" {-IOHrM
r E- L.m-a...kj, P I

Draft Regional Plan
Halifax West Workshop - May 30, 2005
Halifax West High School
~ Notes ~

Discusson Table Governance & Implementation / Economy

Burning Quedtions

1.

Wheat are the time-lines, policies and procedures for implementation of the Regiona Plan?

Priority for the update/review of community plans will be based on those areas were growth
pressureisthe greated, like for example, the Tantadlon and Fall River areas. Thiswill begin once
the Regional Plan is adopted.

There will dso be focus on the Capital Didrict and on business parksin HRM. (Review of the
Aerotech Park is dready underway.)

Capitd Cogt Contribution (requiring additiona funds from adeveloper to contributeto upgrading
truck systems) can be required for “hard services’ - sewers, water supply and roads. HRM has
requested a change in legidation to add trangt services to the Capitad Cost contribution
requirements.

It may be possble to save public expenditures on infrastructure by reducing the need to move
people and goods (by having resdents closer to where they work and shop).

How do we make the process easier?

To make the planning process easier, HRM should have anarchitect on staff to hep resdentsand
developers with design issues.

Solar energy opportunities induding “right to light” requirements, should be considered in
developmentsin HRM.

There should be more consderation of solar energy competible design in the Regiona Plan.

Who isrespongible for the Regiond Plan?



Regiond Council ultimately is respongble for approving or amending the Regiond Plan.

Theterm “flexibility” needs to be clarified. Can the Regiona Plan be changed without input from
the public?

What will happenif thereisa conflict between the Regiond Plan policies and the local community
plan. The community planning process needs to ensure the character of a neighbourhood is
protected and there needs to be more community involvement.

How is the Hedlth sector represented on the Regiona Planning project to improve hedth
outcomes?

Ongoing consultation is required.

There needs to be a representative from the Capital Health Board on the implementation
committee.

Hedlth considerations need to be incorporated into design of public and privateinfrastructure, e.g.
ble sdewalks, recreation facilities to promote hedlthy lifestyles.

Why locate the financia and insurance sector in the Capital Didtrict?

HRM should explore opportunities for the financia and insurance sector in suburbanareasto find
the right balance between the Capital Didtrict and other employment centres.

HRM should consider opportunities for satellite univerdty campuses and primary hedth care
facilities outside the Capitd Didrict.

How will tax reform impact the Regiond Plan for business and home owners?

What about an aguarium for Haifax?

Studies to date have indicated there is insufficient population/potential visitorsin HRM to support
an aguarium. However, afurther sudy will be commisson to determine whether another option
for an aguarium isfeasble.

Where are “ gppropriate’ locations for residentia development around Halifax Harbour?
Sitesfor potentid residentia development around Halifax Harbour were pointed out.

Thereis an opportunity for future resdential development in the Kempt Rd. Area.

What are our socid attributes and have there been studies to determine them as well as updates
to those studies?

If any studies have been done to determine the attributesthat attract people to HRM, these studies
2



10.

should be updated with current information.
New, varied sources of revenue are required for HRM to reduce dependancy on property taxes.

HRM needs to be more credtive in its revenue generation.

Discusson Table: Settlement

Burning Quedtions

1.

What isthe criteria used to distinguish between the designated community centres?

2. Would liketo learnmore about Rura Commuter Centres and how they relate to sewer and water
sarvices - Which oneswill be designated for extenson of municipa services?

3. Where will new roads be built? (Connector roads between communities)

4, Inherent contradictionsin the Plan - Bayers Lake Business Park and Burnside BusinessPark and
future expansons may be defeating the purpose of Mixed Use Centers.

5. Rurd Loca Commuter Centre, e.g. Hatchet Lake - we can only get 4 lots out of a47 acre parcel
of land that we own. Prospect Road is a tourism éttraction in the area and that community
shouldn’t pay for the entire cost for that stress on roadway's that serve a province-wide function.

6. Trangt oriented development - how is it addressed in the Plan - how are the policies going to be
used to encourage settlement to meet the trangit objectives of the Plan.

7. How will this planaffect meas alarge landowner inarurd area? (There are people who need/want
larger lots - need room for parking large vehicles desireto live on alarge lot close to the city.)

8. What is the sgnificance of the Community Designation? Where are these designations defined?
What is the community going to look like? What types of infrastructure will be provided? What
types of denstieswill be permitted? What environmenta resirictions will gpply to a designation?

Discusson

Didrict Centres - aready developed - what about areas that are undergoing a great deal of
development right now? The centres are more working around the trangt system rather than the
other way around. Key dement of the plan.

Why is Bedford identified as a suburban centre? Suburban centres are outside the urban area.

Facilitator explained that suburban and urban areas are both serviced with sewer and water and
that there are only dight differences between them in terms of design.
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How do you identify what these centres are? We don't know what these designations mean.

Facilitator explained that suburbancommunitiesare primarily resdentid centres. Urbanareaslike
Halifax have higher density and a greater range of land use but the urban and suburban aress are
vey smilar inform.

What other key priorities are there besides Transit and Environment. One of the main purposes of
the planisto conserve land for your children'schildren. Y ouhave alot of empty land. Why doyou
need to save land?

Facilitator explained that alarge scae estate lot subdivision can consume large tracts of land for
few people when compared to the more efficient form of land development for in a suburban
community like Sackville that accommodates about 25,000 people. If everyonewantsto develop
on the basis of large lots, the land is consumed much more rapidly.

Don't you want Hdifax to grow? Too much traffic. Also taxes. Also in the country, you have to
drive to get your groceries. All that traffic getstied up. No way that busses can run efficiently in
areas like that. Has to be subsidized. Alternatively, people do want to livein rurd settings. It dl
comes down to a balance.

Population projectionisroughly 84,000 if the trend continues. If you have one devel oper building
5 homeson one septic, that will control the cost of those homes - keegp themroughly the same cost.
The people who have larger lots areas are going to expect to pay more.

Don't think that one road (the Peggy's Cove Road) which brings in thousands of tax dollars and
leadsto acultura centre- don'tthink that this road should be pendized - that area has to foot the
bill to upkeep the road that is used regiondly.

Facilitator explained the concept of Conservation design.

If we aregoingto dlow only four lots- we need to befair - why canthe people in Upper Tantallon
go ahead, where other areas cannot?

Fecilitator explained that the Tantdlon areais an are where HRM is proposing to encourage
growthto build on an exigsting centre. Water is going to be extended to the Upper Tantalonarea.
There will be an opportunity to have an express bus.

Prospect - the generations of people are getting older. People don't want to change how they do
things at their age. (e.g. taking abus)

I've been to severa meetings. Y ou haven' yet redly answered my questions. The plan will be
implemented over the next five years. Therewill be community visoning that will take placein each
individua aree?

Staff (respondsto questionregarding where are the roads planned). Connecting communitiesisnot
apriority. The road connections will be determined via the development of specific subdivison
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areas.

- Quedtions rethe 113 - huge devation - environmental concerns. The sdt will drain down. The
length has been reduced to 9.9 km to avoid having to do an environmenta impact assessment.
Concern that governments don't appear to have to meet the requirements that the genera public
haveto meet. Concernregarding development coming inonland designated asto be park. If we're
concerned about our next generation, why aren't we doing proper assessmentsfor the big projects
like this?

- HRM needs to be stepping up againg it. The whole plan is based on where growth should go. If
youlet the Highway 113 go, youl'l... (encourage development - people will build where the roads
are built).

- Staff explainedthat we're currently building aninterchange at Highway 118. No oneistakingabout
development of those lands (at Shubie Park). The land around the proposed 113 - aportionis
park and the other Sde is dready developed.

- Right now therell be no new access, but that can change in 10 years.

- Saff explained we have a requirement for the highway. But we could take it off. Council could put
it back onin 10 years.

- What about the cost of this road? 9-10 mile road only for traffic? Is that economicaly feasible?

- Staff - yes - we have many aready - the 101, 102, 103, 107, 111 and 118. The interchange will
goinone direction only. The TLB one goes on both sides but oneis only for accessto the waste
handling area

- This doesn't seem very economica. Y ou're not getting taxes from anyone on ether side.

- Facilitator- the Province is planning to provide this road. Were planning around it.

- Facilitator brought the group back to the main questions for discusson concerning settlement:

1. How will the plan affect one as alarge landowner in arurd area?

2. What policiesinthe planconspire againg the concept of Mixed Use Centres (How do we achieve
the mixed use centres when there seem to be contradictions with creation of Business Parks.)

Discusson - large land ownersin rurd areas

- | would like to see planned development - wel thought out rather than helter skelter - and
presented to the municipdity for gpprova. Some lots should be openspace design - don't disagree
withthat totdly, but | think there should be optionsin there for people to consider what we know
now astraditiona rura development.



Maximum of four lotsfromanareaof land on anexisting public road - Four conventiond large lots
per exiging area of land with frontage on an existing road. If youwant to go beyond that, youcan
go at arate of onelot per year on anew public street. Open space design is the other option.

Four lots - say 3 acres each - then go back to the estate lotsand conservationdesignal at once?
Isit possibleto run dl of those options a the same time?

Facilitators thought it might be possible to integrate the large as of right lots with a conservation
design subdivison if dl the conditions were right - the area of land hasto be digible - there are
criteria that would need to be met to do the Conservation design.

If youcould integrate some controls for large lotsand conservationdesign to run & the sametime,
that would be a help. Allow opportunities for individud estate lots to be proposed within the
Conservation Desgn. Could there not be some relief for landowners who have held land for say
more than 10 years - they've paid taxes for along time, but may not have been (or be) ready to
develop.

Page 10 of the booklet states that stakeholders want to be involved, yet there appear to be
incong stencies, becauseit talks about reducing the area plans. Discussonexplaining that there are
more than 18 land use by-laws and possibly they might someday be pared down to larger
geographic plan aress - fewer documents - but till this would require community input.

Mix of options for large landowners for conservation design. Larger landowners who have held
their landsfor many yearsand who have not had the resources to do something withit - youdon't
gt to do anything with it if youdidn't have your applicationinby acertain date. That'sadapinthe
face for someone who's paid taxes for the last 20 years.

Fecilitators explained that concept plans submitted prior to January 2004 are grandfathered for a
period of 2 years.

Soif | don't complete within 2 years you'd have to develop under the regulations of the day.

Explanationof find s/d applicationversus concept approval. Facilitators explained that once alot
is created it can not be de registered.

Tantdlon- | can'tinmy heart see thefairness. Some people have land that'snot in Tantdlon. That's
not very fair. What about people that owned land say for more than 10 years?

Is it not about maximizing HRM's dollars? Put them where they can work best? It's an ugly
environment for those folks.

Prospect Road has to be maintained no matter what in order for people to get to Peggy's Cove,
S0 why not let things happen there?

Building incentresthat are aready there. The concept isto save moneyfortheHRM taxpayer over
the long term. Will my taxes be lower now than Tantallon and Fal River? Want to talk about the
big picture for Hatchet Lake and Spryfield.
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Question - there was a dendity table available online - isthere ahard copy of that available for people to
have?

- Facilitator went over the various densities envisoned for the various centres under the plan. Higher
mixed use dendties in the centre of each centre near the trangt facility with dengties gradualy
tapering off toward the edge of the centres.

- The last Regiona Plan Burnside was designated as an Industrid Park. Over time, because it was
eader, industry moved to those areas. Other areas like BayersLake, became big box - wherethey
were supposed to be indudrid. What incentives (would need to provide cashincentives) are being
providedto the Mixed Use Centres? Right now, the business parks are draining development from
areaslike the West End Mdll area. One way to keep business there is through restrictionin other
aress. Same in Bayers Lake. HRM ownsthe land and is planning to add an overpass to Ragged
Lake and an interchange because of the congestion at the 102. Those are things that HRM has
control over. The retail would migrate to wherethe people are. Once you put retail inthose areas,
it gets sucked out of the mixed use centres like Quinpool Road and West End Mdl and into the
retail zonesin the park.

- Trangt - 80 to 100000 people areprojected. There need to be strong policiesto direct that growth
to these trangdit centres. This plan is starting in this direction, but with only 80 to 100000 people,
most of that will have to be directed to the trangt centres. All the issues about market demand -
There need to be stronger policiesto direct development to the transit centres.

Summary

- Provide options to combine dl three possbilities for rurd landowners to be able to develop their
lands.

- Establish some incentives to prevent the contradictionthat ssems to exist between Urban Didtricts
and the Business Parksto trytodraw development opportunitiesto the Didtrict centres. Right now,
the Business Parks seem to be drawing the life out of these centres.

- Need strong policiesto support transit-based communities. Given that thereis a prediction for 80
to 100000 people, there needs to be strong palicy to guide most of this population to the trangt
centres.

NOTE: Suggestion that there should be some concessions made for long-time landowners who
(perhaps 10+years) have paid taxes for along time, but were not ready to develop at thistime.

Discusson Table: Settlement

What' s your burning question about the Regiond Plan policies?

- What isyour plan for the ownership, maintenance of shared “on site septic fidds’?



- Isthere aprotocol currently inuse and where does the Provincia Dept. of Labour & Environment
come into picture?

- Protection of nelghbourhoods?

Example of Open Space/Clugter System Rurd S/D Design

- Will existing DOE Regs support this concept?

Expansion of Service Boundaries

- Is there a mandate for HRM to do o to alow growth on the fringe with Municipa Services?

- Therequirement for hydrogeologicd studies. Groundwater ishard to predict asit variesfrom place
to place.

- How will the planguide mgjor development while encouraging locd initiatives and neighbourhood
character?

- How will the Regiond Plan baance environmentd interests with development pressures?
- Will plan regtrict housing development in Ketch Harbour etc.?

- Future of Portuguese Cove? & Suburbanization?

- How is a centre defined?

- What happens to people not in a centre?

- Is there enough infragtructure to support urban intengfication - e.g., Bedford Hwy.?

- How can exigting single-unit-dwelling neighbourhoods on the Peninsula be preserved and absorb
dengity?

- How can existing housing in urban areas be preserved (eg., road widening plans)?

What did you come here to accomplish?

- To get factsinstead of generd principles.
- Learn about how the Regiona Plan will affect Development.
- Become better acquainted with Regiond Plan & contribute my perspectives.

What will make you happy you came here?




- Dump the Regiond Development Plan and start off with anew direction.
- If our concerns will be considered in revisons to the plan.
- Fed confident that future settlement will respect environment.

What can you do [to] ensure that this workshop is a success?

- Respect others views whether | agree with them or not.

- Continue to have input into the plan, and make changes. | don't think the existing plan as written
isin the best interest of the citizensfor HRM.

VERBAL PARTICIPATION

Discusson

- It was agreed to digtill the many Burning Questions into three underlying issues:
- 1. Urban dengty and traffic in existing neighbourhoods

- 2. Rurd clustered (shared septic/open-space) subdivision

- 3. Rurd development between the centres

Issue 1: Urban Dendty & Existing Neighbourhoods

- condderable backlash on Peninsula Hdifax towards conversion of Sngle unit dwellings to apartments
and dudent housng. Many additions are being made which are out of character with existing
neighbourhoods. Can you add 17 units to a single family house? There are loopholes for
conversion.

- HRM isplaying both ends of the stick. If you can't grow out, you have to grow upwards. Making
new development in rurd areas more difficult will force more people to live on the Peninsula

- Don't demalish homes for apartments.

- Development on Quinpool Road and Spring Garden Rd. is too dense and too high.

- But those new people provide a market attracting new stores to Spring Garden Road.

- Isit possble to make homogenous rules and have consstent enforcement?

- Thereisaneed to control volumesof vehiclescoming onto the Peninsula How will the new suburbs

affect treffic through your neighbourhood? The Municipality should focus on measures to reduce
demand by focusng on dternative transportation modesingtead of widening streets. Examplescited
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included bus and bicycle lanes.

- Should consder digtributing employment centres throughout the region instead of concentrating
employment on the Peninsula

- Changeisinevitable. It's how we channd it that matters. We have to find a balance.
- Development is occurring rapidly beyond HRM.

- They demolished sngle family houses for towers on Tower Road and Wellington.

- Wherewill the intensification end?

- If youdon't go out, you have to intensify.

- It'schange, and most of usdon't like change.

- Thislifestyleiswearing us out!

- Weneed alevd playing fidd.

- We need public gathering space.

Issue 2: Clugstered Subdivisons

- concept generdly supported by Nova Scotia Homebuilders Association, but only if HRM establishes
proper protocols regarding ownership and maintenance.

- Will HRM haveto sepin if problems arise?
- If HRM assumes ownership, will resdents teke care of the systems?

- Will D.OE. & L accept waster water management digtricts or ownership by condominium
corporations? With condos you don’'t own the lot itsdlf.

- Anocther gpproach is homeowners associations with a regulation.

- Thereneedsto be a capita reserve fund for eventua rehabilitation or replacement.
- It could be politicaly impossble to keep HRM from being dragged in.

- What about insurance?

- HRM should do it and have a pot of money from the owners.

- Thisisawastewater management digtrict for dl the places between the centres.
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This amounts to an arearate.

Therewould be demand for smdler [otsinacluster subdivison. It wasthefailed septicsand resulting
provincid requirements that made the lots big.

A septic system has a 15-20 yeer life.
There should be afee is something goes wrong.

There will be a need to educate residents regarding system maintenance regardless of ownership
modd.

Let’sthink outsde the box, to things like recycling and effluent meters.

Need for top soil by-law to require minimum depth of soil to promote hedlthy lawns without the need
for excessve gpplication of fertilizers.

Issue 3: Development between Centres

Will HRM have enough saff to process CDD applications that will result from the plan?
Deve opment agreements are gppedable.

How will communitiessuchas Herring Cove maintain identity and not become washed over by new
development?

People living between the centres will have no say asto the future of their communities.
Y ou could have a peripherd toll for vehicles entering the city.

Public trangt is not convenient and will not be used by most. Everyone supports public trangt but
most are unwilling to useit. They want others out of their cars so they can drive with lesstraffic.

Thereisalack of sawer/water/transportation service between the centres
Villages areredly linear.

If you widen Bayers Road you will welcome more cars.

I’d love to be in an area where you don’'t have to have a car.

The draft plan istoo redtrictive on the use of wind energy.

Do you believe in dengty for design?

It ign't redly a case of growing “out or up”’. Medium dengty is the answer. Montred has many
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examples. | have no car and livein Montredl.
- How would neighbourhood and community rules help - eg., keep the waterfront open to the public.
- dedgnand qudity of development cannot be ignored.
- plan proactively. Lake Michigan isagood example of good public access.
- need to balance change and coherence.
- theHdifax Common is being encroached upon.

- but we should recognize the Common that we have aready. It redly contributes to the image of
Hdifax.

- dnglefamily exdusve zoning should il be available.

Conclusion - Notes for Presentation

- We have atheme, two dilemmas and avison.
- Thetheme is“Bdance’.

- DilemmaNo. 1: Therura people are nervous about being left out, but the urban people are nervous
of being swamped.

- for therurd areas, shared septics are a good idea but we must ensure proper management

- for the urban aress, thereisatensonbetweenbeingindudve and exclusve. Medium density is seen
as part of the answer, but some fed the single family house is under fire.

- Dilemma No. 2: The qudity of development has been ignored, but we cannot have every project
appealed.

- development agreements give discretionary power but are appedable.

- Thevision: Be pro-active with avison for what we do want.

Discusson Table Housing

Burning Questions

1. Isthereaplan to protect the Character of HRM? As exemplified by: trees, appropriate scae and
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house/lot size ratio, urban design, dengity, zoning and height
How can neighbourhood character be maintained in established neighbourhoods?

Will Regiond Plan palicy limit development and decrease flexibility? (I.e need balance between
protecting neighbourhood character and not putting undue restriction on development)

Will the Regiond Planencourage well located housing developments for Seniors close to amenities?

How will affordable and diverse housng be integrated into each neighbourhood and access to
natural/open space be ensured?

Should HRM be encouraged to grow without limit? Should HRM encourage growth to occur outside
of HRM?

Is there aneed for a moratorium in established neighbourhoods until the Regiona Plan is adopted?
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Discusson

What tools can HRM use to protect community/neighbourhood character and encourage developers to
provide diverse, inclusive, affordable housng?

Authentic and substantive community participation in planning critical

Incentives for accessible, barrier-free housing, diverse Seniors housing and affordable housing:
- Infrastructure to encourage preferred settlement pattern and approach: trangt stops and
service, sawer, water, green space

Development Standards:

- Desgn Guidedlines

- Performance Standards

- Visud design workshops a the community level

Targets for affordable housing, housing mix and demographic mix

Secondary units (permitted after community consultation) to promote affordable housing
choices for seniors and young people, first time home buyers

Increased dengity, in the right areas, done right (appropriate density and design, suited to
particular community)

Discusson Table: Transportation

Burning Questions

1 Complaints from tourists about signage.

2. Isthis palicy (in the MPS) redlly going to happen or will HRM become ametropolis like Montresl
or Toronto?

3. Panning for the Northwest Arm bridge isimportant.

4, Concerned about trangportation in the rura areas. AT and cycling is very dangerousin HRM.

5. Improvement for locd treffic with one lane as mergelexit onto Highway 102. Need better
partnership with the province.

6. Will Larry Uteck Drive connect to the 102? Why wasn't thisincluded in the plan?

7. How will trangt routes be prioritized? For example Hatchett Lake vs. Moosdland.
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8. How does the plan impact transit and growth patterns?

0. How will options be encouraged to the Single occupant vehicle?

10 Can we change TPW' s decision about the trail underneasth Hwy 103?
Discusson

Questions were grouped into three areas - Transportation Planning, Trangt and AT/Alternative
modes of transportation.

- Trangportation Planning - Covered questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 10
- Trangt - Covered questions 4, 7, 8
- AT/Alternative Modes of Trangportation - Covered questions 4, 9, 10 (trails issues)

Trangportation Planning

Signage needs to be improved in a variety of areas - such as sgnage to direct pedestrians and
cydigsto trals from the road and identify the trails.

Tourigs have a hard time finding their way around due to poor Sgnage.

Rotary - will it be improved whenthe changesare made. There was some skepticism that making
the changes would help improve traffic. One suggestion wasto leaveit asit is, including making
no changes to Chebucto Road.

Could therail cut be used for commuter rail sarvice.

25 years ago, the plan had identified the corridor for the Northwest ArmBridge from Northwest
Arm Drive over the Arm and into the southend. It isn’t there anymore. Residents would like to
see something in the planto accommodatetraffic. If growth continuesin Spryfield will need some
type of corridor.

Would liketo see corridor maintained as an optionbecause there isalot of potentid development
in the Spryfidd area. It isaconcernasto how people will move from Spryfied to the downtown
areas.

Residents won't take aferry across the arm - not an option.

If development in Spry fidd is planned, then plan for bridge to be built, even if 100 years away.
However, if thereis never going to be a bridge, then don't dlow growth.

Some of the land that was reserved has been sold off. Don't sdll off any more land - maintain
trangportation corridor to create bridge. The bridge may be required in the future.

Why isn't Larry Uteck part of the plan - would help dleviatetraffic on Bedford Highway if it was
15



Trangt

built to the 102.

Herring Cove Road Streetscape Study Consultants have talked about putting on-street parking
aong Herring Cove Road.

HRM can work with the province and make requests to have changes made to the ramps.

Trandt syssemneedsto beimproved. Don't want to be on abusfor 1.5 hoursto get to work and
then the same time home again.

No connections between places suchas Bayers Lake and Mainland South. All routes seemto go
downtown first.

Large park and ridelots need to devel oped for trangt. Moreparkingisrequired at trangt terminas
Sambro trangit does not go where people want it to.
Prioritize trangt improvements - how, criteriato be used, timelines etc.

Hatchett’s Lake will be much cheaper for express bus service than Tangier.

AT/Alternative Modes of Transportation

One resident lives on the peninsula and has noted that there are alot of people driving done.
Can we curb the number of people coming onto the peninsulain single occupant vehicles (SOV)
through AT/carpooling/trangt

AT and HOV lanes need to be included in the plan.

Seemslike thereisalot of space on some roads to accommodate HOV lanes.

How wide will trail be?
What about lighting dong tralls.

Need to encourage other modes of trangportation - SOV’ s are the problem.

With road widening, can more emphasis be given to High Occupant vehicle (HOV) lanes (on the
bridges or Barrington Street)?

Carpooling/ride matching in HRM? What about taxi carpooling

CydinginHRM needsamgjor project amilar to MetroLink. For example, shoulder paving onthe
Bedford Highway or improvements to the Fairview Overpass.
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AT isin the policy, but there are no specific projects identified in the future.

Can we (residents) and HRM change TPW'’ s decision on the trail underneath Hwy 1037

Discusson Table: Culture & Heritage

Burning Questions

1. What tools are available to HRM to ensure that its culture and heritage resources are protected?

2.a  How can HRM incresse its knowledge and awareness of its own culture and heritage resource?

2b  How can this awareness then be reflected/represented in the Regiond Plan?

3. How can we be absolutely surethat our regionally sgnificant view planes will be protected? (i.e.
Citadd Hill, Bedford Basin, Dartmouth, etc.)

4. How can residents be assured that Council, st&ff and the community membersare cooperating and
collaborating on the production of the plan?

Discusson

Quedtion 1 - Available tools for protection:

The group wanted to know what tools the Draft Regiona Planemploys that will ensure protection
of our culture and heritage assets.

There is a stronger, more indusve and more proactive Culture and Heritage policy in the new
Regiond Planthan has previoudy existed. Additiondly, the Plancalls for amendments to the Nova
Scotia Heritage Property Act in order to strengthen such protection. Any development that
potentialy impacts any culture/heritage resource (i.e. historic structure, archaeological Site, view
plane, etc.) will undergo a higher leve of scrutiny that currently exists. For example, any
development coinciding witharchaeol ogica assetswill be referred tothe Provincefor review under
the Specid Places Act.

It was suggested that there should be some kind of an incentive program to encourage
devel operg/property ownersto embrace, protect and cel ebrate these resources. Incentives could
include tax breaks, grants, rebates, an awards program, etc.

The Draft Regiona Plan contains anumber of incentivesfor the protectionof these assets. Financid
incentives include: grants, tax exemptions, credits and loans. Non-financia incentives include:
permit fast-tracking, complementary public works, permit feereductions or waivers, building code
dternatives, plaguesand recognitionawards, zoningadjust, density bonuses, variances. Regulatory
incentivesinclude: conservation easements, heritage district desgnations, heritage plans, sub-area
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plans, urban design sandards, and community design guidelines.

- The question was asked: Who makes heritage designations (city? Province?) And how are the
decisons made?

- HRM heas its own ranking system for identifying heritage buildings in which point values are
assigned for the various characteristics of a candidate Structure (age, location, vaued architectura
features, noteworthy historic resdents, noteworthy builder/architect, etc.).

- The group wanted to know what, beyond individua historic structures, isincluded in the definition
of Culture and Heritage Assts.

- Under the heading of Culture and Heritage, the new Regiona Plan discusses not only single
buildingg/structures, but d soentire districts, streetscapes, corridorsand “ culturd landscapes.” This
can include entire didricts of architecturdly sgnificant structures, view planes, cemeteries, public
art, archaeologicd stes, and so on.

- Concern was expressed that in both the * Culture and Heritage” map and the “ Archaeological
Resources’ therewereimportant omissons. For example, the granitethat was quarried fromwhat
is now Quarry Lake was used to build Halifax - yet the quarry does not appear on the
Culture/Heritage mapping.

- The Culture and Heritage map inthe Draft Regiond Planwas atechnica exercise based only upon
currently documented resources (i.e. the map isonly asgood asthe available data). The Regiond
Plan will rely onresidentsto help fill inthe missing pieces, which highlights the great importance of
the neighbourhood planning process in documenting the bountiful local knowledge.

Quedion 1 Summary:

- Stronger Culture and Heritage policy at the Regiond Plan levd should be backed up by the
community planning process, wherein the important undocumented local knowledge will be
reveded.

Quedtion 2a - Increase awareness of assets:

- The satement was made that educationisthe bass for the entire Culture and Heritage plan. If no
one knows what exigs then the importance of the assets is irrdevant. “Activiam follows
awarenessl” was the meaningful message that was heard.

- Greater awareness of these assetswill be accomplished through the Community Planning process,
wherein culture and heritage issues will discussed in the libraries and gymnasiums of individua
communities.

- It was stated that the Regiond Plan must document and reflect the fragile body of local
history/knowledge (often an ord) of cultural and heritage assets 0 it is not forgotten. The group
emphasized that the only way to make an accurate record of exiing culture and heritage assets
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(and withenough detail) isto get out into the communities and hear about them from the residents.

- A community-based approach to identifying cultural and heritage assets is needed wherein local
memory and history will be cultivated and the results incorporated into the Regiond Plan. Further,
after the Regiond Plan is adopted, the secondary process of community planning will be
undertaken, which will provide agreat opportunity for thislocal knowledge to be shared. Inthis
way the community planning process will add to the data set on Cultural and Heritage resources.

- The suggestion was made for HRM to embark upon a program of erecting place markers with
story boards(amilar to Boston, for example) at historicaly/culturaly Sgnificant locations throughout
HRM.

- Thereisa“Markersand Monuments’ program under the Department of Recresation, Tourismand

Culture that draws attention to various sgnificant locations. This is a fledgling program could be
expanded. Specific proposaswill be sought as part of the Community Planning process.

Suggestion:

- For each annotationon a Regiona Plan map that indicates a culture and heritage or archaeol ogica
resource, there should be a document/study available to the public about that particular asset.

Suggestion:

- The Regiond Plan maps are available on-line which is good, but they are limited in ther
interactivity. While recognizing the labour involved, would it not be possible to include on-screen
pop-up meta-data concerning each asset notation?

- This suggestion will be passed on to the web-based mapping group.

Comment:

- Cemeteries are avitd part of HRM's history. HRM needs to work with the Province to ensure
their protection. To this end, the Regiona Plan discusses the creation of a cemetery inventory.

Comment:

- HRM currently has a Culture Plan underway that cals for community-based committeesto ad in
defining various cultural resources and gods.
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Question 2b - Incorporate knowledge into Plan:

Statement:

- Thework described in 2a) above should be codified into the Regiona Plan

- Theregiond Plannerswill betaking dl public input into account and making sure the find Plan reflects
it. In the case of this culturd and heritage discusson, many of the suggestions are aready in place in
some form or another, but they will be enhanced to better reflect the points raised at the public
workshops.

Statement:

- ThePan should clearly tell the average person how culture and heritage planning, and the protection
of cultureand heritage assets, will benefit them directly (i.e. what are we trying to protect, and why?).

- Theprocess of Community Planning that will follow the adoption of the Regiond Plan will atempt to
meset this need. This process will bring the relevant portions of the Plan to residents, whereas during
the current Regiona Plan process, interested residents are hearing and commenting upon a much
broader version of the plan.

Statement:

- HRM needs to do moreto heightenthe profile of culture and heritage inthe Regiond Planasiit isakey
piece (Smilar to naturd environment) in defining community identity.

Quedion 2 Summary:

- Activism follows knowledge, so we firs have to identify our Culturd and Heritage assets, and then
explain clearly how their preservation will benefit each of us

Quedtion 3 - Protection of Regiondly Significant view planes:

- The group wanted to know how residents can be absolutely certain that our regionally significant
view planeswill be protected. (i.e., Citadd Hill, Bedford Basin, Dartmouth, etc.) Thereis great
concern, for example, that property onthe basin sdeof the Bedford Highway will be developed,
perhaps by-right, with ingppropriate multi-story structures that will impact the views of the basin
from the roadway and from adjacent properties. What is HRM doing to protect other views?

- The Regiond Plan discussesthe Council’ srole inprotecting regiondly sgnificant view planes, and
it suggests that view plane protection must be expanded throughout the region. Also, the
Community Planning process will provide resi dents the opportunity to discuss the addition of new
view planes or the bolstering of existing view planes. For example, The Capitd Didrict Urban
Design Plan, about to get underway, will be addressing the issue of view planeswithin the Capita
Didtrict. View plane treetment in this study will be amodd for other areas to follow.
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- The group wanted to know whether HRM hasthe authority to control development on provincia
or federd lands, as such development could negatively impact view planes.

- No, the HRM has no jurisdiction over suchlands. Federal and provincia lands can be devel oped
without mandatory Regiond Plan oversight.

Suggedtion:

- The creation of a Capital Commission (perhaps smilar to Ottawa s National Capital Commission)
would hdp to rationdize the multi-jurisdictiond nature of muchof the land withnHRM, and would
promote co-operation between the three levds of government. Such a Commission would be

ingrumenta in ensuring that federal and provinciad development did not violate the spirit of the
Regiond Plan.

Quedtion:

- The group wanted to understand the process by which a culture and heritage resource, such asa
view plane, is determined to be of regiond or community sgnificance.

Quedion 3 Summary:

- Participantswondered what criteriais used to determine whether a culturd and heritage resource,
such asaview plane, is of regiond or loca significance, and the participants dso emphasized the
importance of strong leadership and advocacy in the devel opment review process.

Question 4 - Cooperation and collaboration:

- The group was concerned that at times it has appeared that staff and Council have been at
loggerheads over some Regiond Planissues, and that perhaps the community’ s interests could be
overlooked. How can the public can be sure that Council, saff and the communities are al
cooperating and collaborating on the production of the Regiona Plan?

- It was observed that we will know the process is working if the ideaswe discussed tonight make
their way into the find Regiond Plan.

Satement:

- Trangparency in the Flanning process and in the Development Approva processes is absolutely
essentia. HRM needs strong and capabl e leadership to oversee devel opment agpplications toward
protecting residents interests.

Quedion 4 Summary:

- The comment that best summed up the groups fedings on the idea of cooperation and
collaborations was, “Just do it!”
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Other Discussion

How about an HRM-wide tree by-law that requiresthat every tree cut down by adeveloper must
be replaced with anew tree.

Does the Regiond Plan’s Culture and Heritage section discuss the contribution of Mi’kmag and
black settlers within HRM?

Who controls/oversees/approves the issue of harbour filling? The answer is that the oversght is
complex and multi-jurisdictiond, involving dl three levels of government. There is an active
Harbour Steering Committee that deals with these issues.

How can we protect view planes from on-site and off-site bonusing?

Discusson Table Environment

Burning Quedtions

1.

Parks like the Mainland Common need to have protection from land uses that are not in keeping
with typical park uses. A park should be a park. How will the Draft Regiona Plan protect our
parks?

The Draft Regiona Plan has outlined the many types of open space in HRM and has dassfied a
range of parks that include: neighbourhood, district, community and regiona parks. Eachtype of
park serves a different need and population. The Draft Plan identifies the primary purposes of
parks. These purposes include recreation activities and preservation of the naturd environment.
For regiona parks, activitiessuch as environmentally sustainable foresiry are permitted, providing
they do not undermine the environmentd integrity of the park.

Comments

Parks should be reserved for recreetiond activities and preservation of the natura environment.
Other uses should not be permitted.

How do we keep loca parks open for unstructured play activities? Loca parks need to be
retained for generd use. What will the Draft Regiond Plan do to protect loca parks from
specidized uses (e.g. horseshoe pits) that only serve a smal segment of the popul ationand restrict
other users from the enjoyment of their loca park?

Although the Draft Regiona Plan establishes guiddines related to the size, Sghting and generd
purposeof loca parksit does not specificdly indudeplansfor dl local parksinHRM. However,
the Draft Regiona Plan does propose anOpen Space Functiond Planthat will address park needs
a aloca scde. In addition, the Draft Plan aso proposes that Community Plans establish a
community visoning process where park useswill be considered.
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Comments

- Our children need neighbourhood parks where they can experience open and unstructured play
activities.

3. The policy for the 20 metre setback from watercourses in the Draft Regiona Plan dlows for the
removal of treesinorder to provide watercourse viewsfor landowners. Thisshouldn’t beallowed.
Why doesthe Draft Plan dlow for tree removals?

- The proposed policy seeksto balance the desires of property owners for water views with the
need to retain vegetation to preserve water quality and habitats for fish and other wildlife.

Comments
- If people want to enjoy water views they should leave their homes and take awalk to the shore.
- Thispolicy can't be enforced. People will remove trees after development.

- The Draft Plan needs to focus more on stewardship and public education about the vaue of
protecting our watercourses.

- HRM should enforce this policy through fines and by-law enforcement officers.

4, Why was a standard 20 metre setback from watercourses chosen when science shows that
buffers based on ecological science often exceeds this standard?

- The standard was adopted from studies commissoned by HRM tha recommended that the
Municipdity consder using standards similar to those approved by the Province for forestry
practices. The standards are considered to be defensible because they are sanctioned by the
Province. In addition the proposed standards can be extended from 20 metres based on loca soil
and dope conditions. Also, community plans conducted after the Regiond Plan can, with
community consensus, adopt more stringent standards based on loca needs.

Comments

- Climate change has resulted in frequent and severe weether events that include high winds. The
proposed 20 metre vegetated buffer from watercourses will not be sufficient to prevent the blow
down of trees. The buffer will therefore be ineffective in the protection of watercourses.

5. How will the Draft Regiond Planensurethat HRM works cooperatively with the NS Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) to protect wildife habitat? Species such asthe Mainland Mooseare
threatened with extinction on the Chebucto Peninsula.

- The Draft Regiond Planmakes specific mention of the need to protect the habitats of endangered
gpecies. It includes habitat maps and seeks to avoid development in these areas. The Draft Plan
a so includes policies concerning the need for morecooperative management and planning activities
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with senior government agencies with jurisdiction concerning the protection of wildlife habitat.
Although HRM hasno jurisdictionconcerning the protection of wildife habitat the Draft Plan points
to the need for dl levels of government to engage in habitat protection.

Comments

- The Chebucto Peninsula wildlife corridors in the Draft Plan point north to south. There are
corridors that likdly travel in other directions. More work needs to be done to identify these
corridors.

6. Whenwill the Western Commons Stewardship Committee be established and what will the terms
of reference be for that committee?

- The Draft Regiond Plan does not contain specific policies concerning management of this area
however, the Draft Plandoesindudeit as one of five new proposed regiond parks. The Draft Plan
aso includes policies concerning an Open Space Functiond Plan that would address detailed
planning issues related to this area. I the policies related to the Open Space Functiona Plan
contained in the Draft Regiond Plan are approved by HRM Councl then it is likdy that the
committee could be formed.

Comments

- This committee has been proposed for many years and there has been no action to create this
group. The concept plan for the Western Commonwas adopted by HRM Council severa years

ago.

7. Is the Regiond Plan strong enough to protect and enhance public access to watercourses,
especidly the ocean?

- Lessthan 2% of Nova Scotia socean coastlinesarein public ownership. In addition, the cost of
coastd propertiesiscongantly risng. The Draft Regiona Plan proposes closer cooperation with
senior levds of government to achieve many of its objectives. One of the objectives identified in
the Plan is the retention of citizen water access. The proposed HRM Subdivison By-law aso
contains provisions related to requirementsfor water accessfor parkland dedications arisng from
subdivison.

Comments

- There are many areas of HRM where water access has been logt due to development. This
gtuation should not be alowed to continue.

8. How will HRM protect and enhance its parks?

- The Draft Regiond Plan sets generd guidelines for the protection and enhancement of parks.
Detalled planning concerning parksin HRM will be contained inthe Draft Plan’ s proposed Open
Space Functiona Plan. Thisplan will consider the number of parksin HRM, their functions, costs
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and needs in order to provide adequate services for the active and passive recreationa needs of
HRM citizens. Community Planswill dso consder the need for locd leve parks.

Comments

Y oushould condder the needs of future generations, not just those of us who are presently using
the parks.

Idand developments have been ignored by HRM. In St. Margarets Bay a subdivision on Troop
Idand resulted in no parkland being dedicated. HRM took a cash in lieu of settlement instead of
accepting parkland. Locd citizens need to be involved in these decisons.

What measures will be put in place through the Draft Regionad Plan to ensure that the natural
environment is protected and that there is compliance with these requirements?

The Draft Regiond Plan contains many policies concerning the protection of the natural
environment. The Draft Planincludes provisonsfor the retention of vegetated watercourse buffers
and for new subdivisions, requirements for native vegetation to be preserved.

Comments

10.

A key dement of the Draft Plan should be to increase manpower for enforcement and timely
responses to infractions.

Stewardship and public education needs to be emphasized.

Tax benefits through provincid assessments should be considered for citizens donating land for
environmenta preservation.

How will HRM convince developers to respect the natura environment during development?

The Draft Regiond Plan contains provisons for the protection of watercourses and native
vegetation during devel opment.

Comments

10.

Enforcement will be necessary to ensure that these policies are maintained.

What will the improvements be to playgrounds and equipment? How will communitiesbeinvolved
in decisons concerning parks?

The Draft Regiond Plan proposes that parkland dedications from the development of new
subdivisons be increased from 5% of the totd areaof the subdivison to 10%. This measure will
dlow for a greater amount of open space to be retained in new developments. In addition, the
Draft Plan proposes an Open Space Functiona Plan that will survey dl existing parksinHRM to
determine improvements necessary for park amenities. Also, the community planning processes
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recommended by the Draft Plan would address parkland needs & a community leve with
provisons for community stakeholder committees.

Comments

There should be better cooperation between HRM and the School Board when new schools are
congtructed. It’simportant that playgrounds and parks be included then.

Discusson Table Environment

Burning Questions

1. What does “regiona park” mean and how will regiona parks be designated and zoned (and
integrated with other levels of government)?

2. How will the regiond plan address the wildlife remaininginHRM and addressissues of hedthand
safety for both the wildlife and the residents?

3. How will gaffing policiesbe adjusted to meet the needs of a growing populationand the necessary
maintenance and enhancement of parkland areas to accommodeate this growth?

4, When will residents see concrete results from the regiond plan?

5. Theregiond plan establishes an underlying principle, natura areaswill be apriority. How will the
regiona plan address conflicts such as transportation corridors through these natural areas?

6. The regiond plan must contain appropriate development policies with environment as the number
one priority.

7. How will the regiond plan address urban sprawl? (and specificaly, on idands?)

8. How will water quality monitoring objectives be achieved and inter-municipa cooperation, in this
regard, achieved?

9. What will be the rale of the exising municipa planning strategies, the processfor their review, and
thetime line for these reviews? (As a specific example, what happens with the Hdifax Parkland
Strategy?)

Discusson

The regiond plan would serve to reinforce the habitat value of the Birch Cove Lakes/Blue
Mountain areaand protect it through specia designationand zoning. Where privately owned lands
are contained within the proposed regiona park aress, the province and HRM would work with
land ownersto redize thisobjective. Protectionasaregiond park, as defined under the proposed
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plan, would provide greater protection for threatened species and valued natura areas. During
discusson of the proposed Blue Mountair/Birch Cove Lakes Regiond Park, it was suggested by
HRM staff that the park could ‘co-exist'.

The Draft Regiona Planmakes specific mention of the need to protect the habitats of endangered
gpecies. It includes habitat maps and seeks to avoid development in these areas. The draft plan
a so includes policies concerning the need for more cooperative management and planning activities
with senior government agencies with jurisdiction concerning the protection of wildlife habitat.
Although HRM has no jurisdiction concerning the protection of wildife habitat the draft planpoints
to the need for dl levels of government to engage in habitat protection.

HRM has limited municipa jurisdiction for the protection of natura areas such as forests and
watercourses but it does have responsbilities with regard to land use and development. The
Province is responsible for most of Nova Scotia's environmentd protection athough it shares
jurisdictionwith the Government of Canada for coasta areas and fishhabitat protection. Policies
contained in Chapter 2: Environment deal withenvironmenta protectionissuessuch as watercourse
setbacks, vegetation retention, and erosion controls that the municipality can require during and
after new developments. Policies contained in Chapter 10: Governance cdl for gresater levels of
intergovernmental  cooperation to establish new mechanisms and agreements regarding
environmentd protection. HRM does not have any direct jurisdiction regarding provincia
respongbilities concerning the protection of wildlife habitat but HRM will seek to cooperate with
the Province to protect wildlife. In addition, the Draft Regiona Land Use By-law recognizes
territoriessuchasprovincid Wilderness Areas withmunicipa zoning that correspondstothe habitat
protection intent of Nova Scotia' s Wilderness Protection Act.

Resdents and wildife come into conflict with one another as development moves further into
wildernessareas and areas home to bears, deer, etc. Animds aredrawn to the odors of garbage,
barbeques, etc. and canbecome anuisance to resdents. Their interactionwithpeople oftenleads
to ther demise. The open space subdivision concept for rura subdivision offers an approach
where some levd of land development outside the urban areas may still occur, but such
development is contained on asmaler footprint and away fromhighly senstive and vaued natural
aess. By retaining aminimum of 70% of the land parcel as undisturbed area, and in combination
withother large tracts of open space, it is possible greater areas of wildernesswill be avallable for
natural processes.

The Draft Regiond Plan proposes that parkland dedications from the development of new
subdivisions be increased from 5% of the total area of the subdivison to 10%. This measure will
alow for agreater amount of openspaceto beretained innew developments. Thedraft plandso
proposes an Open Space Functiona Planthat will survey dl exidting parksin HRM to determine
improvements necessary for park amenities. The community planning processes recommended
would address parkland needs at a community level with provisons for community stakeholder
committees.

EnsuringHRM has suffident gaffing resources will be essential to theimplementationof theregiona
plan in terms of creating the functiond plan and managing an appropriate public consultation
program to ddliver this functiond plan. The regiond plan will provide the basis for the HRM
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budgeting process in terms of delivering on the actions contained in the plan. The budgeting
process will ded with staffing resources and the maintenance and enhancement of park land and
open space aress. (Maintaining what we have now seemsto be ared chalenge for HRM, never
mind what we may havein 10 years - hence the question)

The Generdized Future Land Use Map contains an Open Space and Natural Resource
Desgnation that gpplies manly to the publicly owned lands and provides for an interconnected
system of open space. Use of land within this designation would be limited to the traditiona
resource indugtries (agriculture, forestry and mining) and protective zoning will be placed on
regiond parks, wildernessand conservationareasthat areto be preserved and used intheir natural
gtate, such as Birch Cove Lakes and Blue Mountain.

The Draft Regiond Plan establishes a good balance between development, environmenta
protection and the preservation of open space. In 2003/04 Regiond planning staff conducted a
review of the environmenta assets of the Region and consulted with a variety of stakeholder
groups. Draft Regiona Planmaps such as the Generdized Future Land Use Map (M ap #2) show
an extensive network of interconnected open space. Other maps ( #3,#4, and #5) depict the
Region' sparks, trails, naturd corridors and sgnificant habitats. Regiond planning $aff conducted
environmentd research firg before identifying future settlement areas. The Draft Regiona Plan
proposes new protective measuresfor watercourses and wetlands and greater cooperative efforts
with senior levels of government withenvironmenta protection mandates. With al three levels of
government working together therewould be more opportunitiesto pursue integrated management
approaches to protecting our environmental assets.

The Regiond Plan doesn’t anticipate “packing” people anywhere. It's a question of regaining a
balance between settlement and openspace. Presently the average size of our homesand lotsare
400% larger than they werein the 1960s. Combine that withsmaler familiesand it trandatesinto
a much greater impact on the land. The draft Plan supports arange of housing types from low
density up to high density with many choices in between. People are happiest when they have
chosen to live in a place that fits their lifestyle. Regardiess of the density of new or existing
Settlement areas, green spaces are apriority in the Draft Plan.

Policies in the draft plan deal with water qudity monitoring, the naturdization of channelized
watercoursesand the protection of wetlandsto ensurethar habitat, water filtering, and stormwater
retention values are maintained. Although the new watercourse setback provisonswill only affect
new developments, residents should see improvements in lake water arisng from the proposed
activities of the Plan’s proposed Storm Water Management Functional Plan. The Plan also
supports community education and stewardship for water quality protection.

The Draft Plan recommends the development of a Storm water Management Functional Plan to
ensure that storm water discharges are not haomful to the environment.  With the assistance of
Environment Canada, impervious surfaces in HRM’ s watersheds were mapped using satellite
imagery. Scientific research indicates that when the area of impervious surfaces (roads, buildings,
parking lots) exceed 10% of the total area of a watershed significant declines in water qudity
become evident. This research will be used in future watershed studies. Policy of the draft plan
fosters stewardship with a proposed public education program concerning the harmful effects of
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unauthorized materias discharged into storm water and sanitary sewers.

0 The 20 metre standard for watercourse protection was adopted from the Water Resource
Management Study commissioned by HRM. The study recommended the Municipdity consider
using standards similar to those approved by the Province for forestry practices. The standards
are considered to be defensble because they are sanctioned by the Province. In addition the
proposed standards can be extended from 20 meters based on loca soil and dope conditions.
Also, community plans conducted after the Regiona Plan can, with community consensus, adopt
more stringent standards based on local needs.

- A programand time line to undertake community visoning and community planning, and to update
and review exising municipa planning srategies, will be outlined inthe regiond planbeforeit goes
to Council. This process will begin once the Regiona Plan is adopted.  In many ingances, the
objectives of existing MPS', wherethey are congstent withthe regiond plan, will be strengthened
by regiond policies. Priority for the update and review of community plans will be based onthose
areas where growth pressure is the greatest, such asthe Tantallon and Fall River aress.

- The Hdifax Parkland Strategy remainsanimportant piece of informationto be considered asapart
of the process to create the Open Space Functiona Plan.

- Environment is an over-arching theme which needs to be captured in dl things - Culturd,
Economic, Housing, etc. For example, design elements that encourage walking in a safe,
environmentally pleasing and friendly site, be it housing or shopping or school or al three close at
hand! Thiswill give avaue added feature to both settlement and commercia developments. These
elements need to be integrated in al future development without question - in other words 5 or
10% green space is not what we want in an isolated corner of the development - it is needed
throughout the development so that al users are respective and aware of this postive effort - it is
part of our culture. Trees need to be saved on dl lots - none of this clear-cutting and plant one
treg/lot on the HRM fringes.

- A 'MATRIX' or “interactiontable’ was mentioned. A seriesof linked or overlgpping themescould
incorporate preservation of the environment at the core and give top status to itsimportanceto dl
planning initigtives - “influence on” (across the top of the matrix); “influence of” (down the left
column of the matrix).

< Busness Parks were mentioned.  There needs to be a new thinking about this aspect of the
economy. Currently they are al 'car' focussed and do not serve the waking or public
transportation user. This needs to change, and the environment features in this, strongly. Linear
parks, naturd corridors or pathways and/or sdewaks encourage active transportation.
Remediation of logt habitat or naive species - trees, shrubs - will create a more culturally
acceptable environment - Bayers Lake could be amodd for thisimprovement. People will end
up staying longer and spending more money while enjoying a positive experience a picnic tables,
pathways, etc. Currently, they are dwaysin arush to leave!

Other quedtions and comments
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What did you come here tonight to accomplish?

to learn more about the plan as related to natura areas policies and if we can really make a
difference,

to become better informed.
to learn more about how the plan will incorporate new and exigting trals.
to meet people with Smilar interests.

to support the HRM regiond planand learnhow to lobby for the preservation pf parks and natural
corridors.

to try and get a sense of HRM' s will to do what the plan suggests.

to catch up with the process and see where | might contribute.

to gather awareness on the regiond plan and its impact on resdents.

to understand how regiona parks will protect the environment

to understand what a“regiond park” zone means.

to understand the weaknesses/strengths of aregiond park land use zone

to understand how regiond park policieswill be integrated with provincid levels

hope to assst in molding a plan that protects the environment without undue regulation of human
activity.

What will make you happy you came here this evening?

my questions addressed

go away knowing that the regiond parks are a “go” without highways cris-crossing them, i.e.
Highway 113 through Blue Mountain-Birch Cove Regiond Park - public consultation open and
trangparent re whether or not there is a need for this road!

good discussion, new idess, resolution

the naturd environment, i.e. parksand corridorsreman apriority and survive competing interests

three hours of fruitful discusson and excelent input from HRM

if I can participate and gather an understanding of the principles of the regiond planand how it will
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be implemented
assurances aregiond park designation will result in “red” protection for the landscape

assurances the Birch Cove Lakes Regiond Park will be established and will be large enough to
protect the wilderness

-assurances conflicts between trangportation policies and regiond park strategies will be treated
openly and fairly

to see our community’s views reflected in the find regiona plan as enacted
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What can you do to ensure this workshop is a success?
participate
we cregte some gods that are redigtic and immediate

that highway 113 is taken off the map - this highway is only rdlevant top bypassthe city - wewant
to focus on building roads that help with city traffic, i.e. service roads dongside mgor areas

participate and give feedback to other members of the public who maybe could not attend or have
specific interests

participate
issues brought up by the participants are looked at and addressed as appropriate
listen, think, participate

participate where | can add vaue
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