
To 

h'3 ~~embf3rs of th~ Oi ty Connc il. 

Gen t l err '3n :-

I "be::; to :- re sBnt t:re fcllowilV' r~r crt U len the 

inve8 ti :~at i ( r- asked for b~r t 'b.'3 ccuncil urcn the C";12,:i'ges 

of cirunked:e.s 8 en th ~ l:art c f memb e rs of the Cr>'l' nc 11 and 

was exan'j.nB(l, s"nsl B.11 cf t:-:e of·"tc i e l s who we re p r esent i n the 

City Hall E;.t t"'e dat:~ ment i on"3d in t ':.'3 c1:sr~es . Tf~e onl~r 

of Ocntrcl to '3xamin~ witnesses on oath i s confined to 

me~ tt8rs aff ect i ng t>.a t f orce . 

The-" examin51.t i ol1 of t " e wi tne sse s wa s c cnl1.ucted maifuj!y 

b the City ~01io i to rJ but Mr . R. TL I\~urrf'Y J K. C. , lso 

attendQd . r esum&bl , on b ehalf of the Social Servi ce ~s so ciat icn , 

and &sked SUC'll q.uest i on s O.S :1e saw f i t . At t~, -:; oonolusior: of 

t '-:'E:i oi v i c ~li tnesses an cpp: rtuni t y 1.vas wiv '9n fc::' .ny ot1)'?r wi t -

ne8S-~ able to aife rd ny inf 'rma ticn, but n0ne wsa ten~ered or 

os e fo rwe.rd . 
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D a1in first wi tih t'rJ.e chr'1.r['e Gf (51"'Jnkl3ness, it; shn Id 

be ointed cut that no person was na~q~ or even su gested ; 

a 8.l'ently th.e whole council and body cf cfficle.ls were 

included . A cD.arg's so v8.2,ue hf~ r:ily deserved to be 881'[oDsly 

considered . Dealing with it a9 it was l however, th9re was 

nc evider:ce <f~~8.tever in its sUl"lyort .l Jot 01l1y was t1'.e Ci t:r 

Hall itself badly wrecked in the eXj)losion l but the b1Jilding 

became at once the centre of ter.orary relief . Al nf the 

offices were teken over b~r V~ri()1.18 cCrl!!]i tteee and l'.<::e;ular 

civic work l:artib.lly suspended . The evidence shows that t~ e diff­

erent memb er s of t h e Counc il, including the BOe.,l'C of Control , 

e,nc~ civic offici Is were all engaged i mmedi ::· tely ur:on the 

ex.r:10 sion in .. oin3 SUC! ' wo rk o.S t1:.ey could f nd to do, and 

nc one came forw rd with any evidence to t~e contrary . I 

have no hesi t at i on in rerorting that the charge was abso l utely 

unsu··orted • . 

As to t"e cbc l' ge of t1:.eft of 1 iquor) i ta ~parentl y related 

to two different 1aoes,and occa9~ ien6 . One , the office of 

the IS}3 ector, en t}' e second floor of t"e City Hall , at the 

t ime of the explosion ; the Oth;:H, t, e small stF.,ll il, the 

s1:.el tel' und ,:; r the parade l used by h i m as e, store- house on an 

occasion fur in :::; the sumn'er cf 1917. 

As to t" e first , I have already rsferred to thecondit i on 

of t1:.e build.ine; after the e Jlo s i on , the door of thp Inspector '! 9 

office , l ike a l l others in t~e butl~1ng , wag bro~en by the ex­

p l os i on and ther8 was nothins t o revent anyone cf the hunclreds 
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of :; eople who were crowding the 88<::!ag, in front of the of ~ ice ~ 

frorr) hel' ins himse41f to anyt.1 ine i n t~, roorr. . Mr . Tr &,cey him­

self VIr , 8 6. t work a t t~9 0111 try '~xh i"01 t1cn anU. .lie:.. not s ee the 
. 

c ondition of _ is off ice till the followin~ day . 

As t c t') 13 '3 cb,ll i n t '<le par trol sheJ:ter, Mr . Tr acey d.oe s 

net -:Jl e.ir,] that any li-~'O.or ,if s stol en f rom there , but nly 

that on one occasion the door wae o _ened wit~out his euthorit: . 

On this he i s contr.t-dictect emphat i cally by c.ll the ot er e reens 

persent on the occasion h e r e refe£red to ~ Cr ntroller Taylor, 

Deputy....,Chief of 01 ice 'Jo rthc ver , Pol iceman Jo:mst"'ll , and 

Mr . Lawless , drive~ of t he pa ttol wagon. Un uest i -nable they 
. 

f{ ere in fe r bett e r osi t i on t o tell t _ an he ae t '<l ey 1J\rere 

stE-:r.d.lne; irectly alo~g8ide of the s tall, W i1 e l1e onl;' noticed 

i t fr om tile door of t1:le sr'el t ,," r end was i;?, t tile t i me epgaged in 

pushing behin'd t !'l9 Jatrol wa~on in w:licl' 1j1 e sei:ze~l li ~uo r W s 

..: o s i t i on frcn whic} 'he could sCfll'cely ' ,, 9 ex ected to 

make any accurate ov setvation of what was d r ectly ~"hee,d of the 

wagon . I have no _eaitation in accept i ng t he evi dence o~ the 

eontroller and t')ree members cf t>e p olic e ferce and soncluding 

that Tre cey mistook t he stall used by h i m for one nf the ot ' e re 

exactly eimil?r, ~ong8ide of it . 

In conclusion th er efore I beg t o r~po rt for the ressors 

g iven t a~(; t~e c~'\2!'ces W'3re ab solutely unsu' ")o :tt eclb~r t~ny evi -

dence Whateve r . 

Res ~ct f .l l y eubmi tterl J • 

P . r . t 6.rt in, 

.' 
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