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RELIEF HE ADQUARTERS, 

June 21st, 1919 

The Belief Advisory Committee met t his morn i ng 

at the Relief Headquarters at 11.30 o'clock; pres~ 

ent His Worship 1:1ayor P~lrker , Aldermen Sui1d ford, 

Povver and Fi nl ay , Ci ty En gi reer, City Solicitor-

and t he Ci ty Clerk. 

F. L. Folke. 

T. S. Roger s , Chairman and 

Mayor par ker. Mr. Roger s , t he rr.a tt er whi ch 
we want to br ing before your Commi ssion t h i s 
morning i s to ar r ange a loan of $25 , 000 . 00 ; 
$17, 000 School Boar d balance on the acct f or 
Oxfor d Str eet Scho ol Repai rs , Al derman Finl ay 
was to have been here this morning, he keeps 
in touch with those mat t ers. There i s al so 
a baiance of some $ix or Seven Thousani Do1 l ,3..rs 
still due D. G. Stew'art for explo s ion rep airs to 
Ci ty Bui l dings . 

T. 8. Rogers . Mr . Mayor we have al \vays made 
it a pOint to hel p the City to pay the expl os i on 
repairs , i"{hen 'vve had funds to inves t. Recentl y 
we have had another advance from the Gover nment , 
but I've are not in a position to say whether it 
wil l meet the claims, of course the clai ms of the 
individual owners will ha.ve to be settled before 
we consider the City 1 s cl aim, but anything we 
can do towards helping the C1 ty ,t o pay explosion 
repairs we \vi1 l be glad to do , of course it will 
be charged against the City in our f i nal adjustment 
with t hem. . 

Al derman Po',ver arr ille 9 . 

Mayor Park er . Mr . POl;v er , we have come hers 
t h i s morni lli? t o a sk I:If ; Rogers for a loan of 
$25 , 000 , you are a member of t he Finance Committee , 
and we were aut horized to c ome and a sk the 
Relief Comrd ssi on . 

Al derl'Lan POil'J"er . Was tha t repor t of t he Commi ttee 
passed Thur sday ni ght? I understooi that we had 
corre to no conclusion when it was br ought up and 
was laid over for furt he r deli~eratio n • 

MayoT Parker. The report was approved by the 

Finance Committee . 
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June 2ls t , 1919 

T. S. Rogers This Committee is a delegation from 
the Finance Committee to this Commission to 
ask for to borrow sufficient mO rley ar:nounts still 
outstanding from explosion accoun ta . We a.re not 
yet in a position adju s t the City 1 s 109ses in­
cu;rred by t he Expldlsion • We must postpone the 
matter of settling lar ge cla-irt~s like the Ci ty 
of Halifax un til we have se ttled all the in­
dividual claims, this has been our policy from the 
start . 

Aldermi3.n Power . The Commis s ion has never taken 
the public into its confidence as to its policy . 

T.S . Rogers. We have never been in a position 
to Mr. Power , we are not in a pl ace where we can 
let t he newspapers in to our confidence . 

Ald.erman Power . I dont think the City should 
have to come to t his Commission and ar;k to borrow' 
money - there should be representations made to 
the Imperial Governmen t on behalf of the C1 tizens 
expecially the people of Wards Fi'iZe and Six, whom 
I have the honor to represent , they are the ones 
who suffered and by borrowing money you are in­
creasing the burden,vve should not have to borrow 
H. ,-
4P25 , 000 . 00 from the COlmni seion, the money shou11 
be given to the City to s ettle whatever claims 
are pressing. 

T. S. Rogers . Mr . Power, we should be very gl ad 
to be abl e to hand. over to the Ci ty the amoUlj t 
due in settlement of the losses it sustained, 
but the question as to the policy of the Relief 
Commission lending money to the City has been 
settled, there are two sides to ev!:;ry question 
and we must protect ourselves . We have made a~ 
appeal to the Domini on Government for fu r ther 
financial aid and I,lihen they gave us the amourn 
they informed. us that it was a final grant . 

) 
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Alderman Po~ver . 
as a f1 na1 gra.n t . 

You should not have accepted it 

T. S . Rogers T >ey~ay it is the final grant and. 
wi th that $3 , 000,000 . we have to adminis ter to 
all the claims outstanding. 

Ald3rman Powe~ . I am of the op inion that it 
was very poor policy for the Relief Commission 
to. u.cceptany final grant from t he GovGrnmen t . 

T. S .Rogers . Do you mean Mr . Power that we 
§hQuld have r~tuse.d to aCQept tte Thre~ . Million 
jjO.L lars trom lJi.e Uovernmen t , don [" you tnlnk tna t 
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would have been a bad move ? 

Alderman Pmver I wan t to be understood as not in 
favor of the Crty borrowing from t he Rel ief Comrrdssion 
we may as well faoe it now as l ater on that we 
will have to settle our accouncs wi~h the Relief 
Commission and borrowing rroney is only putting off 
our chances for a settlement . 

T.S.Rogers . If you are not satisfied 'Nj.th the 
bbrrowing of money and wai t ing for a final se ttlemen t 
we can d.o nothing elae . 

Alderman Power . I think it was poor bus iness on 
the part of the Relief COl'nmission to accept that 
last amount as a final set~lement. 

T. S . Rogers . I fe el, Hr. PoW'er that i~ was the 
only thing for us to do in view of the fao tw , 
we have a large proposi tion ahead of us and we 
must deal \vi ~h it as we see best. 

Alderman Power. I fully realize the magnitude 
of your task. ""Will the C1 ~y I s claim be reached 
with t h is last half millton ? 

T. S .Rogers . Mr . Power, you do not surely 
~hink th3.t the City's clairr. as a corporation should 
be deal~.a wi th before irHiividual claims, It would 
not be fair, at least that is the opinion of 
this Commission. 

Alderman Finlay That $25 , 000 will just about pay 
the accounts .due the School Board, for purchase of 
# 16 and 17 Market Street $1 800 ., Bloomfie l d Street 
----.,..-Hillis & Sons $3,3')0 an1 the Stewart bill 
$5 , 000 and I as one member of thi s Cornmi ttee 
want to say that this m~tter of borroTIing $25 , 000 
was approved rmd recommended. 

Aldenr.an Power. When Was it approved? 

Cl -ty -· .cl J9rl~ k- ,:\./ Itt 'tHIS approved by a maj ori ty of 
the F'lri.ance- Commi t tee . 

T. S. Rogers . If you came here to borrmv $17, 000 
and $5 ,000 for so and. so pending a final adjustment 
of the C1 ty ' s claim we. \"1'111 be gla..d to do our 
best to lend any fin~~cial aid ~e can. 

Alderman Power . If the people in the South end 
haa a dose of it like \ve had in the nor th end they 
would probably move more quickly in adjusting claims. 
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T . S . Rog~3 rs Ur . POlver , if there is any class in 
t his Oit" who h13 ve the undivided sympathy of this 
Oommissibn it is t he people of the Norht end and I 
will undertake to say t hat as far as t h is Oommi ssion 
has gone we have doneour very best . We are willing 
to loan the City $25 ,000 on Collateral until such 
time as we Ca.T1 con:e to a final adjuBtment bet\v een 
the City and t he Relief Comrr_ission . 

Alderman Po-vver . I Want to be recorded as apposed 
to the loan, that the City should assume the adclition .... 
al 1 iab i1,i ty . 

Mayor Parker . Now the matt~r of Motor Trucks 
we receive a comrtunic3.tion fro)')" Y01) some time :.-:..go 
informing us th3.t you had son!e motor trucks for -
sale . H07v many truck s haye you? 

T. S. Hogers We have nine trucks that we have 
no furt her need for and intend to conv e~t into 
cash for relief purposes . 

City Engineer . Do you intend to sell the 
t wo Wh:..te trucks that were sent to Halifax for 
Reli ef purposes, I should t 11ink nO'!1 that you 
have no use for them that they would revert : 0 
the City of Halifax 

T. S . Rogers No Mr . Doane , that is not the idea, 
they were Qonated to the City for dtspensing relief 
~~- we have been in char~e of that Department and now 
that they are not necessuy, we shall conver t t tem 
in to cash for the Fund. The t1lIUcks are considerably 
worn and we have replaced -',vorn par ts from time to 
tin.a out of our own fun:is . We have seven trucks 
e1 together Mr. Doane and ~ve will re1uce t h ese prices 
so th~t you will be only paying t ha cost of five, 
Some one in }'Jour Depar trr,en t 1!r . Doane can go 
over the matter \7 i th our Mr. Thorn e and they 
will come to a settlement as to prices . That is 
agreealbe to you all I hop e. 

Unanimously approved. 

!:b.yor P2U'ker . Anot her matter Hrl Rogers I would 
like to see sOTr.etllinl! dQne about in the North end 
is t he grading of Gottjngen- street . 

It§ ' ~&i2Ig . Th ose matters, and others Mr . Uayor 
really techliic~l POt lJ ts ano. must be ar+~ged be­
tween your Eng~neerlng D~pt ana. ours, ~ am 
not sufficiently familiar wi t h it to d~scuss i~ . 
intelligently . We have always, Hr . Doane I t lnnk 
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conforM3d wi th the C1 ty l s wishes in regard t o 
anything important , of course in the first stage 
of our work 1va had. to 10 certain things th[:,t t were 
necessary that at the tiree may not have bean accor­
cli..ng to the regulations 'J f t h e Citv , bu -c I think 
we have dOne pretty well. 

I t hi nk if t he matt ~r of streete etc ., is left 
in the hands of your 1.1r . Doane and our 1..1r . McAlw m 
for report we can be pretty sure t hat t he matt9r will be 
gi ven every a'titention . Now about l ayin g ou f the 
park , Fort Needham , live have plans made for this and 
we '!'Till suhrr:i t same to the City Engine er . 

Mayor Parker . Will you 10 anyth inr:: about the 
grading of GOttingen Street '? 

T. S . Rogers . Yes . 

AlierlLan PO'Ner Then those l1;atte.rs will be left 
1m the hands of t he Engine 3ring Depa:;:'tment of the 
C1 ty and Comrniss ion ~nd t hey wi l l submi t their 
report to 't h is Comrni t tee \vho 1lVill in turn take t he 
matter up With you . 
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