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Halifex, N. S,, Merch 7th, 1918,
Teo
The Members of the City Council.

Gentlemen:~

I beg to present the following repert upon the
investigation asked fer by the gouncil upen the charges
of drunkefless cn the part of members ¢f the Council and
O0fficials, and of theft of ligquor from the Liguor Inspect-
orls cffice, made by the LTa.lira Herald and eppearently
endorsed by thée Agscociation for Soclal Ssrvice.

The investigation was open; every member of the Council
was examined, and 211 of the offiecials who were present in the
City Hall at the date mentioned in the charges. The only
persons tc whom &s cath was admisistered were those connected
with the police force, 28 the right of the Council or Board
of Contreol to examine witnesses on oath is confined to
matiters affecting that force.

The=examinaticn 68 the witnesses wag conducted maihyy

by the City Solleiter, but Mr. R, H, Murray, K. C., &ls0
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and acked such questicng as he saw fit. At the conclusion of
the civie witnesses an opportunity was given for any cother wit-

ness== able to afford any information, but ncne was tsndered or

came forward.,
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. presumably on vehalf of the Sccial Service Association,
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Dealing first With the-charge of drunkeness, 1t should
be poihted cut that no person was named cr even éuggested;
apprarently the whole pouncil and ﬂody of cfficialswere
inclvéded. A charge so vague hardly deserved to be sertously
considered. Dealing with 1t as it Was, howesver, there was

ne evidenc

e

whetever in 1ts support, Not only was the Clty
Hall itself badly wrecked in the explosion, but the building
became at once the centre of temporary relief, Al of the
offices were taken over by various committees and regular
civic werk partially suspended. The evidence shows that the difi=
srent members of the Counéil, including the Board of Control,
and civic officisls were all engaged immediztely upon the
explosicn in doing such work as they could find tc dec, and

ne one caﬁe forward with any evidence to the contrary. I

-bave no hesitation in reporting that the charge was absolutely
unsﬁported,.

As to the chirge of theft of liguor, it spperently related

3

to two different gléces,and occassiens. One, the cffice cf
the Imppector, on the second floor of the City Hell, at the
time of the sxplosion; the other, the small stall in the
shelter under the parade, used by him as a store-house on an
occaslon during the summer of 1917,

As to the first, I have already raferred to thecondition
of the building after the explésion, the door of the Inspectorlts
office, like all others in the building, was broken by the ex-

plesion and there was nothing to prevent any one cof the hundreds

\



Digital copy of Halifax City Council Submissions [102-1B.25.61v1] provided by the Halifax Municipal Archives

—— -

frop helping himsedf to anything in the room. Mr, Tracey him-
self was at work at the poultry exhibition and did not see the
condition of his office $ill the following day.

As to the stull.in the partrol shetrter, Mr. Tracey does
net claim that any liduwor was stoled from there, but only
that on one occasion the door was cpened without his authority,
On this he 1s contradicted emphatically by all the other persons
persent on the occasion here referred to, Controller Taylor,
Deputy=Chief of Police Worthover, Policeman Johnston, and
Mr, Lawless, drive& of the pattel wagon, Unquesticnable they

were in a far better position to tell then he as they were

<

gtending directly alongside cf the etall, while he only noticed
1% from the door of the shelter end was at the time epgaged in
pushing behind the patrcl wagon in which the seized liquor was
stored, & position from whiclh he could scarcely be expected to
make any accurate observation of whet was directly ahead of the
wagon. I-have ne hesitation in accepting the evidence of the
Gontroller and threé members of the police force and concluding
‘that Tracey mistook the stall used by him for one of the others
exactly similar, alongside of it.

In conclusion therefore I beg to report for the reasons
given that the charges'were cbsolutely unsupﬁotted,by any evi-
dence whatever,

- Respectfully submitted,
P, F, Martin,

- MAVOR,





