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Waye Mason, Chair, and 

Members of the Transportation Standing Committee 

1841 Argyle St, Halifax, 
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.
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1. Bayers Road Widening, Closure of George Oauphinee Avenue and Westmount Subdivision;
2. Official request to make a presentation

Chair Mason and Committee Members 

We along with residents of Westmount Subdivision are appealing to your committee to support a temporary 
alternative to the design elements of the Bayers Road widening that directly and physically result in the 
closure of George Oauphinee Avenue as an entrance to Westmount. This alternative will not delay or stop 
this important project nor negatively impact on the goals of the Region's transportation strategy. We are 
simply seeking fair and equitable recognition of the traffic and safety issues faced by Westmount residents, 
the schools and other stakeholders and visitors, through the exploration of more creative design solutions. 

We have new, revealing and rather shocking information for you to consider in our new request for action. 
There has been a significant failure to properly consult with the neighbourhood and stakeholders. As just 
one example of many, we recently have been advised by the school administration that the Westmount Elementary 
School on George Dauphinee Avenue had not been consulted on, nor even informed, of the closure, and the Design 
Team used inaccurate accounts of the number of school buses that use this entrance! 

The warning Roddy MacIntyre, Senior Traffic Engineer/ Traffic Authority as stated in an email dated January 2, 2019 
to Dylan Haynes design leader and Tanya Davis and others were not taken seriously or acted upon properly. The 
email is as follows: 

''As for the access restriction at George Dauphinee, what are the traffic volumes making right-hand turns into 
the Westmount neighbourhood? I have some concerns that allowing exit only at this location will have 
negative and unpopular impacts on residents and the school. This proposal will leave access to the 
neighbourhood via Almon and William Hunt only. More information needs to be provided regarding the overall 
impact and benefits/draw backs to this proposal." 

And further, Mike Connors, Transportation Engineer stated in a memorandum of February 23, 2021 that: 

''As a result of the proposed changes at George Dauphinee Avenue, the intersection of Chebucto Road and 
William Hunt Avenue will be the only intersection that permits full access to the neighborhood all the time. 
Although it is recognized that the Westmount subdivision does have relatively limited access, municipal 
access requirements for the area will continue to be met with the proposed turn restriction at George 
Dauphinee Avenue." 

All residents of Westmount know, and surely your engineers and planners also know, that William Hunt as a full 
access, "all the time" is a contradiction in terms and an offensive insult to the community and others who must access 
its schools and facilities. All of this and our attached investigations and analysis demonstrates a complete lack of in
depth analysis by the designers and managers of the Bayers Road widening in their focus of completing a capital 
project. There has not been any overall and in depth acknowledgement of the severe restrictions and safety issues 
represented by Westmount being enclosed by three principle streets and a shopping centre. All actions by staff, 
since the community started investigating and asking questions, have been a rationalization of an unfortunate design 
decision made with inadequate understanding of the consequences to the physical and functional characteristics of 
Westmount's streets and access limitations. 

This letter is also formally asking your Committee and the Municipal Clerk, for permission to make a 
presentation on at your upcoming April 29,2021 meeting. The subject of the presentation will be the request for 
the temporary alternative outlined above and for the reasons presented in this letter and attached documentation. 
The timing is important because the second phase of the construction, which includes the permanent closure of 
George Dauphinee Avenue, will understand be starting in May. 
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