COMPUTATION OF CITY OF HALIFAX CLAIM AGAINST HALIFAX

RELIEF COMISSION

FOR CURRENT TAXES ON TOTAL ASSESSMENT. AND OTHER ITEMS

FOR PERIOD 1922-R3 TO 1957 INELUSIVE

TAX DOLLARS
TOTAL ASSESSMENT FOR PERIOD 192R-23 TO 1957 INCLUSIVE —=—=—=====——=e- % 32,096,430.00 AT ROCLATING TAX RATES =———m—mmmm—emememmeee w 1,R75,020.93
FIXED ASSESSMENT FOR PERIOD 19%2-23 TO 1957 IL:iCLUSIVE -- 15,842,450,00 AT RELATING TAX RATES
(PAID TO CITY OF HALIFAX)-—=m==-euv 544,281.38
TOTAL EXEMPTED ASSESSHMENT ~-=--- ~-—----}% 18,253,980.00 DIFFERENCE IN TAX REVENUE---- -—- 730,739.55
INTER= T 4% PER ANNUM FOR PERIOD
192R2-23 TO 1957 INCLUSIVT--====r=mm==————==}  623,305.68
IN SETTLE (ENT OF OUR CLAILY DATED
JANUARY 13,1927, 1/3 OF Ti:7 CITY
OF MAL1FAX CLAIM WAS NOT ALLOWED~-=-——====v # 170,256.84
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE CITY OF HALIFAX --——----—--- e - ~--% 1,524,302.07

March 10,1958.
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HALIFAX

RELIEF

BALANCE SHE

HNOVIMBER

ASSETS

freperties ( book value ) .......
Investments:

Bonds and debentures (book vzlue).......#817,725,00

tiortgices receivable and asreements

of saleseevs SIS e & % 4 s $517,289,.85

LESS:

Allowance for discount

on sale price of

houses $0ld.veeeceeens . 30,850,10 466,459.75
Furniture,fixtures and
eqUipment.cscecveessossoncss e TN - |- 57
LiGSs
Accurulated allowance
for depreciation.c.eevevenses wopeqss w300 HE
Current Assets:
Cash on hand and in bank....... seessnenn R, 18421
Interest accrued on bonds
and debentiuresS.eeesecceecanass ceessens . 15,185.05
Accounts receivable.s....... 188,25
LESS:
Allowance for uncollected
PEILS o o wiosesswrnsmsnisie o o ¢ wivinzs 187.25 1.00
Deferred Charczes:
Insurance premiuns unexpired......eeesea 295.25
Supplies and materials on hand ......... 257.88

o
<o

% 170,479.85

1,504,164.75

555,47

59,370.24

535,11

w 1,515,105,42

OdNMISEITON

LIABILITIZS

Fensicn fund Accounteseesesesecenss I § 56 8§ B s von 1,095,275,80
CBNCTEL YOSBTVE, o eocvcecainaie o & 8 o sipmsessmson v x + 5 5 2rzmHin 106,541.15
Surplus arising from sale of
prorerties.... 271,577.85
Liso:
“wpenled fo date in,
connection with aevelop-
ment of lemorial fark...... 146,0278.64 124,599,821 230,940.36
1,5%26,217.16
[}
Reserve for loss by fire
on Uninsured propertiusS.iiisiisaninsnsniinsg s TR R 76,288.70
Contributions to =t .ff Cuperanmnation
Futd, less parments to rctired staff ...... seesveves sy e sy . 110,891.55
Accounts: PayaRle .. cewesees s e moeaiacen o v R N . 1,706.01
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HALIFAX RELIEF COHWHMIOGSSION
CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENT

AS AT NOVEMBER.30,1955

EXPEUHDITURES

_GRAUTS, CO:JATRIGUTIONHS AWD REV.INUE

-

‘ederal Government Crants ........ § R T T esvesy 168,000,000.00 Emergency relief seeeceveercncccnss $ 3,970,808,76
mperial Government Grants ...ec.vececevencans & R AT  S 4,815,000.00 Claims and reconstruction.......... 20,231,727.45 & 24,202,536.21
nsurance contributionSescecesccsssenecrrocnsrencirennneess 348,792.78 :
ither contributionsS........ EREEE o Y » B L .o 4,006,240.58 727,170,000.16 Pensions and Medical services as

at November 30, 1955 sevvevvsescrsosnnnonans 4,665,086.73
let revenue as at Hovember 30,1955 suisceerovosovsssrrsnccasosnsnosnsss veeesaes R,924,207.73 Leaving available for the payment of

pensions and ledical services, etCeseeeesees 1,R26,617.95

%30,094,240.89 # 50,094,240.89
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YEAR  TOTAL ASSESSMENT

RATE

PLUS H.W.T.

1922-3 §
1923-4
1924=5
1925-6
1926~7
1927-8
1928-9
1929-30
1930-31
1931-32
1932-33
1933-34
1934=35
193536
1936=37
1937-38
1938-39
1939-40
1940-41
1941-42
1942-43

1,100,000.
1,100,000,
1,100,000.
1,000,000,

750,000,
1,000,000.
1,000,000,
1,000, 000.
1,000,000.
1,000,000,
1,000,000,
1,000,000,
1,000,000,
1,100,000.
1,100,000,
1,100,000.
1,100,000,
1,100,000.
1,100,000,
19100’ OOOo
1,176,700,

3.10
3025
2,99
3.08
302&
3.39

o o (-] -] o

o

o

A L0 W0 W W) W W Lo W W AW W W W W
L]

-3 [, RY ] F ol L

BRERNESUREEBEEEN

©

1/10 of 1%

n

"
L]
H
"
"
n
f
)
2]
L
1
i
§t
]
1]
"
"
L

HALTFAX RELTEF COMMISSION

TOTAL AMOUNT  FIXED ASSESSMENT
35,200.00 Exempted
36,850.00 "
33,990.00 "
31,800.00 "
25,050,00 "
34,900.00 500,.000.
36,500.00 500,000
35,600,00 500,000,
35,600.00 500,000.
36,500,00 500,000,
35,000.00 500,000,
35,000.00 473,000,
35,600.00 497,775,
40,260,00 496,775,
39,930.00 496,750
40,.920.00 500,000,
41,910.00 450,000,
42,020.00 400,000,
42,240.00 400,000,
42,240,00 400,000,
1,5,655.96 500,000,

_RATE __PLUS H.W.T.

3:10
3025
2.99
3.08
3.24
3439
305
3.46
3obb
Joh5
140
:'ju-'!l-o
3edb
3,56

3453
3062

3071
3.72

3.T4.

3.74
3.78

1/10 of 1%
i
L]
1t
n
)
1
1]
"
i

]
L
i
i
b
W
L
b
L]
]

TOTAL AMOUNT

17,450.00
18,250.00
17,800.00
17,800,00
17,750.00
17,500.00
16,555.00
17,720.80
18,182.19
18,032.28
18,600,00
17,145,00
15,280.00
15,360,00
15,360.00
19,400.00
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.Page 3-—

YEAR TOTAL ASSESSMENT RATE _PLUS H.W.T. TOTAL AMOUNT .  FPIXED ASSESSMENT =~ RATE _ PLUS H.W.T. TOTAL AMOUNT
1952 15,000.  B.R. 10.06. NIL 15,000.. B:R. 10,06 NIL
. 23ks9000 R.oRc 3950 . " 99730!50 23‘!-?900'_' -Rfﬁ: 3050 i 99730"50
1953 15,000.  B.R. 10,17 n : _ 15,000. . B.R: 10T » e
185,100.  R.R. 3.2 " 8,411.22. 285,100..  R.R. 3.72 ® 8,411.22
1954 15,000,  B.R- 10.19 L e 15,000. . B.R. 1019 » '
169,400.  R.R. LTk e 7,864..06 169,400 . ReR. 374 75864 .06
1955 15,000. = B.R. g.95. m S 15,000.. B:R. 9.95 '
152,000. . R.R- Sebel | C 7,196.60 152,000... RoR. 3.73 w 7,196.60
1956 18,300,  B.R. 485 " i 45 18,300.  B.R: 4L.85 ®
436,000, . R.R. 150 v 7542755 436,000.  R.R: 1.50 ® 7542755
1957 28,700.  B.R. L.B5S m 2 25,850.. B.R. L.gs. n '
502,500..  R.Re 1.85 n . 10,688.20 453,200  R.R-. 185 " 9,637.93
$32,096,430. $ 1,275,020.93  $13,842 450, $ Sih.281.38

COMPILED REC. 31/57.
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HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

YEAR  TOTAL ASSESSMENT  RATE PLUS H.W.T. TOTAL AMOUNT  FIXED ASSESSMENT _RATE _ PLUS H.W.T. TOTAL AMOUNT
1922-3 § 1,100,000, 3.10 1/10 of 1% 35,200.00 Exempted 3,10 1/10 of 1% -—
1923-4 1,100,000, 3.25 " 36,850.00 " 3.25 " -
1924~5  1,100,000. 2,99 " 33,990.00 n 2.99 "

1925-6 1,000,000, 3.08 " 31,800.00 " 3.08 "

1926~7 750,000, 3a.24 " 25,050.00 " 3a2h " =T
1927-8  1,000,000. 3.39 " 34,900.00 500,000, 3039 " 17,450.00
1928-9 1,000,000, 3.55 " 36,500,00 500,000, 3.55 " 18,250.00
1929-30 1,000,000, 3.46 n 35,600,00 500,000, 3.46 it 17,800,00
1930-31 1,000,000, 3e4ib " 35,600.00 500,000, 3obh " 17,800.00
1931'32 1900090000 345 " 369500 00 500,0000 345 & 17’750.00
1932-33 1,000,000, 3,40 U 35,000.00 500,000, .40 w 17,500.00
1933=34 1,000,000, 3.40 " 35,000.00 473,000, 3040 " 16,555.00
1934=35  1,000,000. 3ob6 H 35,600,00 497,775, 3ebb o 17,720.80
1935-36 1,100,000, 3.56 " 40,260,00 496,775, 3.56 " 18,182.19
1936-37 1,100,000, 3:53 " 39,930.00 496 ,750. 3053 L 18,032.28
1937-38 1,100,000, 3.62 n 40,920.00 500,000. 3.62 o 18,600.00
1938-39  1,100,000. 3.71 n 41,910.00 450,000, 3,71 i 17,145.00
1939=-40 1,100,000, 3.72 " 42,020.00. £00,000. 3.72 n 15,280.00
1940-41  1,100,000. 3.74 " 42 ,24,0.00, 400,000, 3.74. " 15,360.00
1941-42  1;100,000, 3.74 " 42,240,00 400,000. 3.7h " 15,360.00
1942-43 1,176,700, 3.78. " 45,655.96 500,000, 3.78 " 19,400.00
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YEAR
1943<4

1944=5

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

TOTAL ASSESSMENT

1,171,700, B.R.
5,000. R.R.

1,148,800. B.R.
5,000.. R.R.

1plh7sh_00° B °R0
5,000. R.R.

1,124,230, B.R.
5,000. RoR.

1,103,050, B.R.
590009 RORQ

1,203,050, B.R.
5,000 RoR.

28,500, B.R.

71396500 R:R-

18,500. B.R.
507,050, R:R.

15,000 B.R.
308,700. R.R.

RATE PLUS H.W.T. TOTAL AMOUNT
Le25 1/10 of 1%

3.50 52,148.95
1“'85 ]

3,50 57,045.60
4,75 " ’

3.50 55,828.90
5025 »

3.50 60,326.31
3.5Q T6,511.06
6.63 NIL

3450 81,145.27
6030 % =

3.50 " 26,915.75
6,75 it

3.50 ¢ 18,995.50
8,10 "

3.50 ® 12,019.50

FIXED ASSESSMENT

495,000. B.R.
5,000,  R.R.

495,000, B.R.
5,000.  R.R.

495,000,  B.Re
5,000, R.R.

495,000, B.R.
5,000,  RoRe

445,000,  B.R.

5.000. R.R.

45,0000  B.Re
5,000. RoRo

28,570.  BeRo
713,650,  ReRo

18,500.  B.R.
507,050.  RoR.

15,000.  B.R.
308,700. R.R.

PLUS H.W.T,

bo25
3450

hoB5
3,50

4.75
3.50

5025
350

6,82
3.50

5,63
3.50

6.20
3.50

6,75
3.50

8.10
3.50

1/10 of 1%

#

1]

NIL

5
"

TOTAL AMOUNT

21,712.50

24,,682.50

24,187.50

26,662.50

30,974.00

29,678.50

26,915.75

18;995.50

12,019. 50
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I‘ﬁ'q A. A. DQBBrd,Jr., City mger’
Ls He Romkey, Commissioner of Finance,

January 9, 1958

Our local Member of Parliament, Mr. Edmund Morris,
called me on the telaphone yesterday from Ottawa and told me that
at the moment it was impossible to get reservations at any liotel
in Ottawa for the present and up to and including January 19th,
:alao that it was not convenient for me to go through certain files
which the City of Halifax are interested in at the present time,
so therefore he is reserving a room at the Chateau Laurier, starting “
the night qf January 19th, and is arranging an appointment for me
on Monday, Janyary 20ths This he is confirming by letter, so f
therefore I will be leaving by air on Sunday, January 19th, for ' |
Ottawa, to secure the information which the Finance Committee

requests, on a certain subject, . /
/@@u_
L, Me ROMKEY
. LMRM , COMMISSTIONER OF FINAN

J

Copy to ———His Worship Charles A, Vaughan
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Te: His Worship, Mayor C. A. Vaughan,

From: City Assessor, J. F. Thomson,
Date: January 2, 1958,
Subject: Halifax Relief Commission.

Further to your request regarding taxation on the property
of the above named Commission, the following information is
submitted:

Total taxes payable on the

property from 1922 to 1957:

At the residential rate — $ 1,127,110.77.

At the merged rate .oo $ 1,261,223,20.

-

JFT/IP CITY ASSESSOR.
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COMMENTS_RE THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION.

March 11, 1957.

Some few years ago I mede an examination of the

financial status of The Halifax Rellef Commission.,as it was always
my impression that the City was not fully reimbursed for the claim they
submitted to the Commission, after the Lisaster.

€ As there was some doubt of the ability of the Comm-

" ission te pay the claim,asnd still retain sufficient funds to take care

¥ s of the Pensioners, the claim for tha full amount was dropped in favour
of the Pcnsioners.,

- e } 3
At tine timéffliooked into the matter, I was fully
satlisfied thot there was sufficient money to take care of the Pensioners,
with sufficient left tc provide the “ity with a substantizl sum.

About that time, I had occassion to go to Ottawa, on
City business together with two other Aldermen and Mr. J, F. M=acManus,
who was then City Assessor,

A meeting was arranged for us with Mr. Abbot, then
Minister of Finance, by Senator G. B. Isnor.

Mr. Abbot provided uc vith a full op ortunity of
presenting our case and advised us that he would be willing to
recommend that the City be psid from $25,000.00 to $50,000.00 per
year, out of the surplus funds of the Commission &f Dr. Clark, the
Deputy Minister agreed. However, Dr. Clark, later, disagreed with the
proposal and the mstter was dropped.

As far as the writer was concerned the matter was
not forgotten but shelved for further discussion.

I have now before me the financial statement of the
Commission for 1955. Statement for 1956 has not yet been issued.

However, the 1955 statement presents sufficient datea
that makes one feel th=t the matter might again be presented.

I find that the assets show a vslue of $1,511,915.00
while the sum of $1,082,628,00 has been set up as a reserve for
payment to pensioners agreed to by the Department of Pensions as
being sufficient on a 2% basis (which is a very low yleld to-day)

The surplus, therefore, from the statement, wvhich I
claim 1s = verr conservative one, shows as £429,287,00.

continued..e se sm v e
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I basgse my c¢laim to the statement belnpg ultra conservotive
oen various factors.

ist. Amongst the assets are unsold pronerties listed as follows:~
VALUE MY COHSFFVLTIVE
_SHOWK_ON STAT.MEET ESTIMATE.
1 - /- roomed house £ 2,000,00 $ 5,000,00
l- 5% n 2,200400 5,500.00
16 -~ Bour rocmed flats  64,000.,00 128,000,00
11- 53 " " 49, 500400 99,000.00
2- 6 to 7 M 4 11,000,00 18,000,00
Business Property 15,000,00 30,000.00
4 VWooden Houses 20,700,.00 £40,000,00

Vacznt Land 3,856,00 3,856.00
168,256.00 329,3560,00

The sbove shows san Increase in market wvalue over book
value of slightly over $160,000,00 and might be much greater, if there

18 any appreciable amount of lsnds% be =/

‘The nctual surplus, at thls point, is thersfore nct less
than $589,000,00

contimlt?d..........-.o
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We now come to pensioners allowances and fund provided
to take care of same based on a 2% table, This fund may be quite high
when one considers th-t the explosion took place forty years ago anc the
largest amount of the pensions is payable to widows and for genersal
disability, the former (50) $44,598.00 and the latter (24) $12,912.00.

There is no information rcgarding ages, but it must be
reasonable to assume that in the case of widows the averzge age would
be not less than 65 and that, wvith normszl life expectancy, payment
for these pensioners will be reduced feirly rapidly.

In the case of those receiving pensions for eye

disibility the number was 102 at the end of 1955 and the total payment
$28,225.00 per year. This is no doubt lower to-day.

QPERATION COSTS.

£t the present thare appears to be 26 properties manesred
and owvned by the Commission from which a total rev-nue of $28,368,00
1s shown as being received, while agalnst same for taxes, rep-irs etec.
1s the amount of $29,172.00, _

I shall not comment on this but would point put that
if those properties were sold for the amount I have suggested as being
reasonable, the Commission would have an income of over $15,000.00 #aaptz
(at 5%) instead of the small loss it has shown.

The small loss does not teke into consider~tion the
cost of administration. ;

The administration 1s seemingly responsible for
ecllecting amounts due through agreement of sale, managing the 26
properties and issulng chegues to about 175 pensioners, =bout 166
monthly and sbout 75 h=1lf yearly,

All of this could be hondled by a Trust Company for less
then {5,000.00 per year, while the actual cost under Comrission menage-
ment is, in prrt, as follows

' Please see page 4.
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-ty

ccntinued - cost under Commission management

Balaries & Stipends $13,720,00
Printing &% Stationary 613,00
Lighting » he ting 718,00
incurance 66,00
Telephone 136.00
Poctage 176.00
Audit fee 1,200.00
General office exrense 1,311.00

TOTAL $17,940.00

Difference between estimate of Trust Compsny cost and
Commission Cost about $13,000,00 per anrum,

The totael yearly cost, as at the cnd of 1955 to
Pensioners (since r=duced) wasi-

Widows & dencndents 4445598400
General Pisibility 12,912.00
Eye Disibility 28,225,090

$85,735.00

The total cost of management, if
remaining properties were sold and
operated by a Trust Company would be

Revenuz fpom Securities $35,000.00
Additional r venue after sale
of remaining properties 15,000,00
Net Savings through Trust Co.
management {(%17,000.-%5000) 8,000,00
$58,000400 58,000,00

§27:735600

COﬂtinuedoou.lnun-o-
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If securities were sold and money invested in first
mortgeges there would be almost sufficient income to pay the yearly
amount due the pensioners to-day and when all the pensioners were pald
off the present capital of about $1,500,000,00 would be intact, in
fact 1t should be consi&erably greater ,under Trust Company management and
due to the fact that the amount pald for pensions decreases yearly.

In this respect, it is noted that nine pensioners died
during 1955. On this moptailty basis the fund could easily cerry the
payﬁhents to pensioners without taking money from capital account, within
the next four or five years under Trust Company management and also with-
out any change in present investment sniiws, but subject to sale of
remaining properties. olio :

No reflection is intended in these comuents upon the
mansgement and, should the time ever come, that the changes I have
suggested were brought about, I feel that those responsible for éerrying
on this commission,and have followed the wishes of the Finance Department
of the Federal Government, should be falrly compensated and if the present
pension fund of $120,024,68 as at 1955 is not sufficiently large, it
could be sugmented from Capital, wlthout dangerously imparing the Capital

Account.

Respectfully submitted,

J* Gt Dew[:)lf.
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December 12, 1956.

Mr. S. J. Perkins,

Rooam 5,

19 East Canon Perdido Street,.
Senta Barbara, Califoraia.

Dear Sir:

I acknowledge your letter of December
6. After checking with the Holifax Reliof Com— .
mission I f£ind that (1) those killed numbered
1635, (2) injured were 9000 and (3) 199 lost their
eyesight during the Holifax Explosion. These apparently
ere the actual figuros tho Commission has on record.

Yours very truly,

L. A' Kitz.
MAYOR.
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November 9, 1958,

The Horourablo W, E. Harris,
Minister ol Pinanco,
Ottoawva 4, Ontorio.

Dear Mr. Harris: Re: Helifax Reliof Commission

I acknowlodgo with thanke your lottor of
Oct.obm‘ 26,

The City of Halifax has a bi-tax system.
Persons who live in their own homes pay ot the rate
of $3.50, all othors at the rate of $9.95.

It was only the last fow yoars indeced that
wo received payment at the $3.50 rate prior to that we
got a much smaller contribution.

Weo aro also anxious to cce a large lot ol
land ideally suited for industrial purposes, which is
owmod by the Comnission put to that purpose.

Yours vory truly,

L. A- mm.
MAYOR.
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by —tf et Y g
- Room 5,

19 EAST CANON PERDIDO STREET

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA

December 6, 1955. iﬁ{ E E ” W E [B

DEC 9 I35
The wayor,
City Hall, . e
Helifax, N.S. ~«IAYQR'S LQFEFIC)
Cenada,

Your Honour:

On this 28th anniversary of Halifux Explosion I, as
one of the closest survivors, would like to know the official
casualty figures of that disaster. KReference books at our libras
give the death toll as anything from 1200 to 1800 but I would
like to use more authentic figures in & talx I am preparing.
There were, at tie time, fantastic rumours of the nuuber of
people blinded by flying glass, but I dont suppose you would
have any data on that.

iould you be so kind as to advise me by return AIR

MAIL, the most officisl figures of (1) killed, (2) injured and,

il available,(3) loss‘ %fqeyesa.ght. 1633 96—
Thank you in anticipation.

Respectfully Sy

J%

S. J. Perking
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Ottawa 4,
October 26, 1955,

His Worship,
Mayor L. A, Kitsz,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Dear Mayor Kitz:

Referring J you
September 16th, I have receivéd a reply from
the Halifax Relief Commissionn regarding the
payment Ul—trres—to—the=0+ey’ o f Halifax,

I am advised by the Chairman
that the Commission is paying the regular rate
of $3.50 per hundred on the assessed value of
their properties, being the same rate the City
would charge if all the properties they hold
were privately and separately owned, Accordingly,
I find it difficult to understand your statement
that "we hope that the Commission may be
terminated before too long or at least, this body
called upon to pay normal taxation",

Yours very

oeT 2¢ B
v — ~
MAYQR'S OEEICE




CANADA
MINISTER
oF
PUBLIC WORKS

September 23, 1955

His Yorship L... Kitz,
l.ayor of Halifax,
Hadd fax Sl 030

Dear IIr. Kitz:

Thank vou for vour let of September 8,
19585, in which you brought to my tention the tax
eondition which exists in Haljiffix with respect to the
Halifex Relief Commission.

—

Since receiving your letter, I have had an
opportunity of discussing this matter here in Ottawe
with Jobn Dickey. It's also under review by the
Denartment of Finesnce and I shall probably be in a
positicn to mrovide you with further information on this
subjeet in due course.

Yours very truly,

Robert H. Winters




O

September 23, 1965,

tHionourable Walter Harris,
Minister of Finance,
tiouse of Commons,

Otiawa, Ontario.

. Homourabio “ir: ﬂn_._jmm_cm
I thank you for your lettor of Septomber
2? and await your reply with intorest after you
have bod an opportunity of obtoining a report from
the Chairmsn of the Commission,

Yours very truly,

L. A. Kitz,
MAYOR.,

LAK :HW,
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Ottawa 4,
September 22, 1955,

His Worship,
Mayor L. A, Kitz,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Dear Mayor Kitz:
I have your letter of September

26th with reference to the payﬁzgtfgﬁftsiés by
the Halifax Helief Commission.

I am looking into this question
and will write to you when I get a report from
the Chairman of the Commission.

Yours very trauly,

IFF e

-

RECEIVED

cep 23 139
25.

ACK

MAYOR'S OEEICK




September 16, 1965,

Honourable Walter Harris,
Minister of Finence,
House of Commons,

OTTAWA, ONTARIO,

Dear Sip:

A few days ago I sent the followiag letter
to Mr. Robert Winters:

“Tho Relief Commission owns considerable amount
of property in this City ond they pay a Eorceutngo
of taxes only on this property. I hove been instructed
by the lialifex City Council to enquire whot plans the
Government has regarding the Haligax Relief Commission,
a bpdy which was sot up after the Halifax Explosion,
which occurred on December 6, 1917. I believe the
Commission has funds in which to carry out their pension
commitments and wo hope that the Commission may be ter-
minated beforo too long or at least, this body called
upon to pay normal taxation,

1 may just add, these surpluses which the Commission
built up through the ycars can be traced to the tax
oxomptions oa their rented propertins, which they held inm
this City."

I have since learned that tho Relief Commission
comes ynder your jurisdiction and I would be pleased if
you would be good enough to comsidor the purport of the \\__
obove letter.

Yours very truly,

L. A, Kitz,
MAYOR.

LAK :HW,
Dictated Sept. 15/565,
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House of Commons
Canada

September 13, 1855

Mayor L. A, Kitz,
Halifax,
N. 3.

Your Worship:- U//
Re- Helifax Relief Commission

Thank you for %the copy of the letter sent to Hon,
R. H. Winters re the above. Mr. Dickey and I have discussed
the matter of the Relief Commipsion several times with the
former Minister of Finance,

This organizatlon actually comes under his juris-
diction. On receipt of a reply by you from the Minister of
Pyblic Works (Bob is now Public Works) we will go into this
further with you.

Yours very trily,

i ,ﬁf A

SAMUEL R. BATGOM,

HM.P. Halifax

Ganada's Eastern Gateway
SRB:s to World Harkets,




-

o Lilors = Bl A Hnl 228

Soptember 6, 1955.

lHinister of Resources and Development,
Ottewa, Ontarie.

Deaz ur. Ministor:

Tho Nelict Commission owns considorable

omount of proporty ia this City ond thoy pay o
Bemnsage of toxos only on this pmsort.y. I have

eon instructod by tho Hallifox City Council to
enquire whot plons the Covernmont has regording tho

, Holifox Rolied Commisgiocn, a body which was sot ap

efter tho [lolifax Cxplosion, which occupred on
Docombor 6, 1917. 1 beliove the Commissien hos fuads
in which to carry out their pension commitments and
wo hope that tho Commission may be terminatoed bofore

too long or at least, this body called apon to pay -
normal taxation.

| g:i just odd,these surplungses which the
Commission .1t up through the yoors can be traced
to tho tax cxemptions osn their rentod proportioes,
which thoey held in this City.

Yours vory truly,
,-Ll' ﬂ'l mm.
HAYOR.
LAK /4

COPIES to Hon. J. H. Dickoy,
Hon. %. R. Dalcom.
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PHONE L 1228

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

June 2, 1955,

His Worship,
Mayor A. Kitz,
City of Halifax,
City Hall,

City.

Your Worshlp:

Your request that the Halifax Relief
Commission pay to the City of Halifax, municipal taxes
based on the $9.95 rate, for the property the Commission
holds in this City was deferred until our next meeting,

as we did not have a full meeting of our Commission.

Yours truly,

Helifax Rellef Commission.

E. W. CROOKS.
EWC/Y., SECRETARY-MANAGER.

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed
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THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION /‘( N"‘ ‘

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

May 16, 1955.

His Worship,
Mavor L., A, Kitz,
Clty of Halifex,
City Hsall,

City-

Your Worship:

We acknowledge your letter of llay 13th,
requesting that the Commission pay to the City of Halifax,
Municipal taxes based on the $9.95 rate, for the year 1955,

Thia request wlll be consldered at the
next meeting of the Commisgsion, and we will then inform you
of our views on thls matter,

Yows truly,
Helifax Relief Commission.

E. W. CROOKS.
BWC/Y, SECRETARY-MANAGER.

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed
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Hay 13, 1955

Halifax Helief Commission,
139 Young Street,
Halifax, M. 8.

Attng lMr, Croole, Sccretary

Gentlemen;:~

There is 2 resolution of the Hﬁ}ifﬁf Cigy
Council requeating that your body pay to the Ciiy o
Halifax Mumicipal Taxes based on the $9.95 rate, for the
property you hold in this City, for the year 19554

I an socordingly requesting that you do so, @nd I would
appreclate your comments.

Yours very truly,

L. A, Eitz,
MAYOR

LAK/en

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed

| 9



Seprenprr 11, 1952

-

NMr, F, ¥, BurcuER,

Secrerany Ha'1rax Rerrter Commrssiow,
139 Youwnc StTrREET,

Harnrrax, Nova Scoria

Dean ¥R, BUTCHER:?

I HAVE FOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT YOUR LETTER OF
SEPTENBER 3RD RE THE OLD ABATTOIR PROPFRTY

: SITUATED ON A LANE LFADING FRoM GOTTINGEN STREFT
T0 HoBIE STREET.

I HAVE MADE FNGQUIRIFS AND HAVE ASCFRTAINED
THAT THIS PROPERTY WAS LEASED T9 THE KARDEWN
Hrep ComMpaNY UNDER 4 LEASE WHICH WILL NOT
EXPITRE UNTr: THE 1lrn or June, 1556, IT rs
APPRECIATFD THAT THIS IS A SOMEWHAT UNSIGHTLY
BUILDING, BUT AT THE SAME TIME IN ITS PRESENT
USE IT GIVES MUCH NEEDED EMPLOYMENT TO RESIDENYTS
OF THIS CITY.

BECAUSE 0F THIS LEASE, THERE IS NO EFFECTIVE
ACTION THAT CAN BE TAKEN IN THIS MATTER WHILE
THIS LEASE IS OUTSTANDING.

Yours vERY TRULY,

R. 4. Dowazok,
# A Y 0O R

R LU/ ucv
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PHONE L 1228

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

Soptember Srd, 1952,

¥

His Worship Mayor Richard A. Donohoe,
City of Halifax,

City Hall,

City. -

Your Worship:

The Halifax Relief Commission subdivided an
areff known as the old Hartlen property, Robie Street, and has
disposed of almost all of the building lots.

The subdivision consisted of sixty=four lots
of an average slze of 50 x 100, We adjusted our price to
make 1t attractive to buyers, and all lots were sold with sewer
and water installed at an average price of $625,00.

The area is commencing to show real development,
and it will, in a few years, be a very attractive residential
section, and this 1s particularly so, because of the scenic view
of Bedford Basin,

The Commlission 1s anxious to do all it can to help
the people, secure the most for thelr investment, but there is a
factor which will always tend to cheapen these properties as long
as 1t remains in its present position.

We are anxious to lmow what steps the Clty might
take, or which might be taken by us, to remove the very dilapidated
stone building at the northern end of Robie Street, used we understand,
as a warehouse for an oll business, refining fish olls and the like,
It 18 suggested that the people in this neighbourhood would be very
appreciative of some early effort by the City to arrange for the
demolition of this building.

We have taken the liberty of addressing copies of
this letter to Aldermen Allen and Vaughan of ward six, and have
asked them for their good offices to cerry through this proposal
in accordance with some planned date,

We also ask for your personal assistance in the
matter, and would appreciate hearing from you after you have had

s e s s OVET
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L}

His Worship Mayor Richard A. Donohoe.

an epportunity of consulting the appropriate committee.

L

Yours truly, : "
Haelifax Relisf Commission.

' , F. M. BUTCHER.
FMB/Y. SECRETARY «
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PHONE L. 1228

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

Avgust 17yj, 1951,

Alderman J. G. De¥Wolfe,
City Hall,
City.

Dear Sir:

At a meeting of the Commission held on
August 7th, 1951, your letter of August 3rd, regarding
the possibility of using the open space at the corners
of Devonshire Avenue, Kaye Street (lane), and Barrington
Streets for commercial purposes, was read and discussed,

As all open spaces Included in the Hallfax
Relief Commission town planning schems were intended for
use by the City for parks, playgrounds, etc., we feel
that we would have to first find out from the City, if
they had any objection to the Halifax Relief Commission
disposing of this piece of land in the way you suggest.

Aa soon as we receive word from the City,
will let you know.

Yours truly,
Helifax Relief Commission.

L8
F. M. BUTCHER.
FMB/Y. SECT'Y-TREAS.

opy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Remove
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House of Commons
Canada

Ottawa, Ontario,
February 5th, 1949,

Alderman J.G. DeWolf,

436 Barrington Btreet,
Halifax, N.B.

Rey Halifax Relief Oommligasion,
Dear Mr. DaWeolf:

While I did not bring my complete 1948 files
with me to Ottawa, I am quite familiar with the Halifax
Relief situation as the Honourable R.G, Beatzley, Chairman,
along with the two Commissioners, were good enough to
invite my Colleague, John Dickey, and % to meet with them
prior to our departure for Ottawa and dlsouss the various
phases of their present and future plans and alsgo the
question of the sale of houses, and no steps which they
were taking would lead me to think that eventually the
aree would develop into a slum section. I rather felt
that they were endeavouring to meet the city's wishes and
particularly those expressed by Alderman Sullivan and
yourself in regard to the attached properties as they
fully realize the difficulty of making individual sales
of this particular type of property. .

a ‘&"4

My suggestion before sending an-.
to Ottawa wounld that you arrange a conference with the
Chalrman s Gommissioners of the Halifax Relief Commission
to dlsouss the points ralsed in your telegram. In the mean-
time, I have advised Mr. Beazley that, after conference,
Af you stlll feel that a trip to Ottawa is necessary, I

will b® avallable at any time.

Yours truly,
Gordon B, Isnor
Member for Halifnx.

GBI/MB.




——

House ol Cominons

Canada

OTTAWA, October 23, 1948.

. Aldermsn J, G, de Wolf,

¢/o City Hell,
HALITBAX, Nova Scotia,

Dear Gerry:

8o that you will know we did not overlook the Halifax
Relief question when in Ottawa, wish to advise you that my colleagus
and I took up this matter with the Honourable D.C. Abbott, Minigter
of Pinance, and went over it quite fully.

His first copecern was, naturally, that full provision be
made for the pensioners.

In respect to the houses, I have every reason to believe
that he is quite prepared to enter into an agreanent with the City,
whereby the City will take over the houges subject to the rights of
the present tenants and other rights which the Halifax Relief Com~

- mission might feel necessary to safeguard their interests.

Yours truly,

.~~~ Gordon B. Isnor,
™ Member for Halifax.
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BSeptember 29%th,1949,

Gordon B, Isnor, Esq. M. P.

P.rliament Building, _ .
Ottawa,Ontario. : x
De,r Hr, Isnori-~

A5 you*may recall, in Pebruary 17st, Alderman

. u Sullivan, Mr.HoManus, the Gity Assessor amd the writer vigited
Ottawa for the purpnse of discussing majters in respect to The
% Halifax Relief Commisslon (& ward of the Department of Flunance).

You and le, Dickie vary kiidly ar anged a
_meetlng with Mr. Abbott, The Minigter of, Finance, and we all
appreciated the oordial r ception.

You may again reenll, th t The Finistpr alvized
us th-t he would t:ike 1ip the matter at an ~arly date with Dr.Olark,
the Deputy linister, but at thit particular tire Dr. olark was
extr mely busy o.-The Budget. :

, The Minicter adviged th .t Be would raocommend -
th=t a substantial sum of from $25,000.00 %o 850,000.00 per anium
be nllowed the City in respect to thelr cli.ims. *hia informition =%
was passed on to the City Counoil, on our return, M o

: The'writer iz not bﬂing critic.l, as even the
ordinary man ocun apprecicte the mattors of tr npndoua importance
oonfrontinr the Hinister =nd his Deputy. ever since th t tire,

) However, ie thcre not soweone in the Department
to whom zuthority might be delegased, for the mmt,er to be further
considered? iy
A The writer h.sg asked many times for a list of
penaionere (the individual nwces sre not irportint, 1f it is
secret informution) the amount pald to each per znnum, the aze
of éach and the nuture of disabliity.

¢
'

e
-
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Gordon B. Isnor, Esg. M. P. 8e; tember 29th,1l7ud

~—

There are now less thun 250 pensioners and a list
leaving out names should not take very long to prepare.

Ve have not regeived. o copy of last years financial
report, a copm of this would also be gr-atly apprecoiated.

I would imagine about half the properties owned by
the comnission have now been sold, so it should not be very diffiocult
to arrive at some definite conclusion ar to the future, and an we
have represented muny times, we do feel thi.t the City of Halifax ghonld
receive full consideration after pensioners have been amply secured.

Thanking yon for your help in the pn=t and trusting,

‘when convenient, that you will further advise me re above.

-

With kindegt personal reg rde to you and Mr,Dickie,
I am,

Yours very truly,:

J [ Gn D":Olf-




PHONE L 1228

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION é

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

May 21, 1949,

To His Worship,

Mayor Gordon S, Kinley,
Mayor of Halifax,
Halifax,

N. S.

Your Worship:-

The Mall-Star of May 20, carried a
rgport that at a meeting of the Fort Needham Park Commission
held on the previous day, you were authorized to arrange an
early meeting with the Commission, 1ts technical advisors,
and the Fort Needham Park Commission.

The proposal made by the Halifax Relief
Commission, as discussed with your Commission on April 7,
made 1t clear that if and when our proposal was accepted by
City Council,(this became effective on May 12, 1949),the
Halifax Relief Commission would advance its plans through
consultations with i1ts technical advisors, following which
the Relief Commission would call the Fort Needham Park Com-
mission to a meeting,

Yours very truly,
Halifax Reliefl Commission,

/;Ei”f%f-ﬁffiizLﬂgijgx”'H

R. G. BEAZLEY,
RGB/Y. CHAIRMAN.
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Aprrr 21, 1549

Hon. R. G. BEAzLEY,
CHAIRMAN, Hanrrax FeLrer Coumrssriown,
9 CoLLEGE ST EET,.
Havrrrax, Nova Scovra
]

Dear Mr. BEAZLEY:

] waS VERY MUCH DISAPPOINTED WITH THE STORY
RELATING TO THE GENEROUS OFFER OF THE Ha IFaXx
RELIEF COMMISSION REGARDING ForT NEEDHAN.

THE PAPER CERTAINLY DID NOT PRINT THE STORY
45 I c4vE IT TO THENM.

I ADVISED THEM OF YOUR PLANS, POINTING OU?
THAT IT WAS THE RELTEF COMMISSION'S HEMORIAL
70 THE PEOPLE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE
GREAT CATASTROPHE oF 1917, I FPELT BADLY
WHEN I READ THE ARTICLE BECAUSE I WANTED THE
AeLTEF COMMISSION TO HAVE FULL CREDIT FOR
PROVIDING SOMETHING FHAT THIS CITY HAS LONG
SOUGHT. -

I FELT 7HAT I SHOULD DROP THIS LITTLE NOTE TO

YOU, EXPLAINING THAT IT WAS MY DESIRE TO CHOW
APPRECIATION OF YOUR XKIND OFFER,

Yours vERY TRULY,

JOHN E. AHERN

ARV 05 R
JEA/ Moy
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PHONE L 1228 7

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

April 11, 1949,

Mayor J. E. Ahern,
Mayor of Halifax,
City Hall,

City.

Your Worship:

; In accordance with your request we confirm

our proposal to finance certain permanent improvements of Fort
Needham as a memorial to those who lost thelr lives in the disaster
of December 6, 1917, discussed wlth the Fort Needham Park Commiss-
ion,

The members of the Fort Needham Park Commission
present at the meeting were:

Monsignor C. F. Curran
0. N. L.ane and yourself

The Chairman stated that the Hallifax Relief
Commission proposes to allocate $100,000,00 to this development,
but pointed out that it would be necessary for City Councll to
approve of this proposal and to agree to assume in full the future
maintenance of the Park,

The Chairman also stated to you that a Committee
1s being set up conslsting of the Halifax Relief Commissioners
with Mr R. W. McColough, Mr D. F. MacIsaac and, with your concurrence,
Mr J, P, Dumaresq, to consider detailed plans for the improvements,

The Hon Angus L. MacDonald, who has expressed him-
self as most interested in our proposal, has very kindly agreed to
arrange for Mr McColough to give us his technical advice, snd also
suggested that Mr N, V. Jankov, landscape advisor to the Provincial
Government, would assist us in preparing our plans,.

The Halifax Rglief Commission 1s most anxious to
ensure that this Park development shall be a worthy and permanent
living memorlial to those who lost their lives in the disaster of

® December 6, 1917.

i - Yours very truly, .

Vi Hallfax RelXi C on.
= e S
A .r'- i \\_l Y

W. E. TIBES.
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REPORT OF HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION, é; F)

At the request of the Bpecial Committee appointed to deal with

the Halifax Relief Commission, a delegation composed of Aldermen
Bullivan and DeWolf and City Assessor was appointed to proceed

to Ottawa. This action was confirmed by Council, at a Special Mee-
ting February 8th, 1949,

This delegation met our Federal Representatives Messrs.Isnor and
Dickie, who arranged an appointment with Hon., D. C. Abbott and
favoured and assisted us by their presence at the meeting., At this
meeting which was held in Mr, Abbotts office on February 1lOth, at
8.30 p.m.,, your delegation presented a brief summary of affairs
leading to the request for such a meeting.

Somm m&f ATTACRED

A full discussion foliowed dealing with matters relevant to the
Commission and a most satisfactory hearing was given by Mr.Aboott,
who was amazingly well informed on the subject. Mr. Abbott was
most courteous and expressed himself as sympathetiec to our claim,
while not losing sight of the past and present value of the Board
of Menagement of the Halifax Relief Oommission, with which we
think it is only fair to agree,

Mr, Abbott promised us that within the next few days he would
further discuee the matter with the deputy Minister Dr. Clark

and we might expect some favourable conslderation at a very early
date.

One suggestion we made, which is the one that we feel will be
acted upon, and implemented to a considerable degree was a
payment to the City of $50,000, per year, for 10 years, or a
total sum of $500.000,

It was felt that the Commission could do this quite easily
and that there would still be left am amount ample to take care
of all pensloners and provide a substantial memorial, if desired,




20m A AL
TR . Extract letter Mr. G. B. Tesnor, Oct.23, 19u#:

"In respect to the houses, I have every reason %o

believe that he (Mr. Abbott) is quite prepared to enter
into an asgreement with the City whereby the City will

take over the houses subject to the rights of the present
tenants and other rights which the Halifax Relief Com-
mission might feel hecessary to safeguard their interests.®

8ince the last discussion with Mr, Isnor, the
Relief Commission has started to dispose of their holdings
and up to Febrmary lst had disposed of 32 houses,

As many of tnese houses are attached, in some

cases five under one continuous roof, and with diversified
ownership we can foresee possible silums in the future.
This comment is more or less incidential.

The selling prices we suggest are somewhat low,
but if all the houses are sold on present asking price
the amount that will be obtained is $§771,400.00.

To this must be added commercial buildings and
other residenthal properties,

16 - 4 roomed flats @ $5000. (suggested) $80, 000,
11 -54 " @ 5500, " 66,500,
2-6&7" » @ 5000, " 12,000,

Garage . 7,500,
1020 Robie (20 acres) " 12,000,
74-76 Gladstone - 4 flats " 6,000,
205-9 Russell 8t. " 7,500,
33.35-37 Veith St. @ L4000, " 12,000,
163-5 Windsor - U4 flats " 9,000,
0dd Parcels of land 10, 000,
~§222,500.
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Figures taken from 1947 Statement:

Bonds & Debenttires at cost $9U41,506
Mortgages & Interest
Cash on hand, Bank 17,799.89
Interest due 6,351.96
A.c receivable , 937.53
~$966,595. 38
' Reserve for superan. $19,379.56
" (Oity of Halifax 000. 00

_5%‘3‘—, 79.56 T%.}ls_gs__
922, 215,82
Net Cash Assets

Add: Properties on Oonservative

values, as before menxionedloﬁs,googog $1,068,900,00
$1,991,115.82

$ — 1,991,115.82

Deduct allowansze sug-
gested by Commission

for purchasing Pensions 1,234,872.00 1,254,552.00
(which is too high) 8 756,243,82

Therefore of pensioners were pald off and Commission
wound wp the minimum surplus would be §756,243.82

The amount of taxes which the Commission propoees

to pay in 1949 is $28,679.55, wareas if properties were

owned by an individual, or private corporation, the amount

payable for 1949 would be $§52,966.37. The difference is §24!286.8§

2
MW/ «
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Mayor J.E. Aheam, Jenunry 18/49.
54 South St.,

Halifax,N.S.

: A8 a nembor of Tho Pord lcvedhon Compitteo ocnd a publia
opirited citimem of Inlifax liorth, wo, tho mombers of Tho lipdrostono Horso-
ohoo Club, arv taking this opportunity of presenting to you the problon that
io uppermost {n tho ninds of our organisation and which wo would ask you t0
give your vory cincorc considexution.

In Soptanbor of 1046, a onall group of aport mindod neichbours
in tho Hydrostoho pootion got togbther with tho idea in mind of bullding s
homeshoo piteh, somothing that would orcate o coxmmnity opirit ond give the
ronidento a forg of recroation during tho ourmor oveningse

Tthin a vory short time wo had oreooted tho most up to date
Iomieahod pitohing beds to bo found anyuhore corcss Canndo and this was dono
wth tho full coopomtion of all thoso interosted in the procoduro, who
donatod lumber, nedils, paint, and anything elso that thoy could contributo.

1mthaommnenmetndatw—aﬂﬂmm.mw
upon His Worship, lnyor J.E. Aboarn, to attend tho official oponing and to
mmmmmmmm&mmwmmmmm
Singo that timo wo have oreated an intorest throughout the wholo of Halifax and
oy momboxohip bas growm by leaps and bounds until the prosent roll of ovezr
oighty active nambore.

Anothor point of intorcot is tho foet that the Daily Star thought
onough of the advonture to donnto a vory larpe trophy for the city championship,
ummmnnumboenmnmmnombformmmum.mmw
&vewmmmﬁﬂmtm r alubg, and now bolongs to tho Idrostons
Club ao it'n omn propoxty. Ue elready havo an offer of a now sponsor for a
now trophy this yoors .

During tha Winter scasons whon it wes irmpossiblo to carry on with
mm,onmmmwmfmm,mnmtmmmumtbﬂng
mmmmmmmmwzmuanmw. Ab tho stard
of tho mocond ceason wo utilizod tho basement of 10 Stairs Floco which was po
kindly offored to us by ocur Vice President, A.0. laciiichael, and speco was modo
amwtzgi.mumplmm. At tho start of tho prosent coason it wan
nooossary o p fle noro opaco for the stoadily inorwasing oribboge monborehdp
and egain wo

g

pmmbtim.mnmommﬂna tho only eribboge toumnamont in the oity and aro
playing over oimty namboys ovory lionday night, as the nowspapor itemo will worify.

Howovor, a group of mon as active oo Tho Hydrostons Hoyrsoahoo
Club, men with the dotormination to build a club fron nothing to what it ie
to=day, 1t 40 vory hard to hold down expansion and that {0 cxnotly tho oituation
as it ptando at tho present timo, !0 can not clways stay in an alleywmy noy
in basemonts if wo arc to accomplioh ouyr desirea and for this club to grow

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



o
properiy, until it comes into it's omn o3 ons of the nost popular in tho
antire oity, o pilunneclo that wo are vory repldly reaching, then it will
be nocossnyy Lo colicit some outsids help fran poonlo ouch ag rourscalf tvho
are in a position to pive us the proper advice and to heilp us to roaliso
ouzr anbitions,

i4th the prevent situntion the way 4t 4o, nomaly, tho solling of
the Hydrostone properties, this places us in o very elouded position, and
unless sorething 4s done and done immediately, then three years of hard
work, of commmnity opirit and good fellowship, sportemanship, and entertoinment,
1l all o for nothing and the north end of lelifax vdll epain be vdthout a
non=palitionl, non-geotorian alub whoro all are woleome and nay spend pany
an joyable hours with his neighbour and fallow man.

ind so, wo arc approaching the Fort leedhan Cormittee, to ask for
a annll), portion of land, olther by rontal, grant, or lease, that vo oan tum
into ono of the beauty spots of tho city and to ereot o ruch laxger setup
for horseshoe pltchinz thon wo have at the prosent timo.

e undomstand that 4t is in the power of layor Ahoam to obtain
for uo ono of tho axmy buildinge of the sano type that was used for the Tourist
Pareau on Spring Gerden hoads I suoh a thing is poosible, then wo can do
all our omn renovating, evoyy nanber being more than wiliing to do !is ahare,
and vithin a vory short tine we would be chlo to show the oity something to
bo roally proud of . The proof is in tho seoing of vha® vw havo done to date
with pothing but an alleyvay end tiwo bascuents and wo would auk any menbor
of your commlttoe to pay us a visit on any Imnﬂw nieht and to sec for yourself
Just oxnctiy vhat we are dolng.

One rore iten that io of vast inportonce is tho faot that wo lLavo
mut our shoulders to the vheel this scason in @ apecinl drivo to accumulate
tho necessary funds for expansion and in a porsonal intexview vdth your
compittoe wo will be able to show you how far we havo progressed along these
1lines, boins confident that you will bo greatly impressed with the yesults,

0, The ilydrostone lioroeshos Club Inow that wo have the makings of
a preat olub, one that will be seoond to nono in tho while city, and ono t at
will grow in menmbership snd community spirdt as we expand, and with this ides
in mind, we ask you to give thia letter your vory sericus consideration and
to advise us aocgoxiingly in duo course. In tho neantine, wo would sincoraly
appresiate a visit fyron either yourself or any other member of the committoe
80 that you eould gein firat lhand knowdedpge of our opemtions,

Thanking you in advance for your very kind attention and trusting
that wo will hear fyom you in tho very hear futuro,
Yours very faithfully,
IVIROSTOIE IRICESIEE CLUB.

P JECIETARY,
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HALIFAX
COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE NOVA BCOTIA

AND ACCOUNTS

January 27,1958

CONFIDENTTIAL ?4/\/—-
= Plba?

His Worship, C. A. Vaughan,
City of Halifax,
CITY HALL.

Your Worship:

You have asked me to compile certain data
relating to the Halifax Relief Commission. After going into
this problem extensively I would think that the first thing
I should do here would be to give a history of the Halifax
Relief Commission, which is as follows: -

On December 6, 1917 at 9:05A.M., one of the
most devastating explosions occurred in the City of Halifax, with
a great loss of life, and property damage, and immediately follow-
ing the Explosion, emergency relief was handled by a Committee
which was known as "The Citizens' Relief Committee,

On January 22,1918 His Excellencey the Governor-
General-in-Council appointed the late Honourable Justice T.S.Rodgers,
His Honour W. B, Wallace and F. L. Fowke, Esquire, Commissioners,
under the name of the MHalifax Relief Commission' with power to take
over and receive all unexpended monies and undistributed goods con-
tributed from any source and in any mamner for the relief of the
sufferers, or restoration of the property destroyed or damaged by
the Explosion, and to expend and distribute the same equitably for
the general purpose for which they were supplied and to receive,
subject to the same powers, and for the same purpose, any further
contributions which might come to hand; the application or distribu-
tion of these monies and supplies to be, in the discretion of the
Commission, subject to the direction of His Excellencey-in-Council;
that the said T. Sherman Rodgers shall be the Chairman of the said
Commission and that a majority of the members of the Commission shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The Halifax
Relief Commission was incorporated by Chapter 61 of the Statutes of
Nova Scotia 1918, the said Act of Incorporation being ratified and
confirmed by Chapter 24 of the Statutes of Canada 1918, Therefore the
Commission was given considerable freedom and power, All monies con-

tributed for disaster relief were vested in it and could be used at
the Commissionts discretion.
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His Worship, C. 4. Vaughan (continued)

Town Planning authority was granted for reconstructing
the so-called "devastated area" of 325 acres, The Commission and its
employees, contractors and agents were exempted from Provincial and
Municipal Taxes.

The Commission had received in grants and various kinds
of donations, the amount of $27,165,120.00. They were as follows:

Federal Government Grant -$18, 000, 000,00
Imperial Goverrment Grant 4,815,000,00
Provincial Government Grant 100, 000,00 -
Other Contributions 3,901,327.00
Cash contributions (Insurance)-—————— «00

27 ,165,120.,00

Following are some of the accomplishments of the Com-
mission:

(1) It compensated for property losses sustained by individuals, business,
and part of the City of Halifax claim; in some cases this took the form of
cash settlements, while in others buildings were reconstructed or repaired
at the Commission's expense.

(2) The devastated area was reconstructed according to a Town Plan, which
incorporated new streets, playgrounds and open spaces.

(3) A low rental project known as "The Hydrostone Development" was under-
taken for the benefit of people who had been occupying rental properties des-
troyed by the Explosion.

(4) Financial assistance was given to individuals in the form of pensions,
allowances and medical and surgical care,.

The bulk of the Commission?s work had now been done, and the
chief service then, was the payment of pensions, and the supervision and
provision of medical and surgical care as required, and also the maintenance
and administration of the Coummission's investments and properties.

In 1950 Senator Gordon Bs Isnor and John Dickey, former Member
of Parliament, after consulting with the Chairman and Members of the Commission,
made certain recommendations to the Deputy Minister of Finance, and it was
agreed that in future the Commission would conduct its operations on the follow-
ing basis:

(A) Tt would proceed to sell all real property in an orderly manner.

(B) It would proceed with the development of Fort Needham as a memorial park
and playground. The Fort Needham property was originally purchased by the
Cormission as part of its plan for reconstruction. In 1949 the Commission
decided to have it graded and landscaped to provide a permanent memorial
to those who lost their lives in the Explosion. This work was almost
completed by December 1952. It is understood that the project was first
urged by the citizens of Halifax, and as a condition of receiving financial
asgistance from the Commission, the Ciiy agreed to accept maintenance
charges in perpetuity.
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His Worship, C. A. Vaughan (continued)

(¢) It would ensure that all demands on its funds for pension or compensation,
present and future, were adequately provided for,.

(D) Any surplus, after adequate provision for all claims, would be disposed of
by some method agreeable to the Commission and to the Federal and Provincial
Governments, in conformity with the general purposes for which the fund was
originally established.

There was some doubt in the minds of certain people as to whether
the Federal or Provincial Govermments had the power to dispose of any surplus.
At this point it might be appropriate to attempt to clarify the legal status of
the Commission and the Federal Government?!s relation to it. On several occasions
uncertainty has arisen as to the authority which the Federal Government may legally
exercise over the Commission. These will be reviewed briefly:

LEGAL STATUS

‘.«/i} First it might be well to mention the specific reference which
¥~ the Provincial status ' made to the Federal Govermment and its authority.

(4) The Govermor General-in-Council wes authorized to appoint members of the
Commission to replace vacancies,

(B) Monies which were vested in the original Commission of Inquiry by order-in-
council were vested in the new Corporation.

(C)  Al) powers which the order-in-council conferred on the members of the Com-
missicon of Inquiry were given to the newly incprporated Commission.

The Act of Parliament which ratified the Provincial (5t a.tus; also
provided for auditing of the Commission's accounts as prescribed by the Governor-
in-Council,

In 1948 the Provincial @was examined with a view to de-
termining the extent to which the Federal Government had been given jurisdiction
over the Commissionts affairs. At this time a Commission report to the Governor-
in-Council recommended repeal of the Town Planning provisions of the Provincial

—-status, Shortly afterwards the Province passed repealing legislation, but the
question remained if this action required the Governor-in-Council?ts approval.
The Solieitor to the Treasury's opinion was that "the statute is prima facie within
Provincial jurisdiction. It provides however for appointments by the Governor-
in-Council; for the transfer of funds from a Commission established by the Dominion
to the Commission; and for the exercise of power under Dominion legislation., It is
submitted that the confirmation of the statute by the Parliament of Canada was in-
tended only to relate to these matters and to confirm them in so far as the authority
of Parliament was necessary, The Provincial Legislature is quite at liberty to
repeal the Town Planning provisions of the Act and also the provision that no tax
or fee of a Provincial character be levied against employees of the Commission.™
Subsequently the Deputy Minister of Justice advised that the provisions which the
Commission wish to appeal were within authority of the Province, and would not be
affected by confirmation of Parliament.

In December of the same year, the Chairman of the Commission asked
the Minister of Finance if it would be in order for the Commission to contribute
funds to the Fort Needham memorial.
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