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SPOTLIGHT

Youth LIVE is in its 15th year!

Thank you to the many supporters of our program - Halifax
Regional Municipality, the youth service community and our
customers - and past/current participants for making Youth
LIVE such a resounding success.

Recognition Contest

Beginning in early
December each
recognition card given to
a participant was entered
into the Christmas Draw.
In keeping with the
season, the participant’s
name was written on a
paper ornament and
each ornament was
hung on a cut out of

a Christmas tree (see
photo to the right).

This gave an amazing
visual of how many
“Great Job!” recognition
cards were earned and
how the competition was
shaping up!

The “Great Job!” recognition
card Christmas tree.

Santa drew the winners’ names during the breakfast. The
1st prize of a $100 gift card to a store of their choice was
awarded to Josh T. Second prize, a $50 gift card for Empire
Theatres, went to Jacob B., and 3rd prize, a $25 gift card
for the Superstore, went to Tyler W.

Great job everyone!

3rd Annual Christmas Breakfast

For the third year in a row, Youth LIVE staff showed
their holiday spirit by volunteering to come in at 7 a.m.
and prepare a hot breakfast for participants. This year,

the invitation
was extended
to current
participants
and anyone
who ynished
the program in
2009. All told,
25 appreciative
youth enjoyed
a breakfast of
eggs, bacon,
sausage, hash
browns, wafpes
with fresh fruit
and toast.

Youth LIVE participants chow down at
the 3rd Annual Christmas Breakfast.

Once again, Santa stopped by with a few gifts for
participants and staff members. It was a wonderful way to
celebrate the start of the holiday season.

KUD0s

To all workers who oversee the youth at Youth LIVE, a
quick but sincere thank you to you all. Our son worked at
Youth LIVE for a short period of time while struggling with a
drug addiction. Because of his addiction and everything that
goes along with it, his employment was terminated. We are
very pleased many months later to say that our son has
overcome his addiction and he is living his life to the fullest
- going to school, making new friends, snow boarding every
week, planning on getting his driver’s licence - he’s actually
happy! There are many people that contributed to our son’s
well being, especially those at Youth LIVE. He really liked

it there and learned a lot about life. Thanks again. Michelle
and Norman S.

To Youth LIVE Team Leaders Dean, Rick, Shawn, Janet,
Tamara, Colin, Jeff, Joe and Delmar, | just wanted to
express my thanks for everything and to everyone.

Quite a few of you have made me feel very special with
your kindness and words on my last day, and it's greatly
appreciated. My time here has been memorable and | don't
think I'll forget anything or anyone. Thanks always. Sara W.
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EvervoNE HAS A STORY

Participant Proyle - Tyler W.

Tyler gets up early each morning and travels by bus from
his home in central Dartmouth to southend Halifax. It may
seem like a typical way to start the work day but for Tyler
the morning commute is just a small part of the bigger
journey he has been on - a quest to make a positive
change in his life.

Twenty-four-year-old Tyler grew up in Ontario. Like
countless others, school was not a positive experience

and he dropped out while in Grade 10. Two years ago, he
moved to HRM. Unable to ynd employment because of his
lack of education and work experience, Tyler was deynitely
struggling.

“Before | started with Youth LIVE, | was pretty hard off,
basically rock bottom,” said Tyler. “I had no money which
was making things really tough.”

But Tyler stayed motivated and kept looking for
opportunities to learn and enhance his skills. His social
worker referred him to Youth LIVE in June and he
embraced the opportunity.

“Since joining the program my life is on an upward turn,
back on solid ground. Youth LIVE is a program to help
people get back on their feet,” Tyler says. “It basically gets

CeLeeraTING OUR SUCCESS

Here’s what our participants say about Youth LIVE:

If you were to tell someone about Youth LIVE, what
would you say?

It's a good program - you can learn a lot. It helps you get
focussed. Christian T., November 2009

Did Youth LIVE aid in your personal and
professional development?

Deynitely. The focus on attendance and punctuality was
a huge help. I really learned what it means. Jimmy P,
January 2010

Youtf. LIVE

490-5589 or ylrecruit@halifax.ca

www.halifax.ca/police/YouthLIVE

you prepared for the work
force.”

As Tyler discovered, we have
a simple formula for day-to-
day success at Youth LIVE:
ynd out what your task is;
make sure you have the
tools to achieve the task;
set realistic goals; and deal
with the challenges that
invariably crop up by doing
your best and maintaining a
positive attitude.

The need for a positive attitude really resonates with Tyler.
“The money | make is one major thing, but one of the
most important things I've learned at Youth LIVE is to be
more positive. | now know that everyone has bad days,
including me, and rather than think negatively about it, |
just let it go.”

With his enhanced skills, solid job experience and positive
attitude, Tyler is well on the road to realizing his career
aspirations of ynding work in the labour yeld and some
day working in the automotive industry. We are conydent
wherever his journey takes him after Youth LIVE, he will
continue to learn and grow.

PERFORMANCE SNAPSHOT

During 2009, Youth LIVE participants and staff made
a positive contribution to our community and the
environment by:

e diverting 152,500 kg of paper and card board
from the landyll

e diverting 5,304,846 refundable beverage
containers from the landyll - 3,956,078 beverage
containers were brought to our Enviro Depot for
refund and 1,348,768 containers were salvaged
from garbage processed at the Otter Lake disposal
facility

e completing 3,170 organic green cart delivery
or repair service requests
completing 317 by-law violation remedies
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