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Amendment to By-law (H-200) to Revise 
Heritage Impact Statement Requirements
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On April 14, 2020, Regional Council passed the following motion:

That Halifax Regional Council request a staff report with recommendations in support of protecting 
registered heritage properties when they are affected by development by considering the following 
items:

i. That a heritage impact statement as defined by HRM By-law H-200 be required in support of 
any discretionary planning application or site plan approval application that includes or abuts 
a registered heritage property; and

ii. That heritage impact statements submitted to the municipality as part of any planning or 
heritage application be signed by a heritage professional as recognized by the Canadian 
Association of Heritage Professionals.
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Heritage Property Act and HRM Conservation Standards 
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By-Law H-200 and Content of Heritage Impact Statements
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The Heritage Impact Statement
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The HIS is a study to 
determine if any heritage
resource will be 
impacted by a specific 
proposed development 
or site alteration. 
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The Heritage Property By-law (H-200) may 
require a Heritage Impact Statement if a 
proposed development is a “rooftop addition” 
that exceeds “50% of the gross floor area of the 
existing building” only in Downtown Halifax.

When is a HIS Required?
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This report is not making 
recommendations for 
Heritage Impact Statements
pertaining to abutting 
development. 

The Municipality is currently 
preparing amendments to 
the Regional Plan, Centre 
Plan and Downtown Halifax 
Plan.

Abutting Development
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This report is not making recommendations 
for Heritage Impact Statements pertaining 
to HCD By-laws. 

The Municipality is currently preparing 
amendments to two of the three
existing HCDs and preparing a HCD By-
law for a new area in Downtown Halifax. 

Heritage Conservation Districts
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Association of Heritage Professionals.
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Heritage Professional Organizations
ICOMOS Canada is focused on developing best practice documentation for the conservation of 
buildings, landscapes, and sites in Canada, whereas CAHP is focused on professional practice directly 
affecting the identification and conservation of heritage properties. 
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Applications for Substantial Alterations and Demolitions
11A (1) An application for a substantial alteration of a municipal heritage property shall include:

(a) drawings or photos showing the existing conditions and identifying existing materials, before the proposed 
alterations; and
(b) a written statement describing the scope of work and rationale for the proposed alterations.

(2) Upon review of the application, the Heritage Planner may require the applicant to submit such additional 
information as the Heritage Planner may require, including:

(a) detailed elevation drawings of the areas affected by the proposed alterations, identifying all proposed materials; 
and
(b) site plan, drawn to scale, showing the proposed alterations, and such plans and drawings shall be prepared by 
an appropriately qualified professional and must be scalable and clearly labelled.

Proposed Amendments to By-law H-200
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11B (1) Outside the boundaries of any Heritage Conservation District, where an application is made for:

(a) the demolition of a municipal heritage property; or
(b) the substantial alteration of a registered heritage property where the gross floor area of any proposed new 
construction exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the existing building(s) on the property,
a complete application shall include a Heritage Impact Statement in accordance with Schedule A-1.

(2) The Heritage Impact Statement shall be prepared by a Qualified Heritage Professional with knowledge of 
accepted heritage conservation standards, and experience in a field of professional practice relevant to the 
proposed work.

(3) Upon review of the Heritage Impact Statement, the Heritage Planner may require the applicant to submit such 
additional information as the Heritage Planner may deem necessary for the Heritage Impact Statement to be 
complete.

(4) The complete Heritage Impact Statement shall become part of the application.

(5) Subsection (2) comes into effect one year from the date of the approval of
By-law H-204 by the Minister.

Proposed Amendments to By-law H-200
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Revisions to HIS Requirements



Benchmarking
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At a minimum, these jurisdictions require a HIS for any development within a registered heritage property, 
and most also require a “qualified heritage conservation professional” to prepare the Statement.



Recommendation

It is recommended that the Heritage Advisory Committee recommend that Halifax Regional Council
adopt By-law H-204, amending By-law H-200, the Heritage Property By-law, as set out in Attachment B.
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