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INVESTIGATION INTC DISAPPEARANCE OF LIQUOR
FROM CITY HALL

Council Chamber, City Hall,
February 12th,1918.

8 p. m.
Hearing resumed before His Worship the Mayor.

His Worship the Mayor explained that since the last en-
~quiry a letter had been received from the Social Service
Council asking that the case be investigated by a County
Court Judge. The answer to this request was that there
was no case to being before a judge as no specific charge
had been made., A letter,dated February 5th,1918, was re-
-ceéived from Rev. F,E, Barrett, Secretary of the Social
Service Council, containing the following statement:--

"In reference to our request for an investigation
before a County Judge of the charges made publicly
in the press ofthis City of misdemeanour on the
part of certain city officiasls, which charges seem
to have been substantiated by an investigation begun
before the Mayor, and to your reply to our communi-
-cation dated Jan. 24th ult., I am instructed to
write again to the Board of Control and say x x x x
The serious charge has already been made both in the
public press of the City and in the sworn testimony
of one of the witnesses who gave evidence at the
police investigation recently held, that on the
evening of December 6th last and on the days immed-
-iately following, which was a time of unusual exe-
-citement, distress and suffering in this City,
calling for exceptional vigilance and watchful care
on the part of the city authorities, a member of the
Board of Control and other city officials were so
intoxicated as to be incapable of efffeciently dis-
-charging their duties."

BEis Worship said that no such sworn statement as that
mentioned in Mr. Barrett's letter had been made, and
when Mr. Barrett published that he published a falsehood,

Mr. R. E. Murray, Solicitor for Inspector Tracey,
said that ‘he had no recollection of such evidence being
given,

Mr. P, H, Bell, City Solicitor, said that there
was no sucn evidence,

D, J, McLEAN, Superintendent of the Water Department,
called --

To The City Solicitor --

Qe You are connected with the Water Department?
K Yes,
Q. And your duties are partly in the City Hall and

partly in connection with the streets?

A Yes.,

o
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Q.

Qo

A,

Qo

A.
Qo

A.
Q.

A.
Qe

A.
Qe

A.

D
Were you about the City Hall on the sixth of
December?
Yes,

Tell us how much you were in the City Hall and
what you did that day?

T was in the City Hall once that day inthe
afternoon for about half an hour, I was in my
own office in the north end of the Hall on the
ground floor. In the north-west corner of the
building.

Were you on the floor where Mr. Tracey's office
is?

No. I do not know where Mr. PTracey's office is.

bDid you see anything to lead you to believe that
anyone was taking liguor?

NHothing whatever,

Do you know anything about the patrol station
below?

I know where the place is,

Do you know anything about liquor being stored,
or taken away from, there?

No.

Do you know anything at all in connection with
this investigation?

No.

EX~ALDERMAN ISNCR, called --

To
Q.

A.

To
Qe

Qe

His Worship the Mayor --

You occupied my office for a week or so after
the disaster?

Yes.

A charge has been made that there were nine
bottles of whisky used in my office during the
few days that you were there. Do you know anye
-thing about it?

There was no whisky used in your office during the
six days that I was there, to my knowl.edge. The
blanket committee had theoffice,

The City Solieitor --

The Mayor's office was taken by the blanket
committee?

Yes.
You were in'charge of it?

Yes,
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A.
Qe
A.

You were there how long? -3

From the 9th to the 1l5th.

Was there any liquor used in the office during that
time?

Not to my knowledge.
You would know?
Yes, I was there continually during the day.

Phe City Hall was pretty well given up to the
relief committee, was it not?

Except the Engjneer's and the Clerk of Works' offices.
Wasn't this floor too?

Yes.

ROBERT THEAKSTOR, City Collector, called --

To
Q.
A.
Qe

A.

Qe

A.

Qe
A.

Qo

The City Solicitor --
You are the City Collector?
Yes.

Were you about the building the day of the explosion
or afterwards?

I was there the morning of the explosion and in the
evening and then again on Saturday and from that
continuously.

Your office is on the ground floor?

Yes.

I think your office was taken by one of the committees?
My office was taken over by three of the committees.

I came there Thursday evening and Mr. MacIlreith said if
he wanted me he would let me know and I went home and
fixed up my house,

Then you were practically out of your office for how
long?

Until Saturdsy morning.
Were you about the City Hall during that period?
No.

Can you throw any light on this subject as to liquor
being extracted?

No. I went to the Inspector's office on Monday,I
think, and it was occupied by the Medical Board.

Do you know anything about it?

A. No, I do nots I did not have any of it at all,

N
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P+ Re COLPITT, City Electrieian, called --

To The City Solicitor --

Qe
4.
Qe
A.
Qe

Ao
Q.
Ao

Qe
A.
Qe
Ao
Qe
A.
Qe

Lo

e
Lo
Qo

You are City Electrician®

Yes.

You have an office on the same floor as Mr,Tracey?
Yes,

Were you about the building on the day of the exe
~plosion?

I was,

What time?

I was there about half-past nine, immediately
after the explosions I was there for probably an
hour and a half and back again about twelve
o'clock, and then was there about three in the
afternoon and at five and came back in the evens
«ing and stayed until twelve o'clocke

You were busy?

Yes, I was very busye "My system was demolished
What were you busy at?

I was trying to get the fire alarm system going,
Was your office taken over by any of the committees?
Noo

Perhaps you can tell us what offices were tzken
over by the different committees?

The library was taken over I think, I dont know by
whate

Was it taken over by the food camitiee?
The food was in the assessor's office I know,

Was there some distribubion made from the library
too?

There may have been. They were going in and oub
theres

Thet occupies the whole corridor oprosite you?
Yes.

Do you know if the Solicitor's coffice was teken
over?

Yes I fixed glight in there,
That was the T, A.D office?
I dont Iknowe

A
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Ge The comittee room end Council Chmmber were
taken over?

Le I dont know,

Qe Then the Inspector's office - The Medical Board
were there?

Ao I dont know enything about thate
Ce Were there many people coming and going?
Ae Yes, It was difficult to get into my office,

Ge Do youknow enything abt &ll as to the abstremtion
of liquor from ¥Vr. Trecey's office?

Le TNothing whetevers

Go Can you throw any light or assistance on this
subject?

Ae I know nothing at &ll, I have my own troubles.

4o Do you kmdw whether Mr. Tracey's office wes broken
into%

As I dont knmow,

A. P, MESSERVEY, Clerk of Works, called --

To the City Solicitor -~

Ge You are Clerk of Works?

Ae TYes,

Qe Your office is onthe ground floor?

A. Yes, on the ground floor, south sids.

Qe Were you here the day of the explosion?

Ae Not the day of the explosion. I was aftending to
duties at homes My hLouse was badly demaged and
some of my femily injured,

Qe When 4id you come to the ¢ity Hall?

ie I was here on Friday and succeeding days,

Qe Where were you?

As In my owm offices

(o Was your office oecempied?

Le Yes, by the Relief Committee, distributing clothiny,
GﬁCq
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. Were you in any other part eof the building?

A. Through the building generallye

Ge Were there many people in the building?

L., GQuite & number.

€s Were you on this floor?

Ao Yes,

Qs Do you know anything about Mr. Tracey's office?"%;
Ae Only the joke that wes theres |

Qe What was that?

Ae An empty bottle hung up and & card "Gone but not
Torgotten,” .

&- Do you know anything sbout liguor being taken from
there?

A. To, being strietly temperate, I know nothing sboutb
it.

§e Do you know if Tracey's door was broken in%

A+ No. '

Qe Do you know anything about the patrol ¢y¢y¢ room?
Ae I bave been in its

Qe Do you kumow anything about eny liquor being teken
from there?

Ae Toe
Qe No knowledge at &11%
L. No Imowledge at &lls

We We FOSTER, City Auditor, called,

To The @ity Solicitor --

Ge You are the City Auditor?

Ae Yes.

Qe You have gn office on the main floor?

Ao Yes,

Qe Joining the office of the Clerk of VWorks?

Yeg.

b
®

<
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Lo

Qe

ILQ

Qe

Ao

on the day of the explosion were you in your offiee?
I was in my office when it heppensds
Was your office wrecked gt 8117

Smashed up considerably and I got & blow over
the hesd that kmocked me out for & whileg

Did you stay in your office, or didyou go home?

As soon a8 I came to my senses I went home,

How long before you ceme back to your office ggein?
I came back the next morning, and went through

the Hall end sesw the stete of things and then went
homes I went all through the building,

Your own office wes occupied for relief work?

Yes.

Do you know who took that over?

I have forgotten now.

Waes it taken over by the Acting#&ayor?

I think it wes yaken over first by one comnmittee
end then changed to snother., It wes ysken over so

I could not occupy its

You went through the buildings Were there meny
people coming snd going?

The place was jammed, Everywhere, even in this
room therec were & great number of people.

Wee the building wrecked?

Badlye. Everything wes wreckede

Whet about the doors?

They were ell twisted off their hingess

Did you heppern to nctice the Liquor Inspector’s
door?

No, I cant say that I dide¢ In fect, I dont know
where the Inspector's office is, but I presume it
is where the License Inspector had his offices

I was never in 1%,

Do you know anything about liquor being teken
from there?

No, I dont kmow enything ebout where liguor is
gtored,
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Qe

As

Geo

Je

-8-

Did you hear or see any person take liguor
or know of any liquor being teken from thet
office or any part of this building?

No, I 4id not see anythings In faet, I
was not here long enough to see eny such
thing at &ll becesuse I wes very much worried
over other thingss

Your office was cceupied for a considerghle
time?

Yeso I gotto work the morning that there was
& meeting of the Board of Control hel@ -
I think Mondey or Tuesdaye

J. HOPEWELL, City Treasurer, celled.

To The City Solicitor --

Ge
A.
Qe
Le
Qe
Le
Qo
Ao

Ao
Qe
Ae
Qo

Qe

Qo

Ceo
L

You are City Treasurer?

Yese

You have an office on the ground floor?

Yese

Adjoining the Mayor's end Collecta 'e offices?
Yes. |

Were you here the day of the explosion?

I was here in the morning when the explosion
Yook plece.

In your own office?

Yes,

Was your office damaged?

Yes,

How long did you stay after the explosion?
Probably for half an hours Then I went home,
Was your office tgken over by any cormittees?
Tt wee uced a8 e restaurant,

Were there any spirituous liguors served in
your restaurant?

Teg and coffee and bread end hame
Nothing more spirituel then that?

Nothing that I sawe
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Go Do you kmow anything of what went on on this
floor?

A. No. I was on this floor only once to see Miss
Hunter in conneetion with the pay list of the
Works Departmenta

Qe Where was she?

As In this roonm.

Qe Do you know anything of the liquor being taken
from Tracey's office?

Ae I Imow nothing of my own knowledgee

P, J. McMANUS, City Assessor, called -«
To The CitySoclicitor -~

Qe You are (City Assessor?

A. Yes.

Q. You have an office on this floor?
A, Yer, Two offices.

Qe Opposite the ity Electrician?

A. Yes., TWo rocmse |

Qe Were you here the day of the explesion?
A. Yes.,

Qe The time of the explosion?

A, TYes.

Qo Was your office wrecked?

A. Pertly. One window broken and theceiling down
and one door blown off,

Q. How long did you stay after the explosion?

A, I stayed for about an houre

Qo Was your office taken over by the Relief Committee?
A, Yes, by the Pood Department.

Qo How long did that continue?

A. Por nearly three wecks,

Qs While that continued were you sble to carry on yeur
own worky

IL. Koo

] %
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Qe Were you in gbout the building?

4. I was working in the Food Department myself,

Qe Your office ison the same floor as lir. Tracey¥s?
Lie Yese

Qe Do youkmow anything gbout Mr. Tracey's office?
Were the doors along this floor generally smashed?®

Le I did not notice his office particulerly until it

wes occupied by some of the outeide commitiecs,

e Do you know anything ebout srny liguor being stored
there end taken from it¢%

Le Not to my knowledge.

Qe You did not see any liguor being teken from there

or kunow anything gbout it?
Se Woe
Qs Can you throw any light on this investigation?

Lo None at aug

L. P, MONAGHAN, City Clerk, called -=-
Re HE, Murray, Solicitor for Mr. Tracey,

asked that witness be placed on their oathe.

The City Solicitor sdaid thet witnesses

could be heard under oath only on eny

metter connected with the Pplice Departments

His Worship the Mayor ssid that the merbers
of the Police Forse will be put on oathe

To The Qity Solicitor -~-

Ge You gre City Clerk?

Ae Yesy

Qe Your office is on the ground floor?

Ao Yese

Qe On the front of the building?

Ao On the south side.

Qe Where were you on the day of the explosion?
ie I wae here ghout helf past nines

Ce Was that after or before the explosion?

Lo After,

Qe When you ceme to the office in what condition did

you find the office?

-

A / i
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Ae The door was off the hinges, lying across the
doorways The windows were oubts, My office was
very mucn like the rest of the building -=
bedly wreckeés

Le¢ Wes there anyone in your office when you ceame?

Le Noe

Qo Were you able to go to work?

Le Noe

Q. Were any of your staff there -- your stenoge
~raphers?

A+ One of my stenographers ceme with me,

€e The Assistant (Clerk was not there?

iie Noe

Qe How long were you in the office?

Ae I went arouné the building to see if anyboly
wes hurt or if there was anobody around here
ané I hed not been here very long when the Deputy
Mayor came slong, I dont know where I met the
Deputy Mayors I think it wes up heres

Qe Wes your’office teken over by any of the relief
cormittees?

Le Yes,
Qe Which one?
A. The registrations

Q. How long after the explosion was it before your
office wes rtekeh over?

Le I dont know whether it was that afternoon or the
next mornings

Q. After it was taken over were you able to carry on
your work?

Ao Nos

Qo How long did thet continue -- your office in
charge of the Registration Committee?

Le It must have been about & fortnight,

Qe During that time were you able to continue your
work at ell?

Qe In what condition wes the building then?

i+ Generally wrecked,

50
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Ae
G

i’\;.

Qo
Ls

Glass broken everywhere, Doore off hingese
Windows oute.

Were there many people coming end going in
the building?

Not until the meeting, ebout eleven o'clock
on the dey of the explosions

Phere was & public meeting here, wes there not?
Yese

And they begen asdministering relief from this
building?

Yes, the cormittee started work heres

After that were there many coming and going?
Yess The crowd was getting larger all the
time for days. The crowds were growing instead
of lessening day after days We had to have
police in the hall keeping them to the right
end to the left,

Would that be true of both floors?

Yes,

You say you went around the different officess
Speaking generglly, what condition were the
offices in%

The windows were ouft. A number of doors off
the hingess Fastenings of doors were broken,

Did you happen to notice the condition of Mr,
Tracey's office?

I dont remember the condition of it, bubt I
wee in there the morning of the explosion as

I wes dn every other offices The door was
opéen thet morning when I went ing

About what time would thet be?

I think it must have been after the Teputye
Meyor, the Chief of Police and I came back
after consulting the Militery authorities,

Were the Deputy Mayor and the Chief with you
when you went into that office?

Noe
You say the door was open when you went in?
Yes.

Did you notice whether the glass wae out or the
lock brcken¢?

Noe
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Qo

Lo

Ge

As
A

i‘\‘a-’
Qe
Le

Qe

A,

Qo

Ae

Ao

Ae

18-

Did you see any liguor in Mr. Tracey's office
when you went in?

I saw some packages there,

Do you kmow anything about its being teken by
anyone<?

Noe

Do you know of anybody abstracting eny liquor
from thet office?

No.
How long before the ledicel staff went in there?

The first of the week some time, I dont recolleet
that Mr. Tracey'so office was teken over for some
two, three or four days after the explosion?

Do you know whether it was open during thet periocd
or not?

I done remember, I have a distinct recolleection
of being in there the first forenoon. It was open
then,

And you sgy you sew some packeges which contained
liquor®

I presume they were whisky cases or something
likethet .

Do you kmow anything more sbout them than Fust
ceeing them there?

Hoo

You were aboutthe building for the next fortnight,
riore or less?

I was here all the time., I did not leave for
four days after the disester, except about three
hours the firet day.

Do you know anything ebout ligquor being teken from
Inspector Trecey'e office?

Noo. I remember passing there one night end I saw
his office open and I looked in and saw that there
was nothing there, I hed heard stories that it had
all been taken by someone; but Vr. Tracey said in
his evidencethe other day that he had taken it up
steirss

Do you know whether the ledical people were asking
for liquor?

Mr, Sulliven ceme to me and said he was locoking
for Nr. Tracey to get some released or something.

You dont know whether the doctors were meking
enguiries gbout it<%

I heard the man who wee running the médical stores
go to Captain Kinley end he said he could nct get
eny from the vendor. Csaptain Kinley ssid he had
none. e 5
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Qe That is all you Imow about it? Is there anye
~thing else you cen tell thet will throw any
light on this investigetion?

j.. NO.

TO INSPECTOR TRACEY -~

Ge Whet was it you seid about Sulliven ftalking
about releceing supplies?

A, He gaid he was out of supplies, or something o
that kind,

Mce Fo HALL, Manager,Provincial Bxuibition e« called -«

To The City Solicitor -

Qe You are Manager of the Exhibition Comission?
.':.;;. Ye S L
Qe You have an office on the ground floor opuposite
g PE
thet of the Board of Vorks?
AO Yes °
Qe Were you in your office the day of the explosion?
/-

Lo No, not in the ity Hall,

Qo Where were you at the time of the explosion?

Ae In my office at the Exhibition Groundse

(ATY I believe you were seriously hurt?

Le Emough to keep me in my house for some weekss

Ge You were not in the building afterwsrds?

A, They tell me I was here the next day, but I have
no knowledge of it. (Nothirng in ¥r. Tracey's

office had anything to dd with it) I wes not here
until the morning of the 21st Decembers

CONTROLLER J. J. HINES, called -

To The City Solicitor, -

Qe You are one of the controllers of the Gity?
Lo Yes.

Qe On the day of the explosion, you were wheref

Ao Right after the explosion I started for the north
end of the city to assist the Fire Departments

Ge Where were you &t the time of the explosion?
%

L. In front of the Hersalf office. I made right for
the north end of the city. I stayed there during
the forenoon superintending until-after the alerm _
went in for the second explosion. Immediately Cofi™ )
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Ce
Ao

Qe

Qo

A,
Qe

fLe

Ae

Ge
4.

A
Qo
Ao

-15-.

after that I came to the City Hell

About what time éid you come to the City
Eall?

I think about half past elevens
Was there s public meeting?

Nos No one except the Bepubly-layor and

the Governor, I told the Governor and the
Tepuly-Mayor thaet it wes urgent to get
essistence at once and T went to Colonel
Thompson'e office tc get sssistance, I wease
not back here ultil late in the afternocen,
ebout five o'clock, when I came to meet the
firemen from Truros

What part of the (ity Hall were you in?%

In the City Clerk's office and Mr. Johnston's
gffice,

Were you on this floor &t 2117
Not that daye

You did not see the Inspector's office that
day? ' ,

I did note

After that, the next two or three days, will
vow tell uwe what you d4id?

I wes here pretty regularly day and night
until the 10th,

Were there meetings?

Saturday I think was the first sessiong It
was practically a continuous sessions

Where were the meetings held?

The first I think in Mr. Theakston's offices
The other meetings in the ALudiftor's office.

I was here practically ell night right
straight along. The resson for my being here
was that the head of the Department was gone
end I had to teke the Chief's place until a
new Chief wes eppointed,

You are hesd of the Fire Department. L numbexr
of your men were killed and you busied youre
-celf in Fire Department matters?

Yese
Were you onthis floor st all?

The first time I wes here I ceme to & publie

meeting end wes asgked by liss Hunter to help

her out in the work she wee underteking end I
came to offer the assistance of the firemen,

end went back agains



Extracted from 102-1G, Investigation Into Theft of Liquor from City Hall, Special Committee Minute Books, Halifax Municipal Archives

Qe

Qo

Do you know anything gbout liguor being in the
Inspector's officse?

I wes in & few days before the explosion ené I asked
the Ipesvectorif he had any good sbtock on hends I
acsked this becsuse I am Superintendent of the City
Home end we needed some stimulents. IHe seid he

hed nothing worth anything, I said "If you get
enything let Mr. OYBryen know" end he said he would

Do you know anything about eny liquor being there
et the time of the explesion, or afferwards. or being
teken from there?t

Only what I saw in the presss I T heve no knowe
~ledge of any liguor being teken from Nr. Tracey's
office by anybody.

CONTRCLLER A. J. FINLLY, calle@ -~

To The City Solicitor --

Qe
L
Qe
he
Geo
A
Qo
Ao
Qo
Ao

Qe

foo

You are one of the controllers?

Yes.

Where were you the day of the explosion?
At the (City Hall and Home,

At the time of the explosion?

Home,

You csme to the City Hall pretty soon?

I 4id not come here until after dinmers
What condition wes the Hell in?®

In the condition of most buildings - more or
less wreckeds

Were there many pecple here when you got here?
Noe I was here early. I was at a meeting.
Many people during the afternoon?
Oh s yeSQ
What did you do when you came here?
We had @ public meeting in the City Collector's
office. I attended thats I wes appointed to
the transrortation conmittees
Where was the office of that committee?
/e did not have an office, Ve adjourned immediately
tc the Treasurer's office and then we had a meeting

of the Transportation Cormittee. Alderman Gillis
was Chairmen and there were lr, W, A. Black and myself,

Lt ™

e

€O
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Qo

Ao

Qe

Ao
Qe

Le

Ao
Qe

Ao

To
Qe

Le

Qe

A

Qe

~17 -

What meetings were there of the Boaré of Confrol?

I think the first.meeting wes lMondeyo All the
Ccontrollers were gbout the building on the Jjobe

Would it be right tosay that the Board of Control
wes practically in continuous session?

I would cogsider that they were in conbtinuous
session efter the firet two or three deys. After
thet firet meeting we considered thet we wouléd be
in session continuvously end at the call of the
Cheire

Were you ontthis floor?

Yes,

Did you notice the doors and windows on this
flooxr?

No, I am not wery strong on doors, I was all
over the buildings

To you know anything esbout Mr. Tracey's office
more then any other office in the builéding?

Not at 2ll,

Bo you know anything about eny liguor being there
or teken from there?

NHot at all from personal knowledge,

Mr. R. H. mray Lo

You were here during the disaster?

Not just at the time of {the explosions
I waes on duty et this Hall after noon of the firs
daYo

Had you an interview with eny Navael gentlemam
during that time?

Oh, that would be the next week, We had two men
from the Navy at & session of the Board of Cone
~trols

Lid you ever notice Controller Tgylor's condition
at any of these times?

Y do not knew that I cen answer that guestione

Did you ever notice thaet he was under the influe
~ence of liguor at any time?

That ie & herd thing to says One may be of this
opinion or that opinion, but it is pretty bard

to know if & man wee under the influence of liguor,
I might do & men an injustice.

What is your opinion?

Po give my opinion might be doing & men en injuse
~tice. A men mey be excited. He mey have been
working herd end probably would not be in that
normel condition that he would be otherwise, (;&
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Apert from thet, you heve en ides when a man is
under the influence of liguor, dont you?

Do you mean & men staggering?
Not quite steady on his feet?

I cant say thagk. It is & pretty hardé thing for
you to expect me to segy as Lo whelher he was under
the infiuence of liguor.

What is your opinion?

In giving that opinion I might do & person am
injustice, which I have no right to do. I have a
right to keep thet opinion to myself,

You think that your opinion would do him an ine
~justice?

T think if T did not express ny opinion I would feel
better nyself. I will put it that waye Thetever
you are driving et, there is no doubt you knmow it,
end I know that it hes emanated from the press,

¥ell now, the press heve chearged Controllers and
Aldermen end &ll the rest of us, If they would neme
a person then we coulé heve e&n investigstion under
oath,

Then it is & metter of loyelty om your part to the
Controller?

I think it is not a fair question.

Did you find NMr. Teylor a little more excited
then the rest? Didn'% you get the impression
that he wes under the influence of liguor?

I would not say that. I might be doing & man au
injury.

Heve you ever had occasion to corplein sbout the
administration of the liguor problem in the city
of the impspection problem?

I dont know.

Have you hed occasion to eomplain yourself persone
~glly ebout the enforcement of the law?

I think I did at a meeting of the Boaré of Controle

Were there any specisl cases compelling you to d@o
that?

I would be led to that through the press
Was that the only thing?
I think soe I think on & couple of occasions at the

Boerd of Control I expressed myself thet the police
should be more energetic, but that was publie.

To the City Solicitor -

Qo

Wes Controller Taylor attending meetings of the Board

4¢f Control®

R,

cX)
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L Yes, he was in asnd out.
» Ge He has charge of the Police Department, has he
’ not%
Lo Yes.

€ Do you know whether or not he wes gttending to
police work end relief work?

A+ Yes, he 4id well, In the days of the big rush
Taylor did his share of the work.

CONTROLLER J. T, MUKPHY, ceglled --
To PThe City Solicitor =--

Qe You sre one of the controllers?
Ae Y@8,
Qe On the dgy of the explesion where were you?

Ae At the time of the explosion I wes at ny home
on Bruhswick Street,

Go Your own house wes damaged?
A.  Pretty bedly.

Qs How long after the explosion did you come to the
City Hall%

Ao itbout twelve o'clock.

e You were occupied I suppose up to that time
ip fixing wp your own home?

Lo No, I wasoceupied in helping to dress the
injured at Dr. Chisholm®s and Dr. Thomas',
at the Convent and the Deaf end Dumb Institution,

Qe Then you ceme to the Halkl?
Le Yes.
Qe What was going on?

As Nothing much &t the time. There were very few in
the ¢ity Bell. I do not kmow thet I cer call up
the surroundings when I came here, I do not,
know thet there is perhaps any individuel who
had more personsl demands on his time from the
outset than I had both at the time I reached the
City Hall end after I arrived here, and for that
reason early circumstences mre not very clesr
to ny minds I was here continuously the whole
of theat night and I think for four or five dgys
efterwards, For twoor three nights I slept in
the City Hell, I think thet in & general way I
was more ground the building then the average
individuel < becguse I wes asdisting in
streightening out several little departments that
were beginning,

K K
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Qe Perhaps you can tell us what offices were taken over
by different cormitteecs? The Mayor's office?

ie I think the Mayor's office was so cold thet it was

diffieult to vtilize it. The little office off the
 layor's office where the Board's stenggrarher is

wes ubtilized for the distribution of blankets. The
Trecsurer's office gt first wes given to Mrs.Fielding
who wes to teke cherge of the arrivel snd “distribue
~tion of nurses end other medicel help, Thet wes the
beginning of the works The City Treasurer’'s office
wes found to be too small to acconmeodate her and
they were afterwerds moved to an office upstairse
The Treasurer's office was then utilized for the pre-
~pering of little light lunches for those who were
tnable to go oute

Co Did you get enything there?

Ae I think on one or two occagsions I had a cup of
coffee and sandwichess

Qe You saw nothing stronger there?

e  No,

@ The City Collector's office?

Lo The Emergency Shelter end Transportatione

Ge Then the next office?

Le The (City Clerk's office was the information buresu.
G- The Stipendiary Magistrste's office?

A, I dont Xmow whet thet wes utilized fors The
doctors were put,in the next office,

€e The Exhibition Cormission office?
Le It was opened as a Fuel Depertment,
Qe The Auditor's office?

Ae  'Mhe Auditor's office was used a8 an
Executive office,

e The Clerk of Works' office?

Ae Orders were issued from there for specicl
emergency reguirerents -~ CLothing and things of
thet kind,

Ge The office in the northe-west corner -~ the
plumbing office?

Le We put there a lot of materials, such e s tar paper,
It wes usedvery largely es a store roome

Qe The Library®

A Phe Library wes utilized for putting in cases of
food where they were opened and brought inte the
ispessorts office. The inner office of the jssessor
was used largely for preparing end in the euter
office the people were received and their orders fill~
-.eé{@

X 7
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Q The Eleetrician's office?
ie The Electrician's office was not ubilized,
e The Board of Health?

Le I do not kmow if the Board of Health wes
specially utilized.,

(e Then the Solicitor's office?

Ae The Solicitor's office was used by the Medical
Lepartmernt when they took this little outer office
for the general preparation of medicines ¢nd the
otter for stencgrarherss

& The Inspector’s office?

Lue The Inspector's office opposite the City Solicitorts
ves not utiiized for the first few dayse I had
occasion to go into the Inspector s office. The
blanket and bed department was moved upstairs and
wes 8till in charge of Lieubenent Isnors I hoppened
to heve o sreelll order for blerkets end pattresses
to be galled for leter in the day end I was looking
for & plece to safely store them end in locking down
tre hell I thought thet lir. Tracey's offige would he
a8 goold & plauce as any te put them,

Qo What day would that be?t
Lo Probably the second days

Qo Had you noticed the condition o the door in
Pracey's officae?

A There was no lock on the édoor.

Go could you tell whether it hed been blown off?

Ao I only know thel I could not lock the door,
e Do you know about the gless in the door?

Le I dont think the glase was in, but I think thet
rert of it wee encloged In some way by tar peper
or something, There was mol an open view into the
rooms Tue lock was gone &nd there was no way of
locking ite

Ce Did you get in?

Ae Yes.e

Qe What did you see there?

Le I happened to look uc end see this bottle X X X
end this dnecription -- "Goue bul not fergottens”
It wes erpty.

Ce Were there any cases lying sbout?

&, Nos I put the mattress insides

{ O
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