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Background

 April 2017 – Regional Council directed and funded 
collaboration with United Way and others on a 
poverty reduction strategy

 Mayor Savage co-chaired Poverty Solutions 
Advisory committee with United Way CEO Sara 
Napier  

 Councillors Streatch and Cleary participated on 
advisory committee

 HRM political and administrative staff also supported 
HRM’s participation 
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Engagement
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7 Themes
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129 Ideas for Action
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47 (36.4%) 
In Progress

25 (19.4%)
In Scope

57 (44.2%)
Out of Scope



Poverty Solutions (In Progress)

 free or low-cost recreation programming (72,000+ 
participants); 

 low-income transit pass program (1,000+ enrolled); 

 transit pass program with the Department of Community 
Services (6,700+ enrolled); 

 creation of a Diversity and Inclusion section and 
framework; 

 participation in the Housing and Homelessness 
Partnership; and 

 work with the United Way on approaches to poverty 
reduction.

6



Poverty Solutions (In Scope)*

 Day Care Centres in Municipal Facilities; 

 Expand nutrition programs for children and youth;

 Prioritize community-based affordable housing options 
for people with disability, seniors, and people with 
mental health conditions;

 Expand density bonusing and inclusionary zoning 
throughout the HRM.

 Support the creation of community land trusts, and non-
profit development resource and management groups.
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* Within the municipality’s existing authority/capacity. Does not reflect a staff 
recommendation to pursue the idea.



Social Policy Lens 

Work on the social policy lens has begun and will include:

 assessment of current social development activity;

 cross-jurisdiction research and analysis; 

 legislative framework; and  

 consideration of the various policies, procedures, 
programs and activities through which municipalities 
support implementation of a social policy. 
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Recommendation

That Community Planning and Economic Development Standing 
Committee recommend that Regional Council direct the CAO to:

 continue to work collaboratively with United Way Halifax on the 
development and implementation of anti-poverty solutions for the 
municipality;

 include a strategic response to the United Way report “Building 
poverty solutions: Ideas for Action” in the development of a 
Social Policy Lens; and

 incorporate updates on federal/provincial poverty reduction 
action plans and basic income projects when reporting on the 
Social Policy Lens and poverty reduction solutions.
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