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~itv of Hc lifR.x, 
~ a ri EstRte Division, PO. Box 17~~' 
~alif2x, Nova s~otir BJJ 3A5 

Attention: i'·Ir. ~·!oocr 

Jenr Sir: 

The following iteMs ere PS recorded in the minutes cf 
~eetings of United I·:emoria 1 Church: 

From Congreg8tionFl ~eeting, August 11, 1975 'Pro~08~l #2 - As P 

~enorial lls could be rerr:over s n~ plFCPO ~ r- c 7~rt 2l~b 
in front of o to or....e_s · n, o.f' thP '"!hurch 1 • 'Pill 0rr th An :!:'e ·~:i1't-
":1 on Bn inter"j e:w_b, hf'n with Ere. T. "i. Thor-r~' -th<"> c1-:-UQr ·')°!: the 
l:: A°lls. EeC2USP of thf'· l'r-oblern~ i::risin,.,. frmr. ' ct:'U('tur ~ l f r ilinr.:f 
Q_f th-:> tower,_ !·Trs. Thorrn:-son f'~!'eer tht- belh~ CQU .:i Y't'P"'O~-e ::1 en S'Jlrl: 

ho?. proceerls fr0 - P h 0 lls to t-e rlon· terl t...., tl:.i:.' ':'hurch 
for· revenue. It wr::f" ~urrgesteri 8 sr-rller bell c0ulr bf' T"'U .. c~£=si:-d "nr1 
" ~uit!?ble T"'l~ P pff:i:xE»r1 t0 corrJr.erno.,.,c-f:e th~ '11'irdnr-l ~~ £..ti ...,"G. 1 

::'ro:oi Offici .ol Borir,.:i JVP.eti.nr:, 2:«r clc _31 , io75 'Fr. :··->,..f'lP "!"l?f':lr-te-=: on 
'-' letter recei"en f'rori J\1Clerr-8n Pulli· ' ·'"rl to thP effAct th"'t the citv 
could not a ffo,.., d t _o c_bP:::e the ls, J:lnd r.u~:;F>ste::l r.s "TI .:-lter..:- ·· 
n ~ te prorositi".:ln thE"t "' -:nfl Alr:errrr:i t; Pslker r::ir:ht r::>i~e fun,513 to 
buy_ the bells nrivP.teiv PTirJ rloncte t trl._t::'l tbA city. This f:-J~ cl id no._ ~ ....., 
.. u eppe&r to e fFIVOr Pbly loo ked uron by the reetin,rr. ·:ev. rr•. 
~~rple suggested th2t nn Pd for the s 2 le of the bell~ be plrc~a in 
the Unit ec Church Observer end thi ~ we s 2g r·ee d to. ~~oy !-,'i 1 .:: c1n s ugg
es ted 2 price of ~25,~JJ would be r re &sonefule b~EiE for negotirtin € 
a sole~ wit some ·1exio1lity between :32 J , GO J - ~2,S,OJ ::J . I·:oti:in to 
this effect wBs made bv Pnnie Grant, seconded by Dorothy Currie end 
carried. 1 • 

hom Official Board Meeting, December 4, 1976 'Hnrry Eisnor report
e~ that there wes nothing new on r buyer for the bell~. After EO~e 
~l3cussion it wEs ['greed thr:t if the 1-.rolfville BG tiE:t Chur·ch w~s 
n~eres....t.ad_in__buyi ngr ther.J. f a we would off er therr1 for :..; J , 'D ...i , 

this payment to be epread over e neriod of from 5 to 10 years, with 
some down pRyment. This W8A moved by ~oy Wilson, seconded by George 

cont'd 
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1 
~ccb811, Development Control 

..,ad•, neal Estate 
~ 
_.r 2nd, 1979 

Lllon Bells-Uni tad Memorial Church 
I . 

'!'his will confirm our meeting of October 1, at Fort ?7eedhar.i, 
10 the above subject. 

It was generally agreed at the neeting that the most 
ooro riate site f s on or eedham 

"ould be in the northern_rno_s_t _sec.tion_o_ the-hil1.,-appr..oxima~y 
lO~i0=-~15~0:!....~.J.S~~offh 'Ch@ ense- sur-:r:"eund-!ng- tha- p.l.aY-ing field. 

This site was so consider eel as it is a f a}.rl 
which is presently undeveloped and would expand ~t~h~e---:u~s~a---~e~area 
ot the hill. It would be possible, ?t the same tirno, to relocate 
~e- me~orinl on the southern aection, .. - · -_ 

The site was also considered as it would be the f~rthe~t 
distant point from any of the houses in the illllilediate ar~a and 
hence would be less disruptive to the neighbourhood. 

It was agreed hat Local Plannin . an 1 D~si n woul~! start 
working on the desiqn cri e~ ~ ~ a structure to house the bells 
to' use as a basis for my report to Council. At the same- time, 
Recreation will look ~t the overall positioning of the play areas 
as they now exist with a view to possibly extending th~ soccer 
pitch southward to alleviate its present intrusion on the ball 
diamond at the northern end. 

Mr. Murray i9 also to confirm to this Division that the 
site indicated per our meeting, is acceptable to the Recreation 
Department so that an approximate area can be designated in my 
report. 

In the meantime, I will be investig~ting the costs of 
electrification of the bells at the su9qasted site as well as 
costs of relocation from the church site to the top of the hill. 

MPW/sfs 
c.c. N. iturray 

~ 
K.P. Woods 
Development Assistant 

/ 
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M. P. Woods, Real Estate 1. FOLLOW UP 

N. R. Murray, Recreation 2. FOLLOW UP 

October 9 2 1979 3. FOLLOW UP 

Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church CT : 4 . COMPLETION DATE 

In reference to your memo of October 2, 1979, we feel t hat the .site mas~ 
a propriate would be at the Nor..th.ernmost end of Fort Needham - we will 
have to ensure that our point of installation is equidistant from residences 
in the area or if we could have more information as to the sound level 
created we may be able to consider this factor in the proposed structure 
to house the bells. 

Playfield extensions would be· orientated to the Southern portion of the 
site and this aspect will be carefully orchestrated with this proposed 
project. 

N'. R. Murray, Supt. 
Research & Development - Recreation 

CC : Howard J. Oehmen 

/ 

Z57 
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~-~o: His Worship the Mayor 

FROM: G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 

DATE: November 30, 1983 

SUBJECT: The Memorial Bells - Fort Needham 

The Memorial Bells were donated to the United Memorial 
Church by Mrs. T.W • . Thompson as a memorial to her family, the Orrs, 
who perished during the 1917 explosion. The bells were presented 
by Mrs. Thompson (nee Barbara Orr) in 1920, but the opening 
ceremony was not held until 1921 at which time Mrs. Thompson played 
the carillon. 

The bells were made by the Meneely Company, an American 
firm. They were erected atop the church tower and stayed there 
until 1975, although the bells were inoperational since 1965. It 
was discovered in 1975 that the sheer weight of the bells and the 
vibrations they had produced had caused structural damage to the 
church tower. 

In 1975 the bells were removed and kept under canvas on 
the church lawn until July 26, 1983, when .. they were removed to the 
naval gun factory in Dartmouth for storage and refurbishing. Since 
the bells were removed in 1975 the church congregation and interested 
citizens have worked to find an alternate arrangement for the bells. 

Members of the congregation of the United Memorial Church 
first considered selling the bells and using the proceeds to purchase 
a smaller set of bells with the rest of the money going towards the 
Church revenues. Mrs. Thompson was contacted and approved. 

The bells were first advertised in 1976 for $25,000, but 
the Church fathers decided they would accept $20,000. Between 1976 
and 1978 the only viable offer was made by the Wolfville Baptist 
Church. The Wolfville congregation offered $10,000 for the bells. 

Early in 1976, Aldermen Sullivan and Walker had offered 
to raise money for the purchase of the bells with the intent that 
they would donate the bells to the City. This idea was turned down 
by the congregation in 1976 but by 1979 the Church approached City 
officials to see if the City would want to purchase the bells directly. 
Due to the cost of buying the bells and the eventual cost of the 
re-installation, City officials, at that time, agreed to consider the 
cost of the project as long as the bells were donated to the City. 
By January 1980, the church trustees had concurred. 

2 • • • • • 
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When the City first considered allocating funds for the 
bell structure, it was anticipated $40,000 would be needed (see 
report November 27, 1979). During the Capital Budget discussions 
for 1980, $40,000 was set aside for the relocation. Although all 
discussions of the bell relocation were tenative at this time, a 
site on the southern end of Fort Needham was purposed as being 
ideal for the carillon (see enclosed site diagram). This proposed 
site was never discussed before Council, although the matter of the 
Fort Needham site was raised at a Finance and Executive meeting on 
July 23, 1980. 

At this time Alderman Sullivan mentioned the Ford Needham 
site, in passing, as he recommended that the City approach the other 
two levels of government for funding. This recommendation was put 
before Council on July 31, 1980, the matter was passed. Letters 
were sent to Mr. Edmund Morris, the MLA for Halifax Needham, and 
Mr. Gerald Regan, MP for the Halifax Riding. Though both letters 
were acknowledged, no confirmation was made by either Mr. Morris or 
Mr. Regan (so far as we know). 

The only further mention of financing the project was Mr. 
Morris' interjection in April of 1981 that he did not agree with 
inter-government financing nor did he believe that using funds from 
the 'Relief Fund' would be appropriate owing to the situation. 

Except for the motion of locating the monument at Seaview 
Park, there was little activity on the Memorial Bells between 1980-
1983. In the interim the cost of the project sky-rocketed. 

It is only since the organization of the Memorial Bells 
Committee in July 1983 - the first meeting was held September 29, 
1983 - that the Ford Needham relocation has resurfaced. Earlier in 
November, 1983, Mr. Morris, who instigated the organization of the 
Committee announced that the Provincial Government would be prepared 
to match 'dollar for dollar to a maximum of $100,000' the money 
raised by private sector contributions,,,. Oland Breweries has 
apparently undertaken the project of raising private sector funds. 
The Committee soon after announced the chosen location for the bells 
with the plan that the building would be open on December 6, 1983, 
the 67th anniversary of the Halifax Explosion. 

Mr. Mike Woods, of the Development Department, who has been 
involved with the bells project since its onset, stated that, to his 
knowledge, no one in his department was consulted about the present 
proposed location. 

/pn 

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT 
CITY CLERK 
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sis Worship Mayor Edmund· Morris 

Michael Woods, Development Assistant 

November 2~, 1979 , 

Carillon .Bells - United Memorial Church 

with the Recreation 
Department at Fort Ne!;l..dhanu nd a site on the no~thern_P-Qrt on o~ 
the hill, approximately_ l.O_O_ feet_nor..th-P-Lt_he fence surr_o.un~---, 
th8_p1ay:=lle s_cho.~~n as the mQ~t_appropriate location fo~ 
r loca i the beils. 

The City Architect is presently preparing a conceptual 
design for the housing of the bells, and this is expected to be 
completed shortly. The terms of reference have been formulated 
with respect to the structure, and it is now a matter of incor
porating these items into an appropriate design and costed as well. 

An inquiry was made of Irving Equipment: as to the cost of 
relocating and placing the bells on the structure, and this was 
estimated at $300. 

'l'he Department had further discussion with Reverend Marple 
of the United Memorial Church concernin the cost to the City of 
acquiring the beils. It~was_expl.ain.e.Q. to the Reverend that the 
City would be fa-cin9--eens-iderable--ees-t-s-i-n-re10.c_at ng-an · sa~ing 
th{! bells up on Fort Needham and that in view o~ese costs,_it is 
felt that ls should be dgnatea to f l:iiiC:ity. Reverend Marple 
concurred with this suggestJ.on_b..ut_adde at the final decision 
would rest with the Board of Trustees. 

'!'he Reverend indicated that he is prepared to take the 
matter to the Board and recommend in favour of donating the bells to 
the City. He mentioned that probably the mos~ appropriate time to 
do so would be at the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees, which 
is usually held during the last week in January but that an emergency 
meeting could be held at any point in ·time prior to that if so requested. 

' 
Letters were written to the~eneely - ~ell Company, the 

original installers of the bell , in a dltion to I.T. Verdin Machine 
Company and Schulmer c Car on Incorporated in an attempt to receive 
some technical information concerning the actual installation of the 
bells and their operation once relocated to Fort Needham. 
Unfortunately, all of the companies are located in the United States, 
and staff has not received any response thus far. 

• •• 2 
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In the meantime, inquiries were made to local churches 
)n the area1 and we were fortunate to receive considerable 
information from St. Aqnes Church. A meeting with Father Ryan 
of st. Agnes' indicated some basic but nevertheless important 
considerations: 

(1) The structure should consist of structural steel beams 
1nd ateel cross members and can be faced with 
appropriate materials. Steel is necessary to reduce 
the damaging effect of the heavy vibration cf the bells 
en materials such as cement. 

(2) The top of the structure should be open, yet the bells 
should be concealed as much as possible by grill work 
of some sort to minimize the possibility of vandalism. 

(3) The structure should be .approximately 20-25 feet in 
height, again to discourage vandalism. 

(4) consideration has to be given to some form of heat, 
electrical, solar, or otherwise, to prevent freeze-up 
of the mechanical equipment. A rough estimate of the 
cost of housing the bells and their related equipment 
is as follows: 

· Excavation 
Construction 
Electrical 
Mechanical 
'D'l'AL 

$ 2,000 
12,000 

3,000 
5,000 

$22,000 

As far as the operation of the bells is concerned, there 
are a number of alternatives that the City could consider. For 
example, St. Agnes Church has an automated program controlled by a 
slave clock which activates the scheduled ringing of the angelus 
on half-heur intervals throughout the day. Their system also 
includes a roll player with a number of tunes pre-programmed which 
can be played when deemed appropriate, in addition to a manual 
piane keyboard, which can be activated at any time and takes up 
relatively little space. 

The total cost of the complete system installed by the 
'church in 1964, which included an 18 bell carillon, was $18,264, 
with the cost of the bells and transportation from Holland represent
ing $12,600 of the total. Assuming that the bells would be donated 
and without the services of a qualified · installer to quote an exact 
price for installation, it would appear that in today's dollars, 
it would cost roughly $18,000 for a system equivalent to that of 
St. Agnes Church. Deletion of any one of the above-noted modes of 
operation would not reduce costs significantly. 

st. Agnes' usually engages the services of Tony Elderhorat 
from Pennsylvania to do the periodic maintenance of their bells. 
Apparently, he is a fairly well qualified individual and could advise 
the City as to thQ most aui~able system to install and the cost of same. 

' 

••• 3 
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3. 

,.rhaps the City might wish to consider en9a9in9 his professional 
,,r'lices. We would have to pay his travel expenses. 

'l>tal indicated costs are, therefore, as follows 
cassuminq bells are donated) : 

MPW/me 

Erection of suitable structure 
Relocation of bells to Fort Needham -
Estimated cost of electrification 
TOTAL 

c:.-..--?../"2~---

$22,000 
300 

18,000 
$4o,3oo 

M. P. Woods 
Development Assistant 
Real Estate Division 
Development Department 
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•s!\:\~·i:: & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
f··· SPECIAL MEETING 

M I N U T E S 

Council Chamber 
City Hall 
Ha 1 i fax , N . ~; • 
December 17, 1979 
2:20 P. M. 

A special meeting of the Finance & Executive 
cc~mittee was held on the above date. 

Present: His Worship the Mayor, Chairman; and 
Aldermen Maley, Shannon, Downey, Sullivan, Clarke, Wooden, and 
H.ir.'lshaw. 

Also Present: City Manager, City Clerk, and other 
11taff members. 

The meeting was called for the purpose of continuj 
consideration of the: 

1980-1984 PROPOSED CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

The City of Halifax Proposed Capital Expenditures 
~ocument for the years 1980 - 1984, was submitted. 

Information reports dated December 7 & 12, 1979, 
vere submitted. 

His Worship suggested the Committee commence by 
rc\'iewing the report dated December 7, 1979 which was in re:;f 
to questions raised at previous Capital Budget meetings. 

With respect to Question #1 dealing with Local 
l:provement Policy - Corner Lots, His Worship noted that Cour 
presently in possession of a report on the matter. 

actnewals, 
Co:=ittee 
49rcement 

With respect to Question #2(a) dealing with Sid 
Morris Street (Dresden Row - Birmingham) (N) , the 
agreed that the sidewalk be renewed dependent upor 
and funding by the Core Conur.ittee of NIP II. 

, His Worship then reviewed Question Nos. 2(b) t 
~~> and, on the matter of 2(f) relating to Sidewalk Renewa 
l~bu~q Road ~Oxford - LeMarchant) (S), the Committee agreed 
\;, tcm.as it 11 a~pears on Page #9 of the budget book, be er 

re.ad North instead of "South" and that staff be askec 
- ~~lt with D~lhousie University to see if the University 

. c south side coincident with the City doing the Nort· 

-~ retport ~fter re~iewing the remaining question contai 
· IJ:io •bff ' His Worship noted that as a result of a revie\'; 
. ia.iic4 tioreport dated December 7th., there were no budget 
: tt.il@ Cc=it~s for the 1980 budget. His W:>rship then sugge! 

ee turn.to the report dated December 12th. 

- 1 -
Note: full text of this page is 
unavailable; scanned from 
photocopy
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In referring to the information contained in the 
s~bmitted report, His Worship noted the Committee is $298,000 
a~ead of where it was before the budget discussions commenced 
and qu·estioned whether the merr.bers wanted to stop at this point 
or to include some of the shopping list items in the budget. 

A discussion ensued with respect to the education 
budget following which it was MOVED by Alderman Wooden, seconded 
by Alderman Clarke that the three items listed on Page #42 of 
the budget book dealing with Central Spryfield, Elizabeth 
Sutherland, and Addition and Major Renovation to the John W. 
MacLeqd School, remain in the budget. 

A short discussion followed and His Worship advised 
the motion was not necessary as no member of the Committee intended 
to make a motion that the items be deleted from the budget document. 

The Committee then agreed to review Appendix "D" 
attached to the report of December 12th for the purpose of 
developing a priority shopping li~t. At the request of the 
Chairman, the Committee agreed to add an item relating to the noving of 
the Church bells at the United Memorial Church to Fort Needhe.m, as 
·Item # 3 under "Miscellaneous Items" in the amount of $4 0, 000 prior 
to formulating priorities. 

The Corr~ittee then made a preliminary review of the 
shopping list as presented in Appendix D attached to the staff 
report dated Decerober 12, 1979. 

Under Sidewalk Renewals, Alderman Sullivan suggested 
that Item #1 dealing with. Kane Street, could be placed at the end 
of the shopping list. The Committee agreed that Item Nos. 2 to 
11 under Sidewalk Renewals, should remain on the shopping list. 

A short discussion ensued with respect to Item #12 
dealing with Inglis Street and the Chairman noted the project was 
scheduled for 1981. Alderman Maley referred to the sidewalk in 
front of the grey or brown apartment building which is in a 
deteriorated condition. Alderman Maley indicated she .did not 
mind if the Inglis Street project was not carried out but asked 
that staff patch the sidewalks in the NIP area and that they all 
be renewed at a later time. The City Manager noted that patching 
would be carried out with asphalt. 

His Worship suggested that the Inglis Street renewal 
was a matter that should be taken up by the NIP Committee. 

The Committee then turned to Item #13, Coburg Road, 
and His Worship noted the item was previously taken care of as 
the Committee switched the designation from South to North in the 
budget document. The Committee then agreed that the item be 
deleted. 

- 2 -

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Finance 
December 17, 1979 

Alderman Moore arrived at the meeting. 

The Committee also agreed that Item Nos. 14 and 15 
under Sidewalk Renewals be left on the shopping list as well as 
Item Nos. 1 & 2 under Paving Renewals. 

Discussion ensued with respect to the Ross Street 
Connector item under Traffic Improvements, and the Corrunittee agreec 
that an amount of $20,000 be included for 1980 and that an amount 
of $160,000 be included in the budget for 1981. 

Alderman Meagher arrived at the meeting. 

With respect to Item No. 2, Herring Cove Road, under 
Traffic Improvements, staff advised that the item involved line 
markings and that an amount of $5,000 would be appropriate, and 
the Committee agreed that such an amount be included in the 
shopping list for 1980. 

The Committee also agreed that the two items listed 
under Miscellaneous Items be included in the shopping list and 
that Item No. 3 dealing with Church Bells, Fort Needham, in the 
amount of $40,000 which was previously added, also be included 
in the shopping lis~. 

Under the heading Recreation, the Cornrr.ittee agreed 
that an amount of $100,000 be included in the budget for the year 
1981 for the item "Competitive Track", and that the item dealing 
with the Replacement, Spryfield Recreational Centre, be included 
in the shopping list for 1980. 

At the request of Alderman Clarke, the Committee 
agreed that the London Street item under Paving Renewals, be move< 
from 1984 to 1981. 

The Committee then proceeded to develop a priority 
shopping list, as follows: 

Item No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 

9. 

Kane St. (Isleville-Agricola) 
(S) SW, C&G 

Kane St. (Isleville-Agricola) 
(N) SW I C&G 

Kane St. (Isleville-Agricola) 
P, C&G 

Norwood (Cambridge-Beech) 
(N) SW I C&G 

Quinpool Rd. (Oxford-Kline) 
(Alderman Meagher abstained) 

Replacement Spryf ield Recreational 
Central Common~ Egg Pond, 

Walkway Lighting 
Ross· St. Connector, P, C&G, SW, 

S, T, LIP 
Hennessey (Agricola-Isleville) 

f~) !=:W. C&G 

Centre 
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Item No. 

10. Barrington (Prince-Sackville) 
(E) SW, C&G AND 

Barrington (Sackville-Blowers) 
(E) , SW, C&G 

11. Quinpool nd. (Connaught to Approx. 
Armcrescent) 

12. Gottingen St. (Cornwallis-Prince 
William) (E), SW, C&G 

Finance 
December 17, 1979 

13. Drysdale Rd• - North Side Improvements 
14. Herring Cove Rd. (Turning Area in 

front of Wendy's) 
15. Wren St. (Flamingo-Pioneer) 

(E) C&G, SW, ST, LIP 
16. St. Margaret's Bay Road (Quarry Road 

to North West Arm Drive, New Sidewalk, 
South Side 

17. Edward (University-South) (W), SW, C&G 
18. Barrington (Blowers-Sackville) 

(W) I SW, C&G AND 
Barrington (Sackville-Prince) 

(W),SW,C&G 

His Worship noted the Committee established a 
shopping list but that it had not moved any items into 
Appendix A of the staff report which presents the results of 
the deliberations of the Committee as of today's date. His 
Worship said the shopping list presents a list of projects that 
could be carried out if any money were not spent and suggested 
the Committee was not directing that the first $298,000 of the 
shopping list be added to the budget. 

A further short discussion and questioning of staff 
ensued and Alderman Wooden, in referring to funds that were 
included in the budget in 1979 for a library in Mainland South, 
indicated she would like to see an item included in the budget 
for 1981. 

Following a short discussion, it was MOVED by 
Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Clarke that the matter cf a 
budgetary provision for a possible mainland south public library 
be reserved pending receipt of a report of a joint Library and School 
Board Committee. 

Motion passed with Alderman Wooden against. 

MOVED by Alderman Sullivan, seconded by Alderman 
Meagher the Finance & Executive Committee recoromend that City 
Council adopt the 1980-1984 Proposed Capital Budget funding levels 
as presented in Appendix "A" attached to the staff information 
report dated December 12, 1979. 

1
Motion passed. 

- 4 -
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-:? •• !...l • " nt D1'ro_ctor of Dev~lop!nent •_1ra , 

P. ~oods, Devclo~~ent As3istant 

,".-ril 25 I 1980 

~~ ~illon Bells - U~it~rl Me~orial Church 

T~e Ma'lor 1 s 0ffice is followiPg up on this ~reject 
~ .. :_ it ::i.·::-"ce!.rs 2.S i E t.'.:.e :.-roj ?Jct will no-:. b2 a~.1le to proceed 
;:- ; :..:ic:.:i~- ·:tS t~1:J.t ry'":'.icc UOul<.'.. lik<J it to. 

1. r:~ ·,-; .. ..,ri·t r_-:~ .. · · :_~ t - · i:.:. · ~ :J: .l~ .:ci.~.~.s ·:;·: t..~1·~ r:~:!lrc .:1 and 
• .. •.. • .. • - .. , .... • -:-_ -_!.~ ·._ .... . :__, _1, .·- • •• r:. ·.1.1_ -. ·,· .-.. --.' . .:lr-:.f:__-:-• . ,,.~, ,,,.,.;._l_,..i.,._"l !-~ •• !. .).::.~S3 a~ ( .. :: .. ~:.:. -:.: :~ ~· · .. ; - < ~ ~ ........ ". - - . - - ~ ,- - - :_1 ---

·- • ~.. ·. .. ·::- :_ : : .. J~ : • i c:.. · .. · l ::-- r :-t · , · · 

- .:. ,,: '_ ?.. ~""i · ~ \ • c ~ t t: .. ; - i ~ "'- -- • -· . , :-!. ---. ~-= r :-:; · ·:: ;._ ·· -: l n ·-: ... 1 :. -=. .:_j _ 1 
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R. th~ wri .:.: .::~r an,: !1r. ; li tch e l ]_ -r:: '!t ~d ':.h ~ local 
11 1\les representative for Schuln'.cricl-i who ~1ro~.ri1..k~d broc!"mr:.)5 
ll:J to various tv:cs of nossibl c irist.:illc..tlons and sucvr·~stcd 
~."lat we write th~ he<.!.d ;:,ffice:-ant: .g;:\in an i1 ··.1'r0xim:tt;._;- indic'1-
tion of in3tallatinn costs with t~~ ~i2 of ~~ nari~l nla~ 
'lho-,,ing the a~?roxir.late setup we arc pro;::·osi11q; 

10. the· writer received a t'hont1 call fro1~! Sc!1ul;.i8 ric :·1 
f'Oqarding a suggcstc,1 · installatinn s~ tu;::· ~!! ~ t i':e lntt0:::: i3 
~~ted shortly i~ that req~rd. 

The Hayor vns provided a rough indication o5 cos-t:s of 
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s atrUctura to house the bells estimated at $22,000 in an 
oArlicr r:iemo. 

Mr. Mitchell presently has a number of other desig::: 
r rojects which are being given priority. 

?ossibly, we should be recommending a report to 
.::.Ot:..~cil th~t Ye hire a cons~ltant to design and cost a struc---~ . 
i ! tho expertise is available, to house the bells or, perhaps ,. · 
: :iy the travel expenses and cost for the Shulmerich represer.~ ~ -;-~ 
to c!csiqn sane. 

Either o~tion appears necessar1 if the project is ~~ 
c~ to a conclusion within the near future. Can we meet tc 
.a.i:JCU!JS? 

ec - c. L. Dodge, P.Eng. 
i\. H. Churchill 
c. E. Mitchell 

--;;nef 
M. P. Woods 
Development Assistant 
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TO: 

F'ROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Committee of the Whole 
July 23, 1980 

His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager 

July 9, 1980 

Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 

During the Capital Budget discussions, Council placed 
$40 000 in the 1980 shopping list, item 16 (_a), for the relocation < 

cari on be s - b 
parishioner o e nited Memorial Church as a memoria to a 
number of members of that particular family who lost their lives 
during the Halifax explosion. The Church found it necessary to 
remove the bells in recent years owing to the considerable stress 
on the Church tower which was deteriorating over time through 
their use. The bells are currently stored under cover on the 

.church property. 

Staff has met with members of the Board of Trustees 
who have indicated that in view of the circumstances in which the 
Church received the gift, it would be necessary to create some 
other form of memorial to the family. It was also considered 
quite appropriate to select a site on Fort Needham as an alternate 
location in consideration of its proximity to and the view it affc 
the actual location of the explosion. A site has been tentativel~ 
selected on the southern end of Fort Needham in the area as shown 
on the plan attached. The area considered consists of a small 
park-like setting and was chosen because of its economic advantagE 
to other locations on the hill in terms of making the bells 
operational. 

The proposal as discussed with the Board of Trustees 
would involve the erection of a tower on Fort Needham and the 
relocation and placement of the bells by crane. The bells could 
be operated by a manual keyboard tied into the United Memorial 
Church so that they could be played by remote control form at . 
the Church. It was also proposed to provide an outlet at the bas 
of the tower so that the bells could be played by the portable 
keyboard on site for special occasions. The top of the tower 
would have to be open, yet the bells should be concealed as much 
as possible by grill work of some sort to minimize the possibilit 
of vandalism. 

The bells were manufactured in the United Stp,___ Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



To His Worship 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

MINISTER: 

REV.NORMAN C. MARPLE. B.A •• M.DIV. 
5350 YOUNG STREET 

455-2774 

The Mayor of the City of Halifax. 

Dear Sir, 

, \ . .... , 
. I 

I 

TREASURER: 

, . - . · GEORGE ROY 
. - - . . . . 116A ADELAIDE AVENUE 

\ 443-8452 

. , · t'::... - . t •• 

tisc£1v.Eo 
JUN 10 1980 

MAYOR'S OFFJCE 
CITY HA!-L 

The undersigned are members of the United 

Memorial Church, duly appointed to consider future use 

of the Carillon Bells, formerly housed in the Church ~ower. 

ur Committee is in ag~eement with the~tent 

of the City of Halifax to further explore the use of the bells 

a~ outlined in the proposal he committee by 

Mayor Morris on the 

Also we agree that, until fur~her notice, Mr.Roy 

Wilson be the liaison person for our committee in any explora-

tory moves regarding the said bells. 

Dated at Halifax, N.S. June 6,1980 and signed by 

the committee members~ 

-- --··--:::==::;:;.:_--
~- -~ ..... "' ------,, . 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Committee of the Whole 
July 23, 1980 

His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager 

July 9, 1980 

Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 

During the Capital Budget discussions, Council placed 
$40,000 in the 1980 shop in list, item 16(a), for the relocation of 
carillon bells - ort Needham. The bells were donated by a 
parishioner o the United Memorial Church as a memorial to a 
number of members of that particular family who lost .their lives 
during the Halifax explosion. The Church found it necessary to 
remove the bells in recent years owing to the considerable stress 
on the Church tower which was deteriorating over time through 
their use. The bells are currently stored under cover on the 
Church property. 

Staff has met with members of the Board of Trustees 
who have indicated that in view of the circumstances in which the 
Church received the gift, it would be necessary to create some 
other form of memorial to the family. It was also considered 
quite appropriate to select a site on Fort Needham as an alterna..t,,e 
oca io - consLde.r..a_t_i_on of i s ~oxim~ty-~0-an the view it affords 

the actual location o_.f_ the ex9losion. \ A site has been tentatiy eJ..y 
~ected on the southern end of Fort Needham in the area_as-show.n.. 
on the plan attached. j The area considered consists of a small 
park-like setting and was chosen because of its economic advantages 
to other locations on the hill in terms of making the bells 
operational. 

The proposal as discussed with the Board of Trustees 
would involve the erection of a tower on Fort Needham and the 
relocation and placement of the bells by crane. The bells could 
be operated by a manual keyboard tied into the United Memorial 
Church so that they could be played by remote control form at 
the Church. It was also proposed to provide an outlet at the base 
of the tower so that the bells could be played by the portable 
keyboard on site for special occasions. The top of the tower 
would have to be open, yet the bells should be concealed as much 
as possible by grill work of some sort to minimize the possibility 
of vandalism. 

The bells were manufactured in the United States and 

---.-:,.;.....: -·--· -----
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there are no local companies involved with the installation and 
supplying of such equipment. Staff has corresponded with the 
schulmerich Carillon Company of Pennsylvania who have forwarded 
brochures as to the possible types of structures that could be 
constructed to house the bells. 

The City could design a structure which would support the 
carillon chimes but there are other factors such as resonating 
characteristics, proper seating of the bells, etc., which are 
beyond ~he expertise of City staff. The tower itself would 
represent the major cost in the relocation of the bells and it 
is estimated that this cost alone could exceed the $40,000 placed 
in the shopping list. In addition there would be added costs in 
running heavy gauge cable from the Church to the proposed site 
to permit their operation. It is staff's understanding with the 
Board that the bells would be donated as a condition of proceeding 
with the project. 

It is questionable whether this is a gift the City can 
afford to accept. In light of other priorities for capital 
funding staff is reluctant to recommend an expenditure of such 
magnitude. Since the project would continue to be a memorial 
to the explosion, it seems that the logical source of funding 
would be the other levels of government who administer the 
Relief Fund. 

Council is asked to give staff direction on the matter. 

Eng. 

MPW:T 

Attachment 

- -------- _.:. -Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



TO: 

i'ROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Conunittee of the Whole 
July 23, 1980 

His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager 

July 9, 1980 

Carillon Bells - United Memorial . Church 

During the Capital Budget discussions, Council placed 
$40,000 in the 1980 shopping list, item 16(a}, for the relocation of 
carillon bells - Fort Needham. The bells were donated by a 
parishioner of the United Memorial Church as a memorial to a 
number of members of that particular family who lost their lives 
during the Halifax explosion. The Church found it necessary to 
remove the bells in recent years owing to the considerable stress 
on the Church tower which was deteriorating over time through 
their use. The bells are currently stored under cover on the 
Church property. 

Staff has met with members of the Board of Trustees 
who have indicated that in view of the circumstances in which the 
Church received the gift, it would be necessary to create some 
other form of memorial to the family. It was also considered 
quite appropriate to select a site on Fort Needham as an alternate 
location in consideration of its proximity to and the view it affordi 
the actual location of the explosion. A site has been tentatively 
selected on the southern end of Fort Needham in the area as shown 
on the plan attached. The area considered consists of a small 
park-like setting and was chosen because of its economic advantages 
to other locations on the hill in terms of making the bells 
operational. 

The proposal as discussed with the Board of Trustees 
would involve the erection of a tower on Fort Needham and the 
relocation and placement of the bells by crane. The bells could 
be operated by a manual keyboard tied into the United Memorial 
Church so that they could be played by remote control form at 
t~e Church. It was also proposed to provide an outlet at the base 
~ the tower so that the bells could be played by the portable 

eyboard on site for special occasions. The top of the tower 
would have to be open, yet the bells should be concealed as much 
asf possible by grill work of some sort to minimize the possibility 
0 vandalism. · 

The bells were manufactured in the United 

·-- -
.,..._.,.._. ----Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



- 2 -

Ztates and there are no local companies involved with the 
installation and supplying of such equipment. Staff has 
~orresponded with the Schulmerich Carillon Company of 
?ennsylvania who have forwarded brochures as to the possible 
~ypes of structures that could be constructed to house the 
~ells. 

The City could design a structure which would support 
~te carillon chimes but there are other factors such as 
resonatinq characteristics, proper seating of the bells 1 etc., 
which are beyond the expertise of City staff. The tower itself 
·11ould represent the major cost in the relocation of the bells 
and it is estimated that this cost alone could exceed the $40,000 
placed in the shopping list. In addition there would be added 
costs in running heavy gauge cable from the Church to the proposed 
site to permit their operation. It is staff ~s understanding 
~ith the Board that the bells would be donated as a condition of 

~oceeding with the project. · 

~~- / If it is ouncil's wish to ~rsue the.proj~_.!:± ther, 
it is ~ecommended hat st~ff be ' autho zed to hire ~ consul ant. 
to pr vide a compl · dication of the of making the ~ lls 
aper ~·anal t the proposed site on Fort Needham. 

. ~ /~~d~ .. . - ' 
/". p / L .I/ ~··· ·~ d,,-.12 cfi~ 
~ec '41-v,tO!A v. v-L rv~7r 

::/)( ~ ~~~. 

MPW:T 

Attacli.ment 

Paul Calda, P. Eng. 
City Manager 
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Finance 
July 23, 1980 

carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 

A staff report dated July 9, 1980, was submitted. 

Deputy Mayor Sullivan :referred to the donation of the 
Bells and the possi bility of the Bells being housed as a memorial 
at Fo, t Needh!lm· 

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Sullivan, seconded by Alderman 
Hamshaw the Finance & Executive Cortlmittee recommend that the 
Provincial and Federal levels of government be approa~hed to 
contribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells - United 
Memorial Church. 

Motion passed. 

--... .....___ __ . 

--Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



July 31, 1980 

·.Hr illon Bells - United Memorial Church 

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Sullivan, seconded by Alderman Wooden 
~~~t. as recommended by the Finance & Executive Committee, the 
f :cv1ncial and Federal levels of government be approached to 
:: ~tribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells - United 
~c~orial Church. 

Motion passed. 
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TELEPHONE 
902-426- 6 4 2 9 

The Hon. Edmund Morris 

• 
- -

I 
I . 
ri' 

CITY OF HALIFAX 

September 4, 1980 

Minister of Fisheries & Intergovernmental Affairs 
10th Floor, Maritime Centre 
P.O. Bex 2223 
Halifax, N.S. 
B3J 2N3 

.. 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

83J 3A5 

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 

Dear Mr. Minister 

You are aware of the recent efforts by the City of 
Halifax to establish a memorial on Fort Needham to commemorate 
the victims of the Halifax Explosion. 

I understand that staff had noted in an earlier meeting 
in May that the cost of erecting a memorial utilizing the gift · 
of chimes could be upwards of $80,000, possibly hi91er, dependi~g 
on the size of the structure erected. You had further indicated 
a willingness at that time to explore the possibility of utilizing 
funds from the former Halifax Relief Commission Fund presently 
administered by the 'Federal Minister of Finance to be used in 
establishing the memorial. 

The matter was considered recently by City Council and 
in general, members supported the proposal in principle. However, 
in view of the sizeable expenditure and the particular circumstances 
involved, Council requested that the Provincial and Federal 
Governments be approached with a request for funding assistance. 

In consideration of your earlier offer, the City 
would appreciate any assistance you could provide in procuring 
funding to help defray the costs of this proposal. 

!"Iii" %4 

Your earliest response would be appreciated. 

Yours truly 

Ronald Hanson 
MAY 0 R 
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TELEPHONE 
902-426- 6 4 2 9 CITY OF HALIFAX 

The Hon. Gerald Regan 
Minister of Sport & Fitness 
House of Commons 
Ottawa_, Canada · 

September 4, 1980 

HALIF~X, NOVA 5.COTIA 
B3J 3A5 

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 
, 

Dear Mr. Minister 

The City of Halifax is currently considering a proposal 
to erect a tower housing a chime of bells on Fort Needham to 
serve as a memorial to the victims of the Halifax Explosion. 
The Bells were donated to the United Memorial Church by a 
parishioner ap a memorial to a number of members of that family 
who died during the explosion. The Bells are currently not in 
use and the Church is prepared to donate them for the above 
purpose. 

s been tentatively selected on the southe~n 
end of Fort in the area as show on _ e attached lan. 
The area considered consists of a small park-like setting and 
was chosen because of its economic advantages to other locations 
in terms of making the Bells operational: It is proposed that 
the Bells be operated by a manual .keyboard tied into the United 
Memorial Church by overhead cable. Preliminary cost projections 
indicate that the project would cost upwards of $80,000, or 
slightly higher depending on the size of the structure erected. 

City Council is in general agreement with the proposal 
but feels that funding assistance is warranted in view of the 
former circumstances involved. T e assets of course, from the 
former Halifax 'Relief Commission Fund are now administered by 
the Federal Minister of Finance. It is my understa ~ng that 
the City would require the concurrence of the Canadian Pension 
Committee in utili~ing a portion of the fund to erect a memorial. 

As Member of Parliament for the constituents of the 
Halifax riding any assistance you could provide in procuring 
funding to defray the costs of this worthwhile project would 
certainly be appreciated. · 

I await your response. 

·-·------· 

Yours truly 

Ronald Hanson 
MAY 0 R 
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His Worship Mayor Ronald Hanson 

R. B. Grant 

Septe~ber 9, 1980 

Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 

You probably recall a recent resolution of Council that 
the City approach the Provincial and Federal levels of 
government for funding assistance to erect a memorial on 
Fort Needham in memory of the Halifax Explosion victims. 

Attached are two suggested letters to the attention of 
Mr. Edmund Morris, MI.A for Halifax Needham and Mr. Gerald 
Regan, the Member of Parliament for the Halifax riding. 

I trust the wording is satisfactory. 

MPW:T 

~--·------
---------~:-- .. -- -

R. B. Grant 
Director of Development 
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FFICE OF THE MAYOR 

TY HALL. 1841 ARGYLE STREET 

. . 
HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3A!5 

September 11, 1980 

Dear Mr. Minister 

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 

You are aware of the recent efforts by the City of Halifax to 
establish a memorial on Fort Needham to commemorate the victims of 
the Halifax Explosion. 

I understand that staff had noted in an earlier meeting in 
May that the cost of erecting a memorial utilizing the gift of 
chimes could be upwards of $80,000. possibly higher, depending 
on the size of the structure erected. You had further indicated 
a willingness at that time to explore the possibility of utilizing 
funds from the former Halifax Relief Commission Fund presently 
administered by the Federal Minister of Finance to be used in 
establishing the memorial. 

The matter was considered recently by City Council and in 
general, Members supported the proposal in principle. However, in 
view of. the sizable expenditure and the particular circumstances 
involved, Council requested that the Provincial and Federal 
Governments be approached with a request for funding assistance. 

In consideration of your earlier of~er, the City would appreci
ate any assistance you could provide in procuring funding to help 
defray the costs of this proposal. 

Your earliest response would be appreciated. 

Honourable Edmund Morris, 
Minister of Fisheries 
Province of Nova Scotia 
Post Office Box 2223 
HALIFAX, Nova Scotia 
B3J 2N3 

----~ 

Yours sincerely, 

M.L.A. 
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September 11, 1980 

3.r Mr. Minister 

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 

~ City of Halifax is currently considering a proposal to erect 
cower housing a chime of bells on Fort Needham to serve as a 
~orial to the victims of the Halifax Explosion. The bells were 
nated to the United Memorial Church by a parishoncr as a memorial 

a number of members of that f~miiy who died during the Explosion. 
bells are currently not in use and the Church is prepared to 

r.ate them for the above purpose. 

A site has been tentatively selected on the southern end of 
rt Needham in the area as shown on the attached plan. The area 
nsidered consists of a small park-like setting and was chosen 
~ause of its economic advantages to other locations in terms of 
king the bells operational. It is proposed that the bells be 
erated by a ~anual keyboard tied into the United Memorial Church 
overhead cable. Preliminary cost projections indicate that 

e project would cost upwards of $80,000. or slightly higher 
pending on the size of the structure erected. 

City Council is in general agreement with the proposal but 
els that funding assistance is warranted in view_ of the former 
.rcumstances involved. The assets, of course, from the Halifax 
·lief Commission Fund are now administered by the Federal Minister 
: Finance. It is my understanding that the City would require the 
>ncurrence of the Canadian Pension Committee in utilizing a portion 
: the fund to erect a memorial. 

. 2 

Note: full text of this page is unavailable; 
scanned from photocopy
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Honourable Gerald A. Regan, Q.C., P.C., M.P. 
Page Two 
September 11, 1980 

As Member of Parliament for the constituents of the 
Halifax riding any assistance you could provide in procuring 
funding to defray the costs of this worthwhile project would 
certainly be appreciated. 

I await your response. 

Yours sincerely, 

!~rl<do~ 
M A Y 0 R 

Honourable Gerald A. Regan, Q.C., P.c., M.P. 
Minister of Fitness and Amateur Sport 
House of Commons 
OTTAWA, Ontario 

RJH:cll 
Enclosure 

- ---..-----· -···· 

·----
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::icE OF THE MAYOR 

y HALL. 1941 ARGYLE STREET 

Dear Mr. Minister 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3A?5 

September 11, 1980 

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 

The City of Halifax is currently considering a proposal to erect 
a tower housing a chime . of bells on Fort Needham to serve as a 
memorial to the victims of the Halifax Explosion. The bells were 
donated to the United Memorial Church by a parishoner as a memorial 
to a number of members of that fam11.y who died during the Explosion. 
The bells are currently not in use and the Church is prepared to 
donate them for the above purpose. 

A site has been tentatively selected on the southern end of 
Fort N·eedham in the area as shown on the attached plan. The area 
considered consists of a small park-like setting and was chosen 
because of its economic advantages to other locations in terms of 
making the bells operational. It is proposed that the bells be 
operated by a ~anual keyboard tied into the United Memorial Church 
by overhead cable. Preliminary cost projections indicate that 
the project would cost upwards of $80,000. or slightly higher 
depending on the size of the structure erected. 

City Council is in general agreement with the proposal but 
feels that funding assistance is warranted in view. of the ~ormer 
circumstances involved. The assets of course, from the Halifax 

--Aeljef ·ssion Fund are now administered by the Federal Minister 
of Fi It is m understanding that the Cit would require the 

of the Canadian Pension Committee in utilizing a portion 
to erect a memorial. 

• 2 
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j Minister 
Labour Canada 

Ministre 
Travail Canada 

·sEP 2 5 1980 

His Worship Mayor Ronald J. Hanson 
City of Halifax 
City Hall 
1841 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 

Dear Mayor Hanson: 

Thank you for your letter of September 11th, 1980, 
providing information about the proposal to erect 
a bell tower in memory of victims of the Halifax 
Explosion. 

RECEIVED 
SEP 301980 

CITY OF HALIFAX 
DEVELOPMENT 

DEPT. 

I am currently awaiting the comments of Mr. A.O. 
Solomon, Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission. 

Once I have heard from him I will be in touch with 
you again. 

Meanwhile, thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to look into the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

-I 

.....-. 

RECEIVED> 

SEP 80 1900 

-MAYORPS OFFICE 
· -·o TY -. hA~t: 
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7617 

Mr. Roy Wilson 
116A Adelaide Ave. 
Halifax, N.S. 
B3H 2P2 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

llAinictrc:a ....... f ' • 

October 8, 19130 

Re: United Memorial Church -
Carillon Bells 

- ,,, A 

I noted in reviewing our .file that we inadvertently neglected to 
keep you up-to-date as to the current events regarding ~he above project. 
I apologize for the oversight as I thought you had l>e·en informed. 

After receipt of your letter of June 10, the matter was brou!Jht 
before City Council and on July 31, 1980, the following ·resolution was 
passed. 

"moved by Deputy Mayor Sullivan, seconded by Alderman Wooden 

that,· as recor=t.Llended by the Finance and Executive Conmittce, 

the Provincial and Federal levels of govern.Llent be approached 

to contribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells - United 

Memorial Church." 

Letters were sent from Mayor Hanson to !·1r. Edmun<l :.torr is, the ~·!LA 
for lialifax Needha.:.Ll in addition to .Hr. Gerald Regan, me."':lber of Parliament 
for the Halifax Riding, in response to tile Council resolution. Doth · 
letters have been acknowledged.and we are currently awaiting, hopefully 
a favourable response, with regards to funding. 

Hopefully we will have some positive news shortly. 

MPW/sf s 

Yours truly, 

-rY?A21"' 
M.P. Woods 
Development Assistant 
Real Estate Division 
Development Department 

. ' 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

\ 

. 
.::., 

A. w. Churchill, Supervisor, Real Estate 
Division 

1. FOLLOW . UP I.-:_ / 
. \" ., J:· .... :·· , . .. .. ....... ; 

,..: .. , '.'/ 
2. FOLLOW UP / • .·, / 

" ; . --~ -·- . ~. ·. \ ,,7 
-~- 1 '. . _.,,,.,,. 

3. FOLLOW UP --·· - · 

M. P. Woods 

April 14, 1981 

Bells - United Memorial Church 4. COMPLETION DATE 

A meeting was held in the office of Mr. Edmund Morris on 
April 6, 1981. Also in attendance was David MacKeen, 
Executive Assistant to the Minister. 

Mr. Morris summarized events prior to his departure from 
the City. He then asked for an update as to any pr~gress 
that has been made. 

It was explained that a :i::.eport bad been taken to council, 
a d although Council enerall fa oure_d_:the.......idea, that it 

1 en riorit in terms of the Capital Budget-:--It 
was that $40, 000 ut on the sho in _ l .i .s_t in 1.9..]Q_ 
and that there was no he 1981 Ca ital Budget. 
It was also noted that Council moved a recommendation-£ at
the P~ovincial and Federal Goverrunents be approached to 
contribute to a memorial to ho~ the Carillon Bells 
Uni ted Memorial Church. 

~
Mr. Morris then proceeded to go on one of his tangents and ~ 
l ectured the writer on Council's attitude about depending o 
other levels of government for financial assistance. . 

He mentioned that he would like to see the project get going 
despite Council's attitude but was reluctant to recommend 
the use of the "Relief Fund" because of the present Mayor's 
earlier campaign platform. Apparently Mayor Wallace stated 
that he would like to make the surplus fund available to 
surviving members of present recipients' families. In 
Mr. Morris' opinion, this left the fund open to abuse. 

Mr. Morris is prepared to recommend to Cabinet that an 
expenditure of up to $50,000 be authorized for the relocation 
provided that the City is willing to contribute an equal 
share. 

A letter is to be sent to the Mayor's Office confirming the 
above. 

MPW:T 

-111/l.:2/~ 
M. P. Woods 
Development Assistant 
Real Estate Division 
Development Department 
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i, »~: : . :tJ ' . 
. :; Halifax Relief Commissib·1i'~.·,c1o=ses ·books " · ·· " :·~ - ,.:. ·i ;, , ..1 t ~<:f:.:--J1. :"ii<\· ·,.... . · r . . -,~; ~· . , r> .. L· · .... .. ~I.. ,,~r. . .. tl, . . , 

j . Tower, ch~illes;'Sugges~ed as :j;j1~mor1~1;:rR~1:;>/1 
·~ By ALEX NICKERSON bowever, It i~ desleii;ted 1lmply. The but lor the 1eneroslly of thos~. the federii ·:.Jt: for the Dissolution of the Halifax · Reller · · ; 

1 

·11: '111111 week, nearly sixty years alter the Halifax Rellel Commission. · 1ovemment, Massachusetll, United Kind- · ·:. Commluion." Earller;ln debate on this Bill, 
,; atlon ol a shipload of exploslvn de- lnitlally, lhe commission disbursed · eom, and others who came to the rescue of ;'.~ Mr. Fitzgerald had explained Co the. As· ·,. 

1; I tlroyed Uae Norlh End o( this city, the bookl about $4 milliin In emer1ency aid and 120 this city. • •. :.~ 1embly: · 1 · ·· ·. · : , ~ i 
.:!~ fill be closed on the llalilax Rellel Commis· million lor dalla1e claims and reconstruc- i "There is a site, a triangle a~ the come6 ' • "Under the Halifax Relief Commlsslon. i. . ~ . 
•;. I iion. Henceforth, the remaining assets ol the lion. Al the iame lime, the commission ol Kaye Street, Young Street, and Gotlin11en · 11 which was Incorporated by Chapter II of the · i · 
; i, ~I commission that has now only 63 reel- und~rlook to pay pensions to the permanent· which would make an Ideal location lor auch · ~I Acts ol Nova Scotia, ~918, we're'moving that : .. 
~ , ; . nls of pensions on lts rolls, will be ad· ly d1Sabled. By 1920, there were l,021 Hallgo- a tower. An alternate IDS"llon could be Fort · ';- this commlaalon be dissolved and the assets : ·. 

1

1
, 

· • stered by the federal aovernmenl'• nlans on the Ust: today onlY. 63 are still in . Needham. - w ~ de..e . 1 be transferred to the Minister ol Finance (or · •. :r .. ·· 
·: : 

1 
Canadian Pension Commission. receipt o( pensions. They will continue to .• ' "Mr. Speaker, it's particularly eood ."Canada to be held In trusl Under the terms ,: .,,.-, ' " 

I! : .. ~ lo, Those assets, accordln1 to Labor Mini•· receive cheques inadequate as they are In . news that the balance orthe fund, which will '; o( that trust, the Onance minbter must . :.! , . 
• ·1• .' flt.Walter Fitzgerald, speakln11 In the Le11is- the light ol today's economy, u lon11 as theY. be substantial, will be med for the rehabill· ~; continue lo pay all pensions and allowances i .. : ;~ 'j.· · 
, ; ··.: llbire last Murch "amount to somewhere live. . . . ., , talion or the area, largely the area allected, . / currently beln11 paid by the commission and , · :Y: 
~1 · ~ llOUnd $3 million." This ls what remains, A monument lo the commission is the ·;. accordin11 to the Bill, and (hope that recrea- ~ : .. pay the . pensioners, or allowances to any· ,.,:)! ·• 
,i ', • ifttr aix decades of the more than $27 area In H1llC11 North known as the Hydros- •' ~ , lion besides Is accepted as one legltlmate · people whom the Canada Pension Commit- · .. l 
' · . million !liven lo JlalJCax (or rehabilitation tone. 'J'bls building project . Wll patterned j , :; use for the balance ol the fund. . ., ,. tee determined mi!lht be eligible as a result ' r' 

1 ' ' ind relief. in particular or those who had alter one that had been highly praised in . · "I hope, l\fr. Spe!lker, thal we don't wait · : · of the death or Injury that was experienced · 
' ' iullcred incapacitating Injuries, especially Britain. Bull( ol a material that resembles . for the last pensioner to die - I believe · :!· In the explosion o( 1917." · , 

! ; blindness, when the French munitions ship cement blocks, the homes were attractive, . . there are 65 to 67 now. Last year, the " •l• The transler to the fedenl minister ol ,, 
Mont Diane blew up alter collidlnll In the ultra-modern lor the lime and, as the pas·. , · amount paid out was lllghtly over SUI0,000. ·:'.\ finance has been made. All that now re- ! 
Narrows with the Belaian reliel ship Imo. 5fn11 yearJ have demonstrated, extremely ' • 'There are five widows remaining, eleven ; ., mains - and ll will be dealt with at a small ·• 
t, The lilast was, until an atomic bomb durable. ! , totally blind, a number parUally blind and "~ , eeremony !D'be held here on Friday- ls lo ;+ 
wa1 dropped on Hiroshima, the greatest lo all, the commission constructed more < • ·so on. But, ft should be possible lo take an · '. .1 omcially relieve the Province ol Nova • i 

\ , ,' man-made explosion In history. About 1,000 than 300 units Iii the area lo the westol Fort ~ amount ol lhis money to amorllie the pay- · ··:'.. Scotia of any further responsibility for the '1 I 
. " .. people were instantly• killed and 600 more Needham. An omce block and a nun\ber of .: .i · . menl that will be required for the future ; .' mana11emenl ol lhe lunds of the now dlssol- .. ·I' 

.- 1 dled later ol injuries. Later estimates were shops were also built of hydrostone. The · Instead of waltln11 perhaps 15 or 20 yearJ ·'1 ved Halifax Reliel Commission. • i • 
liven of 1,963 dead, 9,000 injured, 199 commission, as landlord, operated the Hyd- :;. belore this balance of the lund 11 put lo the ' . The lulure of those who are recelvln11' . r .• ... blinded. '• . rostone for · msny years. Subsequently, the ' · 1 verj useful purpose that the Bill suggested. pensions ls assured. But there ls, locally, . ':.1 

~
The faces ol many who took months to . ' homes were sold to the tenants. · · • "II the pension that ls paid these people, . · understandable uneasiness about what may ' .' I 
were marked by a peculiar bluish tinge . In recent years there has been a erow- 1 and It Isn't a large one - It's well under $200 . · . happen to the bulk or the $3 million that was . i 

almost a talloo - that could be traced to Ing belief that Halifax should have a monu- ' for the widow - has not been recently · · .. turned over to the federal govemmenl. , ·, j 
ereat car110 o( TNT and l!JSQCiated · menl, other than a homlni: development, lo . raised, then it is not correct and II they're · l 1 • Wlll it be dirrlcull lo persuade~ ·• .. ~ 

~plosives destined lor war-torn Europe that ' the devastation caused lndlrectiy by a world , · . sitting there with a couple ol million dollan, ·.,; .J!!rl with some ol the lunds lor the "continu- \ 
ill ·lat~d Mont Blanc carried.. war, on December 6, 1917. they can't say that we can't allord IL II the .' Ing rehabilitation ol 011r area or Rahiax 
The State ol i\lassachusells took the lead · I One ol the concerned Hallgonlanii ls Ron ; money ls there, It was aiven (or that pur- '.~' ·.ramaged IR the 1917 explosion," In the 

· suc:Coring the distressed city. A special ·::: ; .. Wallace, MLA., . • . :r pose and they should take a very 11ood took Y"f'§fds of the phase 111lreqoeotly11$edJn 
In carrying doctors, nurs1:1, medical sup- .. :: v Cognbanl ol a 1u1111eslion made In this at the dollar value ol those penslOllJ today. · connecUon with this matter? 1 

· s, blankets and clothing was early on the . .':1 column some months 110 that thought might "The rtnal point. Mr. Speaker, would be · '\ Will the Canadian Pension Commlltee 
ne. ln addition, the American stale that · · · be 1iven lo purchasing the no longer used this - that ii would be completely wron11 lo ' agree with Mr. Wallace that aome or the 

such a close association with Nova . !hlmes or the United Memorlol Church and ' leave an amount ol S2 million lyin11 in some money should be spent lo erect I suitable 
la, sent a large sum of money. 1up- te-erectln11 them in a small tower 1ome- · vault, not payln11 interest over the yeora, me!'lorial, viz, a tower housing chimes that 

emcnted by contributions lor countless . • . where In Richmond, as the devastated area . when they're paying out an amount that ls · .. were orfl!inally given to the United Memorf; • 
anizalions and Individuals throughout was once known, Mr. Wallace brought the ~ now SI00,000, which will gradually, and quite , -, al Church to honor citizens killed In the · 

England. • matter lo the attention o( the House when · · , quickly diminish, but we ahouldn't have lo · · explosion? , · \• 1 

·}' 
• I 

l 
.1 

! 

. Major grants were made by the federal 1 the Members were debatln11 a Bill lo dissol· wait 20 year1 belore this money, which was ~· . There are many pertinent quesUons to· 
emment and the British 11overnment: ve the Halifax Reliel CommlSBlon and have , not given to Ottawa but . was allotted lo be asked In connection with this historic , . , 

ccotding to !armer Alderman J. G. De- the lederal 11ovemmenl administer the re- Halifax, 11 returned to Halllax to continue ' transfer of lunds ol the Halilalf: Relief Com· ~ . : I 
Cil!e. lhla was \he breakdown of the orfgl- ,. · sldu~I funds Mr. Wallace said: .,: ; the purJiose, that is, rehabilltatlon, that It 

1 
mission. Ron Wallace, a dedicated and de-< '/\ ·'.· , 

..UU,Utloaa \II lbe 1\riclten city: . .• , ... , ''With the money remalnin11 (lrom the · waa originally 1iven lor." (Applause) , · l termlned Halilax member ol the Let:lsla- j 
. Y*nl :-~~ ~'!:"}';·~~'.: : c:ommbalon funds) I would like to 1u1ge~t . "~' .He was 1peakln11 on "An Act to Provide· · .~ ,1 lure, will be lookin11 for answers this week. f . ;;::: )" "''· ",/;J.:~ · .. Ula!. Ulla aovemment .ask - .well, they 11 , , ,~ ., : , ___________________________ , 

~ ·• .!,' -"llt''n ~.'--hdeclalDoll""'8DllhuMelvea when ·;·"" · • ~'llf · ...... ~· ,; ... ,~---- ........ -u..&~Uon '";~ ,i: .!o· . . ··, ; g . ;Ir , ,.~ 
·• •·· ·· '!"'4~.~ ~~" ... ~·({;: '7.~':Jfi\t· -~~ ... ·"p1~1on1pa e.~ h~\·/~~~i;~~· l¥~ 

.. ~ · (1 ~ . · ~ ~·J · J.· i~\:.~ .. ,1· :(-As th ~, ... ff~! J~~.w~~4~ 

,. 

( I 

I ' ., 
., 
.\! 
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versy over a proposed park Due D'Anville's fleet, settlement of 
end Halifax was rekindled Africville and assembly of the Second 

y at a regular committee-of- World War convoy in Bedford Basin. 

meeting. The kiosk would house bells from 
5 Alderman Gerald O'Malley 

d the Seaview Memorial Park the United Memorial Church and four 
n he asked for information on ' plaques - one for each of the historic 

~d monument for the historic 
also wants the park to fall un
urisdiction of the Point Pleas-

' Commission. , 
monument would commemcr 

· Halifax Explosion, sinking of 
' ~ 

sites in the neighbouring area. 

Aid. O'Malley said the federal gov
' ernment would pay for the monument 
with money from a 65-year-old fund for 
Halifax Explosion victims. However, 

"' Mayor Ron Wallace said the federal 

government refuses to admit the funds ' 
are available. 

Two aldermen denounced the park, 
which was approved by council last · 
year despite a staff recommendation • 
tbaHt be used for industrial land. • 

Deputy Mayor Alf Hamshaw asked 
for a staff report from the Halifax 
Industrial Commission on the most ap- · 
propriate use for the land. <t _ s . 

.. The rumours I've heard are that~ .i 
the land could be used for something to , 
bring tax dollars back into the city/ • 

Note: full text of this page is unavailable; scanned from 
photocopy
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____ .c~u~~ oated March 16, 1983, was submitted. 

Alderman O'Ma~ley, in referring to the submitted report, 
advised that he would like to clarify the matter of the memorial 
and went on to refer to a service held at the United Memorial Church 
at which time there was an indication from the City to attempt to 
bring ·the chimes into a memorial structure. 

Alderman O'Malley advised of a subsequent meeting which 
he had with rep re sen ta ti ves o'f the Church including Dr. McGregor 
and indicated it was never intended that the bells would ring 
)rnt rather an i nteJ::est of ere cting a permanent ...memQ_rial for th-e 
t•alifax e los·ion- b lacin the bells, or · art of the bells, on a 
f our s i ged confi guration out of the reach of vanda ~ Alderman--
0 'Malley · expressed the view that the costs presented in the report 
were in excess of what .he had in mind and suggested a memorial 
could be erected at a far lower cost than has .been projected. 

The City Manager referred to the weight of the bells and 
e design requirements and advised it was staff's understanding 

t::hat tbe ~lls had to be operational. The City Manager advised that 
the City would have to obtai~ something in writing from the church 

dicating that the church will make the bells available and for 
what purpose, and Alderman o~Malley asked if that could be carried 
out. His Worship suggested that a letter could be forwarded to 
Dr. McGregor and the City Manager indicated that if a positive 
response is received, a proper design, both architecturally and 
structurally, would have to be undertaken suggesting that the cost 
would be in the $15, ,000 range. · 

Alderman O'Malley questioned whether alternatives were not 
available such as through the Nova Scotia ·Technical College. 

- -. - - - - --- ----·------
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Metro See also page 25 

Bell tower memorial 
~ Design commemorates 
-1917 Halifax Explosion 

By Jim Gowen 
Staff Reporter 

The proposed design for a memorial bell tower 
fo commemorate the Dec. 6, 1917 Halifax Explosion 
was unveiled Thursday at a public meeting of the 
Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee. 

Committee chairman Reginald A. Prest said the 
design was chosen because it makes a dramatic 
statement, suggesting an image of destruction while 
simultaneously evoking the energetic spirit of civic 
renewal displayed following the devastation. 

Planned for Fort Needham, on a site donated to 
the city by the Halifax Relief Commission, the 
$200,000 structure would overlook the Narrows, the 
scene of the 1917 explosion. It is intended for the 
structure to be visible from both sides of the harbor. 

The structure, described by design architects 
CORE Design Group as 60 feet high at the peak aud 
sloping out 150 feet to merge with the side of the hill, 
will be built of monolithic hydrostone with copper 
sheathing protecting the exposed surfaces and bell 
fnclosures. 

At Thursday's meeting, Halifax-Needham MLA 
and Social Services Minister Edmund Morris, honor
iiry co-chairman of the committee, gave a brief his
tory of attempts during the last few years to develop 
plans for the memorial. 

Mr. Morris indicated the provincial government 
is prepared to match "dollar for dollar to a maxi
mum of $100,000" the money raised by private sector 
~ontributions for the fund required to build the 
tower. 

Plans call for the tower to incorporate a chime 

BELL TOWER - Plans for a proposed bell 
tower to commemorate the Halifax Explosion. 
were unveiled at United Memorial Church Thurs
day night. Frank Harrington, architectural ad
visor, left, reviews the design with Mrs. T. W. 
Thompson, centre, donor of the bells and Mrs. 
Janet Kitz, a historian specializing in the period 
of the Halifax Explosion. Wamboldt-Waterfield 

of bells or· carillon. The bells were originally donated 
to United Memorial Church by Mrs. T. W. Thomp
son, the sole member of her family, the Orrs, to sur
vive the explosion. 

The bells were removed from the church steeple 
several years ago when it was discovered that the 
bell tower was unable to support the carillon. 

,,r .. . .... ._r-- - ... ..r 
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More Than One Thousand Killed In This City, 
Many Thousands Are lniured And Homeless. 

---- -------·---

MORE than one thousand dead and I THE wounded and homeless are in 
probably five thousand injured, I different institutions and homes 

many of them fatally, is the result of the ; over the city. The Halifax Herald 
explosion yesterday on French steam· \ is collecting information regarding 
ship ~ont Bla~c: loaded with nitr~-

1 
the missing, and citizens who have 

glycenne and tr1n1trotuol. All of Hah- 1 victims of the disaster at their homes 
fax n~rth and west of the depot is a mass j are requested to telephone to The 
of rums and man.y th?usands of peol!le l Herald office. Hundreds of the 
Are homeless. The Belgian Rebef steamer Imo, coming 1 . . . 
down from Bedford Basin collided with the Mont bodies which were taken from the rums are un-
Blanc. which immediately took fire and was headed in I recognizable and morgues have been opened in dif· 
for Pier No. 8 and exploded. Buildings over a great ferent p~rts of the city. Citizens' committees ''re 
uea collapsed burying men women and children. Tug being formed for rescue work. Bulletins will be 
boats and sm~ller vessels 

1

were engulfed and then a issued thruout the day giving information for the 
great wave washed up over Campbell Road. Fires 1 assi~tance of.those who have lo~t relati~es ~nd friends. 
broke out and became uncontrollable, stopping the 1

1 

Whale prachcally every_ home m the city is damaged, 
work of rescue. Not a house in Halifax escaped some those who are able to give a.ny temporary accommo
clamage, and the region bounded on the east by the .

1

1 
dation are asked to notify some of the committees. 

harbor, south by North street and west by Windsor Military and na.va.l patrols are keeping order aatl 
street. is absolutely devastated. superintending the rescue work. 

-- ---------- -----
THE AWFUL STORY OF DJS ASTER buildings for a gl'eat distancec'>llaps-1out of the buildinif:s and advising THE home of The Halifax tieralt 

ed. Tug boats and steamers were them to take to the cmadel and open • and The Evening Mail is badl;, 

AT 9.05 o'~l.ockyesterday morning engulfed and then a great wa~ rush. ,spaces .. This was not by a~thority: wrecked. Every pane of lass an< 
a terr1f1c explosion wrecked ed over Campbell road carrying up Pracucally every house 10 the city wind . th b . . .fl; 

Halifax killing over a thousand. debris and the corpses of hundreds "'"s damaged. Tbe entire business l ow '" .. e uildmg; IS smasb 
wounding at least five thousand, and of men who were at work on the piers ,Jistnct was wLndowless and to pre· ed. Partit10ns ha".e ~en bloWJ 
layinl{ in ruins at least one-fifth of and steamers. vent pillaging patrols trom warships 1down. 011r press is filled V.'lti 
the city. Without the loss of a moment in port were paraded rhru the streets. gluss. Some employees have 108 

Tbe Belgian Relief steamer Imo hundreds of survivors rushed to the All along Gottingen street and tht:ir home5 and families. O&! 
comina down out of the Basin in rescue of those buried in the ruins. throughout the northwest part of power service is cut off . 
. charge of Pilot William Hayes collid- Fire broke out in scores of places and the city there was a pitiful scene as We are sending out a copy 0 
ed with the French steamship Mont1soon the great mass of wrec.lcage was women and children lacerated with this hand printed bulletin to e\leP' 
Blanc in charge of Pilot Frank Mac- Jin the grip of an uncontrollable fire lflying fragments of glass rushed from town In order that as many of 01 j 
~y. The French steamer wu loaded checking the work of rescue. their homes. Truckmen, hackmen, readers as possible may kno,v'-. 
with nitro 1&lycerlne and trinitrotuol.I The military-and naval authori-1and taxi-cab drivers rushed vict1ms r1east some of the defails of th 
IPire broke out on the Mont Blanc ties almost immediately took charste ,to the hospitals for dressing. At the disaster. We hope to be In a po 
Ind 1he wu headed in for Pier 8. It of the situation. Fearing · that the Naval hospital many of the sick sailors sltlon to publish· tomorrow. In th• 
~ eighteen minutes after the col- fire would reach local magazines of were badlv cut and, fearing an explos- :meantime we ask for patience. 
lbion when the uploaion occurred. explosives military messengers were

1
·ion from the magazine atthe Welling· . -· - _ ___ ------

The old sugar refinery, and all the1sent over the city warning the people ton barracks, they 'lrerc taken away. 1 A p1ab11c moeuq is called for cit)' b•ll u111, 
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Monument Design Unveiled 
HALIFAX, N.S.-Thedesign of a beli tower 
to commemorate the 1917 Halifax Explosion 
was announced last evening at a public 
meeting in United Memorial Church. 

Reginald A. Prest, Chairman of the Halifax 
Explosion Memorial Bells Committee said 
the design was selected because it makes a 
dramatic statement suggesting an image of 
destruction while similtaneously evoking 
the energetic civic renewal that followed 
the devastation. 

Placed on a granite platform, the $200,000 
structure is proposed for the north-east 
corner of Needham Park. The site, donated 
to the city years ago by the Halifax Relief 
Commission, overlooks the Narrows where 
the collision of the Imo and Mont Blanc 
took place. The monument will be clearly 
visible from both the surrounding area and 
the Harbour shores. 

The narrow, angular construction will be 
60' at the highest point, sloping 150° to 
disappear into the side of the hill. Several 
rectangular openings will house bells of the 
carollon donated in 1921 to United Memorial 
Church in memory of the Samuel Orr family. 
Placed perpendicular to the harbour, the 
form will direct viewer attention to the 
explosion site. 

Monolithic hydrostone will be the principal 
building material, with copper sheathing 
for the inclined surfaced and to protect the 
bell enclosures. "Traditional materials will 
reflect the history and character of the 
adjacent neighbourhood and project a 

Support the Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Fund 

view from union st. entrance 

HALIFAX EXPLOSION 
MEMORIAL BELLS 
by core design group , 
keith I. graham with 
n. fowler, j. rowe , j. thomson 

feeling of stability and permanance," Prest 
noted. 

Ornamental plantings will compliment the 
structural form. There will be opportunities 
for commemorative tree installations 
around the base. Walkways and paths will 
be upgraded minimally in the immediate 
area and strong lighting installed to high
light the monument. 

It will be possible to play the carol Ion from 
both United Memorial Church and the 
monument platform. 

Prest stated, "We feel that the structure, 
with its simplicity, boldness of form and 
sympathetic setting will become an impor
tant addition to Needham Park and its 
vacinity, as well as a significant feature of 
the Halifax-Dartmouth area." 

The project dedication date is December 
6th, 1984, the 67th anniversary of the 
Explosion. 
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view from dartmouth 

----Halifax 
• 01ect 

By Jim Gowen 
Staff Reporter 

A project initiated almost 20 
years ago is finally nearing fruition 
as the Halifax Memorial Bells move 
from the conceptual to the realiza
tion phase. 

The project is the first official 
monument to those who died when 
Halifax was rocked by the Dec. 6, 
1917, explosion. 

Originally conceived when So
cial Services Minister Edmond Mor
ris was mayor of Halifax, the 
project moved beyond the planning 

·--· ... ·-. · . ~ 

'.~ ,,.. . ...,;, r·~ . •' 't.. .. ~, ... . . ~~. . '°T ~i I "\ • ,. .,_.ti.I,.,...~"-.. _.. 
-·~.:~~..,/ <',. ~· • t-~ -

- ~ ,,.,_~ , 4 . _:.~~4··· . .. .-
. . ... . 

··~-· . -· -.... . 

union 

view from gottingen st. 

Explosion memorial:-----

nears-
stage July 26 when, on the steps of 
United Memorial Church, a procla
mation was read announcing to the 
world the beginning of the-campaign 
to ere~ a memorial tower. 

The plan centered around a set 
of chimes - a carill9n, originally 
donated to United Memorial Church 
by Mrs. T. W. Thompson. 

The carillon had been placed 
atop the church bell tower where it 
was played until 1975. At that time 
the weight of the bells, and the vi
brations generated, were found to 
have caused structural damage. The 

lru ition 
tower was weakened to the poin• 
whete it was unsafe for the nine 
bells to be left in place. 

The carillon was removed from 
the tower and sat under canvas on 
the Kaye Street lawn of the church 
until last July. 

·· The bells were then hoisted on a 
flatbed trailer and removed to the 
naval gun factory in Dartmouth for 
storage and refurbishing, pending 
their installation in a tower which 
was to be erected in Fort Needham, 
overlooking the explosion site. 

See Project page 2 . 
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Proiect neG~ing fruition 
: continued from ·page 1 , .. . . 

A design c0mpetition was held and recently, at a beCause it m·akes a dramatic statement, suggesting 
meeting in the hall of the United Memorial Church, an image of 

1
destruction while at the same time evok

arthitectural drawings submitted by the successful ~ the enl. etic civic renew31 following the devas-
design team .- CO~E Design Group - were ta~on. ' _ . . ... . . 
unveiled for public approvar. _ ,_ With estimated construction cost of $200,000, 

The tower is a slopiitg structure rising 60 feet at the .memori~ building is to be privately financed. In · 
the peak and descending in a graceful, gradual a statement inade at the unveiling, however, ·Mr. 
curve, to merge with ·~: sJoi>e of the hill. _ . Morris· ·C:o,riirriitted ·- the provincial government -to 

:1'1'.e bells will be m?,~led along the ~p of -the maf:cb .Pi:i~ate donations dollar-for-dollar. ~ a ~axi- I 
t"Une in the stone structure and eapped with copper mum of $100,000. · · 
sheathing to protect them from the weather. Present plans call for the building to open Dec. ' 

~eginald A. Prest, chairinan of the Halifax Me- 6, 1984, '·tbe,.67th anniversary of the Halifax EXplO: 
morial Bells Committee, said the design wa$ picked sion. -\ ·--. ~ \ . 
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Question Alderman Meagher Re: Installation of Bells, Fort Needham 

Alderman Meagher advised that he has heard rumors and 
read in the press about the possibility of bells being installed 
on to of Fort N edham. Alderman Meagher noted that Fort Needham 
is owne by the City and questioned whether the City has been 
approached on the matter, and the City Manager advised that no such 
approach has been made to his knowledge. Alderman Meagher said he 
would like the · Mana e t a s e t_b,a:t ells_ ar__e_no:t-in.stalJ..ed 
qn til-C.o_uncil_has_a fu 11-di s cu s · ub-3.e.c~t. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

a.Jb 
-MEMBERS OF HALIFAX CITY COUNCIL 

RON WALLACE ~ MAYOR 

NOVEMBER 28, 1983 

HALIFAX EXPLOSION MEMORIAL BELLS 

., • "I • .. t ~ . ! .! .. " • t t; R
.,.. "" .. ........ ~,.--

.... #':' _- - • l -~ ~ 

NOV 29 1983 · 
1. FOLLOW UP I (_:,I . CLERK. 
2 . FOLLOW UP .:::~.r\' HALI~ 

·---·-------------~~,,.,.. 

3 . FOLLOW UP 

4. COMPLETION DATE 

Attached ih a 4epo4t on the Hali6ax 
Explohion Memo4ial Bellh. 

The Committee hah 4equehted an oppo!C.Zunlty 
to make a 20 minute p4ehentation to Council. Thl.6 wLe.l 

be at the hta4t 06 the Council Vecembe4 1ht. 

RON WAL.LACE 
M A Y 0 R 

._ 
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I':°:':::::::::: ••' 

•• • I ' ... . 
T~ P. Calda, P. Eng., City Manager I. FOLLOW UP 

FROM: G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 
. . . 2. FOLLOW UP 

~ATE: December 5, 1983 3. 'FOLLOW UP 

susJECT: Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells -4. ·c~MPLETION DATE · 

Please be advised that City Council, ·at a 
meeting held on December 1, 19-8 3, approved th~ following 
resolution: 

"That the matter be referred to City 
staff for review and Council establish 
a Committee composed of representatives 
of City staff from the Engineering and 
Works Department and -~he City Manager's 
Office, and Aldermen O'Malley and Grant 
for the purpose of providing Council 
with a report on the feasibility of the 
proposed memorial." 

Alderman Meagher expressed the desire that a 
report be submitted to a meeting of the Committee of the 
Whole Council as soon as possible. 

/pn 

cc: Alderman O'Malley 
Alderman Grant 

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT 
CITY CLERK 

P. Connell, Director Eng. & Works 
c. Blakeney, Clerk's Office 
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!I 
TO: His Worship the Mayor 

FROM: G.I. Blennerhassett, City .Clerk 

DATE: November 30, 1983 

SUBJECT: The Memorial Bells - Fort Needham 

The Memorial Bells were donated to the United Memorial 
Church by Mrs. T.W •. Thompson as a memorial to her family, the·orrs, 
who perished during the 1917 explosion. The bells were presented 
by Mrs. Thompson (nee Barbara Orr} in 1920, but the opening 
ceremony was not held until 1921 at which time Mrs. Thompson played 
the carillon. 

The bells were made by the Meneely Company, an American 
firm. They were erected atop the :church tower and stayed there 
until 1975, although the bells were inoperational since 1965. It 
was discovered in 1975 that the sheer weight of the bells and the 
vibrations they had produced had caused structural damage to the 
church tower. 

In 1975 the bells were removed and kept under canvas on 
the church lawn until July 26; 1983, when· .. they were removed to the 
naval gun factory in Dartmouth for storage and refurbishing. Since 
the bells were removed in 1975 the church congregation and interested 
citizens have worked to find an alternate arrangement for the bells. 

· Members of the congregation of the United Memorial Church 
first considered selling the bells and using the proceeds to purchase 
a smaller set of bells with the rest of the money going towards the 
Church revenues. Mrs. Thompson was contacted and approved. 

The bells were first advertised in 1976 for $25,000, but 
the Church fathers decided they would accept $20,000. Between 1976 
and 1978 the only viable offer was made by the Wolfville Baptist 
Church. The Wolfville congregation offered $10,000 for the bells. 

Early in 1976, Aldermen Sullivan an9 Walker had offered 
to raise money for the purchase of the bells with the intent that 
they would donate the bells to the City. This . idea was turned down 
by the congregation in 1976 but by 1979 the Church approached City . 
officials to -see if the City would want to purchase the bells directl) 
Due to the cost of buying the bells and the eventual cost of the 
re-installation, City officials, at that time, agreed to consider the 
cost of the project as long as the bells were donated to the City. 
By January 1980, the church trustees had concurred. 

2 ••••• 
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i. ............ .. 
-.- When the City first considered allocating funds for the 

bell structure, it was anticipated $40,000 would be needed (see 
report November 27, 1979). During the Capital Budget discussions 
for 1980, $40,000 was set aside for the relocationr . Although all 
discussions of the bell relocation were tenative at this time, a 
site on the southern end of Fort Needham was purpos~d as being 
ideal for the carillon (see enclosed site diagram). This proposed 
site was never discussed.before Council, although the matter of the 
Fort Needham site was raised at a Finance and Executive meeting on 
July 23, 1980. · 

At this time Alderman Sullivan mentioned the Ford Needham 
site, in passing, as he recommended that the City approach the other 
two levels of government for funding. This recommendation was put 
before Council on July ·31, 1980, the matter was passed. Letters 
were sent to Mr. Edmund Morris, the MLA for Halifax Needham, and 
Mr. Gerald Regan, MP for the Halifax Riding. Though both letters · 
were acknowledged, no confirmation was made by either Mr. Morris or 
Mr. Regan (so far as we know). 

The only further mention of £inancing the project was Mr. 
Morris' interjection in April of 1981 that he did not agree with 
inter-government financing nor did he .believe that using funds from 
the 'Relief Fund' would be appropriate: owing to the situation. 

Except for the motion of locating the monument at Seaview 
Park, there was little activity on the Memorial Bells between 1980-
1983. In the interim the cost of the project sky-rocketed. 

It is only since the organization of the Memorial Bells 
Committee in Ju~y 1983 - the first meeting was held September 29, 
1983 - that the Ford Needham relocation has resurfaced. Earlier in 
November, 1983, Mr. Morris, who instigated the organization of the 
Committee announced that the Provincial Government would be prepared 
to match 'dollar for dcllar to a maximum of $100,000' the money 
raised by private sector contributions,,,. Oland Breweries has 
apparently undertaken the project of raising private sector funds. 
The Committee soon after announced the chosen location for the bells 
with ·the plan that the building would be open on December 6, 1983, 
the 67th anniversary of the Halifax Explosion. 

Mr. Mike Woods, of the Development Department, who has been 
involved with the bells project since its onset, stated that, to his 
knowledge, no one in his department was consulted about the present 
proposed location. 

/pn 

,, 

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT 
CITY CLERK 
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by core design group , 

keith I. graham with 

n. fowler. j. rowe, j. thomson 

Monument Design Unveiled 

HALIFAX, N.S.-The design of a bell tower 
to commemorate the 1917 Halifax Explosion 
was announced last evening at a public 
meeting in United Memorial Church. 

Reginald A. Prest, Chairman of the Halifax 
Explosion Memorial Bells Committee said 
the design was selected because it makes a 
dramatic statement suggesting an image of 
destruction while similtaneously evoking 
the energetic civic renewal that followed 
the devastation. 
Placed on a granite platform, the $200,000 
structure is proposed for the north-east 
corner of Needham Park. The site, donated 
to the city years ago by the Halifax Relief 
Commission, overlooks the Narrows where 
the collision of the Imo and Mont Blanc 
took place. The monument will be clearly 
visible from both the surrounding area and 
the Harbour shores. 
The narrow, angular construction will be 
60' at the highest point, sloping 150° to 
disappear into the side of the hill. Several 
rectangular openings will house bells of the 
carollon donated in 1921 to United Memorial 
Church in memory of the Samuel Orrfamily. 
Placed perpendicular to the harbour, the 
form will direct viewer attention to the 
explosion site. 

. . .. . ----. . . 

Monolithic hydrostone will b.e the principal 
building material, with copper sheathing 
for the inclined surfaced and to protect the 
bell enclosures. "Traditional materials will 
reflect the history and character of the 
adjacent neighbourhood and project a 
feeling of stability and permanance," Prest 
noted. 

Ornamental plantings will compliment the 
structural form. There will be opportunities 
for commemorative tree installations 
around the base. Walkways and paths will 
be upgraded minimally in the immediate 
area and strong lighting installed to high
light the monument. 

It will be possible to play the carol Ion from 
both United Memorial Church and the 
monument platform. 

Prest stated, "We feel that .. the structure, 
with its simplicity, boldness of form and 
sympathetic setting will become an impor
tant addition to Needham Park and its 
vacinity, as well as a significant feature of 
the Halifax-Dartmouth area." 

The project dedication date is December 
6~h, 198_4, the 67th anniversary of the 
Explosion. 

• •• ... -·-· .. _ ... ., ____ .,._ .. ~~-~--·---··v·---~·• ... :--;o~·.,.._.........-.- -•":.." " ~--.,-.... -. --·-----p~ ... ---.--,...... ... -----... .._ .... ·-...;.-:--------~- ~--· 
T ··-----.. -
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~~u_:IFAX :. 
~:XPWSION 
MEMORIAL 
.BELLS . 
COMMITTEE 
P.O. Box 1267 
Halifax North Postal Stn. 
B3K 5H4 
(902) 421-6730 

SCOPE OF PROJECT 

Construct a carillon tower of nine Historic Bells at the . North end of a public 
park, on the site of old Fort Needham. Provide electrical conversion so carillon 
can be played on site or, remotely, from a nearby church. 

Honorary Co-Chairmen 
Mr. R.E. lnglis 
Hon. Edmund Morris 
Chairman 
Mr. Reginald A. Prest 
Treasurer 
Mr. Fred R. Nickerson 
Secretary 
Mr. R.H. (Dick) MacLean 
LCdr. Bernard D. Allard 
Mrs. Jean Harrington 
Mr. Frank Harrington 
Mrs. Janet F. Kitz 
Dr. H. Ian MacGregor 
Mr. J. Rod McLeod 
Mr. Bruce Nickerson 
Mr. \Villiam B. Orr 
Mr. Harold Shea 
Mr. Terry Sullivan 
Mr. Charles A. Vaughn 
Mr. Roy \Vilson 

COST ESTIMATE 

Foundation 
Superstructure 
Platform Framing & Structure 
Cladding, Granite, Copper Louvres 

and Mesh 
Mechanical A - C 
Electrical 
Exterior Lighting 
Site Improvements 
Setting of Bells 
Automating Equipment 
Installation of Bells 
Design Fees 
Consulting Fee 
Contingency 107. 
Endo\.71Ilent - Perpetual Care 

SOURCE OF FUNDS 

Private Sector 
Community - Individuals 
Government of Nova Scotia 

$ 6,ooq · 
30,000 
11,000 

38,000 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 
4,o·oo 
2,000 

33,000 
9,000 

12,000 
2,500 

15,600 
27,900 

$200,000 

$ 80,000 
20,000 

100,000 
$200,000 

~j 
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RECEIVED 
OCT 1? 1983 TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

ff) 

-
Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager 

M.P. Woods, Dev. Assistant, Real Estate 

October 18, 1983 

United Memorial Church Bells 

Clrt' OF HALIFAX 
DEVELOPMENT 

DEPT. 

A working Committee has been established to locate the 
bells on Fort Needham. 

I understand from Terry Sullivan, one of the Conunittee 
members that the Province--is committed to funding $100,000. I 
believe that this is subject to this amount being matched locally. 
Terry advises that Olands has undertaken to raise the private sector 
funds. 

As I understand, the City is being asked to make a site 
available on Fort Needham as its contribution towards the project. 
You might be receiving a call in that regard this week. 

be arranging a site meeting later this week and 
necessary report to Council. 

._.yj/jl:;;f/~ 
M.P. Woods 
Development Assistant 
Real Estate Division 
Development Department 

/'_.,::, . ·· .... i:-
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Paul Calda, P. Eng. , City l~nager 

M.P. Woods, · Dev. Assistant, Real Estate · 

October 18, 1983 

United Memorial Church Bells 

A working Cor.mdttce has been established to locate the 
balls on Fort Needhan. 

I w91.derstand from Terry Sullivan, one of the Com.1Uittee 
members that the Province is cornrrJ.tted to funding $100,000. I 
believe that this is subject to this amount being matched locally. 
Terry advises that Olands has undertaken to raise the private secto: 
funds. · 

As I understand, ~ City is being asked to make a site 
available on Fort ~~eedhnm as its cgn~;-J.J.?J.~tif>n ~o~~:i;ds_the_p_roj~~t. 
YOur.aght be re<;:eivrng~~_all i~g~rd this we~. 

I will be arranging a site meeti~g later this week and 
~ill prepare tha r.ecessary report to Council. 

MPW/rck 

1·~. P. tioods 
Develop~ent Assistant 
Real ~st&te Division 
Developr.:ent Department 
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A . 
. . Grant, Director of Development 

\ 3lennerhassett, City Clerk 
LO~ P!'CE/VEO 

LLow4'f?R 111983 
. ... . . . - .. 2.2. , 1983 

A staff report dated March 16, 1983, was submitted. 

Alderman 0 1 Ma~ley, in referri~g to the submitted .report, 
, ..:·.·:.se~ that he would like to clarify the· matter of the memorial 

...: .. ,€:! ~ on to refer to a . service held at the United Memorial Church 
· ~:=~ time there was an indication from the City to attempt to 

~~e chimes into a memorial structure . . 

Alderman O 1 Ma·lley advi~ed of a subs.equent m_~eting which 
:::::d with representatives o·f the Church including Dr. McGregor 

.. : .·:: .:.:iC.ica ted it was never in tended that the bells would ring 
::. -.·_ .:-acl1er an interest of erecting a permanent memorial for the 
: .. :. ::.:ax explosion· by placing the bells, or ·part of the bells, on a 
:: ·: :: sided configuration out of the reach of vandals. Alderman 
: · :: ~ :.:ey expressed the view that the cos ts presented in the report 
· ·-= := .:..::1 excess of what .he had in mind and suggested a memorial 
~~~:= ~e erected at a far lower cost than has .been projected. 

The City Manager referred to the ~eight of the bells and 
·:.::~ design requirements and advised it was staff's understanding 
~-:a-.:. -:...~e bells · had to be operational. The City Manager advised that 
'=-;..._~. C.:!.tv would have to obtain. some~ng in writing from the _ch..urch~ 
~~-:.eating that the church will make the bells available and for 
·7.-:a-.:. puroose, and Alderman 0 'Malley asked· if that CQuliLl:[e carried 
..:::..=· Sis Worship suggested that a letter could be forwarded to ' 
-::. ~·~cGregor and the City Manager indicated that if a positive 
~es?onse is received, a proper design, both architecturally and 
s~~~cturally, would have to be undertaken suggesting that the cost 
~~~la be in the $15,000 range. · · 

Alderman 0 1 Malley questioned whether alternatives were not 
~·:ailable such as through the Nova Scotia Technical College. 

- --· ·- ... -~ .. _.., __ ~__......--------·oc.o·· -.._..._...,..._..._ ___ __.....-........., .. ...,._.~.- .. -...... ...... · ---

.\ 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: . 

A. W. Churchill, Supervisor, Real Estate 
Division 

M. P. Woods 

April 14, 1981 

Bells - United Memorial Church 4. COMPLETION DATE 

A meeting was held in the office of Mr. Edmund Morris on 
April 6, 1981. Also in attendance was David MacKeen, 
Executive Assistant to the Minister. 

Mr. Morris summarized events prior to his departure from 
the City. He then asked for an update as to any pr~gress 
that has been made. 

It was explained that a report been taken to Cou~l, 
and although Council enerall ure_d_the_J:dea, that it 
was n n riorit in terms of the Capital Budget. -I! 
was I)Qted that $40,000 was put on the shoppi_ng_lis_t in l.9.J!.Q_ 
and that there was no provisLon in__th~~l9-._al_ capital ~udget. 
It was also noted that Council moved a recommendation~hat~ 
the P~ovincial and Federal Govermn.ents be a~Qache~ to 
contribute to a memoI..i_al_to house the Carillon Bells -
United Memorial Church. 

2
Mr. Morris then proceeded to go on one of his tangents and~ 
lectured the writer on Council's attitude about depending o 
other levels of government for financial assistance. . 

He mentioned that he would like to see the project get going 
despite Council's attitude but was reluctant to recommend · 
the use of the "Relief Fund" because of the present Mayor's 
earlier campaign platform. Apparently Mayor Wallace stated 
that he would like to make the surplus fund available to 
surviving members of present recipients' families. In 
Mr. Morris' opinion, this left the fund open to abuse. 

Mr. Morris is prepared to recommend to Cabinet that an 
expenditure of up to $50,000 be authorized for . the relocation 
provided that the City is willing to contribute an ~qu&l 
share. 

A letter is to be sent to the Mayor's Office confirming the 
above. 

MPW:T 

-;11{()/~ 
M. P. Woods 
Development Assistant 
Real Estate Division 
Development Department 
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~1r. Roy Wilson 
116A Adelaide Ave. 
Halifax, N.S. 
B3N 2P2 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

~Ainietra ,_.... t ' • 

October 8, 1930 

Re: United Me.'"!lorial Church -
Carillon Bells 

I noted in reviewing our .file that we inadvertently neglected to 
keep you up-to-date as to .the current events regarding ~he above project. 
I apologize for the oversign~ as I thought you had been informed. 

After receipt of your letter of June 10, the matter was brouryht 
before City Council and on July 31, 1980, the following ·resolution was 
passed. 

"moved by Deputy Mayor Sullivan, seconded by Alderr.ian tiooden 

that,· as recon.Llended ~y the Finance and LXecutivc Co~ttce, 

the Provincial and Federal levels of govern.Llent be approached 
to contributa to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells - United 
Memorial Church." 

Letters were sent from Mayor Hanson to !·1r. Edmunc.1 :.torr is, the H~. 
for Halifax Needha:.-n in addition .to Hr. Gerald Regan, we::i.ber of Parlia.T?len 
for the Halifax Riding, in response to ti1e Council resolution. Doth · 
letters have been acknowleJged.and we are currently awaiting, hopefully 
a favourabl~ response, with regards to funding. 

Hopefully we will have some positive news shortly. 

MPW/sf s 

Yours truly, 

--r){A.2/' 
M.P. Woods 
Development Assistant 
Real Estate Division 
Develop~ent Depart.~ent 
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Minister 
Labaur Canada 

"SEP 2 5 1980 

Ministre 
Travail Canada 

... 

His Worship Mayor Ronald J. Hanson 
City of Halifax 
City Hall 
1841 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 

Dear Mayor Hanson: 

Thank you for your letter of September 11th, 1980, 
providing information about the proposal to erect 
a bell tower in memory of victims of the Halifax 
Explosion. 

RECEIVED 
SEP 30 1980 

CITY OF HALIFAX 
DEVELOPMENT 

DEPT. 

I am currently awaiting the comments of Mr. A.O. 
Solomon, Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission. 

Once I have heard from him I will be in touch with 
you again. 

Meanwhile, thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to look into the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

A!/4,,____ 
Gerald A Regan 

-I 

... 

RECEIVED> 

SEP SO 1980 

-MAYORPS OFFICE 
. -'OTY ··MAI:.!; 
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::CT: 

~.B. Grant, Director of Development 

G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 

May 3, 1983 

RECEIVED 
MAY 5 1983 

CITY OF HALIFAX 
DEVELOPMENT 

Seaview Park .- Memorial 4. COMPLETION DATE 

Please be advised that City Council, at a 
meeting held on April 28, 1983, approved the following 
resolution: 

/pn 

"That staff be directed to incorporate 
into the design of Seaview Memorial -
Park an appropriate but inexpensive 
memorial to commemorate the Halifax 
Explosion, the Settling of the Black 
United Empire Loyalists in Africville, 
and the Merchant Marine participation 
in World War 11." 

f.!. ;rg~J 
G.I. BLENNERHASSETT 
CITY CLERK 

cc: M. Woods, Development 
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Finance 
April 20,1983 

Tender No. 526933 - Sports Equipment 

A staff report datea-·-April 20 ,1983 was submitted. 

MOVED by Alderman Downey, seconded by Alderman Nolan 
the Finance and Executive Committee recommend to city council that 
Tender No. 526933 for Sports Equipment be awarded to Cleve's 
Sporting Goods, 1558 Argyle Street, Halifax, N.S. in the amount 
of $18,545.05. 

Alderman Dewell addressed the Motion and asked if 
in future, consideration might be given to splitting the tender 
so that more than one sporting goods store might submit a tender. 

The City Manager advised the matter would be reviewed. 

The Motion was put 'and passed. 

Mainland South Community Centre 

' . 

A staff report dated March 11,1983 was submitted. 

MOVED by Alderman Grant, seconded by Alderman Nolan 
the Finance and Executive Committee recommend to city Council that 
Council authorize His Worship the Mayor and the City Clerk to sign 
a construction agreement between the City of Halifax and the 
Province of Nova Scotia, approved as to form by the City Solicitor, 
for the'administration of the construction phase of the Mainland 
South Community Centre project. 

Motion passed. 

4:10 p.m. - The City Solicitor arrives at the meeting. 

Seaview Park - Memorial 

This item was deferred to this meeting from the Council 
meeting held on April 14,1983. 

A staff report dated April 18,1983 was submitted. 

Alderman O'Malley addressed the matter and advised of 
the information received from the United Memorial Church and the 
position taken. Alderman O'Malley referred to correspondence 
exchanged over the past years relating to this matter; apologizing 
to the Committee of his unawareness of the conditions placed upon 
the chimes. - -~ -- ~ ,_ ..:-. --.. 

MOVED by Alderman O'Malley, seconded by Alderman Dewell 
the Finance and Executive Committee recommend to City Council 
~t staff be direc~ed to incorporate into the design of Seaview ~rial 

Park an appropriate' but inexpensive memorial to commemorate the 
Halifax Explosion; the Settling of the Black United Empire Loyalists 
in Africville and the Merchant Marine participation in World War II. 

·- -~~ ! - .... --· -- ·""'lo:! - 95 -
.. . 

I 
I 

i· 
r 

- >I 

I 
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2. Seaview Memorial Park 

Mr. Dodge has written a memo with respect to the bell 
tower design, but has asked that work be put on hold. In the 
interim, the School of Architecture has been approached on the 
subject and has suggested that the fall term would be the most 
appropriate to include the project in their program. 
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To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

Committee of the Whole 
April 20, 1983 

His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager 

April 18, 1983 

Seaview Park - Memorial 

The attached minutes outline the discussion in 
Committee of the Whole on April 6, 1983, regarding the proposed 
memorial for Seaview Park. 

In response to the approved motion, Dr. MacGregor 
was contacted by phone on Friday, April 8, 1983, and a follow
up letter was forwarded on Monday, April 11, 1983. The written 
reply from the Board of Trustees is attached and is self
explanatory. 

Also at the Committee of the Whole meeting on March 
9, 1983, two questions were asked by Alderman O'Malley. 

1. That staff investigate the possibility of 
funding for Seaview Park through the Halifax 
Disaster Relief Fund as well as other sources. 

2. And, the feasibility of Seaview Park coming 
under the jurisdiction of the Point Pleasant Park 
Commission. 

The balance of the Halifax Disaster Relief Fund, 
formerly administered by the Halifax Relief Commission, was 
transferred to the Canadian Pension Commission in 1976. The 
powers of the original commission were conveyed to the Canadian 
Pension Commission under the authority of the Halifax Relief 
Commission Pension Continuation Act. (see attached excerpt 
from the Act) • 

While considering the erection of a memorial on 
Fort Needham in 1980, utilizing the chime from the United 
Memorial Church, staff enquired, at Council's direction, about 
the possibility of utilizing a portion of the relief fund for 
this purpose. The re.sponse received from Mr. A. C. Solomon, 
Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission, was that the 
existing legislation did not provide the authority for paying 
grants or capital. contributions from the fund so long as there 
were pension recipients alive to whom a pension is payable. 
It was pointed out, however, that when funds are no longer 
required for pension purposes, that the legislation (Section 
6) provides for the transfer of the balance to a provincial 
or municipal body fdr the continued rehabilitation of the 
area that was devasted by the explosion. 

I 

\ 
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Wi'th regard to question 2, it is noted that the 
Halifax Commission on City Government is suggesting that the 
Management Board of the Point Pleasant Park Commission is no 
longer necessary and is recommending "that a new standing 
committee for Parks and Gardens be established to advise Council 
and the City Administration in respect to all City parks and 
gardens". ·As this recommendation has not yet been considered 
in detail by City Council, further comment from staff would be 
inappropriate at this time. 

In the event that Council decides to retain the 
Point Pleasant Park Commission in its present capacity, it 
would be necessary to amend the existing legislation which 
incorporates the directors of Point Pleasant Park if the 
Commission was to assume an expanded role. 

MPW/sfs 
Attachs. 

Prepared by: 

M.P. Woods;11/.Pf' 
Development Assistant 

Approved by: 

R.B. Grant, Director i7¥7 r-J 
Development Department~ 

,. 
;, 

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



United Memorial Church 

KO~ SESSION 

El A. MACLfNNA~ 
, ACADIA STREEl 
45!i ·0220 

Mr. M. P. Woods, 

KAYE STRE:;l 

Development Assistant, Development Dept., 
City of Halifax 

Dear Mr. Woods : 

TREASURER· 

GEORGE ROY 
ADELAIDE AVENUE 

443·84!i? 

Re: Seaview Park (United Memorial Church Chime} 

According to your letter of April 11, 1983 you 
mention that the intent of the Memorial Bells was to be placed 
in a tower and that they be erected as a symbolic gesture only 
with a sui~able plaque and that they be non-functional. 

a. We would like to inform you that this intent does not com
ply with the wishes of United Memorial congregation. At pre
sent it is a mandatory stipulation of their gift that the bells 
be made operational at the chosen site with a suitable plaque. 
These bells were given as a memorial to be played. 

b. The site preferred by the congregation is Fort Needham. 

c. The congregation has gone on record at its Annual Meeting 
of January 31, 1982 "that the Bell Committee of our Congregat
ion continue to negotiate along these lines making sure that 
the bells do not lose identity and that in the event the City 
does not carry through, the bells remain the property of the 
Trustees of United Memorial Church." 

..,,...... 
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Alder.nan Gerald O'Malley 
' 

M.P • .-1ood3, Development Assistant, P.eal Est.atP. 

April 12, 1993 

Seaview Park (Unitecl ?·iernorial Church Chime) 

Ti1a City Manager has asked that you be kept informed 
on the status o= ~he bells. 

I haV"3 talked with Dr. MacGregor on April 8, 1983, 
anC. a follow U? letter (attached) was sent requesting written 
confi~atio:n of our discussion. 

In brie f, Dr. I·!acGres;Jr indicated. th•\t t!!e noard o= ·.rrustees preferred that t: '.:le b_ells be ralocatcd to Port 
?-:eed ha!n but wou!d prc~abl·1 not i:·~ o;-posed .to using a :iita 
within Se~vi~·.-i P2..rk provL.~~·.:: tilai: t~1ey be made fu~cticnal. 
It is r:.y w~rleratc..ndir.g th.:t t the •;:fift to the City will be 
co:n-:!itional u,;:-c.n the bells_ bei:i.g ;;i;.i.dc to ope::;:ate at e ith.er 
si tE".. 

Dr. i!acGrr.:sor incica~~c2 t :-.a.t I1e ~-rould consult 
wic:'l t..11~ ot:-iar rr.e~er;;; o,: . t .he boarJ a!:i scon ~s r-ossible and 

,... t~iat a fornal rc?l :l •till be s ent to this office. ::.: 

reca i vetl. 
A ccpy of t!1at re~-ly will be forwarded to you wnaa 

~/!!!'.:>/ 
M.?. i ;oocl.3 
0evelo!:me;~ t. J...r;!d .at....: n t 
~~al Bstat~ Division 

MPW/sfs Develop1-:1'."1nt Dcpar::.r.~ent 
c.c. Paul Calda 
Attach. 

M 
~ 

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



te\r; 
>n. 

·;-.:..·. :-i. Ian : !3.c'-;regor 
.J .391 ~J~ l ~fu~_; ~: r:r~·~t 

•l i'.:"n x, :i . :-; • 
• ~ 3 ... , 2i~1 

1'.;:;ril 11, 19 S3 

:1 :. : · : - ~ .,., __ -.,_; -_-.. , , ..,_,,. c· · 1"' ~ -.... ~ · ~ ... .. ""' -... i· ..... 1 ,... .1 • .,..,,..,., ."' r"'""i· .... ~ ,~) - \..,. ~ - ,_._ ._ ... ·- -·-'- -" ~ .. ""'- ... . ~ ... -·· -

,.~:.:> CC):: -E .i r:-: ()~. ~:.- .:;c)_~-: .. - ~r::: "'.. ~.:: ... -,~·! "): .~ .... ·~ il ·3 1 l ::~1 ::· ~: :~::,l_.:_ [ :'..~: 
L ~. t:_· -:..~o:.i..1c.:.1 i :- c :.'.:.-r ,·:;1.:J.y .'.i.;;s11ss.ir1g t.ne :::")'.J:~d i)ility o .: 
;::r ~ctinrr t.~~ ~...:11::; ::":: .::. ~:o·,· :..:r Cf)l1Jt~uctr_ : c,: co 1-:;r3t:~ ::-JJ.1:1.::J;. 

1.nt or .:.;i;-~il::r ::-.:.:tt..:.:-:i.11.;;, n.t a .;it•::: tot.es ~l·.::.;t_..:: ·-i-::1L-. .:;:::.·,;i .. . 
Cc ..... :... .• T:-!t"? i:-~ ':::1~ i..: ':··: .:-\: .::.:1:~~:/ ~:::c· "";~~::!t. ~: .2 ~-~ -::. 3 · .. :: ;~c:-lir; ··: .;~ ·ra 

~ .:._· .. , ·.-: l"t!1 :'.. 3 .. :i ·:~··;l~ :.>l ~ ........ 1'! ~~~~ t:~ .. J.~ ~.:C!~i· :_; ~ ~o-· -~U!1 ·::t.i ·~!~·:1. l. 

CO'J :1cil :1? .. 3 c:Yi1 :i ... :_ .~~ ,-·! :~ :~ i~~:l .) ~ :1)11 • • i.:.s : .. ~~. :~ ~i·~=~ CO"'*'·-··~::.::.io11 
:.: ,-,;:- t.. _·1a tO'"•; ~!. .... 

7 rio r co :.. .. , rc.,c.::~·~i:t ~J trit~i ~,1~ .. !' . . ~ f::>:!:" tr::: C' ~3i ·7 :-i C)f .-:a. tc~·-:er, 
i.;:)·,;::J..::il i.:; r.t.5i'~L-~,..j -:or ~ c:o1:.:::it.>enc. fr0!:1 t!rn . co~1·i:r.:!g"3.tio :1 t ·.l-:.c: 
t:~~ .. c·ll:1 t·1ill ..... ~ :~2r_: ~ ~-i1r:.iln 1 .:il\~ 4: !'1~ ~:1~ i: -~ c: .. ·l .~:~i us~3. ··!~(;. . 
t;1i::i i;1 : :i:-; (J, c0'2lcl ';c ~ 1i:1Jt~ ,:1_ l J.:::ti:.f,,.:a: frorr. ~ " .J ·1.:: :: o ~:::- 1 !)~ •· .. ':::1st 1 .. Ja 
i;:i,_! i c·., :in']" 1: v.:.:i: t•~r: 

1 ) i ~ s i ·.:n ·.:i 4:.t1i~ :. t .1c.: !JO'.L"""..c.1 ~ri._~s 0 .:: ~-~ e :.:"!'lie!\·i ?ar.': ~.-1ill 1J("! 

c::;n :..~ i c ~ ...? :::-ec acc:; I' ta!·:;l r_~ for the :::-0.loc.J. tim1 of tn.e !_".:!l l ~:;. 

2} : ;ill it :Jc :i : ~n.-.i.<.!'.:e>r:.' ~ti ;: :..12.<tt.ic:n of tne 'fift t1""~ 
: .~ l.~ t~'.::l : .; ;"::· i .:-:(~.2 o~.c ~:\-i'.:.io1~ ·:. l nt t:. ·!c c 1ns~_! ! 1. :3it«~ : 1

::-

'1 i11 t 1 =.! : ·ro;.:o s c ,·:.. s ~'" T:1j~·o 1 i \:: ~-t:J :-.! ~;::) ~ c ':" ; ·,-c ~! :-1 1 1~ a-=. t.hi s 
tin:{~? 

'Ll1e j l<;. t : : 1· i s :3c~12 _:~ 1 1l t:C:. for = :.trt .n~ :t'" r! i ::;c~1 .1 .. ,io1! in 
cc .- 1.. iL:t~<:! oi .: .:1 ~ . .'_:ol. 0;1 :.;!."il '.::_'., L' .. 3, ~t.:· : ~·o·_:r r 21::-.J.1'3 ;; 
pr;:);.: 2 r a bly uy 1,n::;::- il 1 , : l:. .S 3, \·'onlc C'::rt~. i nl::.:• !x.1- a':"i._;r:::ci ~--=·:> ·:l . 

~\l 1 invi c T:.io:r• i.3 .:iJ.:10 ·.~ :~ ~ .:m::l c .J t,) ;in•., !len.:')t;rs o.f ~our 
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clarify any que:.;tion:J t!lat might. arise. 

cuJ1 -}1PW/sfs 

Yours truly, 

~hr~ 
~1 . F. ·1oods 
Development Assistant 
Real ~~tnto Divisio~ 
Development Department 
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paul Calda, City Manager 

G. I. Blennerhassett, City 

March 22, 1983 

Questions - Seaview Park 

... 

During a telephone conversation with 
Alderman O'Malley on the above date he indicated 
to me that there are two outstanding questions he 
had asked in relation to Seaview Park. 

1. 

2. 

The two questions are as follows: 

That staff investigate the possibility 
of funding for Seaview Park through 
the Halifax Disaster Relief fund as 
well as other sources. 

and, the feasibility of Seaview Park 
coming under the jurisdiction of the 
Point Pleasant Park Commission. 

I vaguely remember these questions being asked, 
but I am unable to locate them in the minutes. 

GIB/jan 

"°' -

$. i:;? ~L~-f,~~ .. -
G. I. Blennerhassett, 
City Clerk 

RECEIVED 
MAR24 1983 

CITY OF HALIFAX 
DEVELOPMENT 

DEPT. 
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CONFIDENT/AL 
p. Calda, P.Eng., City Manager 

M.P. Woods, Dev. Asst., Real ~state · 

March 22, 1983 

. se.aview Park - United Memorial Church Bells 

In response to a request _fron Aldennan O'Malley to 
Peter Connell, whici.1 was qirec_ted to me, . a call was made 
to a Dr. MacGregor who sits. on th.e Board of Trustees of 
the Church. 

I indicated that a report was going to Committee of 
March 23, 1932, rGques-:.ing_further clarification from 
Council prior to. proceeding wi.th the planning & design 
stage. · 

In the course of thE? con·..ze.rsation Dr. MacGregor 
indicated that it was his _understanding that the parishoners 
want the bells operationa~fand p~eferably installed on Fort 
NeeCL.~am. 

It appears to. me as if the Alderman and the parishoners 
are working at odds on this oiie .and that possibly the bells 
might not be made _availabl~ for tne symbolic use as proposed. 

I believe that Mr. Ray Hilson, ·.-J:ho alsp sit.3 o:"l -=he 
board, will be attenJ.ing t.O.r'.\Qrro;·;' s meeting. 

MPW/sf s 
!-1.P. Woods 
Dev~lopment Assistant 
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To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

Committee of the Whole 
March 23, 1983 

His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manage~ 

March 16, 1983 

Seaview Memorial Park 

At the Gity Council meeting of March 17, 1983, staff 
was asked to prepare a report incorporating a number of suggestions 
which were discussed on March 9, in Committee of the Whole. The 
instructions given to staff as contained in the attached minutes 
require further qlarification prior to proceeding. 

For the benefit of those members not familiar with 
the Bells, the chime in its existing form consists of 10 bells 
ranging in size from a weight of 1800 lbs. and 43 inches in diameter 
(largest) to 175 lbs. and 20.5" diameter (smallest) for a total 
weight of 6150 lbs. They are currently supported on heavy timber 
beams which adds considerable weight and mass to the bells • 

. 
Alderman Grant, a parishoner of the United Memorial 

Church, the parish which presently owns the bells, has expressed 
the desire that they be made operational at least once a year 
during services commemorating the victims of the Halifax Explosion. 
During earlier attempts to have the bells relocated to Fort Needham 
it was staff's understanding that the bells were to be made 
operational. 

On the other hand, the Alderman for Ward 5 has suggested 
that the bells need not be made functional and that they could be 
placed on an-~inexpensive. support structure with appropriate plagues 
as a symbolic gesture. 

As noted in an earlier report, the bells can be made 
functional, but at considerable cost in doing so. The$40,000 cost 
mentioned in the March 1, ,1983, report is based on mechanical 
equipment suggested by Mr. Creed Freeman of Schulmerich Carillons, 
Inc. The figure incorporates a 1979 equipment quotation, updated 
for inflation and does not include installation, erection costs, or 
the cost of supplying power to the site. 

If an expenditure of the above magnitude is to be 
made, it is imperative that the bell tower be so designed as to 
hopefully eliminate the possibility of the equipment which would 
be stored at the base of the tower being vandalized. Any tower 
design, simple or otherwise, should also incorporate some provision 
for protecting the bells, or in all likelihood, they will be subject 
to acts of vandalism. At the very least, even if the bells are not 
made operational, they should be protected by concealing them 
as much as possible in the enclosure so constructed. This implies 
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added costs, but in staff's opinion is a very important 
consideration. 

At present, there is no money allocated in the 
budget and this project would have to be funded from other 
sources or added to the budget now or later. 

~ Council's approval with the concept of the tower 
and bells is required prior to expending funds. If Council's 
authority is given to proceed, the planning and design costs 
which are estimated to range from $10,000.00 - $15,000.00 
could be covered by the Engineering & Design Reserve Account. 

MPW/sfs 

Prepared by: 

A/~ 
..P{uYcalda, P.Eng., 
City Manager 

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant 

Approved by: 

R.B. Gr~nt, Director ~
Development Department'~ 
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G.- "!I. :Blennerhassett, ·-City ~GJ:er1t 

March 10, -19 83 

. -:- -: . . . - . . -·- -·-

A ·-staf:f°· rePcirt :~a£~4~Mar::~ .-i.L~i.9· ai, . ::~a~ - - ~i.ilimitj:~d. 
. . - - -- ·-- - --'- -- l-·- · · -·· - . .. 

Alderman o ')falley addressed -th~ . .. matter .noting .t-1-iat the 
strUcture as outlined -in .-the -_staff -report ,was much more ,;..~- 
ei:ab6rate than what he".~ad:~in1ti-ifly :intended .. Be -request.ed 

~· that a further reoort be- pre":>are·d- outlininq a sirn~le structure 
. '..J cor&-nemorating tbe-.exp,~o~ion and .. ipcorp9rating the ~lagues and .. -

placing the bells a.t tbe "t:op o·f" ". tne struc't;:ire a:s a purely syrnbo1::i:c 
use. . ._ . . 

- ..- - The City Manc;_ge.i. s:ugges:t.e_~. th.at· ~-t .af f .mC:_ke .ar_rangeme~~s 
~· · for -a mini compe-tition_"_ wi-th" regard to "t.ne "design, noting that 

_. the Nova Scotia Schoo1. of Ar"chi tecture might possibily be an 
avenue which c_o~q _b_e used. · · 

Alderman Grant indicated that he would like to see 
a structure ·which would allow the bells to be r.ung at least 
once a y~ar during the memorial servi~~~ 

. ~- .- . 
I --

.· .. 
/jan· 

cc M. P. Woods, Real Estate 

G. I. Blennerhassett, 
City Clerk 

I 
t 

I 

} 
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paul Calda, City Manager 

G. I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 2. FOLLOW (Jp . . ' ' " . ·, ... ' 

22, 1983 3. FOLLOW UP 

Questions Seaview Park Alderman 0 I Malley 4. COMPLETION DATE 

·' 

During a telephone conversation with 
Alderman O'Malley on the above date he indicated 
to me that there are two outstanding questions he 
had asked in relation to Seaview Park. 

The two questions are as follows: 

1. That staff investigate the possibility 
of funding for Seaview Park through 
the Halifax Disaster Relief fund as 
well as other sources. 

2. and, the feasibility of Seaview Park 
coming under the jurisdiction of the 
Point Pleasant Park Commission. 

I vaguely remember these questions being asked, 
but I am unable to locate them in the minutes. 

GIB/jan 

G. I. Blennerhassett, 
City Clerk 

RECEIVED 
M.!\R 2 LJ 1983 

CITY OF HALIFAX 
DEVELOPMENT 

DEPT. 

/_ 
I 
t 
r 
I f _ 

L 
1. 
1: 

.-
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. B. Grant, Director of Development 
~'..::..-~-- - . - . -· --

Blennerhassett, City Clerk 

11, 1983 

I 

'. · 

F-.'ECEIVED 
APR !1 1983 

Cl'i'r OF HALIFAX 
DEYC:LO?MENT 

DEPT. 

/ seaview Park - Memorial - Finance & Executiv~. COMPLETION DATE 
' committee - April 6, 1983 

A staff report dated March 16, 1983, was submitted. 

Alderman O'Ma~ley, . in referring to the submitted .report, 
advised that he would like to clarify the matter of the memorial 
and went on to refer to a service held at the United Memorial Church 
at · which time there was an indication from the City to attempt to 
bring ·the chimes into a memorial structure. 

Alderman o 'Malley advised of a subs.equent meeting which 
he had with representatives .of the Church including Dr. McGregor 
and indicated it was never intended that the bells would ring 
but rather an interest of erecting a .permanent memorial for the 
Halifax explosi9r( by placing the · bells, or ·part of the bells, on a 
four sided configuration out of the reach of vandals. Alderman 
O'Malley ·expressed the view that the costs presented in the report 
were in excess of what he had in mind and suggested a memorial 
could be erected at a far lower cost than has been projected. 

The City Manager referred to the weight of the bells and 
the design requirements and advised it was staff's understanding 
that the bells ha~ to be operational. The City Manager advised that 
the City would have to obtain. something in writing from the church 
indicating that the church will make the bells available and for 
what purpose, and Alderman O'Malley asked if that could be carried 
out. His Worship suggested that a letter could be forwarded to 
Dr. McGregor and the City Manager indicated that if a positive 
response is received, a proper design, both architecturally and 
structurally, would have to be undertaken suggesting that the cost 
would be in the $15,000 range. · 

Alderman O'Malley questioned whether alternatives were not 
available such as through the Nova Scotia Technical College. 

.. 

~ 
•· 

. 

I 
I 
l 
I 

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Seaview Park - Memorial 
Finance & Executive 
April 6, 1983 

- 2 -

MOVED b Alderman O'Malle , seconded b Alderman n 
that staff be authorized to forward a letter to the United 
Memorial Church on -the matter so tha·t Council will be info 
whether the bells are to be operational, what site is accep 
etc. 

Alderman O'Malley ask~d if the matter could proceed · 
ezj:>ediently -:.and sugg~sted that ·a member of City. staff visit 
Dr. McGregor or invi~e him to attend the next meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole Council. His Worship expressed the vi 
it would not take too long· to obtain the requested informatiot 

Motion passed. 

Alderman O 'Malley asked if a member of staff would co 
Dr. McGregor and Bis Worship suggested that such would be the 

/jan 

cc M. Woods 

. P: /l.J .... .. I~ 

.li0:7 ~~-11.' 
...... ". --

G. I. Blennerhassett, 
City Clerk 

Note: full text of this page is unavailable; scanned from 
photocopy
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~.B. Grant, Director of Development 1. FOLLOW 

G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 

April 18, 1983 3. FOLLOW UP 

Seaview Park' - Memorial 4. COMPLETION DATE 

Please be advised that City Council, at a 
meeting held on April 14, 1983, approved the following 
resolution: 

11 That the matter be deferred to the 
next meeting of the Committee of the 
Whole Council. 11 

RECEIVED 
APR 20 1983 

ClTY OF HALIFAX 

PJ /J~ 

/pn 

cc·: M. Woods, Development 
Carol, Clerk's office 

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT 
CITY CLERK 
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R • . B. Grant, ·.Director .of 

G. 1 I. : Blennerhassett, 

·' March 10, 1983 

~~ Seaview Memorial Park - ·Finance 
comnu.ttee - March 9, 1983 -

A staff · report dated .. March I,_ ·~1.9 83, was submi t:ted. 

RECEIVED 
MA~ 11 1983 

CITY OF HALIF~ 
OEV£LOPMENT 

DEPT. 

Alderman O'Malley addressed the matter noting that the 
structure as outlined in the staff report was much more 
elaborate than what he had initially ·intended. He requested 

f.-~· that a further report be ore-oarec: outlininc ?.. simDle structure 
-~ conu~emorating the-explosion and incorporating the-plagues and ' . 

placing the bel~s at the top of· the structur~ as a purely symbolic 

! ,->:· 
,~ .• 1 _ .... 

Jj 

use. · 
The City Manager suggested that staff make arrangements 

for a mini competition with regard to the design, noting that 
the Nova Scotia School of Architecture might possibily be an 
avenue which could be used. 

Alderman Grant indicated that he would like to see 
a structure which would allow the bells to be rung at least 
once ·a y~ar during the memorial service • 

/jan 

cc M. P. Woods, Real Estate 

.. _ 

G. I. Blennerhassett, 
City Clerk 

I 
I 
I 

l 

I 
r 
I 
I 
1-

r 

f-
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Conunittee of the Whole 
March 9, 1983 

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager 

Date: March 1, 1983 

Subject: Seaview Memorial Park 
~ 

This is in response to a request for a staff report 
dealing with the implications of erecting a tower and installing 
the bells from the United Memorial Church at a site within the 
planned Seaview Memorial Park. 

In brief, the bells were donated by a parishoner 
of the United Memorial Church as a memorial to a number of 
members of that particular family who lost their lives during 
the Halifax Explosion. The Church found it necessary to remove · 
the bells in recent years owing to ·the considerable stress on 
the Church tower which was deteriorating over time through their 
use. The bells are currently stored under cover on the Church 
property. 

The ten bells in their existing form have an approximate 
weight of three tons, exclusive of their support structure which 
consists of heavy timber beams approximately 10 inches square. 
As staff understands it, the design of a tower must not only be 
capable of handling the structural load but must also be able to 
withstantl the resonating effects produced by the striking action 
of the bells. It was this stress that was causing the deterioration 
of the Church tower where they were formerly located. 

Perhaps a more important consideration than the tower 
design is the method of making the bells operational. When considering 
Fort Needham, it was suggested that the bells be tied in by cable to 
the nearby United Memorial Church and that they could be played by a 
manual keyboard located in the Church. This option would appear to 
be ruled out at the park site because of location and cost factors 
necessitated by the use of heavy co-axial cable. The bells could 
be activated by mechanical equipment and/or a manual keyboard (on 
site) which would necessitate voltage of 220 AC single phase being 
supplied to the site. 

Based on earlier quotations received from Schulmerich 
Carillons Inc., Pennsylvania, for automated equipment, it would 
appear that this equipment would cost somewhere in the order of 
$40,000 today, exclusive of installation and erection costs. As 
staff understanqs, the tower would have to be enclosed at the base 
to house the equipment and necessary switching assemblies and would 
require a small degree of heat in the winter to prevent freeze up 
of the gears. In view of the relative isolation of the site, the 
tower design should provide for the concealment of the bells by 
ornamental grill wbrk which makes them less susceptible to acts of 
vandalism. 

I 
I 
I 

~ 
I, 
~ 
J 
I 

1~ 
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In most cases, St. Agnes'Church for example, they are 
able to store the mechanical equipment in a Church basement or 
rectory which keeps the equipment safe from the elements and 
vandalism. In the case of St. Agnes',the priests are able to 
handle minor technical problems and some servicing. This aspect 
presumably would be handled by the Engineering and Works Department. 

As noted above, it is estimated that the mechanical 
equipment ' would probably cost in the area of $40,000 and the cost 
of installation is presently unknown. The cost of the tower itself 
would depend upon the design requirements needed to handle the 
structural and stress loads noted above and could easily be in 
excess of the $50,000 range. 

Staff has had several conversations with a Mr. Creed 
Freeman Jr., Campanologist of Schulmerich Carillons Inc., Penn
sylvania, who is an expert in his field. Mr. Freeman indicated 
in 1979 that he would be prepared to come to Halifax, for expenses, 
and make appropriate recommendations. Mr. Freeman's Company can 
supply the necessary mechanical equipment, does complete installations 
and also manufactures certain pre-designed towers and has suppliers 
for others. 

In view of the many technical aspects as outlined above 
staff would recommend that Mr. Freeman's services be engaged prior 
to proceeding with this project as there may be other hidden costs 
involved of which staff is not aware. A budgetary allowance of 
$1,500. to cover flights and acco~modatiai.for 3 days should prove 
adequate~ Funds are available in Account FA041. 

The obtaining of any of these services will not inhibit 
the planned implementation of the development of Seaview Memorial 
Park. The 1983 project includes final grading, topsoil, plantings 
and hydro-seeding of the western portion of the park as well as the 
installation of required storm sewer. Planning and construction of 
a campanile for the bells, subject to Council approval, could be 
completed in 1984. For the information of Council, tenders for the 
1983 project are planned for March with construction starting in 
the late spring. 

Council is asked to give staff direction regarding the 
proposed bell tower installation. 

MPW/sfs 

Prepared by: 
~~ 

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant 

Approved by: 

R.B. Grant, Director ~ 
Development Department 

Calda, P.Eng., 
Manager 

r 
I 
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I
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n: 019-22641 ·--,_:;;::HONE 

;i:..:.:S-

... 
January 13, 1983 

Atlantex Ltd · 
p. o. Box 100 
take Charlotte 
aalifax County, N.S. 
BOJ lYO 

. 1 
- -- - ·-- - -

CITY OF HALIFAX 

Attention: Mr. Gordon Hammond 

Dear Sir: 

. . - . - - ------ -·-- -- . - -- ... -

Your letter dated January 4, 1983 is acknowledged. 

The City is, at this time, completing the landscaping aspects of 
Seaview Memorial Park. Alderman O'Malley has requested a memorial at 
Seaview Memorial Park to commemorate Merchant Marine contribution in 
World War II, Africville, the Due D'Anville epic of history and Convoy 
gathering in the Basin. Such a memorial is under discussion by staff 
and may go to a design competition. 

Thank you for your interest. Your correspondence will be filed at 
this time pending completion of ground works and determination of 
design of a memorial or memorials. 

Please feel free to contact us in about six (6) months for an update 
of this project. 

Yours very truly, 

P. ENG. 

WAS/klz 

c.c. Mike Woods, Real Estate 

t I 

.- , 

-I 
-1 
I -, 
I 
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RECEIVED 

~R· B. Grant, Director of Development _ t. FOLLOW 
DEC 2 9 1982 

CITY Or Ht'\LIFAX 
DEVELO?MENT 

DEPT. 

"' 
G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 

~ r December 29 t 1982 

f seaview Memor ial Park (Alderman O'Malley 
· Finance & Executive Comm. - Dec.22/82 

3. FOLLOW UP 

-
4. COMPLETION DATE 

This matter was added to the agenda at the request of 
Aiderman O'Malley. 

Alderman O'Malley addressed the matter noting that 
the funding for the Seaview Memorial Park had been approved 
by Council and development of the Park would be carried out 
in the near future. Alderman O'Malley, with the us~ of a sketch 
of the area, outlined four events of historical significance 
being the Halifax Explosion, the settling of black United 
Empire Loyalists in Africville, the loss of the French Fleet 
referred to as the Due D'anville tradegy and the part played 
by t~e Merchant Marine in the Second World War. Alderman 
O'Malley suggested that this park would be an appropriate location 
for a memorial·commerating these historical events. He 
indicated that he would like to see a tower erected, using the 
bells from the existing United Memorial Church , which 
would be d~nated to the City if such memorial were to be erected. 

He suggested that funding could be obtained through 
~~· the Halifax Disaster Relief Fund as well as other sources. 

""" , v' 
1" 

He requested that staff 
of such a tower being erected on this 

inv.estigate the possibility 
site. 

Discussion ensued with certain Aldermen expressing 
concern with the exact location of the memorial in relation to 
expected industrial development. Further discussion ensued. 

It was acrreed that _staff prepare a report including 
. /ri~ossible designs, estimated copt figures and possible sources 
/O{Tlof funding. 

~ ~ Deputy Mayor Hamshaw requested the report contain 
~ information from Industrial Commission on proposed industri~l 
,p$ development in the area. 

1("'Jl. gtu?· 
pJI 

G.I. Blennerhassett, 
City Clerk . I; lJ.~n'7- I 

f f &~~·D. Corkum, Acting Executive Director 
~ of the Halifax Industrial Corr~ission 

-..· I 

' l 
l 
'· 

I 

: -: 
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From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

INFORMATION REPORT 

His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager 

January 18, 1984 

Relocation - United Memorial Church Bells 

This report is in response to questions raised in 
the attached letter of January 9 from Alderman O'Malley who 
was appo.inted by Council along with Alderman Grant to examine 
the matter of locating the United Memorial Church bells on Fort 
Needham. Questions are answered in the order as presented. 

1. A preliminary aerial plan has been prepared for 
display which incorporates an affected area boundary, of Duffus, 
Macara, Barrington and Agricola Streets. Schools within this area 
are shown in blue and day care centres are colored green. Staff 
will attempt to determine by January 23, which centres regularly 
use the site. There are a total of fi~e acces~ points to the park 
which are off Union Street, Novalea Drive and Needham Street and 
are shown in yellow. Due to time constraints, and site conditions, 
staff was unable to locate precisely .the playground area and 
baseball diamond but the appropriate 1.c;>cation is annotated.· 

2. The location, area and approximate dimensions of 
the bell tower and viewing platform proposed by the sponsors have 
been superimposed on the aerial plan. Staff is unaware of any parking 
facility or proposed traffic to be accommodated on Fort Needham. 
With respect to parking on-street, all streets whose curb lines are 
not colored red are available :f5or parking. 

3 & 4. Answers to these questions will be supplied 
by the next regular meet~ng of Committee of the Whole Council 
(February 8) • 

5 & 6. The number of residences contained within the 
subject area as noted in section one is approximately 750 and 
some guidance from Council or the Bells Committee is requested as 
to the e«tent of the suggested poll. A proposed format for a 
questionnaire will be available at or before the next regular 
Committee of the Whole meeting. 

7. Staff is not prepared to comment on the long 
term structural adequacy of the proposed structure nor the effect 
of the water course/hill drainage. However, the Memorial Bells 
Committee's consultant has indicated core samples will be taken by 
professional soils analysts, Jacques Whitford & Associates Ltd., to 
determine the substructure of the hill. As a matter of course the 
structural adequacy of any plans submitted would be reviewed prior 
to the issuance of any building permit and they must be certified 
by the applicant's consultants. 
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8. The architect (Core Design Group) has indicated 
an overhead pole line would be run from the United Memorial 
Church on Young Street up Union Street to Fort ·Needham. The 
line would then be buried most likely in or adjacent to the 
crushed stone roadway to the viewing platform. An electrical 
junction box would be attached to the platform. An underground 
line would connect the junction box and the actual strikers in 
the bell tower. 

Legally speaking, the City should give an 
easement over the underground portion for possible future 
servicing requirements. The proponents would be responsible 
for ascertaining whose poles are located along Union Street and 
obtaining permission from that body to run the cables t6gether 
with paying any necessary pole rentals. The proponents have 
indicated earlier at Council that a trust fund would be established 
to cover ongoing future costs, one of which would be the pole rental. 

9. Mr. Roy Wilson, Committee member of United Memorial 
Church, has indicated that the old frame was comprised of oak. It 
was not designed to support the weight nor the vibrations of the 
bells. The largest bell weighs 1,800 lbs. while the total weight 
of the bells and the tower was approximately two tons. 

The tower base was not originally designed to 
bear this weight and as such,water seepage resulted within the 
old tower and also within the church rooms below. Representatives 
from L.E. Shaw Limited and other groups studied the tower in 1974, 
prior to the removal of the top 25' of the tower, to ascertain if 
it could be redesigned to support such a weight. It was concluded 
this was not possible. 

Any further opinion required in this regard should 
be received from independent structural engineers rather than from 
City staff. 

10. The following statement with respect to the Halifax 
Memorial Library (North Branch) has been provided by the Chief 
Librarian: 

"The North Branch Library building is a memorial to 
those who lost their lives in the Explosion of 1917. 
Funding for the construction of the building included 
$100,000 from the Halifax Relief Commission. 

The sculpture in frontof the building was designed to be 
symbolic of the Halifax Explosion and the City's rebirth 
after the catastrophe. The sculpture includes a piece of 
metal donated by Elizabeth Anne Freeman who in 1966 resided 
at 1038 Robie Street, Halifax. This piece of metal struck 
the home of Elizabeth Anne Freeman's parents, Mr. Mrs. 
W.B. Freeman at 158 Windsor Street on December 6, 1917." 
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11. Further staff information or advice, if any, w~ll 
be provided at or before the February 8 meeting of Committee of the 
Whole. 

MPW/JDB/sfs 

Prepared by: 

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant 
J.D. Bauld, Management Assistant 

Approved by: 

P. Calda, P.Epg., 
City Manager 

R.B. Grant, Director, Development Department 
P.S. Connell, Director, Engineering & Works 
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January 9, 198~ 

Mr. Paul Calda 
City Manager 
City of Halifax 
P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 

Dear Mr. Calda: 

ALDERMAN 
CITY OF HALIFAX 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Prior to the Christmas Holiday season, as you will remember, 
Alderman R. Grant and I were appointed by Council to look 
into the matter of locating the Balls of "United Memorial" 
on Fort Needham. 

I have received, in this regard, a very brief and 
uninformative paper from the Real Estate Department of the 
City. In order that we assess this matter for our report 
to Council, I would ask the following be responded to. 

1. A complete drawing of the Fort area outlining a) play
ground area; b) minor league baseball area; c) surrounding 
schools and day care centers whose childr$n regularly 
use the playground facilities (a questionaire may be 
sent) and finally which accesses to the area are used by 
these children. 

2) The exact location, area and geometric configuration 
which would be taken by the proposed memorial. If in 
fact vehicles of any kind are to be accommodated close 
to the proposed monument (such as tour busses, tourist 
cars, vehicles attending the "Bells Concerts" proposed 
for the platform fronting the proposed monument. If 
ss, where are said vehicles to be accommodated, i.e. 
is a parking facility on the Fort or traffic over it 
proposed? If not, on which streets surrounding the 
area will parking be accommodated. 

3. If a defined geometric configuration of lahd is assigned 
will a deed of transfer be made or will the city retain 
ownership? If the latter, will the city have legal 
ownership and therefore all time legal liability for the 
Bells and their housing? 

..... I 2 
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Mr. Paul Calda 
January 9, 1984 
Page 2. 

ALDERMAN 
CITY OF HALIFAX 

NOVA SCOTIA 

4. Are there any restrictions, legal or financial, to the 
transfer of such land if required? 

5. We would like an outline of the number of residences 
and location for a reasonable surrounding distance of 
the Fort site in order to have a City administered 
pole taken of the views of those adults and children 
wtr6 use the Fort site as a park on a daily basis. 

6. We would like a proposed format of such a questionaire 
for such a poll which would outline all of the formal 
facts as a prologue to asking the necessary public 
question. 

7. We would like staffs engineering judgments on the long 
term structural adequacy of the proposed structure 
vis-a-vis effect of water course or hill drainage, etc. 

8. We would like an outline of the proposed method of 
running connecting cables between the church and the 
proposed site and any city implications associated with 
this legally and financially now and in the long run. 

9. We would like a staff opinion on the feasibility of 
reconstructing the existing "Bell Tower" on United 
Memorial Church and replacing the carillion thereon with 
appropriate plaques. 

10. We would like a complete outline of this development 
and status of Halifax North Memorial Library as a formally 
established monument to the victims of the Halifax 
Explosion. You might contact the Library Board for a 
copy of the Opening Ceremonies in 1967 of this branch of 
the Library. 

11. Finally, we would like any additional information, not 
included above, related to City costs in the short and 
long run, and any other information staff in their 
wisdom may provide which would fully analyze this 
proposal. 

. .... I 3 
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Mr. Paul Calda 
January 8, 1984 
Page 3. 

ALDERMAN 
CITY OF HALIFAX 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Your co-operation in assembling the foregoing is 
appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 

GO'M/DR 

, Ward 5 

i 
I 
I 
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Campaign launched to raise_lunds formem(}riali 
their toll and the bells only part of the western Judge Robert E. Inglis the mayor's chair and 

By JIM GOWEN 
In 1977 Edmund Morris 

was mayor of Halifax. 
He was also "a northend 
boy" who grew up in the 
area hardest hit by histo
ry' s largest man-made 
explosion in a non-labo
rat or y environment. 
Growing up in the area, 
he was thoroughly famil
iar with the stories of the 
Dec. 6, 1917 blast, al
though it bad occurred 
several years before he 
was born. 

- t•ort Needham itself is 
a Jiving memorial, hav
ing been deeded to the 
city of Halifax as a me
morial park by the Hali· • 
fax Relief Commission -
there was no clearly de
fined site which could be 
refered to as THE me
morial to the victims of 
the explosion. 

This fact led evantual
Jy to a conversation be
tween Mr. Morris and 
Dr. Ian MacGregor, an 

was in law and he was in 
the medical school but 
with the enrolment in the 
Dal of those days, you 
got to know everyone 
else." The subject under 
discussion was a chime 
of bells, a carillon, which 
had been donated to 
United Memorial Church 
in the 1920's by Mrs T.W. 
Thompson (Barbara 
Orr) in memory of Mrs. 
Thompson's family, the 
Orrs, who had died in the 
blast. 

elder of Memorial United / 
He was also well Church. Mr. Morris and The carillon was origi-

hemisphere to feel the and the elders of Memo- the ~atter of the bells, 
were lowered to the 

brunt of the war. In addi- rial United Church (itself arid the memorial, went 
ground as the tower was 
considered to have dete- lion, four churches, St. a memorial to tlie regen- ' b\to limbo until July of 

Marks Anglican, St. Jo- erative spirit demon- this year when Mr. Mor
riorated to such an ex-

•t Id 1 g r seph's Roman Catholic, strated by the residents rits-:: now MLA for Hali-
tent 1 cou no on e G . . 

t th 10 rove Street Pres- of Hahfax north and ere- fax-Needham and provm-
~ safe~y ~uripor e byterian and Kaye Street ated when.the congrega- -eial minister of social 

m:sive ~s. i . th Methodist disappeared in tions of two north end 1ervices - met with in-

bo h
ahy.or orr Is, wdt the holocaust." churches destroyed in terested parties to renew 

t 1s persona an po- h · . dr' f 
Jitical feet firmly an- Mr. ~orris said "~t is t .e explo.s1on co?1bmedJ the . 1ve or a 1memorial. 

h d 
. th th d appropriate for Halifax with a view to mcotpo· An exchange of letters 

c ore m e nor en ' hi h . be . ' t· th b 11 . t ok I d th Id 
I k

. f w c 1s commg one of ra mg e e s In a o Pace an e e ers 
~asl 0h0. Ihng 

0~da me~~the greatest small cities structure dedicated to of the church made a 
~la twh ic.t w~u. . sy~ 0 "in the world, to have a the memory of the vie- provisional offer to Joan 
tzthe ehci Y

1
.krtsthmgPhommemorial to commem- tims of the explosion. tlte 1bells to the Halifax 

e as es 1 e e oe· . Th J • . f yth 
1 

,, erate to all generat10ns e state of the bells Exp os1on Memorial 
mx 0 m 0 ogy. · of Haligonians the resur- was evaluated by their Bells Committee for in. 

aware that though there Dr. MacGregor were n1'llY hung in the bell 
are several small monu· friends from their days tower of the church, how
ments to the explosion in at Dalhousie University. ever, age, vibration and 

"After all, except for a rection of the city after manufacturer who con- cJusil!Jl in a tower tc be 
few shells on tne Atlanticthis catastrophe." sidered them suitable for erected on Fo·r1 Need
coast of the United Further discussions continued use . By this ham, thE>'.Jliiileft point in 

Bells are removed from United Memorial 
Church for storage pending Installation 

States1 Halifax was thewere held later with time Mr. Morris had left U•JI ea. · rts of the city As Mr. Morris put it "I' the weather had taken 

_v...:a ... ri_o_u_s_:p-;a;::::::::;::=·==,===,-.-1-,-,-e----o-=:..,..;-;:-~· ;,;;-;,.;,:· :;;e;__ix_;;-..p ___ '"'i:i;o~-s_;=;~o--n-----di~;eF-=,=~;~::;&er==,=;~?=~=:;"'lall!!.!&~ .. !!!!CZ:Z~J:u:3sa:::!lllll!!tt~s;f r?ffi~~:~ 

By Estelle Small TNT and benzine aboard. It was the recordings, now stored at Lamont-Doher- members Dr. Ian Mac-

/ 

Staff Reporter worst man-made explosio~ prior to Hiro- ty Geological Observatory, show jagged Gregor, Judge Robert E. 
shima and Naga~aki. lines in the graph between 9:04 and 9: 10 Inglis, Roy Wilson, Mrs. 

A local geophysicist and a U.S. scien
tist might finally give history an exact 
lime on the Halifax Explosion's occur
rence in 1917, putting lo rest 66 years of 
speculation as to what time devastation 
hit the city that day. 

The explosion's impact equalled that 
of an earthquake, sending tremors as far 
away as northern New Brunswick, Alan 
Ruffman, a principal with Geomarine As
sociates, said last night at the Nova 
Scotia Museum. Its damage was just as 
great, with 1,500 deaths and several thou
sand injuries. 

Mr. Ruffman pointed out that Dr. 
Robert Oppenheimer, coordinator of the 
development of the atomic bomb, used 
the Halifax Explosion as a comparison of 
the impact of a nuclear weapon. 

The explosion was the result of a col: 
lision between ships Imo and Mont 
Blanc, a munitions vessel with 580 tons of 

Mr. Ruffman and Dr. David Simpspn a.m. A photograph of the 1917 seismo- Janet F. Kitz, a Halifax 
of the Lamont-Doherty Geological Obser- graph recordings also shows a short se- historian specializing in 
vatory in Columbia University, N.Y. ries of crooked lines again at 10:07 a.m. the period of the Halifax 
have noted the impact of the tremors Mr. Ruffman said he and Dr. Simp- explosion, R. H. Di~k 
from the recordings of a 1917 seismo- son do not see any evidence of a later ex- MacLean, Bruce Nicker-
graph at Dalhousie University. plosion, even though witnesses have re- son, Fred R. Nickerson, 

lated of how rumblings first occurred, Bernard D. Allard, Jean 
While most historical accounts peg 

the time of the disaster to 9:05-06 a .m ., 
some people, among them sports writer 
Ace Foley of the Halifax Herald Ltd., say 
the explosion occurred before nine 
o'clock on Thursday, Dec. 6. 

Mr. Foley said in a 1977 column in 
the Herald, he had· to be to school by 
nine, and he was on his way to school the 
day the explosion took place. 

Mr. Ruffman said Mr. Foley's col
umn generated about 57 letters-to-the edi
tor in the paper and only 17 people be
lieved the explosion occurred after 9 a.m. 

Dalhousie University seismograph 

followed by an explosion. ' Harrington, Frank Harr• 
The time on the seismograph corre- ington, J. Rod McLeod, 

sponds to watches and clocks on Dec. 6, William B. Orr, Harold 
1917 which slopped shortly after nine. Shea, Terry Sullivan, 

Then, what about the recounts of Ace Charles A Vaughan and 
Foley and others like him? R. Lorne White. 

Mr. Ruffman's explanation is that Edmund Morris, and 
local schools had just switched to their 
winter hours, which meant students now 
had lo be to class by 9: 15 a .m. or 9:30 
a.m. Most of the explosion's witnesses 
might remember going to school, but ne-
glected to recall the new winter hours. 
They had to be there at 9:30 a.m., not 
nine. 

in the memorial tower. 
Judge R. E. Inglis, .were 
appointed honorary co
c hairmen of a drive to 
raise $200,000 dollars to 
construct a monument on 
Fort Needham which 
would integrate the bells 
in a permanent struc
ture. 

The committee will, in 
reality, only have to 
raise $100;000 as the 
province of Nova Scotia 
has made a promise to 
match funds raised on a 
dollar-for-dollar basis to 
a maximum of $100,000. 

The committee func
tions under a mandate 
which requires the bells 
to be erected and in op
eration on the 67th anni-

versary of the explosion, 
Dec. 6, 1984. 

Should the committee 
fail to meet its objective 
or be blocked in its ef
forts to complete the 
project by Halifax city 
council, the bells would 
revert to the church and, 
as was pointed out by a 
visiting British architect 
this summer, there 
would be no permanent 
memor.ial to those who 
died in the explosion. 

Summarizing his feel
ings as the campaign to 
raise $100,000 begins, Mr. 
Morris said "This is one 
of the most evocative 
thf~s to happen in the 
north end for years." 
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INFORMATION REPORT 

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 

From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager 

Date: April 16, 1984 

Subject: Fort Needham - Halifax Explosion Memorial 

Further to the approved recommendations of City 
Council on March 1, 1984, staff of the Legal Department is 
currently working on the documentation for the license 
agreement between the City and the Memorial Bells Committee. 
A proposed agreement should be forthcoming shortly for Council 
approval. 

The site has been surveyed and an appropriate legal 
plan is being prepared for attaching to the license. In an 
effort to meet construction deadlines so that the memorial ·will 
be completed prior to December of 1984, the Committee has been 
given permission to commence procedures for the soils investigation. 
This will involve a shallow dig with a small backhoe through the 
middle and approximately the full length of the site. 

In conjunction with the above excavation;staff has 
met with the. Civic Historian and an official of the Nova Scotia 
Museum (Archaeology Division) as well as representatives of the 
Bells Conunittee~to coordinate procedures in connection with the 
archaeological.dig. 

The current plans are to initiate the shallow dig on 
Thursday, April 19, 1984, weather permitting and to monitor this 
cut with the appropriate archaeologicalofficial(s). Any furtper 
action necessary will be dependent upon the findings in this 
initial excavation. 

MPW/sfs 

Prepared by: 

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant 

Approved by: 

R.B. Grant, Director 
Development Department 

P Calda, P.Eng., 
City Manager 
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HALIFAX , 
EXPLOSION 
MEMORIAL 
BELLS 
COMMITTEE 
P.O. Box 1267, 
Halifax North Postal Stn., 
B3K 5H7 
(902) 421-6730 

Your Support -
Will Help To Build The 
Halifax Explosion 
Memorial Tower 
The Name Of All Donors Will be Recorded 
In A Memory Book 

~--------------------------------------, 
Please make cheque or money order payable to: 

(Charitable tax receipts will be issued for contributions of $5.00 or more.) 

HALIFAX EXPLOSION 
MEMORIAL BELLS COMMITTEE 
P .O. Box 1267, Halifax 
North Postal Stn., B3K 5H4 

Name . . . . . . . . . ............................ . 
Address .................. · ................. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Postal Code . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I . I TAX RECEIPTS ISSUED: $5.00 minimum 

I Charitable Registered Tax Number 0662320-52-03 

L---------------------------------------
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What, no explosion memorial? 
By Jim Gowen 

. It took a British architect visiting the 
metro area less than two weeks to identify 
something missing from Halifax - a Hali· 
fax .Explosion memorial. 
· Brian Carter, a member of the London 
architectural firm of Arub and Associates, 
ls a guest lecturer at the Technical Univer
&ity of Nova Scotia. 

Here for two weeks as part of a pro
_gram sponsored by the university to intro
~ students to practicing architects who 

Morris contends: 

Needham 
. should 
be site 

By E-stelle Small 
Staff Reporter 

Th~ site for the Halifax Explosion 
Memorial Bells tower should be at 
Fort N~ham, not Seaview Memori
al, ~1al. Services Minister Edmund 

01:r.1asaid last ni srh! 
He said the proposetf Seavie e-

rnorial, a remembrance of the 1917 ex
plosion, is an inappropriate site. 

Seaview Park lacks pedestrian ac
cess, is on the outer edge of the pen
insular city1 and is topographically un
suited, he said. 

"Compared with Fort Needham, 
it is relatively a security risk," he 
said. 

Alderman Gerald O'Malley is ob
structing the approval for the tower 
for his own l;JOlitical purposes, the 
Halifax-Needham MLA said. 

The alderman's proposal for the 
Seaview Memorial would cost tax

payers money, and since the city is 
unlikely to allocate funds for that pur
pose, it probably won't get done, Mr. 
Morris said. 

· The ~Jls' electrical link to United 
Memorial Church from Seaview would 
also be more costly, he said. The site 
for the explosion's memorial has been 
referred to city staff. 

nae $200,000 bells are a gift to the 
city from Barbara Orr whose family 
died in the explosion. Mr. Morris con
tends their place should be within 
view of the site of the 1917 explosion. 
The Fort Needham property, donated 
to the city years ago by the Halifax 

, Relief Commission, overlooks the Har
bour Narrows where the vessels Imo 
and Mont Blanc collided 66 years ago 
causing the devastating explosion. 

Reginald A. Prest, chairman of 
the Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells 
Committee, said in a news release the 
design was selected because "it 
makes a dramq_tic statement suggest
ing an image of desfruction while si-

1 multaneously evoking the energetic 
civic renewal that followed the devas
tation." 

specialize in various types of design, Mr. 
Carter saw Halifax had no permanent me
morial to the thousands of Haligonians who 
died iil the Halifax Explosion of Dec. 6, 
1917. 

Breaking his class into syndicates he 
assigned a project which requires them to 
design a small building on the Halifax 
waterfront, in the vicinity pf the Maritime 
Museum of the Atlantic. The proposed 
building is to include space for displays in. 
two wiqgs, other featur~ the students are 

required to include in their designs are 
amenities, office space and a viewing area 
with a view of the harbor. Unfortunately 
the plans •Will never go beyond that stage 
being an a~ademic exercise only. 

"The Halifax Explosion had a pro
found effect on the city so I thought I 
would like to do something to ~ark the ex
plosion as a project for my students," he 
said in an interview. 

Mr. Carter said that Halifax provides 
a wide variety of styles of architecture 
which would test the budding architect's 
imagination in blending their design with 
existing structures. 

He said that Halifax -had been given a 
chance ~xtended to few cities. Pointing to 
the Hydrostone area, 'completely devastat
ed in the explosion, as an example of the 
re-design potential available at that time. 

Having been involved in many exhibi
tion-type design competitions, Mr.Carter is 
well qualified to lecture on the subject. His 
London·based firm is one of the design fi
nalists for ,an extension to the National 
Gallery in London·s Trafalgar Square. Mr. 
Carter leaves Halifaxtoday to return to 
London. 

While Mr. Carter is correct in that 
there is no explosion memorial at this 
time, there is one in the planning sr.age. 
There is a committee called The Halifax 
Explosion Memorial Bells Committee 
headed by Halifax businessman R.A. 
Prest. 

This group bas taken the carillon, do
nated to United Memorial Church by Mrs. 
T.W. Thompson, the sole-survivor of the 
Samuel Orr family. in its memory, and 
whic;h was removed from the building for 
structural reasons. The group is now in the 
process of selecting a design for a memori
al in the Fort Needham area. 

This memorial will take the form of a 
tower incorporating the carillon which will 
be capable of being played either on site 
or. by remote control, from the church onJ 

l Kaye Street, _ 0 _. • 

E Wamboldt-Waterfield 
dmund Morris, minister of social services left discusses 

plans for the Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells 'Tower with 
Judge Robert E. lnglls and Reginald A. Prest. 
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IFAX 
JKPLOSION 
MEMORIAL 
BELLS 
COMMITTEE 
P.O. Box 1267 
Halifax North Postal Srn. 
B3K 5H4 
(902) 421-6730 

Honorary Co-Chairmen 
Mr. R.E. Inglis 
~Ion. Edmund Morris 
Chairman 
Mr. Reginald A. Prest 
Treasurer 
Mr. Fred R. Nickerson 
Secretary 
Mr. R.H. (Dick) MacLean 
LCdr. Bernard D. Allard 
Mrs. Jean Harrington 
Mr. Frank Harrington 
Mrs. Janet F. Kitz 
Dr. H. Ian MacGregor 
Mr. J. Rod McLeod 
Mr. Bruce Nickerson 
Mr. William B. Orr 
1vfr. Harold Shea 
Mr. Terry Sullivan 
Mr. Charles A. Vaughn 
Mr. Roy \Vilson 

---

£~~ 
...... ....,.~----- - ···--· .. . 

MODES OF SUPPORT - RECOGNITION 

Donations under $1,000 

Donations over $1,000 

Sponsor-A-Bell - $5,000 

SEND DONATIONS TO: 

Names of corporations and 
individuals will be preserved 
in a time capsule, to be 
inserted within the structure. 

Names of corporations and 
individuals will be etched on 
a bronze plaque, to be placed 
in a prominent exterior 
location on the carillon. 

Corporations and indlviduals 
may choose to sponsor one of 
the nine bells. Appropriate 
recognition and publicity is 
assured. 

Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee 
P.O. Box 1267 
Halifax North Postal Station 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3K 5H4 

(Donations are tax deductible.) 
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SiT'E A 
RECEIVED 

OCT 1? 1983 To: Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

ff) 

M.P. Woods, Dev. Assistant, Real Estate 

October 18, 1983 

United Memorial Church Bells 

CITY OF HALIFAX 
DEVELOPMENT 

DEPT. 

A working Committee has been established to locate the 
bells on Fort Needham. 

I understand from Terry Sullivan, one of the Committee 
members that the Province· ·is committed to funding $100, 000. I 
believe that this is subject to this amount being matched locally. 
Terry advises that Olands has undertaken to raise the private sector 
funds. 

As I understand, the City is being asked to make a site 
available on Fort Needham as its contribution towards the project. 
You might be receiving a call in that regard this week. 

be arranging a site meeting later this week and 
necessary report to Council. 

~~~ 
M.P. Woods 
Development Assistant 
Real Estate Division 
Development Department 

.. ~ .. ·.: . •: .. : • "'·. ,.. _ ; ·:; ~ • • ; . .: ~ • ., . · . : · . .. .. • ,; ·~ ~.:, ; • "-. ! .. • . • •• ; .: .; 1, 
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Paul Calda, P. Eng. , City l·1anager 

M.P. Woods, Dev. Assistant, Real Estate 

October 18, 1983 

U:ii ted Me1ncrial Church Bells 

A working Committee has been established to locate the 
bells on Fort Needhai""'l. 

-.. 

I tL4derstand from Terry Sullivan, one of the Committee 
members that the Province is committed to funC.ing $100, 000. I 
believe that this is subject to this amount being matched locally. 
Terry advises that Olands has undertaken to raise the private sector 
funds. 

As I understand, e Cit is bein asked to make a site 
available on Fort ~1ecdharr? as its contribution towards the project. 
You . ht be receiving a call i~gard this week. 

I will be arranging a site meeting later this week and 
will prepare tha necessary report to Council. 

MPW/rck 

~ 
H.P. Woods 
Develop~ent Assistant 
Real Bstate Division 
Developr.lent Department 
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Grant, Director of Development 

Blennerhassett, City Clerk 

:.1 , 1983 

•' :i·:: "•,: Park - Memorial - Finance & 
-- · - . •2 - April 6, 1983 

A staff report dated March 16, 1983, was submitted. 

Alderman O'Ma~ley, in referring to the submitted report, 
. . -~~e d that he would like to clarify the matter of the memorial 

_ ·,·c1:. on to refer to a service held at the United Memorial Church 
·:-. .: ::h time there was an indication from the City to attempt to 

~~e chimes into a memorial structure . . 

Alderman O 'Ma·lley advised of a subsequent meeting which 
.·.:::.d with representatives o·f the Church including Dr. McGregor 

. -_.._: .::.i1di cated it was never intended that the bells would ring 
:. :,,_ r acl1er an interest of erecting a permanent memorial for the 
.!:.}_ ::: ax explosi9n· by placing the bells, or ·part of the bells, on a 
:-:··: :- si ded configuration out of the reach of vandals. Alderman 
: '" ..! ::..:ey expressed the view that the costs presented in the report 
A·- ::- 3 .:..n excess of what .he had in mind and suggested a memorial 
.:.:· .: :.. ::: be erected at a far lower cost than has been projected. 

The City Manager referred to the weight of the bells and 
i ·...: E: C.esign requirements and advised it was staff's understanding 
t -~a ~ ~~e bells had to be operational. The City Manager advised that 

~~~ C ~ ty would have to obtain something in writing from the c urch 
7'!'.::.:. cating that the church Will makeilie bells available and for 
·:-·."'.c -:. ;iuroose, and Alderman o 'Malley asked if a u e carried 
~· His Worship suggested that a letter could be forwarded to 
- !" . ~-1cGregor and the City Manager indicated that if a positive 
!"es?ons e is received, a proper design, both architecturally and 
s:=uc t urally, would have to be undertaken suggesting that the cost 
·..:~~ld be in the $15,000 range. · 

Alderman O'Malley questioned whether alternatives were not 
a·:c.i la.ble such as through the Nova Scotia Technical College. 

- I t:\.iw 

I 
I 

I 
l 

I 
.\ 

Note: full text of this page is unavailable; scanned from photocopy

appears in scan.
Nοτε: φυλλ τεξτ οφ τηισ παγε 
ισ υναϖαιλαβλε; σχαννεδ
φροµ photocopy

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives

doucetz
Pencil




