
Road Safety in HRM

Moving on from the 
blame game



Barely 
visible 

mid block 
crosswalks 



Is this fit for purpose, for all ages and abilities?



Adding basic 
safety to 

crosswalks –
visibility for 

drivers



What are our priorities – safety or speed?



Vulnerability 
at signalised
intersections 



Threats from all directions



Can 
pedestrians 
look in all 

directions and 
avoid constant 

traffic? 









Vulnerability at signalised intersections (2)



Vulnerability 2



Vulnerability 
on unmarked 
crosswalks at 
intersections



Vulnerability on wide intersection crosswalks



Vulnerability 
on unmarked 
crosswalks at 
intersections



Inexpensive 
but visible 
bumpouts 



Inexpensive 
but visible 
bumpouts



No sidewalks + parked cars



Potential 
solutions?





4 -5 lane crosswalks – no protection from speeding traffic



Quick Fix? 

Adding 
visibility within 

driver 
sightlines



Adding 
refuge island 
& visibility, 
reducing 

road width



Offset refuge island



20mph roads & 
quick fixes = 
Seattle reduces 
traffic fatalities by 
37% to 5, versus 
our 14.



Conclusion

Vul. rd user safety won’t improve unless very basic and often 
inexpensive improvements are made, HRM wide.

We need to develop and identify a toolkit of safety 
countermeasures that can be applied/deployed everywhere.

Learn from our crosswalk flag programme – small things can 
make a big difference!

This isn’t an issue which can wait years for gradual single site 
rebuild/redesign processes.

Visible crosswalk paint is a very basic, essential & urgent 
need: https://www.tranbc.ca/2017/04/04/pavement-paint-
promising-for-lasting-brightness/

https://www.tranbc.ca/2017/04/04/pavement-paint-promising-for-lasting-brightness/
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