
COUNC IL CHAMBER
City Hall,

January i8th, 1918.

INVESTIGATION INTO THEFT OF LIQUOR FRDM
" CITY HALL

His worsbip the Mayor presiding.
Edwin S. Tracey, N. S. Temperance Act Inspect or, called

and sworn ••
The following report of the Inspector wa.sread:--

Halifax, T. S., January 14,1918.
To His vVol'shiptbe Mayor
Dea.r Sir,

Acoording to your request I beg to report Ii}111'1
the tbefts from time to time of intoxicating liquor from myoffi.ce and atoz-e room in tbe city. .

On August 10th, 1917, I first noticed a number
of eases containing intoxicating liquor in my store room h.ad
been opened and a quantity of liquor gone. The lock had been
nn'Locke d by a false key, the original keys I held • I notifie''<}
the Chief of police and hed a new lock put on. but still found'
that the door was being opened and liquor disappearing. I the~
reported the matter to Oontroller Taylor several times. \,,

On the nights of December 6, 7 and 8tand also
again on December 29th or 30th, my office WaS broken into ane
five cases of intoxicating liquor stolen.

Edwin S. Tracey,
N. S. _emperance Act Inspector.

INSPECTOR TRACEY
to F~ H. B LL, City Solicitor --

That report is correot?
A. Yes.
Q. Your offioe is on the second floor?
A. yes, on tb~ second floor~
('< • GOing back to the 10th of August, that was the first

trouble you had of losing any liquor?
No 11 :My first date goes baok to July. In Ju.lyth e
pLace was broken into. I was not:l.fiedof it in tbe
morning by the man in onarge of the patrol h ouse, ,I
found tbat two bolts had been pried off and some bottles
taken 0
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. CITY HALL 

His worship the Mayor presid i ng. 

Edwin S . Tr acey t N. S . T6nfperance Act Inspec t or, called 

and sworn •• 

The following report of the Inspector wa.s read:-­

Halifax, r. s. f Janua ry 14,1918. 

To His Worship the Mayor 
Dear Sir, 

Edwin S. Tracey, 
N. S. Temperance Act Inspector. 

INSPECTOR TRACEY 
to F~ H. BRLL , City Solicitor --

Q. Th at report is correct? 

A. yes. 

Q. Your office is on the second floor? 

A. yes, on th~ second floor~ 

Q. GOing baok to the 10th of August, that was the first 
trouble you had of losing any liquor? 

A. No.:My first date goes back to July. In July th e 

\. 

place was broken into. I was not:l.fied of it in tbe 
morning by tbe man in cna r ge of the patrol house. ,I 
found that two bolts ha d been pried off a nd some bottles 
taken~ 
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Q. It is neoessary for you tokeep a oertain amount of
the liquor that you seize?

A. Yes. It is sometimes three or four months ·oefore
the question is sett'led.

Q. In July wbenthe bolt waS pried off did you make a
report to anybody?

A. Yes. To the Ohief~,
Q. You did not report to the Mayor?

Q. What was done?
A. It was traced to one of the police officers and the

man W2S dismissed.

TO HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR --

Did you ever report a case to the Mayor.

TO THE OITY SOLICITOR
Q. on the 10th of August what linuor was there?
A. I cannot say the exact quantity. The plaoe had

Qontained three or four if nor five ~ large packing
cases that had been sized from the International
Clothing Companyo and some small cases and a few
·barrels.

~.
Q. That was all liquor that was held in the way you

have told, to ascertain whether it sho'tld be re-
-turned or not, pending investigation?

A. yes. Some of it should have been destroyed, but
it was not. One lot of that should h~ve been de.

-stroyed but not in the large caseso
Q. Tha most of it was there pending investigation?

Q. On the lOth of August you noticed it opened? Inthe morning?
A. I ca.nnot tell the time of day. I noticed some of

the large cases open~ The cases had been opened
and the empty straws left.

Q a you ~re sure the stuff Wf),S in the oaae the day
before?

s, yes.
Q. You. reported tha.t to the Ohief of Police?

Yes, the same day.
\

A. \
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'\

',,,-
\

-2-

Q. It i s neoessary for you tokeep a oertain amount of 
the liquor that you seize? 

A. Yes. It i s sometimes three or four r.lonths 'Defore 
the question i s satt'l ed. 

Q. In Jt1ly whenth e bolt waS pried off did you make a. 
report to anybody? 

A. Yes. To the Ohief q, 

Q. You did not report to the Mayor? 

Q. What was done? 

A. It was traced to one of the police offi cers and the 
man was dismissed. 

TO HI S WORSHIP THE MAYOR --

Did you ever rep ort a case to the Mayor. 

TO THE OITY SOLICITOR 

~ . 

Q. on the 10th of August what liauor waS there? 

A. I cannot s ay the exact quantity . Tbe plaoe had 
oontuined three or four if nor five~ laree packing 
cases that bad been seized fr om the International 
Clothing CompanY9 and some small cases and a few 
'barrels. 

Q. That was all liquor that was held in the way you 
have told, to ascertain whether it sho. ld be re­
-turned or not , pending investigation? 

A. yes. Some of it shoul d have been destroyed, but 
it was not. One lot of that shoul d have been de . 

- s troyed but not in the large oaseso 

Q. Th e most of i t was t here p ending investigation? 

Q. On the 10th of August you not iced it opened? In 
the morning? 

A. I cannot tell the time of day . I not iced some of 
the large cases open~ The cases h~d been op ened 
and the empty straws l eft . 

Q.. You are sure the stuff W9,S in the case the day 
before? 

A. yes . 

You report ed that to the Ohief of Police? 

A. Yes , the s ame day. 
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Q. you did not report that to unybouy eLae than the Chief?
A. I reported it to Oontroller Taylor, either that day or

the next.
Q. Between Controller Ta~lor and the Ohief, what did they do?

I do not know of anything being done.
lock.

I put on a new

Q. Did you tell the Ohief of police that you had put on a new
lock?

A. Yes" he knew that.
Q. Did Controller Taylor know thfl-te. new look had been Imt on?
A. I don't Itnow.

Q. A new look was put on?
Aa yes, a new lock by myself.
Q. What happened then?
A. I fOlind when I ma.de that first report that no further

question was asked about it. Then I noticed about a week
henoe that some stuff was missing.
You put a Yale lock on in the meantime?Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.
Q.
A. I

Yes. Previous to this, on August 16th, going into the
patrol house 1 found my door open.
Was the Yale look on then?

Yes. That was the second lock I had put on, I found the
door open.
Can you get duplicate keys for Yale locks?
I held both keys.
Did you make any report of this,?
Controller Taylor was present in.the patrol bous at the
time. This was in the patrol house , This all happened in
the 'patrol house; Down stairs in the store r oom ,

Q. This W8.S not taken out of your office up stairs?
A.,: No. The office does not start until the time of the

catastrophe.
/Q., Wf)rt you the only person who had the keys for this?

Q.

A.

Did, the Chtef of police or Mr. Taylor or anybody else have,
a k~jfor that look?
No.
D~d. you ask bow the door oame to be open?
ye~:.
lfhat,did you find out?

.The. man I queat tone d said they wa.nted to see how much store
room was there.
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Q. you did not report that to unybouy els6 than the Ch ief? 

A. I reported it to Oontroller Ta.ylor, either that day or 
the next. 

Q. Between Controller Ta:;lor and the Ohief, what did t hey do? 

I do n ot know of anyt hing bei ng dona. 
lock . 

I put on a new 

Q. Did you t el l the Ohief of Police that you had put on a new 
lock? 

A. yes. be knew t hat . 

Q. Di d Controller Taylor know t hR.t $ . 1l.ew l ook h8.d been put on? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. A new lock was put on? 

Ao yes, a new lock by myself. 

Q. What happened then? 

A. I foUnd when I mad e that first report that no fur ther 
questi on was asked about it. Then I noticed about a week 
hence that s ome stuff was missing. 

Q. You put a Yale lock on in the meantime? 

A. . y es. Previous to t h is t on August 16th , going into the 
patrol house I found my door open. 

Q. Was tbe Yale look on then? 

A. ye s . That wa s tbe second lock I had put on.. ! found t he 
door open. 

Q. Oan you get duplioat e keys for Yale locks? 

A. I beld both keys. 

Q. Did you make any report of this? 

A. Controller Ta.ylor was present in the patrol house at tbe 
time. This was in the patrol hOlISEl. This all happened in 
the Ilatrol house ll Dovm stairs i n the store room. 

Q. This W8.S not t aken out of your office up sta.irs? 

A. No. Th e office does n ot s t art lmtil the time of the 
oat a.strophe. 

1 
Q ~, w~r. you the only pers on who had the keys for this? 

Ai. ye~ • . / 

Q. 

A. .' 
/, 

Did, th e Ch tef of police or Mr . Taylor or anybody else have , 
a k~1 fo r that look? 

No. 

D~a , you ask bow the door came to be open? 

Y$~:. 

V/hat. did you find out? 
.' ' 

, ThEt man I questioned said they wanted to sae how much s tore 
room was there .. 
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Q Was thera any liquor there?
yes, a bale full of ale outside my door.
There were six or eight bottles of whisky
the door that had been witbdrawn from the
that back~
Did you complain to anybody about this?
Mayor to to the Board of Control about it?

,
, j"

I"pat it back.
:tn a basket by
case. I put

Q. Did you go to the

Q.. Did you brin.g the matter up before the Board of Oontrol or
the Mayor?

A. no-
Q. Rave you told us all about the liquor that Wi1.S taken from

the patrol housed own stairs?
A. Yes'll ! spoke to Contr oIler Taylor. abou-t it and said it

was only a matter of time when there would have to be a
public invest 19ation; that the liquor was there and I was
responsible for it; that it was disappearing and itmwas a
question of time when I would be oalled upon to h~va it made
good.

Q. Did you take any sters to h ve an investigation?
A. No. There was nothing touohed for a month or more. In the

meantime I had destroyed the liquor that was ordered to be
destroyed, and there was nothing left only some very cheap
stuff. Wbat disappeered after tha 1; was mostly be er ,

Q. Rave you anything else to tell about the place down stairs?
A. No.

At the time of the explosion had you any liquor stored in
your office on this floor?

A. Yes.

Q. Wbat was there?
A. Nine or ten cases
Q. That was cases of what?
A. Mostly whisky.
Q. Do you know an.ything about the quality or brands or marks?
A. Some of it was Macmurdo.
Q. Do you know 'vbether it was good or bad whisky?
A. I amnot qualified to passan opinion.
Q. It was held pending investigation.?
A. yes-. There bave been applications made for three oases

of it since.

• 
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Q Was there any liquor there? 

Q. 

Yes, a bale full of ale outside my door. 
There were six or eight bottles of whisky 
the door that ha d been withdrawn from the 
that backt 

Did you complain to anybody ab out this? 
Mayor to to the Board of Control ab out it? 

/":-1" 

I" put it back. 
in a basket by 
case. r put 

Did you go to the 

Q.. Did you bring the matter up before the Boar d of Oontrol or 
the Mayor? 

Q. Rave you told us all about the liquor that WH.S t aken from 
the patrol housed own stairs? 

A . Yes'll I spoke to Contr oller Taylor. ab out it and said it 
was only a matter of time when there would ha.ve to be a 
publ i c investigation; that the liquor was there and I WaS 
responsible for it; that it was disappearing and itmwas a 
question of time when ! would be oalled upon to have it made 
good. 

Q. Did you take any Rt eps to ha ve an inves tigation? 

A. No. There was nothing touched for a month or more. In the 
meantime I had destroyed the liquor that was ordered to be 
destr oyed , and there was nothing left oIlly some very cheap 
stuff. What disappeared after thai; was mostly beer. 

Q. Rave youanytbing else t o tell ab out the pl ace down stairs? 

At the time of the explosion had you any liquor stored in 
your office on this floor? 

A. y es. 

Q. What was there? 

A. Nine or ten cases. 

Q. That was cases of what? 

A. Mostly whisky. 

Q. Do you know an.ything about the qual ity or brandS or marks? 

A. Some of it was Macmurdo. 

Q. Do you know Yl'{hether it was good or bad whisky? 

A. I amnot qualifi ed to passan op inion. 

Q. It was held pending' investigation.? 

A.. yes ,. There have been applioations made for three oases 
of j.t since o 

Extracted from 102-1G, Investigation Into Theft of Liquor from City Hall, Special Committee Minute Books, Halifax Municipal Archives



Q. You are being sued in the Supreme Oourt t are you not?
A. Yes.
Q. Is that any of the liquor that you BIG being sued for?

Q. How many applications have you in resp~ct to that liquor?
A. One. Two cases.
Q. Where were you when the exp Loe ton occurred?
A. r was at the [arket Building.
Q. Did yeu come right oown bere?
A. ITO.

Q. When did you come to your own offioe?
A. The next day.
Q. Tben all the day of -the ith you ware not in the building?
A. I was not in lIhe building.
Q. On Friday, the morning of the 7th, you came here?
A. Yes.

~~. In hat oondition did you find your office?
A. Tte glass was partly broken in the door and ,the look bad

been turned. ~t could be opened t rough the broken glass.
Q. Was tho look d~aged?
A. No. Not the first time.
Q. The glass was broken in?
A. The glass WaS broken in.

Q. 1 suppose you noticed the other doors in the Hall?
A. Yes, the glass was broken.
Q. Did you notice that the glass WaS broken ili the Solicitorts

office?

Q. Did you notice tha.t the locks and keepers of tbe door were
broken off~.

r). Did you notice the e andition of the door of tl1a Assessor 1 s
office?

l; . You are being sued i.n th e Sl:tp reme Court, are you not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. IS that any of the liquor tha t you Rre being s ued for? 

Q. How ma.ny applications have you in resp ~ct to that liquor? 

A. One. Two cases. 

Q. V(bere were you when the explosion occurred? 

A. I was at the Mar ket Building. 

O. Did yeu come r i gh t down here? 

A. liO . 

Q. When did you come to your own office? 

A. The next day. 

Q. Then all tbe day of ·the ith you were not in the building? 

A. I was not in ~he building. 

Q. On Friday , the morning of the 7th , you came h ere? 

A. yes. 

~~ . I n bat oondition did you find your office? 

A. Tte glass was partly broken in the door and ,the lock had 
been turned. ~t could be opened t rough the broken glass. 

Q. Was tho l oc k d~aged? 

A. No. Not the first time. 

Q. The glass was broken in? 

A. The glass WaS brokon in. 

Q. I suppose you noticed t he other doors in the Hall? 

A. Yes, t he glass was broken. 

Q. Did you notice that the gl ass was broken i'U the Solicitorts 
office? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you notice that the locks and keep ers of the door were 
broken off~. 

f) . Did you notice the c ondi tion of the do or of th o Asses s or 1 s 
office? 
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Q. Tbe library doors were broken, ware they not?
!i.. Yes.
Q. Thebuilding at the time was praotically a distributing oentre

for the oity when you came down Frid8.Y morning? It was
orowded with peoplo?

A. Yes, quite a number of people.
Q. I suppose YOll know that the offices wer!, nearly all taksn over

byona 01' other of the various committsGs?
A. Mine w-s not at the time.
Q. were the others nt that ttme?
A. I noticed that the Board of Health and the Assessor's were~
Q. Did you notice that the Li brary W~lS taJren over?
A. I was not in there.
Q. You did not know that the Library was taken over as a food

distrJtbution?
did no t

A. I/notioe; that the first day.
Q. What about the Aldermen's Room?
A. I aid not notioe that. I was in ohR.rge of the poultry and

had to try to Save them&

Q. Did you notice the door ~ext to your office?
A. The door waS broken.
Q. You came down in the forenoon?
A Yes.

Q. You say the lock was turned. What no you mean by that?
A. vt an you go inside you do not have to have a key to open the

door. You turn the knob back and the door opens.
Q. All you can say is that the lock weS not destroyed?

Q. If loan pu.t my hand through the open glass B.nd turn the knob
and get in and then pull the door to again nothing has hepp-
-ensd to the lock?

A. No.

Q. Then what makes you say that the lock was turned?
11. Because I got a report in the monn tng that the door W"r.tS open.

I got a.telephone message toe ems dO\VIt.

~(

Q. Tbe library doors ware broken, were they not ? 

A. yes . 

Q. ~habuilding at the time was practioally a distributing centre 
for the oity when you came down Frid~y morning? It waS 
orowded with people? 

11 . Yes, quite a number of people. 

Q . I suppose you know that the offi,ees Wert3 nearly all taken over 
byon a or other of the var ious oommittees? 

A. Mi ne w" s not at the time. 

Q. were the others nt that time? 

A. I noticed that t he Board of Health and the Assessor's were~ 

Q. Did you noti ce that the 1i1>1'ary w~s t aken over? 

A. I was not in there. 

Q. You did not know that the LibraI' y was taken over as a food 
distrltbution? 

did not 
A. r/notioe; that the first day. 

Q. What about the Aldermen l s Room? 

A. I aid not notice that. I was i n {Jharge of the poultry and 
had to try to save them& 

Q. Did you notioe the door -:'1 ext to your office? 

A. ~he door was broken. 

Q. You c ame down in the forenoon? 

A Yes. 

Q. You say the look was turned. What no you mean by that? 

A. Wh en you go inside you do not have to have a key to open the 
door. You turn the knob back and the door opens . 

Q. All you oan say is that the lock waS not destroyed? 

Q. If loan pu.t my hand through the open glass B.nd turn the .k:nob 
and ~et in and then pull the door to again nothing has happ­
-ened to the lock? 

A. No. 

Q. Tben what makes you say that the look was turned? 

A. Beoause! got a report in the monntng the.t the door \mS open" 
I got e. telephone message to come do\vn. 
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Q. When you came down in the morning somebody told you ths.t the
door had been opened?

Q. When you got to the office th~ glass waS broken and the lock
was alright?

A. The glass was broken and the lock was alright.
Q. What did y·ou find 1niBSing?

A. I found a caae with three flasks left in. The rest he.d been
taken and another oase was gone.

Q. To whom did you report this?
A. I did not report it to anyone.
Q. You did not report it to the Mayor or to the Chief of polioe

or to the Board 0 f Contr 01?

A. Noo r made some enquiries a~d wss told that perhaps it had
been used for relief and I let it go at that.

Q. Who told you that?
A. I dont knew,

Q. Tbe Hall was orowded, was it not?

Q. Your office is a pretty well known place?
A. Yes",
Q. F~om the enquiries you mad you were told tbat it bad been tak,n

for TO lief?
A. That is what I heard.
Q. Some tim.e or other the i!ootors were in your office?
A. Not at that time.
Q. How long as it before the dootors CCtI'1& in?
A. The dootors CaP2e in I thin~ Sunday or Mon"ay.
Q. How you were told bJ someborly that what had been taken was

taken for relief, and you made no report to anybody.. Just tall
us what you did?

A. Then I had the door bORrded up by men who were working tbere~
That Wri,B in the forenoon. Then. I went away and left itg>
r WA.S not here the rest of 'the day and I am not positive that I
was bere again before Sunday. Then I got another report that
the door was broken open ~ga1n.

-'1 .. 

Q. When you came down in the morning s omebody told you ths,t the 
door h a d been opened? 

'"~ . Wh en you got to the office thQ glass .. as broken f.nd the l ook 
was alri ght? 

A. The glass was broken and the look was alright, 

Q . Wbat did you find missing? 

A. I found a OHse with three flasks left in. The rest hfl.d been 
taken and another case was gone. 

Q. To whom di e you report this? 

A. I did not r eport it to anyone . 

Q . You did not report it to the Mayor or to the Chief of police 
or to the Boa.rd o f Contr 01? 

.A . No", I m.s.de some enquiries a~d was told that perhaps it bad 
been used for relief and I let it go at that. 

Q. Wbo told you tha t? 

A. I dont Imow. 

Q. The Hall wa s orowded, waS it not? 

Q. Your office is a pretty well known p lace? 

A. Yes" 

Q. F.om the enquiries you ma(ie you were told that it bad been tak.n 
tor 1'0 l i e f ? 

A. Tha t is wh a t I heard. 

Q. Some time or other the floctors were in your offioe? 

A. Not a t that time. 

Q. How long was it before the dootors oCtrYl& in? 

A. The dootors OaP2e in I thin ~ Sund a y or Mon ay~ 

Q . How you were told b J s omeborly that wh a.t had been t aken wa.s 
t aken for relief, and you made no report to anybody. Just tell 
us what you. di d? 

A. The n I had the door bORrded up by men who were working there Q. 

That W'ri.B in the forenoon. Then I went f:l,.way and left it ,a' 
I WJ:tS not here the rest of -the day and I am not positive that I 
was bere again before Sunday . Then I got ~nother report tbat 
the door wa s broken open again . 
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Q. Who gave you this report?

."'... I don·t know. I got a. telephone message to came down , that my
door was open. I went down and found the lock smashed this
time.

Q.. were the doctors in by this time?

A.
Q. You found the lock smashed?

Yes, and a couple more' cases of liquor g~ne.
Did you make i:,ny investigE',ticn?

A.
• Did you enquire as to vmather it was taken for relief?

A. No>. Iheard no remarks at ul.L,

Q. Did you re,ort this to theOhief of Pol1.c8 or the Mayor or tha
Board of Oontrol?

A. No. I mentioned it to someone in the Hall. but I cant sa.y who~

Do you mean someone just out in the Hall? •

Alii It was someone !met!'!but I would not be postttve.

Q,. Did you men.t ion it to the DeputY-Mayor, Mr .• Colwell"'r

A. I spoke to h.im 8,fterw8.rds about it!

Q. On iJunday when you came down Mr. COlwell WC"lS in the building,
we•. he not?

-A. I would net be positive about that. I know r mentioned it
afterwaros.

Q. You say that you found the lock had been bro ken.?

A. Yes, That is the catch where the lock goes into he.d been
smasl'lad. The keeper. It showe that it had been pried open
by pressure. The door had been pried open.

Q. Then t 11 us just what you did?
A. Everyone around the Hall knew mora about it t.han I di d.

Q. fJlv. Iio you m6eu that there ware Rll sorts of rurnors?
A. They said llWbo took your liqI1or?" and like that 11 I did not

report to anyone, and 1 left it stay at that. I removed the
liquor and took it upstairs to the j~nitorfs ~partments~

Q. How long after tlw.t whsit before t:le doctors moved in there?

A. I think they came in the first of the eek~ They were clearing
up the room then.

-8-

Q. Who gave you this report? 

.fI, . • I don't know. I got a telephone message to come down, that my 
door wa s open. I went down and found the lock smashes this 
time. 

Q. were the doct ors in by this time? 

Q. You found the look smashed? 

A. Yes , and a couple mor e' oases of liquor gone. 

Q . Did you make i·ny investigf'.ticn"? 

Q. Did you enquire as to vmether it was t ft'ken for relief? 

A. NO'. Iheard D.O remarks at nll. 

Q. Did you report this to the Oh ief of .Foltcs or the Mayor or the 
Board of Oontrol? 

A. No, I mentioned it to someone in the Hall, but I cant say who ~ 

Q. Do you mea.n someone just out i n the Hall? 

All It was someon.e ! met!'! but 1: would not be POr,t ttV6 .. 

Q . Did you men.tion :tt to the Deputy -Mayor , Mr . Colwell"! 

A. I spoke to him 8.ft erwards ~.bout it, 

Q. On .... unaay IVhenyou came down- Mr. COlwell Wt1 S in the building, 
we .. h ·e not? 

-

A. I would net be positive about that. I know I menti oned it 
afte r wa.rds. 

Q. You say that you found the lock: had been bro kan.? 

A. Yes, That 1s the cat ch wh ere the lock goes into he.d been 
smasl1ad. The keeper. It showe that it 'h a.d been pried open 
by pressure~ The door had been pried open~ 
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Q. And the liquor stayed in the janitor's quar~rs after that?
A. yes.
Q. Has it remained there ever since?
A. No. I took it away.
Q. Did you he.vs sny stolen after that?
A. On the night of December 29th it was broken into again.
Q. How long previous to this had you brought it back from

the janitorTs quarters?
A. I he.d not brought it back then., This was a new supply.
A. Did you make any report about that?
A. No. I endeavored to oauoll tbe person myself and laid there.

a couple of n;ights until two or three o'olock. but they did
not return.

Q. And you made no report to the Chief of police?
A. No. I kept it quiet, That night before I left, about six

o'clock that night, Controller Taylor came into my office
and he enquired ifI had anything open and I informed him I
had not and he came behind tbe counter and looked around
at the cases and weht out, and when. I came back Monday morn-
.ing the Cases were open.

Q. I think you told us that the only information you got as to
where it was gone was the relief?

A. Tilat wasj just a joking remark.
Q. Do you know ff your own lmowledge tih. t any of this liquor was

used for relief purposes?
A. ]lo. I would not consider it fit to be used for relief

purposes.
Q. Did any of the relief people ask you for liquor?

Q. Did any person who claimed to be suffering get ~ny liquor
from yoU?

A. yes, a oouple ofbottl.es were given for the relief men who
were recovering bodies.

Q. yOU know that there was a great dearth of liquor for ge~uine
relief purposes in the city?

Q. Some men got a few bottles from you. for the Morgue?

-9-
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Q. you did not make any further enquiries yourself outside of
what you h~ve told us?

A. No. I never mentioned it to the Mayor then or,at any time.
Q. Oan you throw any light on the subject as to how this report

app eared in tbe papers?
A. No. I cannot4 I kept it fram the press because at the time

there was a report I heard and I refused to tell them. It
was a month before it got int'o the papers.. It was current
talk all over the building and outside@

Q. That is, what you want us tounderstand is that when you came
down you found the door broken and a whole crowd of people

d you think the report got into the papers through
currenttalk?

A. yes.. I was interviewed by the Mail as to the correctness
of it.

Q. You have told us all you know about it?
A. yes. I have told the facts as they exist. I cannot

charge anyone directly.

\
The Ohief of police was asked if he could give any information·

on the subject and said that all he knew about it was what he had
seen in the papers~ He did not have the key of the patrol
house from Which the liquor was taken

\

If the liquor had beenleft \
'~

in his charge he would have had the key and would hRve looked after
it. Other liquor had been left in his charge'and it is there yet.

, '.

ALDERMAN H. S. COLWELL, Deputy •.Mayor, called --
To the Oity Solicitor --

You s.re DeputY-Mayor, and in Mayor Martin's s.beence from the
City you immedia,tely took charge of ,the relief work so far as
the City w~,s ooncerned?

A. yes ,01

That continued Friday And Saturday and two or three days
afterwards, for when the Mayor returned he was suffering from
an attack of Bronchitis?

More or less for a week.
You might tell us the condition that the building was in after
the disaster?
AS far s I can remember, most of the doors on the ground
floor and.this floor were demolished, or more or less
damaged 0 They were very insecure, so far as I could see.

, .. 
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Q. What about the crowd and the oondition of the building?
A. The place w~s filled with all kinds of people.
Q. What about the offices? Where they kept under the oontrol

of the civic authorities or under different committees?
A. Diffarent committess later in the day of the 6th established

themselves wherever they could. Wherever it was suffioientl~
shelter d. They went into all the offioes. .Anyplace'
where they could get shelter~

Q. The building itself was very badly demolished?
A. It was wide open.
Q. The Boa.rd of Control was sitting pretty steadlUy down stairs.l

was it not?
A" yes. The controllers were mostly all in the buildingall day.

They ~ere there at the oa11 of the Chairman for an emergency
meeting ~t any hour~ I waS here day and night like most of
the others.

\

Q. Did you hAve any oomplaint from Mr. Tracey about anything
that waS lost?

A. No.

Q. You know that there WaS a m6t1ical relief boa:td in the building?\
A. yes.
Q. I think they had the Exhibition office for a while?
A. They had the Treasurerfs office for a while too.
Q. They had the Inspectm' I s office for a while 11 Is that c orr&ot?

Q. perhaps you can tell us whether or not the dootors were asking
for liquor for relief puposes?

A Yes. They were asking for it. They asked me and I did not
pay v~ry much attention to it at first, but Oolonel weatherbe
came to me and ·said it is absolutely necessary to have some
kind of stimulaDlt, whisky preferred~ I said alright., I will
get some for you~ I sent an order to Sullivan the Vendorand
got a small quantity and passed it over.

Q. Did you find out afterwards whether or not Sullivan was abl
to supply the demands?

A"" yes, he wa.s very shortly sold out and had nothing to sell'f)
Q. Did you find out if be got it through the express offiees?
A. He told me he could not.
Q. Do you know anything about the tbeft of liquor?

A. I mow nothing about the theft of liquor from Traceyfs of1.'1af.t
exc;ept t,hat I heard people saying Tracey's stock is gone;
and it di'dnot surprise me to know that it wa.s gone because
a~l aorts of people were coming in(>
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The members of Oouncil present were asked to give any
informatiou tbey bad in the matter, and replied as followw:--

ALDERl~ANH. E. MACNAB I have no information. I know nothing
about it exoept what I saw in the newspapers. I saw the
charges made in the HERAlD nnd MAIL and I thought it was
hardly fair to the aldermen and officials to allow the

charges to go unchallenged. Of-course my motion wa.e
not .s o much with regard to the stealing of booze as with
regard. to wbo were drunk around the bu.ilding at tha.t time •.
That is one of the most serious charges. The city offi-
-oiale and elected representatives they claim were drunk
in the building at the time when they should have been
sober and attending to the publio. The people came here
suffering from all sorts of calRmities looking for help
and they went to the officials a.nd the officials were
drunk and could not give them help. The story goes that
some of the officials ·of the o anmittees 'came over here to
confer with them and found that they were not in a fit
state to confer with anybody. That is one of the charges
that was asked to be investigated. AS to the stealing of
the liquor from Mr. Tracey's officev we can all see that
that is going tobe a hard thing to get t. we will
never get at who took it. It was taken when all thieves
take things, in the dead of night when there was no one
around to see them take it. To-day somebody handed me
something here addressed to Alderman MaoNab and signed
by nobody", !t is suggesting a few things that we might
ask Inspeotor Tracey after he is put on his oath. Some
of these things here I would hardly like to ask the
Inspeotor. I do not think it would be quite fair~ The
Inspeotor is here on his oath and I am not the examinin.g
attorney.

Alderman MaoNs.b passed the letter to the Oity
Solicitor). who stated that the questions eontra tned therein
bad already been put to Mr. Traceyo

A DERMAN R. B. COLWELL -- I know nothingRbout it. except what
I saw in the paper.

ALDERMAN F. A. GILI,IS I knew nothing about it until it came
out in the paper.

,lIJ,DERi.'\[AN E. J. KELLY -- I want the charges investigRted a.nd
proven, and if not proven retracted. The oharges
against the aldermen and offioials of the City of
Halifax. All I know about it is what I BaW in the

paper.
ALD.ER1"[AN W. G. FOLEY -- I know noth.ing about it. I W8S not in

the Hall the 6th, 7th, 8th or 9th except for a littl
while, and saw nobOdy drunk while I 'Nas herecl' I know
nothing about the liquor.
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ALDERA1AN H. L. H T -- I know nothing about it except what I
saw in the paperw I think that the aldermen and
officials have -been charged unjustly. I 88.W nobody
drunk and they were attend ing to their duttes.

ALDERt.'1AN M. DAY I know nothing ~bout it.
A DERMAN R. D. GUILDFORD --I know nothing about it, but would like

to see them exonerated.
ALDERMAN J. E. GODWIN -- .I mow nothing about it. I did not see

it in the papers.
ALDERM~~ J. S. PPJiKER -- I know nothing about it. I am a busy man

outside of the City HR.I1 and knew nothing about it.

\
Ris Worship the Mayor requested taut anyone present <,-.

who could throw any light on the subject would do so~

Mr. R. H. MURRAY asked to be allowed to put some
questions to Inspector Tracey~

INSPECTOR TRACE!
To Mr. R. H. MURRAY

Q. Was the store room ever broken into before the explosion?
A. Yes,..
Q. Did you find anyone in your store room at the time?
A. There were two persons present. I h ve said one.

The DeputY-Ohief of police was also in the building. The
door wa.S open ,

Q- • Did you h~ve any eXplanation or conversation?
Yes. I said the explanation was that they were looking
to see how much room there WaS. \

A.

Q. Did they have any right there?
A. No. I had the keys
Q.Did you have any interview with the Deputy about tbat after-

-wards?
A. I did aome time after. It might have been a month~

His Worship the Mayor informed Mr. urray that the
questions must be discon.tinued until the Deputy ..Chief we:ald be
present at a future meeting.~
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