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2019 Regional Council Direction

It is recommended that the Transportation Standing Committee recommend that 
Halifax Regional Council direct the CAO to:
1. Proceed with the design and construction of streetscaping improvements for 

the segment of Spring Garden Road between South Park Street and Queen 
Street, based on the built form and traffic operational approach described as 
Option 4 in the discussion section of this report; and

2. Gather data during construction on how loading is accommodated and how 
diverted traffic impacts other streets and return to Council with further 
analysis of the impacts of a daytime transit priority corridor, including 
consideration of the feasibility of a temporary pilot project.
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How we got here
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Timelines

Accessibility 
Advisory 

Committee 
Check-in –

February 2019

Accessibility 
Advisory 

Committee 
Check-in –

February 2020

Project Kick-off –
Summer 2018 Summer 

2021

Transit 
Only 
Pilot-
June 
2022
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Accessibility Audit - 2020

• Composed of best practice recommendations from a variety of sources: 
• The Canadian Standards Association (CSA) Built Environment Standards; 
• The Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) “Clearing our Path” 

Guidelines; 
• Universal Design Best Practices (UDBP) outlined by the Rick Hansen Foundation 

Built Environment Standards. 
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Accessibility Audit - 2020

• Built environment elements assessed: 
• Accessible parking spaces 
• Pavement and sidewalk treatment 
• Intersection design 
• Street furniture and amenity space
• Transit stop detail
• Lighting
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Audit Comment
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Implementation
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Audit Comment
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Transit-only Pilot Implementation –
Timing of Implementation

• June 2021
• Be in place for a full calendar year 

• With a 6-month check-in

• 7am to 8pm 
• Allows for the improved reliability of transit, while allowing for general vehicle 

use of the street at times when transit and general traffic volumes are lower. 
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Transit-only Pilot Implementation –
Communication/Education

• As a transit-only street is a new concept for Halifax, communication 
and education will be important to complement regulatory signage 
and enforcement efforts. 

• A communications plan will be developed to increase awareness of 
the changes to drivers and residents. 
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Transit-only Pilot Implementation –
Measures of Effectiveness 

• To be considered a success, the pilot will need to improve the pedestrian 
and transit experience along the 400m corridor, with minimal negative 
impacts to the surrounding area.

• Some of the possible evaluation metrics include: 
• Pedestrian, customer, and transit rider experience on the street 
• Public and area resident feedback 
• Average transit travel time 
• Compliance review
• Business sales data
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