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COUNCIL CHAMBER
City Hall, July 11th,1918,

The Board of Control held an investiga=
-tion into the disappearance of liquor from
the office of Inspector Tracey in the (ity Hell,
on Tuesday, July 9the The Deputy-Mayor presiding,

The following statements were heard;--

W

—PHOMAS LYNCH -~ Caretaker City Hall e
To Controller Finlay e=-

Qe

Ae

Qe
A

Qe

Qo

Ao
Qe

Ao

What time do you close the doors of the Qity
Hall at night; leading from Argyle Street and
the Parade?

Anywhere from 7,00 t0 7.30s
Bvery night?
Yése

Liocked?

Yes.

They are locked every night except when there is
& meeting? ‘

Yes.

On Tuesday night last when did you make your last
rounds of the building?

I came up the centre stairs at twenty minutes
after cleven,

Did younotice any of the doors open then?
Noe

Could you say that the Inspector's door weas
closed then?

Yess

Were there any workmen here?

Noe. They go at nine o'clock.

Did you try Mr. Tracey's door?

Noe

Did you find it open in the morning?

Y
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Ae The plasterers found it open in the morning.
To The Deputy-layor ==
Qe How do the plesterers get in in the morning?
As They come in through the Police Station.
Qe Whet time do you open up?
A Ten minutes to seven or seven o'clock,
Qe Who was down stairs first, you or the workmen?
A. I met the plasterérs coming up on the first

landing and I bid them good morning. I was
going down the side steirs. I usually go to
the lower offices and clean themfirst -- the
police offices., This man t0ld me when I came
up that he thought I had been in there clean.
-ing and had left it open. Since the exploe
-8ion, if any of the officials come in to do
sny work if they dont slam the doors they
wont close, You can get out, but you cent
get ine, They come in through the Police
Stations The Library has not been open
gince the explosion,

Qo Do you know of any official working here in
the Hall on Tuesday night?

A Noo

To Controller Finlay =~

Qo You said that at eleven o'clock it was closed?
Ae Yes.

Tc Controiler Taylor --

Qe Did you ever find that door open before?
A Noes I never found it opens

Qe Did you ever hear of its being open?

As Yes, Three weeks ago I was sweeping the

Gouncil Chember and the Secretary of the
Board of Health, Mr. Watters, said to me

"Pracey has gone gway znd left his door
opens” I went out in the hall, and Officer
Mulroney wes welking up and down minding
the place, ®hat was twelve o¥clock in the
daye

e You do not know whether Mr. Tracey was in
the building?

Ao Noe The door was open,

(N



Extracted from 102-1G, Investigation ;Into Theft of Liquor from City Hall, Special Committee Minute Books, Halifax Municipal Archives

Ny 1] 15

ARTHUR PETTIPAS, AsstsSecretary Board of Health --

|

|

| |
| |
|

To Controller Murphy e-

Qe ALpout ten days ago the door was opens
Mre Roos: of the Acsdian Recorder was thers.

‘ v I think it was in the morninge The (City

} ‘ Solicitor came along & few minutes afters

I ! I said to Mukromsy "You had better stay
: | here or there may be some trouble™ and he

stayed there and then Mr. Tracey came up

A ‘ and I said "Your door wes open again" ana
1 ! he said "I could not havequite closed its
f | The catch is bad , end when I pulled it to
| it did not fasten.”™ I think he remarked
; ‘ et thet time that thet was not the first time

the door had not lockeds

; —PHOMAS IYNCH -- reé~called --

% To Controller Taylor -

Qe Tas the fenlight in good condition?

Ae No, the fanlight was broken in Tracey's doors
It was fixed yesterday afternoons The glass

was all out and has been since the explosions
There wac & piece of blind theree

To Controller Finlay ==
Qo Were any of the other trsnsoms out?

5 | Ae They were all out. I believe the contract
only covers the outside of the buildings

f | JOHN J. MUIRONBY -e

Td gontroller Finlay -=-

| Qe What do you know about the door?
? A Mr. Roes and T were talking and Mr. Rose

; v said "Wouldn't I like to get in there",

5 ; end he took the handle of the door and went

| ine He discovered that the door was open.
Qe Thet would be about what time?

During office hours,

FoN)

To The Deputy-llayor «-

Qs You stood there®

’ Ao Ee said "Let us try to close it" and I said
"No, you leave that to me and I will look
after this door, just to show this fellow"
and I went to e the Yphone snd rang up

the CQhief of Police and he told me to stay
there until further orders snd I stayed

| | there for an houre I closed the door

5 and ceme down stairs, Then I saw Tracey

f go up steirs end I ran up. The Recorder

| .
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wes there. I said to Tracey "Your door was open,"
He seid "How did that opeh?"

To Controller Murphy?

Q Is thet all the conversation that pasced
between IMr. Tracey and yourself?

Ao I said "Your door is open, do you know thatev
He said "Go on" and I said "It was open and
I closed ite" :

To Controller Pinlay?

Q. - You closed it?

Ao Yos, I closed it, and I said "See if anything
is missing.” That would be yesterday forte
~night ®

To The Deputy- Mayor «-

Q. Did you ever on any cther occasion find the
door open?

Ae Noe
Mrs Mulroney gsked to be permitted to make
a statement in regard to slleged sesrching
of his stores by Mr. Traceys

(Not a2llowed).

EDWIN S, TRACEY -~
To The DeputysMayor --

Qo ¢an you explain this matter as it stands at
the present time?

Aa I did not discover thet my office had been
tampered with until about hadf-past three
yesterdey. In the morning I did not come
direct to the office., I went down town first,
Then I attended the Court session, and went
upstairs about twelve o'clocks I opened the
-door and got some papers out of my desk,and
rushed down to Mr, Murray's office and %hen
went to dinner. After dinner when I went to
‘the office and sat down to write I saw the
veliges gone, I found thsk four newvel ises
that I had seized at the depot some time pre-
=viously -~ stuff that had been brought in
from Montreal - were gone. Thet would be
twenty gallons. One valise was left, It had
no handle to carry it by. There were two
cases of Xing George Scotch Whisky gone.

That was & case pending destruction. I am
not guite sure that there is not a ting of
over prcof rum gone, that was lying arounds
I then saw the Jan itor and he said thatthe
door had been wide open at seven o'clock in
the morning. He said that the door had been
found open by the mesons or workmen on tha&
floor et seven o'clock in the morning.

1"
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iy?@ﬁgigs IYNCH =~ recalled -«

To Controller Murphy e

Qe To whom did yom report the fact that the door
was opeéene

A. I was ordered to report to you, but the first
time I saw you was about half-past three
yesterday afternoon.

Mre TRACEY -~ continuing =~

The Janitor said he closed the door, not
thinking there was anything wrong any more
than the door being open. Justas I wes
leaving the Janitor was sweeping the hall
and he ceme in with the dust pen in his

hand and asked if there was anything misse
~ing and then he told me the particulars of
the door being found open in the morning.
Then I told lr. Kennedy, The Chief wes not
ine.

To Controller Murphy ==
Qe Do you mow where the newspaper got the

impression that when you approached the
City Detective he was flurried?

Ao I saw the newspaper article. Nr. Kemnnedy
end I spoke sbout it this morning.

Qo Who was present when you interviewed the
Detective?

A There was no one presente

Qe Then necessarily anything thet psssed bee

-tween you and Keunedy either one of you
would have had to convey the impression?

Aa Exsctly. Mre. Ross was the first man who
hed it. He came to me and I gave him
particulars,

To The Deputy-Mayor --

Qe When anything &ike that happens in the Hakl
to whom do you think the report should be
mede -- to the newspapers or to the persons
who are representing the citizens? Dont you

think the report should have been msde to
the Board of Control the first thing this
morning?

Ao I reported to the Chief of Police last nighte

T always keep my door locked, I never use
the little catch thatallows the latch to go
in and out. ILast surmer I used to leave it
open so anyone could comé in or out whem I

was there, but on one occasion I went away

and left it open end since then I never use
it. My door is locked whether I am in the

office or not, .

16X
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To Controller Murphy o=

Q. That was not the casc when I went in your
office thismorning?

A The door was ajer when you came in this morne
-ing. Sometimes I leave it sjar when I am
theres, The little catch that releases the
lock is never pressed back by mes, I slwayse
make g point of trying the dcor when I leave.
I came back one forenoon when the Council wss
in seesion =nd Ir. ulroney met me® snd said the
door was open. Mr. Ross also said it wes opens
I seid that I hed left it locked, and I found
that the thumb latch had been movedy I accounte
~ed for that as I thought et the time that some-
-body coming out might have slipped up this
little catch and of-course when I went out and
closed the door it was not lockeds I laid no
blame to anybody for that. S4ince thaet time
I always try the door. I left at ten o'clock
Tuesdey night and I shook the door two or three

times before I left, I did not go back
after ten o¥clock, znd could not say what transe
~pireds,

Qe Did you confer with the plasterer or meson who

found the door open?

Ae T did with one man, but he was not the men who
reported to the Jenitore

FRAK HANRAHAN, Chief of Police, called -~

The first I heard of the place heing entered
was when I saw it in the paper this morninge
The valises would weigh I shtould say about

75 1bs., each. The weight I should say would
be about 400 lba,

To Controller Murphy --

Qo Did you heve any impression that the room
was entered througzh the transom?

Ae My theory would be that it went through the door
because it is s six-light transom. Part of the
sash is left and if a man entered by the tran-
-som he would naturel 1y pull that away because
he would have to turn on that transom, He
could not go down head firste He could not turn
with this sharp edge,

To CONTROLLER TAYLOR --

Qu What is Pour theory about the doerbeing open on
& previous occasion?

o]

A, It might have been turned inside by someonse
coming out that morning. They might have
glipped the catch coming outbs

K31
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Qe

As

Closing the door you would not leave it open
yourself?

Closing the door I would naturally think it

was locked,

To CONTROLLER MYRPHY e

Q.
Ao
Qe

A

(==
o]

Qe

Ao

Qe
A
Qe
A

Qe

Ao

Did you have the transom hoarded?

Yes, yesterdaye

It did not suggest itself to you since the
gxylosion that it might be well to have that
one?

Nos

CONTROLLER TAYLOR -~

Do you want the impression to go out that
someon® got in there in the middle of the day
and opened thet door?

Noe My door does not open with the knob
turning, You have to turn the Yale lock
a8 welle 1In doing that someone may have
8lipped the 1little latch, hot knowing the
mechanism of the lock,

Would that be yourself?
Noe
Did you miss anything that day?

I think there was one bottle missing from the
drewer, but I would not be positive of that,

You would not yourself go out in a hurry and
leave it open?

No, The only wey in which I could account
for it was that it might be somebody going
out lifted the latchse Ever since I try
the door every time,

HORACE XENNEDY, Detective, called --

I camnot throw any light on the questions
The matter was reported to me yesterday at
four o'clock by Mr. Tracey. He €aid the
office haed been entered snd a quantity of
liquor stolen. I questioned him as to when
he was last in his officee He said about
ten ofclock the night before, I asked him
if he was sure he locked the door and he
said yes, he was positive, and he said the
Janitor had told him s short time before
that the workmen had found the door open
that morninge I went up with him snd exame
~ined the door and I saw that the transom had
been broken out and a ladder there were anye
-on® in my opinion could have gohe in
through the transome. I then gquestioned the

e
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worlmen and the Janitor, and the plasterer
Mr. Hodgscn said he had foundthe door open
yesterday morning at seven o'clock with
the lock catch backs I have been doing
2ll I cen, but so far have not discovered

anythinge
To CONTROLIER FIVLAY ~=

Qe Mr., Tracey said that it would be impossible
for a man to get in through the transom
without breaking part of it that is there
now?

As "~ I could get through ite I am not saying
thaet anyone did go through the transom,
but they could. The ladder was outside,

That night the Deputy4Chief's door wes
broken and Gray and Aitken, the officers

on duty were instructed to be particularly
vigilant. They were in there all ndght

end they saw no one comeé ine. TUnless

you pull the Argyle Street door it will not
snap. I have opensd that door at night and
wa.lked right throughs It is very easy for
enyone to go out and not lock the doors

I have often gone through there late at night,
(Referring to the newspaper article) I
assure you I was not flustered,

Controller Murphy gave as his opinion that
liquor should not be stored in the City Hel 1,
but kept in a warehouse,

Mr. Tracey stated that s warehouse is used,
but it has to be opened by = Customs Officer,
and therefore cannot be entered at sll timess

Inspector Tracey. the Chief of Police amd
Detective Xennedy were instructed to submit
written statements on the mattera

WITLIAM EMVERSON, Electrician, called -

T came in about half-paet eleven and went

to the office first and themn I went up-
stairss I wes working up there until about

a guarter to ones I was up and down from the
work room to the office two or three times
during that time and never heard anythings

I came in through the Police Stetion and went
out through the Argyle Street doors I an
satisfied thet the door was locked., Mr.

Iynch asked me to try the door a second time
and T always do. My office is on the same
floor as NMr. Tracey's. I did not notice
whether Mr. Tracey's office was opens. I

would hear anyone bresiking in. You can heer
every sound here at night times There was
no one else here, 1Wo office opens I would
hear the moving of goodse

ADJQURNED.,
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