
 

 

 

 
 
P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 Canada    

Item No.   14.1.7              
 Halifax Regional Council 

 August 2, 2016 
  

 
TO:   Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  

John Traves, Q.C., Acting Chief Administrative Officer 
    
 
    
   Jane Fraser, Acting Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
 
DATE:   June 30, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  Request for Permanent Encroachment – Barrington Street 

 
 
ORIGIN 
 
Application by Department of National Defence (DND) for an encroachment under Barrington Street 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
Under Section 3 of HRM By-Law E-200, Respecting Encroachments Upon, Under or Over a Street, no 
person is to construct or maintain any structure on the street right of way without being issued an 
encroachment by license by Council. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that Halifax Regional Council approve the attached Encroachment Agreement, subject 
to non-substantive amendments, if any, allowing the installation of the rock bolts, footings of the 
permanent traffic barrier, and the temporary traffic barrier at the proposed location within the right of way. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A permanent traffic barrier currently installed along Barrington Street between Niobe Gate and North 
Street has reached the end of its service life and requires replacement. The barrier is situated on 
Department of National Defence (DND) property. 
 
DND currently has a retaining wall located within their property along the east side of Barrington Street 
between Niobe Gate and North Street. The retaining wall supports the street; it is situated between an 
existing parking lot and Barrington Street. The lot is much lower than the elevation of Barrington Street. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
DND plans to replace the permanent traffic barrier with a new concrete and chain link traffic barrier. The 
proposed barrier will still be located on DND property. The footings for the barrier wall will extend 
approximately one meter into the municipal right of way under the sidewalk, for a distance of 
approximately 440m. A temporary traffic barrier will be installed along Barrington Street to facilitate the 
construction of the new barrier. 
 
DND has also requested permission to install approximately 100 rock bolts (25.2mm nominal diameter) to 
stabilize the rock behind the existing retaining wall. The rock bolts will extend into the right of way 
approximately 5 to 7m below the sidewalk on Barrington Street.  
 
HRM staff has reviewed the encroachment and have concluded that the proposed permanent traffic 
barrier footings and rock bolts will not negatively impact HRM’s operational requirements for this portion 
of the right of way, nor does it pose any hazards to road users.  
 
The area of the encroachment is approximately 447 m². Typically for an encroachment of this size, the 
applicant would be required to pay a one-time license fee of $125.00 and an annual encroachment fee of 
$4,468.04 (as prescribed by HRM Administrative Order 15, the current fee is $1 per 0.1 m²). These fees 
are not applicable here as the applicant is the Crown. 
 
DND reviewed the Draft Encroachment Agreement.  HRM staff believe the Draft Encroachment 
Agreement is settled but may be subject to non-substantive amendments. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
RISK CONSIDERATION 
 
There are no significant risks associated with the recommendations in this Report. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
Community Engagement, as described by the Community Engagement Strategy, is not applicable to this 
process as only the applicant can appeal the decision of Regional Council to the Appeals Standing 
Committee. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Implications not identified. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
Council could choose not to approve the proposed Encroachment Agreement. This alternative is not 
recommended. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A – Encroachment Agreement with plan showing proposed encroachment. 
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A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the 
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208. 
 
Report Prepared by: Jeff Nephew, P.Eng., Engineering Assistant, Right of Way, 902.490.6245 
   Megan Soroka, P.Eng., PMP, Right of Way Engineer, Right of Way, 902.490.6219 
 
    
Report Approved by:  
   Roddy MacIntyre, P.Eng., Acting Manager, Traffic Management, 902.490.8425 
 
 
                  
                                                                                                         
Report Approved by: Beverley Audet, A/Director, Transportation and Public Works, 902.579.2719 
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