memorial Church Bells

This report deals with the items not answered in the
staff Information Report of January 18, 1984.

Answers to questions three and four were provided
separately by an Information Report from the Legal Department.
In addition, a draft questionnaire has been prepared for
Council’s consideration. Council might wish to give staff some
further direction regarding this item.

With regard to question 11, the only costs that can
he envisioned with respect to City involvement relate to future
maintenance resulting from any vandalism that might occur, i.e.
broken bottles, markings on the proposed structure necessitating
removal of same. Also an undetermined number of ornamental
plantings are proposed, necessitating minor maintenance in addition
to periodic inspections of the bell assemblies.

Presumably the revenues generated from the perpetual
care endowment of $27,900. would be sufficient to cover the above
costs. The grounds maintenance could be done by the City and
billed accordingly.

The civic Historian has also indicated that the site of
the 18th century Fort Needham could be in the vicinity of the proposed
location for the memorial and has expressed interest in performing an
archaeological excavation before the project proceeds.

Signature redacted

Pti1 a1da, P.Eng.,
MPW/sfs City Manager

Prepared by:
.P. Woods, Development Assistant

Approved by:
R.B. Grant, Director
Development Department
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of the bells under a license for exclusive possession of the
premises occupied by the bells, the law would appear to place
the responsibility on them to protect the public from injury.
Further assurances could be gained by placing covenants in the
license agreement requiring the licensee to maintain the
premises in a safe condition. Further protection for the City
from liability could be gained by requiring the licensee to
carry liability insurane with the City as a named insured.

/ Reectfullv submitted,

Signature redacted

6’ Donald F. Murphy, Q.$_—
City Solicitor

WA/rcb

Prepared by Wayne Anstey, Senior Solicitor
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