Overview of March 2007 Open Houses

Public open houses were held at three locations in March 2007.
· Dartmouth High School, Dartmouth, Monday March 5th, 2007;

· Queen Elizabeth High School, Halifax, Wednesday March 7th, 2007; and

· Sackville High School, Lower Sackville, Thursday March 8th, 2007.

These meetings were intended to inform the public about the Parking Strategy and the types of options being considered, and to give participants an opportunity to consider and recommend options that could be pursued to address current issues as well as future objectives. Attendees to the open houses included individual residents, representatives of resident associations, business owners and developers, representatives of business associations and various HRM staff. 

Here is what you told us….

· Parking Management Must Support Competitiveness of Downtown Businesses: Downtown business proprietors emphasized that parking management should improve the experience of the short-term downtown visitor. Identified opportunities include appropriate provision of long-term employee parking, low cost, but well-enforced short-term parking, dynamic pricing of short-term parking, better user information on available parking supply. It was felt that long-term parking, on the other hand, should be managed to encourage users (e.g., commuters) to shift modes.

· More Transportation Options are Needed: Many participants emphasized that current transportation behaviour is not sustainable and identified the need to improve transportation options, particularly public transit. In general, participants were supportive of higher parking prices and parking restraint policies as long as they were coupled with improvement in other mobility options. 

· Residential On-Street Parking Management Needs to Be Improved: Participants expressed frustration with the current on-street parking situation in central Halifax neighbourhoods, such as the North End where many dwellings do not have off-street parking spaces. Particular concerns include the lack of on-street parking during the day due to parking from nearby employees and during the evening from theatre patrons and other visitors, and the winter on-street parking ban. Identified opportunities for improvement included an area-wide parking permit system, more effective and aesthetically pleasing parking pricing technologies and alternatives to the winter parking ban.

· Design and Appearance of Parking is Important: Several participants commented on the importance of parking facility design and appearance. Large surface lots are generally viewed as undesirable both for aesthetic and environmental reasons. The importance of the architectural integration of parking facilities was also identified. Options identified include angled on-street parking, landscaping requirements, parking maximums, and developing economic strategies to encourage parking structures.

2. Public Input  . 








