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CHAIRMAN ROGERS

Of Relief Commission appeals for
united action in assisting -
in the housing problem.

e

Reconstruetion forces to be with-
drawn as far as possible
from distriets south
of Cornwallis and
Jacob streets.

Large inerease for labor and ma-
terial since estimates were
made.

The following statement has been
issued by Chairman Rogers of the
Relief Commission :

The Commission made a formal
statement to the City Council in the
Spring in which it was suggested that
probably a thousand new houses
would.have to be built, but it was
added that such a programme could
not possibly be oventaken 1in one
‘season It was thought, however,
that probabdy four hundred could be
‘built and that in additjon a large num-
! ber of badly damaged houses which
' were uninhabitable could be made
ready for occupstion. I was im-

'xposs-l'l:(le then to anticipate that so |
many houses would Tequire extemsive |

repaims before they could be occupied
nor was ‘it possible to anticipate that
labour wrould be so0 scarce or ithat
‘many classes of material would be so
difficalt to obtain. Notwithstending
all these troubles we believe that our
programme can yet be very largely
overtaken before the winter closes in
upon us. The vital matter however
is the mobilization -of all .labour far
the one great probk of rghousing,
but to effect this mobilizé#tion the
united maction of property owners, con-
tractors, craftsmen and workimen of
all classes is essential. Not ouly so,
but the united semtiment, and influence
of the whole community, must be di-
rected to this one pressing problem.
The events of December 6th must not
be forgotien. 'The work of relief is
not by any means accomplished.
People’ who suffered and who are yet
without homes must have so far as
‘humanly possible comfortable houeing
for the coming winter. The Recon-
| struction Depantment has been direct-
i ed to devote its energies only to housés
swhich anre uninhabitable unless re-
paired. The efforits of all contractors
, 80 far es the Commisgion ‘can in-
fluence them, are being’also so direct-
ed. People who can occupy their
dwellings must put up with broken
plaster and non-essential repairs s0
as to relieve labour for the North BEnds
districts of the City and Dartmiouth.
Churghes, institutions, clubs, societies,
. business houses and other classes of
property owners both in Halifax and
Dantmouth are urgently requested to
desist from the employment of labour
@which should be used to relieve con-
tinuing distpess and discomfort on the
pari of victims of the disaster. Labour
| and its organizations can, we feel sury,
be depended upon ito second the efforts
of the Commidesion. Probably ninety
per cent of the housing being under-
taken is for the benefit of the crafts-
men and workmen of the city and in
our work is 4mviolved, we hope, a bet-
ther class of housing for the workmen

mission 'therefors is entitled to the

The Commission, many weeks ago,
determined that the wisest course to
foltow in order to meet the situation
as well as possible was to proceed
with the construction of a large num-
ber of dwellipgg on its own acoount
rather then to undertake to deal with
a Mke number of individual houses.
This accounts for the eomparatively
small progress on the Richmond slope.
To deal individuwally with each owner-
in th}a}:l;ooauty was found to be a
slow and tedious process amd the.
policy we have adopted was forced
upon & in the interests of the greatest
gumber. Our construction staffs are
stidl ef he opinion that if the working.
forces of the community ere directed
tp housipg and housing only there
witl be ready for occupation by the
time wevere weather: i8 wmpon us
sufficient comfortable homes po meet
the pressing cases of all former house
owners for the winter. Many of these

lg will not beroccupying their own
" homes but they will be much miore
comfortable than they now are in the
temporary houses or in other make-
ghift homes. The construction of up-
wards of three hundred hydrostone
houses will be well under way in a
woek and these along with the new
frame houses andMhe repaired hoyses
will meet the situation as well as any
one could have anticipated last
winter.

The Reconstruction forces haye been
directed to withdraw all their werk-
men as far as possible from the dis-
triet of the city south of Jacob and
GCogswell Btreets apd owners in Wards
1, 2 and 3 will haye to apply to the
Appraisal Board for edjustments agd

gttend to their own work. —Repair
jobs mow TDbeing undertaken in
that district. eomiparatjvely few in
aumber, will be completed if 4t is
necessary in order to make houses
habitable. (therwise owmers ars
aotifled that more presging work in the
North End must be first gttendsd to.
Likewise in the Notthern wards con-

sideration. of houses that are now
habitable must not be ufged upon the

"In @ few cases people who should
never have preaged their claims upon
the Commission have thmomgh nds-
undenstanding of instrucifions or other-
wise obtained assistanice in repairing
thelir properties.
Commission has under consideration
ami appropriate steps will be takem
to have the money so obtained re-

funded.
On the whole the Comimission is

well eatisfied with the gemeral at-
titude of all who have been affected
by the disaster and it appreciates the
econsideration thet has so gemerafly
been shiown towands its efforts to
meet so many difficullt problems. The
contiinued co-operation now sought
with the Commissfon is sure to be

Reconstruction Departmenit.

paired at the expemse of the Commis-
gion are being motified (that these
Hhoupes mugt be at the disposal of their
former tenamts, and unless for good
cause shiogwn at the same remtal. Relief
moneys in these gases are being ex-
pended not only for the benefit of the
owner but flor the benefit of the ten-
ants driven oat by the disaster and
these tenants and former home owners

whiose hoyses bave poi yet been re

stored miust have the fnst right to
occupy ~dwellings on which Telef
money has been spent.
mission feels that this polcy is now
being largely ~voluntarily carried out
qand that former temamts are being re-
‘gtored. In cases where it is not be-
:ﬁnlg carried out, ‘m attention: of

to it, repairs
will be discoptin ) -
. ued Or progress pay

It is due to the public to imform it

to be dome shows that the

made for the Comymission in mid-
winter were far o low. The ex-
pemmmemmmmmﬁw“
impossible then to escertmin. Then
there has been increased

and at reasonable rentals. The Com- |

“co‘operation of labour amd feels. that.
;ﬁ 'W'm a_m'._v'e “' 2 242

that a Tecent survey of the work yet |
estimates

~ The owners of houses not occupied |
by themselves which are being re-

The Com- |

Copy of City of Halifax Minutes of Halifax Relief Commission Advisory Committee provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives.
Note that these minutes were extracted from Volume 3 of the Special Committee minute books, 102-1G-3





