
COMPUTATIO~J OF CITY OF HALIFAX CLAIM AGAINST HAI.J:FAX R!!;I.IEr' co:,iMISS!ON 

FOR CURRENT TAXES ON TaI'AL ASSF..SSMENT. AND OTHER I TEl~S 

FOR PERIOD 1922-23 TO 1957 INeLUSIVE 

TAX DOLLARS 

TOTAL ASSESS!.1ENT FOR PERIOD 1922-23 TO 1957 INCLUSIVE ---------------~ 32,096,430.00 AT RI:LATING TAX RATES ---------------------~, 1,275,020.93 

FIXED ASSESSMEr{T FOR PERIOD 1922-23 TO 1957 Ii•ICLUSIVE ---------------- 13 ,842, 450.00 AT RELAT!lr<i TAX RATES 
(PAID TO CITY OF HALIFAX)---------- 544,281.38 

TaI'AL EXEMPTED ASSESSi.i.ENT -------------------------------------------~ 18,253,980.00 DIFFER~WE IN TAX REVE"!UB----------------- .~ 730 , 739.55 

INTEJ?S_ T 4% PER ANNill.~ FOR PERIOD 
1922-23 TO 1957 I ] CLUSIV3-----------------<p 623,305.68 

IN SETTLE :ENT OF oun CLAn: DATED 
JA;mARY 13, 192 7, 1/3 OF T~ 1 ~ CITY 
OF liALiFAX CLAIM WAS NOT ALLOWED-----------~ 170,256,84 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE CITY OF HALIFAX--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 1,524,302.07 

March 10,1958. 
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H A L I F A X R E L I E F C 0 ;,1 !.~ I S ~ I 0 l ! 

BALANC E S HEET 

NOV.:.!: MBE R 3 o, 1 9 5 5 

A S S E T S 

l'r.operti8 !'; ( book value ) ...••..••...••.•...••.•..••••• ·~ 170,479.85 
Invcstr.icntu : 

Bonds and debentures (book v_lue) ••••••. :'.;.817,725.00 
r4ortg·1r:es receivable and a~-reement.s 

of sale ••••••.•••..•••• ~pSl 7, 2e9. 85 
LESJ : 

Allowance ror discount 
t1n sale price of 
houses sold •••••••••••• 50,850.10 406,459.75 

Furniture, fixtures and 
eci ui pmcr1 t . ................... ......... . 

L,~~15 : 

Accw~iula ted allov:ance 
for de preciation ...................... . 8, 651.HS 

Current Assets: 
Cash on hand and in bank •••••..•.•.•..•• 26,184.21 
In tet•ast accrued on bonds 

and debeilt ures. • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . . . . . • . • 16, 185 .03 
Accounts recclvable •••••.••• 108 .25 
LES3: 

Allov1~:ice for uncollected 
rcntz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107. 25 

Deferred Char; es: 
I nsuranc:e premi urns unexpired ••...••••••• 
Supplies and m:iterials on h<J.nd •• •••••. • 

1.00 

295.23 
25?.88 

1,304,164.75 

555.47 

;,g ,370 . 24 

53.) .11 

LIABILITizc-

rensicn funct ac count ••••....•..... ..... ...... .. ....... . .. .. .•. ., 1,095 , 27G. BO 

~Pner1.1 reserve ..•.... . .•................. .... . . 106, 641 .15 

Surplus arising fro:11 s1le of 

LVB~ : 

pror'e>rtil" S •••• ?.?'.!., 57'7 . 85 

·.~-q r1 lr>l! o ch tP. i:n . 
connect.ion •i.i. th 'Jevelop-
ment of i~e;norial fark .•.... 14fi, '. >7H . G4 

u 
Reserve f or lo~s by fire 

124, 599 .2~ 

on uni n~ured rrorcr t:. s .. ......... .. ........ . ....... . ' . .. . . . . . 

Contributions to ~t ff :~u per~n::i113tion 

Fu .d, l ess p:r -ment~ to re tired staff .••••• • . .•..••••. . .. .•• 

/\.ccour11~s oa"{.1.nle ............................................. . 

230 ,940 . 56 
1,:526,217.lG 

76,288.70 

110, 831. 55 

1,706.01 

~_, 1, 615,103 . 42 
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HALIFAX R r. L I E F C 0 ~I iv! I S S I 0 N 

CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

A S A T N 0 V E M B E R ~ 3 , 0 ,. l 9 5' 5 

.;,..GRA!JTS, COJTRIGUTIWS Aim REV.~NUE 

... , 'ederal Govermr.E'nt Grants .................................... .,, 
mperial Government Grants ••.••.•...••••••• •. •.••••••.•••• 
nsurn.nce contributions •.•.................................. 
)ther contributions •........••... .......... . ............... 

10,000,000 . 00 
4 .t815' O:,,J . ()0 

348,792.78 
4,oor:,240 • .se 

let revenue as at November SO, 19 55 •••..•.••.••••.•....•.••••.•..•.....•.....• 2,924,207.73 

·';.30, 094,240. 89 

E X P 3 N D I T U R E S 

Emergency relief ••••••••••.•••.... $ 31970,808.76 
Claims and reconstruction •••.•••••• 20,231, 727. 45 ~~ 24 ,202, 536.21 

Pensions and Medical services as 
at November 30, 1955 •••••.•••••••.•.•....•. 

Leavine available for the payment of 
pensi ons and Uedical services., etc •••••••••• 

4,665,086.73 

1,226, 617 .95 

-:~ 30,091,240.89 
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.. 
HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 

~ TOTAL ASSESSMfilIT ~ PLUS HoWoTo !QTAL AMJUNT FIXED ASSESSMEN°I _!ATE PLUS HnWoTo TOTAL AMOUNr 

1922-3 $ lplOO_p.OOOo 3.:ilO 1/10 ot 1% 35p200.00. Exempted 3.;io 1/10 of 1% 
1923-4 lplOO,OOOo 3o25 11 369850.00 ti 3 .. 25 It 

1924-5 1,100,0000 2 .. 99 It 3.lp990.00 II 2o99 II 

1925-6 i,000,0000 3c.OS II 31,800000 ti Jo OS II 

1926-7 750,000. 3o24 ti 25,050 .. 00 ti Jo2t. " 
1927~8 l,11000gOOO. 3•.39 II 34,900.00 500g000o 3o39 II 17,450000 
1928-9 1,000,0000 3.,55 ti 36,500000 ~ooilooo., 3o55 II 18,250000 
1929-.30 l»000,000. .3046 II 35,600 .. 00 500.t>OOO" 'Jo/.JJ u 171800.,00 
1930-31 111000,000. 3o46 11 35,600000 5001 0000 · ~ 46 ;,Jo " 17,800000 
1931-32 11000,0000 3o45. ti 36,500000 500,000o 3o45 . ~I 17,750.00 
19.32-3.3 l.11000siOOOo 3o40 " 35~000000 500p000o 3 .. ,40 te 17,500000 
1933-34 l 1000p000o 3o40 II 35, 000.,00 473,000o .3 ol.o pt 16,555000 
1934~35 lp000p000o 3.46 " 35.i>600o00 497S/775o 3o~ih ~ 17,720080 
i935 ... 36 lplOOstOOOo 3o56 " 40i;260900 496,7750 3 .. 56 II 18,182.19 
1936 ... 37 lplOOilOOO .. 3o5J II J9p,930o00 496,?50r. 3o5J II 18,032028 
1937-38 lplOO»OOO~ 3 .. 62 If 40;.9l20o00 5001 000c 3o62 ti l8_p600o00 
19.38-39 1,100»000., Jo71 01 4lg.910o00 450s000o 3o'71 It 1711145000 
1939-40 l 9 10osi000o 3~72 " 42j>020o00. 400,000o 3o72 n 15,280000 
1940-41 lsilOO,OOOo 3o74. ti 42,240000 400,000. 3o74. II 15.11360000 
1941-42 lilOOsiOOOo 3o74 II 42.11240000 400,000o 3o74 " l5pJ60oOO 
1942-43 lpl76.11700o 3o78. " 45~655096 500,000o .3o7S " 19,400000 
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•Page 3• 

TCYr.AL ASSEs.HNT RATE PLUS HDWoT-o . TOTAL AMOUNT. P'm:D ASSESSXENT - RATE PUJS HDWoTo TOTAL AMOUNT 

1952 15»000. B.R, 10.06. NIL 15,000~ . B~R; lO~o6 NIL 
234i900~ RoRo . .3050 " 9.P730.50 234,-900D -RoR. 3.50 " 9,730.50 

195.3 . 15,000~ . B~R~ 10~17 " is;.oo.o; . B.R~ 10;!.7 " 185,100.. R.R.. .3. 'l2 " 8.,411..'22. l8~J.~- R.R. .3072 11 e,411.22 

1954 15,000.o B.&. 10 .. 19 " is.;ooo.~ . ..a..Jk_ 10;.i.9 " 169,400. R.R. .3--74 . " 7.S64...o6 l.69.,_400~ ·- - ~~ 3.74, " 7,864.06 . - . . 
1955 l?»OOO. B~R. 9~95... . It i5;000~ . a;a; 9~95 " 

1~2,000 ... R.R~ j.73_ " 7~96..60 l52!0Cl0.:·· R.R. 3 .. 73 If 7,196.60 

1956 18,.300. -B.R~ 4o85 " 18~.300~. B .. R~ 4~85 n 

436,000. . RoRo J..50. " 7,427...55 ~~000~ RoR ;, lo50 tt'r 7,427.55 

.l.957 28,700... Bolte' 4:ss " 2s.;.sso.:. B~R~ 4~8'.S... " . 502~00 ..... Roll~ 1.85. " . ~8.20 453.~QO.... JL.R .... 485. It 9.,6.37 o9.3 

$32, 096" 4.30 0 • ~5p-0.20...93 ro,s42, '4 so.~ .. • ~l • .38 

COMPILED DEC. 31/57. 
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HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 

YEAR - TOTAL ASSESS~ ~ PLUS HoWoTo TOTAL AMJUNT FIXED ASSESSMBNT RATE PLUS HoWoTo TOTAL AMOUNT 

1922-J $ 1,100$-000o 3ol0 l/10 of 1% 35,200.00 Exempted 3~10 1/10 of 1% 
1923-4 1,100,0000 3o25 " 36,850.00 1t 3~25 " 
1924-5 l,lOO,OOOo 2o99 ti 33.11990000 II 2a.99 " 
1925-6 1,000,000. 3.os " 31,800.00 II 3o08 II 

1926-7 750,000. 3.24 It 25,050000 II :h2t. " 
1927·8 1,000,000. 3.39 II 34,900000 500~000. 3.;39 " 17,450.00 
1928-9 1,000,000. 3.55 rt J6p.500o00 500,000o 3o55 II 18,250.00 
1929-30 l,p000,000. 3.46 fl 35,600.00 500~000;. ;. .. i.o ii 17,800.00 
1930-31 1,000,000. 3.46 II 35,600000 5001 0000 Ja46 II 17,800.00 
1931-32 l,OOO,OOOo 3.45 fl 36,500000 500,000 .. 3r.45 ·u 17.,750.00 
1932-3.3 11 000,000a 3o40 " 35,000oOO 500,000. 3a40 " 17,500.00 
193.3-34 1,000,000. 3o40. " 35.1)000.00_ 473.l)OOOo 3a l~O tf 1611555.00 
1934c35 1,000,000. Joi.ii " 35r-600~00 497,7750 J.Lp ~ 17,720.80 
19J5cJ6 1,1001 0000 3a56 If 40~260900 496,775. 3.56 u 18,182.19 
1936-37 1,100,000. 3o53 II .39~930.00 J._9f,., 750~ Jo5J II 18,032.28 
1937-38 1,100,000 ~ 3o62 II 40f9120.00 500,000~ 3o62 fl 1811600.00 
1938-39 11100»000. Jo.71 " 41.g.910 ... 00 450iOOO. 3.'71 ii 17,145000 
l939-.40 1,100,000 .. 3~72 " 42~020 .. 00 400,000. 3.,72 " 15.ll280 .. 00 
1940~41 l.Pl00,000. 3o74. II 42~240 .. 00. 40011000. 3a74. 11 15.P360.00 
1941-42 1;100.POOO. 3.74 II 42"'240.00 400g000o 3.74 ti 15,360.00 
1942·43 1,17611700. Jo78. " 45,655.96 500.llooo .. 3a78 II 1911400000 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



-Page 2-

YEAR TOTAL ASSESSMENI' ~ PLUS HoWoTo TOTAL AMOUNT Fmr ASS&SSMENT RATE PLUS HoWoTo '!_CYr AL AMOUNT - -....--

1943""4 lgl7li 7000 BoRo 4o25 1/10 of 1% 495$>0000 BcRo 4o25 1/10 of 1% . 
5g000o Ro Ro 3o50 52~o95 5g000o RoRo .3050 2lg712o50 

i944 .. 5 1.9148,8000 B.Ro 4o85 II 495~0000 BoR. 4ciS5 ii 

5,000.a.. R..Ro Jo50 57i'045Q60 5?~ Ro Ro 3 .. 50 249682050 

1945 1"147 8 4_00., B .. R~ 4 .. 75. 495~0000 BoRo 4 .. 7; II 

5i000o RoRo 3o50 55_p828c90 5.POOOo RoR•o 3o50 24il8'7o50 

1946 1"1241)2300 BoRo 5.,2; ft 495.POOO., BoRo 5025 Ii 

5»000" Ro Ro .3050 60gJ26o3l 5.9000~ Ro Ro 3o50 269662050 

1947 1al03g050o BoRo 6oS2 ti 445~0000 BoRo 6 .. a2 ti 

590000 RoR• .3050 76.9511006 5 ~0000 Ro Ro 3o50 30~74o00 

1948 1920390500 B .. Ro 6 063 NIL 4459000~ BoRo 606~ NIL 
590000 Ro Ro 3o50 81.9145027 5i000~ RoRo .3050 29~678050 

6080 ,:~ ' 6aBO 1949 2895000 Bo Ro ~I 2~5000 BoRo II 

713i650a RoRo 3 .. 50 f1 26_p9l5o75 7139.650., RoRo Jo50 " 2611915075 

1950 l8p500o BoRo 6075 if l8p500o BoRo 6075 II 

507g050o RoRo J .. 50 e1 18p995.50 507$050., R.,R. 3o50 $! 1811995050 

1951 15,000a B.Ro SalO " 15~000. BoR• 8010 II 

308,7000 .RQRo J.?O n 12,019050 .308,700 .. RoR. 3.50 °' 12.P019.50 
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Mr. A. A. DeBard,Jr. , Cit7 Manager, 

L. M. Romkq, Comd.saioner ot Finance, 

January 9, 1958 

Our local Member ot Parliament, Mr. Edmund Morris, 
; 

called me on the telephone 19sterday from Ottawa and told me that 

at the moment it was impossible to" get reservations at any Hotel 

in Ottawa !or the present and up to and including January 19th, 

aleo that it waa not coRTenient tor me to go through certain tiles 
j • 

which the Cit7 ot Halifax are interested in at the present time, 

80 therefore he is reserrtng a room at the Chateau Laurier, starting 

the night of January 19th, and ia ~.ng an appointment for me 

on Mqnday, Janqar,y 2oth. Thi• he is can1"i.rming b:r letter, 80 

therefore I will be learlng by air on Sundq, January 19th, tor 

Ottawa, to secure the information which the Finance Committee 

request.a, on a certain subject. 

• 

~~6 L. Me ROMKEY 
OOMMISSIONER OF FINAN . LMRflI 

J 
Copy to -His Worship Charles A. Vaughan 

'· 

• 

I 

... 
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To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

His \forship, Mayer C. A. Vaughan, 

City Assessor, J. F. Thomson, 

January 2, 1958. 

Halifax Relief Commission. 

Further to your request regarding taxation on the property 

of the above named Commission, the following information is 

submitted: 

Total taxes payable on the 
property from 1922 to 1957: 

At the residential rate 

At the merged rate 

JFT/NP 

••• 

••• 

$ 1,,127,110.77. 

$ 1,261,223.20. 

CITY ASSESSOR. 

J 
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CQf:tMENT§ RE THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION, 

March 11, 1957. 

Some few years ago I made an e:xaminc.tion of the 
financial status of The Halifax Relief Commission, as it was always 
my impression that the City was not fully rei mbursed for the claim they 
submitted to the Commission, after the Lisaster. 

As there was some doubt of the ability of t he Comm­
ission to pay the claim. and still retain sufficient funds t o t ake care 
of the Pensioners, the clai~ for th~ full amount was dropped in favour 
of the P0nsioners. 

- ~re-JJ.io"s 
At tne 1time~I looked into the matter, I wa s fully 

satisfied thot there was sufficient ~oney to take car e of the Pensioners, 
with sufficient left to provide the ~ity with a subst anti al sum, 

About that time, I had occassion to go to Ottawa, on 
City business together with two other Aldermen and Mr. J. F. Mfl c1'1anus,, 
who was then City Assessor. 

A meeting was arranged for us with Mr. Abbot, then 
Minister of Finance, by S~nator G. B. Isnor. 

Mr. Abbot provided U G vith a full op ortunity of 
presenting our case and advised us that he would be 1t1illing to 
recommend that the City be paid from i25 1000.oo to $50 1 000.00 per 
year, out of the surplus funds of the Commission •r Dr. Clri rk, the 
Deputy Minister agreed. However, Dr. Clark, later, disagreed with the 
proposal and the ma.tter was dropped, 

As far as the writer was concerned the matter was 
not forgotten but shelved for further discussion. 

I ~ve now before me the financial statement of the 
Commission for 1955. Statement for 1956 has not yet been issued. 

However, the 1955 statement presents sufficient date. 
that makes one feel th~ t the matter might again be presented. 

I find that the assets show a value of $1,5111 915.00 
while the sum of $1,,082,628.00 has been set up as a reserve for 
payment to pensioners agreed to by the Department of Pensions as 
being sufficient on a 2% basis (which is a very low yield to-day) 

The surplus, therefore, from the statement, which I 
claim is P- very cor.servative one, shows as $429 1 287.00. 

contin~ea •••••••••• 
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I base my cla im to the stat ement being ultra cons~rv~tive 
on varL:ms fe.ct.'.)rs. 

1st. Amongst the assets are unsold pro,erties listed as follows:-

l - k ;. roomed house 

1- 5~ " " 
16 - Jour rocmed flats 

11- 50 n 

2- 6 to 7 " 
" 

Business Property 

4 Wooden Houses 

Va.cant Land 

VJ...LUE 
SHOWN ON STATLMEft 

$ 2,000 . 0') 

27200. 00 

64,000. 00 

49,500. 00 

ll,000.00 

15,ooo.oo 
20,100.00 

3,8,6,00 
f16s,256. oo 

lf.Y CJHSFFVl·TIVE 
ESTIMATE. 

$ 5,000.,00 

5,500.00 

i2s,ooo.oo 
99,000.00 

is,000. 00 

30,000 . 00 

40,000 . 00 

3,856,.oo 
iJ29, 3 56 .. -oo--

The above shows an increa~e in m~rket value over boak 

value of slightly over $1601 000. 00 and might be much greater, if there 

is r·my appreciable amount of l<>nd . -rc &t :t.cJd, 

The actual surplus, at this point, is ther·?fore not less 

than $589 1 000 . 00 

continued., ••••••• ••• • 
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We now come to pensioners allowances and fund provided 
to take care of same based on a 2% table. This fund may bo quite high 
when one considers th: t the explosion took place forty years a go and the 
largest amount of the pensions is payable to widows and f or general 
disability, the former (50) $441 598.00 and the latter (24) $121 912.00. 

There is no inform~tion r egarding ages, but it must be 
reas:>nable to assume tha. t in the case of widows the aver~ ee age wo1.lld 
be not less than 65 and that, vith normal life ·expectancy, payment 
for these pensioners will be reduced fairly r apidly. 

In the case of those receiving pensions for eye 
disibility the number was 102 at the end of 1955 and the total payment 
$28,225.00 per year. This is no doubt lower to-day. 

OPERl·TION COE.I§.. 

At the present thare appears to be 36 properties man.ap.ed 
and owned by the Commission from which a total r ev·. nue of $26,368.00 
is shown as being r eceived, while against same f or taxes, rep ~ irs etc. 
is the amount of $29 1 172.00. 

I shall not .comment on this but would point put that 
if those properties were sold fer the amount I have suggested as being 
reasonable, the Commission would have an income of qver .8151 000.00 'f<-"'1' '·1 
(at 5%) instead of the small loss it has shown. 

The small loss does not take int o consider~tion the 
CO !:t of ar~ministration. 

. . 
The administration is seemingly r esponsible for 

collecting amounts due through agreement of sale, managing the ; 6 
properties and issuing cheques to about 175 pensioners, about 160 
monthly end ri bout 75 h~ lf yearly. 

All of this could be h~ndled by a Trust Co~p~ny for less 
than : 5,000. 00 per yeer, while the actual cost under Com:':is r- ion manage­
ment is, i n p ~· rt, ~s follo\.'S 

Plea se see page 4. 
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continued - co~t under Commission management 

Sal aries & Stipends 
Printing & St?tionary 
Lighting~ he· ting 
In~urance 
Telephone 
Po ~tage 
Audit fee 
General office ex~ense 

TOTAL 

$l3,720 . 00 
613. 00 
718 . 00 

66 . 00 
136 . 00 
176 . oo 

1 , 200 . 00 
1,311 . 00 

$17, 940 . 00 

Dif fer ence between estimate of Trust Compr ny cost and 
Commi s sion Cost about $13,000 , 00 per anr:um. 

The total yearly cost, as at the end of 1955 to 
Pensioners ( s i nce r educed) was:-

Widows ~ de; cndents 
Gener~l Disibility 
Eye Lisibility 

The total cost of management, if 
remaining properties were sold and 
operated by a Trust Company would be 

Reven~e f~om Securities 
Additional r :venue after sale 
of remaining properties 
Net s~vings through Trust Co . 
management (~1:,000 . - tsooo) 

$35,000 . 00 

151 000 . 00 

s,000.00 
iss, 000 . 00 

$44., 59g . 00 
12,912. 00 
28,225.00 

$85,735.00 

58,00Q,OO 
$27,735;00 

continued •• • ••••••• • 
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If securities were sold and money invested in first 
mortgages there would be almost sufficient income to pay the yearly 
amount due the pensioners to-day and when all the pensioners ~ere paid 
off the ~resent capital of about $11 5001 000 . 00 

1
would be intact, in 

fact it should be consi~erably greater .under Trust Company management end 
due to the fact that the amount paid for pensions decreases yearly. 

In this respect, it is noted that nine· pensioners died 
during 1955. On this mo:btailty basis the fund could e·asily carry the 
pay~ments to pensioners without taking money from c~p'ital account, within 
the next four or five years under Trust Company management and also with­
out any change in present investment ~~~ti~, but ~ubject to sale of 
reme.ining properties . "'°"'"(" 1' D · 

No reflection 1 s intended , in these comt:!ents ,upon the 
management and, should the time ever come, that the changes I heve 
suggested were brought about, I feel that those responsible for ~rrying 
on this commission,and have followed the wishes o! the Finance Department 
of the Federal Govermnent,should be fairly compensated and if the present 
pension fund of $120,0241 68 as at 1955 is not sufficiently large, it 
could be augmented from Capital, without dangerously imparing the Capital 
Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J • G. DeWolf, 
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Mr. s. J. Perkin•. 
Room 5 1 

~cember 12a 1955. · 

19 Eaat Canon Pel'dido 5troet, . 
Seate Borbara1 CaliJoroio. 

Dea~ Sir: 

I ackuewledgo your letter of December 
6. After checking witb tho Holi1ax Relief Com­
mis•ioo I find that (1) tboae killed aumbored 
16351 (2) injured were 9000 aod (3) 199 loat their 
e1e•ight during the Holif ox Exploaion. Theao •pparentl,y 
are tho actuQl iiguroa tho C saioo baa oo reco~d. 

.. 

-

Youra very truly, 

L. A. Ki'-2• 
MAmR • 

/ 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



• 

The Honourob1.o w. E. Horri1 1 
Hloiste~ of Flnenco1 
Ottm:a 4, Ontario. 

Door ?!r. Hertio: Rt: HalUg Jqliqf C9s;i•gipn 

I ochnowlodgo with thanka your lottor of 
Oct.obor 26. 

The City of Halifax has a bi-tmc system. 
Persons who live 1a their orm boaoo p~y ut tbc ~oto 
of $3.60. ell othora ot tho Poto o! $9.95. 

It uns only the last fou yoars indeed that 
• received payccnt at the $3.So r:ito prior to tbGt w 
got o aucb Genllor contribution. 

We aro also anxioas to Gee o laroe lot of 
laad J.doolly auitod Joi- industrial p11rpoiJes1 which is 
CK!DOd by the Cocxiioalon put to that pnrpoGo. 

LAK:flf . 

Yours vory truly, 

L. A. Kitz, 
r.!AlOR. 

• 
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LL-_] ~( /"'- r . ~ .d."7-<-~ 

The mayor, 
City Hall, 
Halifax, N. S. 
Canada. 

Your Honour: 

Ruom 51 

19 EAST CANON PERDIDO STREET 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 

December 6, 1955. 

DEC 9 ~ 

.¥1AY.OR'..S .OF:FJC! 

On this 28th anniversary of halifax Explosion I, as 
one or the closest survivors, ~ould like to know the official 
casualty figures of that disaster. Reference books at our librru 
give the death toll as aoythin~ from 12\JO to 1800 but I r.ouJ.d 
like to use more authentic figures in a talk I am preparing. 
There were, at t !!e time, fantastic Tllla)urS of the mmber of 
people blinded by flying glass, but I dont bU.t?fl06e you would 
have any data on tnat. 

Would you be so ki.."ld as to advis$ me by return AIR 
MAIL, the most oi'f ici6.l figures of (1) killed, (2) i."ljured ana, 
if available, (5) loss of eyesight. } (, 3 ~,... CJ ()--r• -:..' 

\q q 
Thank you in anticipation. 

~·v·~~ 
s. J. Perkina 
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His Worship, 
Mayor L. A. Kitz, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mayor Kitz: 

/ 

Ottawa 4, 
October 26, 1955. 

Ref erring you 
September 16th, I have receiv. a reply from 
the Halifax Relief Commission regarding the 
payment Of baxes be bhc 9H1:r' of Halifax. 

I am advised by the Chairman 
that the Commission is paying the regular rate 
of $3.50 per hundred on the assessed value of 
their pro perties, being the same rate the City 
would charge if all the properties they hold 
were privately and separately owned. Accordingly, 
I find it difficult to understand your statement 
that "we hope that the Commission may be 
terminated before too long or at least, this body 
called upon to pay normal taxation". 

or:r 2C -
~~ .... ....._, ___ _ 
~~S OEEICE 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



Fi s '~orship L.~ . Kitz, 
r.:ayor of Hali tax, 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear I.Ir. Kitz: 

MINISTER 

OF' 

PUBLIC WORKS 
September 23, 1955 

Thank you f or your let of September 8, 
1955, in vv-hich you brought to my tention t.l]e tax 
condition which exists in Hali ax with respect to the 
Ea1·rax Relief Commission. 

Since receiving your letter, I have had an 
opp9rtunity of discussing this matter here in Ottawa 
with John Dickey. It's also under review by the 
De~artment of Finence and I shall probably be in a 
positi on to provide you with f urther i nf or mation on t h is 
sub ject i n due course. 

Yours v ery truly, 
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# , 

Honourable \Yaltor narri•• 
Mioistor o.f Finance. 
tiouac of Com:x>na. 
OttD\Yaa Ontario. 

Soptombcr 23. 1955. 

, 

. 
Honourabio Sir: RA; lial,fax RPliRf c.m&&11ion 

I thank you for your lottor of Soptembor 

2:? and a't'16it ;.rour rep!~ 'dth intorcot uftoZo you .. 
havo bod au opportunity of obtaining ~ report 1E'Olll 

tha Chairman of the Comnisa1on. 

LAK :HW. 

Yours vory truly. 

L. A. Kit21 
!tn'Oft. 

-
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His Worship, 
Mayor L. A. Kitz, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mayor Kitz: 

Ottawa 4, 
September 22, 1955. 

I have your letter of September 
26th with reference to the payment o~s by 
the Halifax Relief Commission.~ -----

I am looking into this question 
and will write to you when I get a report from 
the Chairman of the Commission. 

Yours very tr.uly, · 

; tf /Ir~ 
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Hoooaroble Walter Horris, 
Ula11ter of Finance, 
Hou•o of COm10os 1 
OTl'AWA 1 ONTARIO. 

Dear Sir: 

September 16, 1956. 

A few day' ago I sent the following lotter 
to Mr. Robert Wint.or•: 

"Tho Relie! Com:alssioa owa1 coaaide~ablo amount 
of property in this City and thoy pay a porceot.ago 
of taxes only on this property. I hove been instructed 
by t.ho IJoli!ex City Coaocll to enquire uhot plans the 
Government bas regarding the tloli!ax Relief Cormaissioa 1 

a bpdy 11hich was sot up aftor tho Halifax Explosion, 
which occurred on Docember 6, 1917. I believe the 
Coaaissign has !unda in which to carry out thftir pen1ioa 
commitment• and we hope that the Coaoisaion may be ter­
minated bcforo t.oo long or at loast1 this body called 
upon to pay normal t.~xotion. 

I may just adda thoao •urpluaos which tho Commis11on 
built up through the years aaa bo traood t.o the tax 
oxomptioa• on thoir rontod propertiBs . which they held in 
thia City." 

I have since learned that the Relief Coamlaaion 
comes ~der your jarisdlction aod I would be pleased if \ 
you woald bo good enough ~o coo1idor tho purport. of th& '-
above lottor. 

• 

LAK:Hlf. 

Dictated sept. 15/55. 

Yours very truly • 

L. A. Kitz1 
MAYOR. 
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Mayor L. A. Kitz, 
Halifax, 
N. S. 

Your Worship:-

House of Corn.m.ons 
Canada 

September 13, 1955 

Re- Halifax Relief Commission ~ 
Thank you for the copy of the letter sent to Hon. 

R. H. Winters re the above. Mr. Dickey and I have discussed 
the matter of the Relief Commission several times with the 
former Minister of Finance. 

This organization actually comes under his juris­
diction. On receipt of a reply by you from the Minister of 
Public Works (Bob is now Public Works) we will go into this 
further with you. 

Sru3:s 

Yours very t~y, 

f. /{.If~ .. 

SAMUEL R. !ALCOM, 
M.P. Halifax 

-
Ganadale F.astern Gateway 
to World IJarkets. 
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SOpt«:bol' 8 8 1955 .. 

Roa. Robert H. Uintora. 
tUDiatoc- o! ·ncaourcoo ond Do'Volopaoqr.. 
Ot~. ontorlo. 

Doo:r Ur. tl!Dlator: 

Tho nelict COl:QS.asloa oua• coo1idorable 
a::JOUDt of prc}PC)rty In tbi• Citi oad tboy poJ 0 
porcoa\ago ol to~oa QD.\y on th a peoporty. I bavo 
heon inetructod b:1 \bo HolUmc C1t1 Council ~ 
ca~lro chat plaos tho Govonsaoat .boo ro;ardlr:ag tbo 
Halifax Rollol COrxitaatoa. o body ttbich a a soi up 
ftor t ho f.alitcx C:Xploolon. icb occurred oo 

Doc r 6. 1917. I believe .tho CGalleaieo ho• faadl 
la micb '° corry oat tbeiP poo:Jloe CCWZllt.conta and 
uo hopo \bot tho Comialoa any bo torc1not.od boforo 
too lono o~ at loooc, tb!o body callod upon to pc1 
DO:r»l t.mllltion. 

I DD:/ Joat odd, thcao auploaoe vbich ~ho 
r,ocal••ioa bollt up throaoh t ho ~o ~o bo trococl 
to th t.oa c~tioa• ou tbol~ roat.od proport.1011 
'1hlotr-tbo1 bold la tbi1 City. 

Yours vory iiiu17. 

CX>PIES io Hoa. J. H. Dicko1. 
HOD. • R. Dolcoc • 

.. 
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PHONE L 1221 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 

His Worship, 
Mayor A. Kitz, 
City of Halifax, 
City Hall, 
City. 

Your Worship: 

1311 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

June 2, 1955. 

Your request that the Halifax Relief 

Commission pay to the City of Halifax, ID\lnicipal taxes 

based on the $9.95 rate, for the property the Commission 

holds in this City was deferred until our next meeting, 

as we did not have a full meeting of our Commission. 

Yours truly, 

Halifax Relief Commission. 

E. W. CROOKS. 
SECRETARY-MANAGER. 
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PHONE L 122B 
/~~ -z;_r-;; d P6 ' 

/(.~ ~ ia l,,...,~ ·~ ' • · 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION ff. ~ f'J ..._ l\ 
139 YOUNG STREET ~ 

His Worship, 
Mayor L. A. Kitz, 
City of Halifax, 
City Hall, 
City. 

Your Worship: 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

May 16, 1955. 

We aclmowledge your letter of May 13th, 

requesting that the Commission pay to the City of Halifax, 

Municipal taxes based on the $9.95 rate, for the year 1955. 

This request will be considered at the 

next meeting of the Commission, and we will then inform you 

of our views on this matter. 

EWC/Y. 

Yours truly, 
Halifax Relief Commission. 

E. W. CROOKS. 
SECRETARY-MANAGER. 

,. 
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Halifax Rel1of Co 1sa1on• 
139 Young Strc;'ot , 
Halifax, .T. s. 

Gentl en :-

May 13, 1955 

Tlt~re 1s a rt'solution of the H 11fax C1ty 
Cottnoil requeat1nr- thnt your l)ody pay t tho aty of 
!alifo.x '1uu.tc1'?01 TaXos ba ... ~ on t~ a ~ .95 rate. for t·he 
prooorty you hold 1n th1a City, for tho yenr 19.55. 

I o.o aocordillgl.J" requoet1ng that fJlU (to ao, and I 'hOul.a 
appreciate your co 1 ents -. 

LAlt/en. 

L . A. K1tz, 
nAYOB 
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llR . F. l' . 
SECRE TA R Y 

139 YOUNG 
HALIFAX, 

BUTCHER, 
HA. 1 IFAX h ELI EF 

STREET , 
N 0 v A <' co T I .A. 

SEPTEMB ER 11, 1952 

] HAYE FOR ACKNOWL EDGMENT YOUR LETTER OF 

SEPTEMBER 3RD RE THE OLD ABATTOIR PPOPFRTY 
SITUATED ON "' LANE L J:".A.DING FROll GoTTI "IG EN S T n.EFT 
TO Ra B7E S TREET . 

J HAVE MA.DE FNQUIRI ~S ~ND HAVE A SC~RTA.INED 
TH~ T TH I ·S PRO PIERTY WAS LEASED T:J 1 HE JlA R DEN 

f;'ILD COUPANY UNDER .A LEASE WHICH WILL N01' 

EXPIRE UllTiu THE 11 ."H OF JUNE, 1956. IT IS 
.A.PPRECIATF D THAT THIS IS A SO MEWHAT UN S IGHTLY 

BUILDING, RUT AT THE SAME TillE IN ITS P RESENT 
USE I'I' GIVES MUCH NEEDED EUPLOYMEN1' TO RFS1DEN~S 
OF THIS Cl.TY. -
BECAUSE O~ THIS LEA.SE, THERE IS N O FFFF CTIYE 
ACTION 'I.HAT CAN BE TAKEN IN THIS MATTER l'IHILE 
THIS LEA.SE IS OU'l'ST.ANDING. 

fOURS VERY TRULY• 

R. A. lJoNA.HoE. 
ii A Y 0 R 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



PHONE. L. t2H 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
t 39 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 
. 
September 3rd,l952. 

Bis Worship Mayor Riobard A. Donohoe, 
City or Halifax, 
City Hall, 
City • . 

Your Worship: 

'.1'he Halir~ Relief Oonmission subdivided an 
arett known as the old Hartlen property, Robie Street, and bas 
disposed or almost all or the .building lots. 

The subdivision consisted or sixty-tour lots 
ot an average siz• of 50 x lOO. We adjusted our price to 
make it attractive to buyers, and all lots were sold with sewer 
and water installed at an average price ot $625.00. 

The area is connnencing to show real development, 
and it will, 1n a few years, be a very attractive residential 
section, and this is particularly so, because of the scenic view 
ot B8 d1"ord Basin. 

The Comnission is anxious to do all it can to help 
the people, secure the most tor their investment, but there is a 
tactor which will always tend to cheapen these properties as long 
as it remains in its present position. 

We are anxious to lmow what steps the City might 
tak•·, or which might be taken by us, to remove the very dilapidated 
stone building at the northern end ot Robie Street, used we understand, 
as a warehouse tor an oil business, refining fish oils aid the like• 
It 1a suggested that the people 1n this neighbourhood would be very 
appreciative of some early ettort by the City to arrange for th• 
demolition ot this building. 

We have taken the liberty ot addressing copies ot 
this letter to Alderman Allen and Vangban ot ward six,, and have 
asked them tor their good ortices to carry .through this proposal 
in accordance with some planned date. 

We also ask tor your personal assistance in the 
matter, and would appreciate hearing from you atter you have had 

•••• over 
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Page n2n 

His Worship Mazor Richard A. Donohoe. 

an epportunity of conau1t1ng the appropriate conmittee. 

FMB/Y. 

~ 

r . 
... 

• 

Yours truly, , 
Halifax Relief Oomnission. • 

~ 
F • lf. BUTCHER. 
SECRETARY. 

.·. 

• I . ' 

..._ __ ,. 

.... r. . ~ 

j 
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PHONE L S2211 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

August l7yj, 1951. 

Alderman J. G. Dewolfe, 
City Hall, 
City. 

Dear Sir: 

At a meeting of the Commission held on 
August 7th, 1951, your letter of August 3rd, regarding 
the possibility of using the open space at the corners 
of Devonshire Avenue, Kaye Street (lane), and Barrington 
Streets for conunercial purposes, was read and discussed. 

As all open spaces included in the Halifax 
Relief Commission town planning scheme were intended for 
use by the City for parks, playgrounds, etc., we feel 
that we would have to first find out from the City, if 
they had e.ny objection to the Halifax Relief Commission 
disposing of this piece of land in the way you suggest. 

A• soon as we receive word from the City, 
will let you know. 

FMB/Y. 

Yours truly, 
Halifax Relief Commission. 

µ~~ . . 
F. M. BUTCHER. 
SECT 1Y-TREAS. 
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• House of Commons 
Canada 

Al4el'llan J.G. DeWolt, 
4)6 Barrington Street, 
Hal1tax, I.I. 

Ottawa, Ontario, 
February Sth, 1949. 

Be; Halitax Reliet Oomm1ae1on, 

Dear 111'. Dd~t: 

While I did not bring my complete 1948 tile• 
vith ae to Ottawa, I am quite tam1liar w1 th the Halifax 
lleliet situation as the Honourable R.G. Beazle7, Oha1raan, 
along with the two Comm11sioners, were good enough to 
111T1te m7 Colleague, John Dickey, and.,. to meet with thea 
prior to our departure tor Ottawa and dlaouss the var10a.a 
pha•ea ot their present and tuture plane and also the 
que•tion ot the sale ot houses, and no steps which the7 
were tak1 ng would lead me to think that eventually the 
area would .develop into a slum section. I rather felt 
that they were endeavouring to meet the o1ty 1 s wishes and 
Jt&rticularl7 those expressed by Alderman Sullivan and 
7ouraelt 1n regard to the attached properties as they 
tul.17 realize the ditticulty ot malting 1nd1v1c5ual sales 
ot thle particular type or property. • 

~~~ 111 suggestion before sending ,-.a:, til:W • 
to Ottawa would be that you arrange a conrerence w1 th the 
Chal.n&n a CJommisaionera of the Balitax Relief Commission 
to 41aoaas the points raised in your telegram. In the mean­
U.., l haTe advised Mr. Beazley that, a.tter con1'erance, 
1t J'Oll 11ti-ll teel that a trip to Ottawa 1e necessary, I 
will be aYallable at any time. 

·Your~s-t-~~ 

GBI/JIB. 

---

Gordon B. I anor 
Member tor H&ii.ta. 
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• llousP 01' (. '( llUlfiOUH 

. Aldeman :r. G. de Wolt, 
C/o City- Ball, 
HALilllX, Nova Scotia. 

(~ H.ll U U ll 

OTTAWA. October 23, 1948 • 

So that you will know we did not overlook the Hal:!.tex 
R911et question 'When in ottawa, wish to ad.vise you th.at my colleague 
and l took up this matter with the Honrurable D .c. Abbott , Minister 
ot Yinance, and went over it quite tully. 

HiB firat ooiicern was, natural~, that f'Ull provision be 
m.de for the pensioners. 

In respect to the houses, I have every reason to bel ieTe 
that he 1• quite prepared to enter into an e.greE111ent with the City, 
whftebT the City will take O"Yer the houses subject to the rights ot 
the present tenants and ather rights which the Halifax Relief OCllL­
muaion might feel necessary to safeguard their interests. 

aBI:W 

Yours truly, 

Gord.on B. Isnor, 
Member tor Hal.1tax. 

- - -
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. 
232. Ray ..-Building. 
XX:tllX:t:CCL"'t:C::C 

:a:ax:ax::a~ 

. . 

September 29th, l9!~9 .• 

Gordon B. Isnor, F.aq. U. P. 
p·~liamen.t Building, 
Ott awa, Ontario. 

De) r Mr. Isnor:-

.. 
, 

A~ you ·mn.y r ecall, . i n Febrn:!ry l~!.st, Alderman 
SUllivan, l4:r.Mol!anue, "the 01 ty Asse rrnor ancl the· -gri ter v1a1 ted 
Ottul1a. for t he purpose o:t: diac;msa ing mn:t;ters in respect to The 
Ha:lifax Relie f Oomm1ss1on ( a. u a.rd <>f tl1e Department of Fi mmoe) • 

You and Mr. Dickie vor~r k i. <lly ar anged a. 
meet l ng uith J.~. Abbott:, The 1!1n1ater of \ Ji:i nanne, and \10 all 
appr PciL.iied the oo:rdial r caption. · . 

. Yau ma y again ~·;aull, th t '!'he Mini.nter a ·!vis ed 
u.r.; th·~t h P ,muld t ·ilte tip the matter at an ,.., n.rl y . d_n.t~ with Dr.Ola rk, 
the Deputy Hi nis ter, bu t a t t l:i t J .oirtipu~. ll' t _i t"e Dr. Olnrk mls 
extr "'Mfi!lY bUsy o . ·The ~Jdget. 

- " The JdiDiBter advis ed th· :t fte would r floommend . 
ihr-~t n. aubst untia l BUm o:t ·from $25, ooo. 00 to ~O 000. 00 per o.rwum 
b P n ll.Qqed t h P 01ty in r Papr:.ot· t o t heir olr~lrns. Thill ~n~orm·:i..tion . \ 
w~a pa.seed l')n t o the City Council, on our r eturn. 

~ 

"""' -_ 't'he -writer i_s not be ing ·ori tio;;l, a'J even the 
ordinary man o~n appr ecia te the Jnn.tto:ro t?f tr~~r.iendi>!.lB i:ipol'~ ~U)oe 
conf ronting t he J!in1&1ter :mer hie _Dcpu_t;r. ever Bi nc e t h t t 11Tte. 

Hottever, · l s there not someone in the Depart men,t 
to i.'1hoin a.uthor1 ty mis ht be dt-• l eg ,;.""; ed, f l.lr thi; m.:i.tt cr tp be ~urther 
considered? 

'!'lie uri tar b . ~s nskt~d man.., times fnr a. lis t of 
}!ensioners (th•:! 1nd1vidru1l rna.r;:e s a;re not i ;-;portn.nt, 1f it le 
aec r t:tt i r:form:..tion) t he amount pa id to edoh p er annum, t he ·~~e 
of. e a.oh and t he nut ure of disnb1l1ty~ 

\ 

.. 
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/ .. - Qordon B. Ianor, Eflq . II.. P. 

There are no7 leas th n 250 pene101 re and a li~t 
leaving out na.ties should not tal~e very long to prepare. 

11e have not r~ueived. rl. copy of l r.nt yPare fil a.no1al 
,r~ port, a oopp of. thia t1ould alao be gr atly a.pprr oiated. 

l ould imagine nbout half t l.e properties ounAd by 
t - e oo 1ss1on h ve nou been sold,· 30 1 t should not be Vflry difficult 
t o arrive at eome de ... 1n1 te conol''Bion a " to the future, n.nd a ., 11e 
hnve r epresented ny times, rr~ do fee l th t tl1e 01 ty of Hnlif·l.% aho,1ld 
r eceive full oonaideration after ponGioners have been amply a~cured . 

· rhe 

I am, 

' ... 
Th nk1Il0 y i l for your help in ~hep t - nd trunting, 

convenient, th t you will further adviae me re above ... 

1 t . l .. ind st p r sona.l reg rde to you 'Uld ~!r . Dickie, 

Youra very t '"Uly, , 

J . G. D'11olf • 
JGD/p • 

• 

-
I • 

------' ----- ------ -

' I 
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PHONE L 1228 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
I 39 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

To His Worship, 
Mayor Gordon s. Kinley, 
Mayor of Halifax, 
Halifax, 
N. S. 

Your Worship:-

May 21, 1949. 

The Mail-Star of May 20 , carried a 

r~port that at a meeting of the Fort Needham Park Commission 

held on the previous day, you were authorized to arrange an 

early meeting with the Commission, its technical advisors, 

and the Fort Needham Park Commission. 

The proposal made by the Halifax Relief 

Commission, as discussed with your Commission on April 7, 

made it clear that if and when our proposal was accepted by 

City Council,(this became effective on May 12, 1949),the 

Halifax Relief Commission would advance its plans through 

consultations with its technical advisors, following which 

the Relief Commission would call the Fort Needham Park Com-

mission to a meeting. 

RGB/Y. 

Yours very truly, 
Halifax Relief Commission, 

R. G. BEAZLEY, 
CHAIRMAN. 
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HoN. R. G. BEA.ZLE ·Y, 
CH.AI IUl.AN, li..f. LIF.AX I'ELIEF Co11NISS I01 , 
9 COLLEGE Sr ·EE'l', . 
!LtLI F.AX, lloY.A Sco ·rrA. 

!JE~lR llR. B E.A Z L E Y: 

APRIL 21, 1949 

J W.AS V ERY llUCH DI S .APPOINTED Ct I 7'H THE STORY 
BEL.A T I NG 7'0 THE GE N EROUS OFFER OF 'l'HE H.A I FA.X 
P£LIEF Ca1111rss roN REG..4 .RDING FoRT llE EDHAJt. 
'JHE PA PER CERT.AINLY DID N07' P R.I N'l' 'l'HE S TORY 

.A S J G.A Y E I 7' 'l'O THEJI. 

J .ADVISED THEM OF YOUR PL.ANS, POINTING OU'l' 
TH.AT I 7' '7.AS THE RELIEF CO IOIIBSION ' s MEMO R IAL 
TO THE PEOPLE r7HO G.AYE '!'HEIR LIVES IN THE 
GREA 7' C.A. T.AS7'ROPHE OF 191 'l. J FEL T B.ADLY 
flHEN I R E.AD 'I'HE .AR.TI CLE BEC.AUSE I 17.ANTED THE 
RELIEF Co• »IBS ION TO HAYE FULL CREDIT FOR 
PROVIDING S OMETHING JI'H.AT 'l'HIS CITY H.A S LONG 
S OUGB!l'. · 

/ J FELT TH.AP J S HOULD DROP 'l'HIS LI 'J'TLE NO TE TO 
YOU, EXPL.AINING TH.AT I T W.AS 1/Y DESIRE TO SHOW 

.APPRE CIATION OF YOUR KIND OFFER. . 

JEA/ 11av 

You RS V ERY TR. fJLY, 

Jou;·1 E. AHERN 
U A Y r R 

. ,.. 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



PHONE L 1228 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 

Mayor J. E. Ahern, 
Mayor of Halifax, 
City Hall, 
City. 

Your Worship: 

139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

April 11, 1949. 

. In accordance with your request we confirm 
our proposal to finance certain permanent improvements of Fort 
Needham as a memorial to those who lost their lives in the disaster 
of December 6 1 1917, d i scussed with the Fort Needham Park Commiss­
ion. 

The members of the Fort Needham Park Connnission 
present at ~he meeting were: 

Monsignor c. F. Curran 
o. N. Lane and yourself 

The Chairman stated that the Halifax Relief 
Commission proposes to allocate $100,000.00 to this development, 
but pointed out that it would be necessary for City Council to 
approve of this proposal and to agree to assume in full the future 
maintenance of the Park. · 

The Chairman also stated to you that a Committee 
is being set up consisting of the Halifax Relief Commissioners 
with Mr R. w. McColough, Mr D. F. Macisaac and, with your concurrence, 
Mr J. P. Dumaresq, to consider detailed plans for the improvements. 

The Hon Angus L. MacDonald, who has expressed him­
self' as most interested in our proposal, has very kindly agreed to 
arrange for Mr McColough to give us his technical advice, Bld also 
suggested that Mr N. V. Jankov, landscape advisor to the Provincial 
Government, would assist us in preparing our plana. 

The Halifax Relief Commission is most anxious to 
ensure that this Park development shall be a wor thy and permanent 
living memorial to those who lost their lives in the disaster of 

•December 6, 1917. 

WET/Y. 

''\I .-­
IfmS. 

SECRETARY. 

on. 
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.... ' .... REPORT OF HALIFAX RELIEF OOYMISSIOH. 

At the request of the Special Committee appointed to deal with 
the Hali~ax Relief Oommiesion, a delegation composed of Alderman 
Sullivan and DeWolf and Oity Assessor was appointed to proceed 
to Ottawa. Thie action was confirmed by Council, at a Special Mee­
ting February Sth, 1949. 

This delegation met our Federal Representatives Kesers.Isnor and 
Dickie, who arranged an appointment with Hon. D. O. Abbott and 
favoured and assisted us by their presence at the meeting. At this 
meeting which was held in Mr. Abbotts office on February 10th, at 
s.30 p.m., your delegation presented a brief summary of affairs 
leading to the request for such a meeting. 

$4'hf fY1 f\P. f /lt-"f'-'f' Pt*=lt -e. > 

A full d1eoussion followed dealing with matters relevant to the 
Commission and a most satisfactory hearing was given by Kr.Aboott, 
who was amazingly well informed on the subject. Kr. Abbott was 
most courteou• and expressed himself as sympathetic to our claim, 
While not losing sight of the past and present value of the Board 
of Management of the Halifax Relief Commission, with which we 
think it is only fair to agree. 

Kr. Abbott promised us that Within the next few days he would 
further discuss the matter with the deputy Minister Dr. Clark 
and we might expect some favourable consideration at a very early 
date. 

One suggestion we made, which is the one that we feel will be 
acted upon, and implemented to a considerable degree was a 
payment to the Oity of $50,000. per year, for 10 years, or a 
total sum of $500.000. 

It was felt that the Commission could do this quite easily 
and that there would still be left am amount ample to take oare 
of all pensioners and provide a substantial memorial, if desired. 
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.. -. -
~"~ IY)A~{ I 

Extract letter Mr. G. B. !snor, Oct.23, l94g: 

•In respect to the houses, I have every reason to 
believe that he (Kr. Abbott) is quite prepared to enter 
into an agreement with the City whereby the City will 
take over the houses subject to the rights of the present 
tenants and other rights which the Halifax Relief Com­
mission might feel beceseary to safeguard their interests.• 

Since the last discussion with Mr. Isnor, the 
Relief Commission has started to dispose of their holdings 
and up to Febraary let had disposed of 32 houses. 

As many of tnese houses are attached, in some 
cases five under one continuous roof, and with diversified 
ownership we can foresee possible slums in the future. 
This comment is more or lees incidential. 

The selling prices we suggest are somewhat !ow, 
but if all the houses are sold on present asking price 
the amount that will be obtained is $771,400.00. 

To this must be added commercial buildings and 
other residential properties. 

16 - 4 roomed flats O $5000. (suggested.) $80,000. 
ll - 5t " " • 5500 • " 66,500. 
2-0&7" • • 6000. " 12,000 • 

Garage II 7 ,500. 
1020 Robie (20 acres) .. 12,000 • 
74-76 Gladstone - 4 flats II 6,ooo. 
205-9 Russell St. " 7 ,500. 
33--35-37 Veith St. 0 4000. II 12,000. 
163-5 Windsor - 4 flats .. 9,000. 
Odd Parcels of land 10,000. 

1222,500. 
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Figures taken from 1947 Statement: 

Add: 

Bonds & Debentves at 
Mortgages & Interest 
Oaeh on band, BanJt 
Interest due 

cost ~ 

A. a receivable 

Reserve for euperan. 
• Oity of Halifax 

Jfet Oash Assets 

,-,;79.5b 

Properties on Oonservative 
values, as before mentionedl068.900,0~ 

11,991,115. 2 

Deduct allowanae sug­
gested by Commission 
for purchasing Pensions 
(which is too high) 

l, 234, g7 2. 00 

8941,506 

17,799.89 
6,351.96 

937.53 

l966,595.3g 

1922, 215.2 

$1, o6g ! 900, 00 , -
• 1, 991, 115.82 

l., 234. ~2. 00 •"9 

• 756, 3.82 

Therefore of pensioners were paid off and Commission 
wound 'PP the minimum surplus would be l756.243.g2 

The amount of taxes which the Commission proposes 
to pay in 1949 is t2s, 679·.55, warea.e if properties were 
owned by an individual, or private corporation, the a.mount 
payable for 1949 would be t52,966.37. The differe~oe is t24.2s6.g§ 

1 
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Jla1or J' .E. Abeam, 
54 South St~, 
Halifax,N.s. 

IlalJrm;• IT .a. 
J'onnn~ JJJ/~9. 

/ID a IDlbor or nio 1-b r.MObnn 00t1:lltteo and a pUhU.o 
op1r1to4 ottt.mn ot llolttm: tmt.h. -co, tho a::rboro ot ':ilw ~ lbreo­
abcO Clnb, 01V ~ tbia, opportunity Of PJ,'O!lantJ.nc to you tho pJ.'Obl.an tmt 
to uppoJa>Ot in tho ciuc1n Of our O~Ct\tlOn end diioh \'JD t10lll.d QB?: 3'0U t.o 
give ~ vor:J oinoom cmm!domtton. 

:rn Jo;otc:Dbor ot l~G. n CDDU cmup of Cl'01't D1ndoa noiGbbc>UrO 
in tho toho oootton Sot tmr dtb tba 1d0C1 in tl1n4. at ht1Uc1tng a 
homoaJmo pitch, OOS)tJ:d.na tmt tX>uld moo.t.o a o:cr umtty op1rJ:t and Glva tbO 
rao140ntO a fOJ!:J ot rooroat1qn <?udJJa tbD au:roor ov~. 

thin n voiy abort t1m hod o:motod tJllD £XWJt up to dato 
mn:ocob>o p1tab!!Jc boao t.o bo :found QDUt:baxo noroaa oannda ana th1o mn &mo 
d. th tbO fUll ooopomtS.on of au tbooo lnteroatod 1n the p1'0004uro, dlO 
danntod ltnnbor, DDilo, pn!n'b, QDd. cm.vtb1DG oJ.oo thnt ~ oould oontxtbnto. 

. tbo oOtl1'tD mzo ~eto4 at Dt.oi.-o PJ.o.co1 co oollo4 
upon Ble orobSp, Ul:103' :t.E. Abonmt:! attcmd tho ottt.o1ol. opm>i"G an4 to 
tbrcm tho il>it1e.1. aboe and at tb1o our rG::JJo ' ::lD no rm-o thin nttoon. 
alDoo tbnt t1m m bmo oroc.tad on 1nto~t tb.loUcbOut tho dm1o ot ll'alJ.fmc ona 
0t111 mnbo~ baa cxocn b:1 ~ an4 bounda until. too prQDOnt roll ~ ovoJ.' 
Oisht:f aot1vo mi'bora. . 5 J.X>int ot !ntorcnt ta tbo tact toot the DB1J.1' star tbouabt 
cmot1dl Of' tho turo tie O.m::o.to o. vory lara> troph.v tor tbo oitq ohoqt1onnhip, 
tho om:o D:1'dxJ1 bocn mn 'b1' thio olUb t~ threo JCQl'D 1n o. J.Ut1 1n ap1.to 
ot vo17 OQl'SlOOtomiOaitlon .. otbor oluba, cmd Z10t1 bal.onco to tlaD ~ 
Olub ao it•o a.:i p1q>Urty. i.At a11"8lltl:T havo on otter ot a mm BpOnOOr torn 
DDtT t~ th1o roar. 

Dur1ll6 !;bq \JintOr OQQDOllD l t trwooo1b1.o to oarry on th 
horooohooo, oribbocO tm1mMJ:mto 1'0 tcmnaod , tho til'Bt :10Q1"D onroUD:mt beinG 
~· on'! plfJ1ino tJ.'OD howJo to hClJDO .tn tho to vlo1n1t¥• A't t.1¥> atart; 
ot' tho fJOOOZl1 aooaon 110 u~ t.ho · :t ot 1'3 ta1m Plnoo oh u:m oo 
kin41.y ottorod to UD by our Vioo t, A. G. ~ - aJlaol, and OJ}t\CO ma cndO 
to aoon:robto ~~ta> pl~re. At tho atarfl Qt 4iho ~t oooacm 1t 'lXtO 
nooootlm7 t.o piovido 001'0 apaco for the otoe/ll~ 1noaxio1nc; orlbboao caobomhlp 
and QGl1n ro luc?q onoucb to ~o coo. Pnuzo, BG stoim Pl.BOO, donato h1a 
bat:lta::xct, opnco cmouCb to aocottmato an O!Ctm thl~t;x> tnn. So, nt tbo 
p1t>0cnt t1co, t20 aro op:>l'Ot1nQ tho only arib :o t:om~r.nmn:t 1n tho oicy ana mo 
lll~i.llG ovor aaty ro C111017 ll>DC.o.1 n1dlt, ao tho J}DDOl' itoc:J dll rli'V• 

llot:a'lor, o aroup of ao aotive ao 9ibo nYdJ,'Oetono l:oJ.'OoohDo 
Club, a:m \lS.th tho clotomt.mt1on t.o bUlld a club troo DOtlb1D3 to utnt it la 
to-dq, it lo vory llnrd to holt'l docm OXIX'Mion tlDd tint lo QXD;OtJ.:T tho o1tuat1on 
OtJ it otonaa at tho p1"C!l0nt tim. cxm not olmya otau 1n on all.o:n:m:r 1lOJ.' 
1n baommltn it m aro to noom,pltah our cloo1?00 am ror tb1o alub to grow 
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-a. 
properly, until it ooma into it•o om na ono of tho noot populnr 1n tl'E 
ont1ro 01iy, a p1nmolo that m nro vor:,· rap1Uly roaah!nc, thou 1t tdll 
ho z10oooanr~..- to ool1oit SOtJO outa1do help rron pooplo ouch ao !TOUl'Golf ubo 
are in o. position to civo uo tho p!'QpOr ndv1co and to holp ua to 'roalloo 
our amb1tic:ms. 

i.!1 th tho preaent o1tuot1on tho my 1 t ta ., namoly, tho oolllnc or 
the f~roat.ono proporli1es• this plaoes us 1n n vorJ al.owled poo1t1on, ond 
U?ll.oao oomthinc is dono nntl dono 1[jJ'!>Ad1ately, then three yGQl'fJ of bnrd 
mrk, at ommnmtty aplr!t nnd GOOCl followsh1p, n.oortm:rmahip, and ontortn.1nrnont.1 
nlll all Co for nothiz;ie and tho north end ot Hnl1tax r.d.ll again be \'11thout a 
non-I>OU tlool., noIPDootor.lnn olub \'Jhero nU are oal.C<r.lO and DllY spend ~ 
anjoynblo houm \11th hia neichbour om follcm man. 

fJld ao, TIO nro approoohinc tho Fort !ioedha.o OOCl:littoe, to oak tor 
n amoll portion or lWJd, oltbor by l'Olltal 1 arant, or looaet that \'JO oan tum 
lnto one or tho bomlty apota o~ tho oity and to eroot a nuoh J.ainer ootup 
for horseshoe pl tob.1DG than m have at tho pl"Oaent tSmo. 

~ .~ Ulldomtand tbnt 1t ts 1n the pooor of llayor lJloam to obtain 
tor uo ono at tho ~ builcUngs Of t.he 00110 tj'pO tllnt uas used tor tJie Tourist 
rnreau on Gprinc; C'~on I-:oad. It suob o. tW.nc: is poo£1blo1 thon wo oen do 
all our om ranovntlnc, evory DCllber belne moro than tdJ.111'.lG w do !:18 Wlar8• 
and t11 thin n vor.1 obort t1DO m TIOUl.'l be nblo to sher~ the o1 ty BQ'!l8th1ng t,o 
bo l"Oally plWd of. The pit>Ot ia in tho aoolns or ti:tat t10 llaVo dono to date 
with noth1nc rut on aUeymy and tm baamoonta and no oould auk any C9tlbor 
ot your OOl!l!l'l.tt.oe to pay ua a v1oit on aey Uoooo.y nicht and to coo tor yourool.1" 
jtwt omotl.y mat we are do1Jlc. 

Ono noro ltw thnt to or vn.ot i:lportanoe 1a tho fact that oo h.avo 
pi't our allOUldore t.o tho nheel. this BOOG011 in o. apoo1nl drivo to accumulate 
tho 119oessary tunds tor exprma1on o.nd in n pet-sonal 1ntexv1ew t'Zlth your 
oonmittoo ue 't'11ll be able to aho\7 you how tar we ll£l'Vo i>rocroseed al.one tbeoo 
unes. bol!lc oonf14cmt tho.t you \'dll bo (µ"Olltly 1.op:rooood t'd.th tho 1'8GU.lta. 

no, '.i.bo il:Jd::r:ootono Homeehoe Cl ·-'b lalOl'J that m lmvo tho mekinca of 
a croat olub, ono that will be soooDd to 1lOllC 1n tho tJh1lo cit:r, and ono t . at 
l'11U SJl(X7 in mBl'lbarahf.p end CJCl!lrllDity llplrJ.t OS 00 expcmd, and trith th1B idea 
in mtnd1 we ask yo;. to atve thia lotter your vorJ serious oona1dornt1on nnd 
to advise ua aocioruinsly in duo oourse. In tho ~tlm, to oould ainoo1'61.y 
oppmo1ato a visit fl'Oll either youroelf or QlJY othor oomber of tho cam.lttoe 
so that you oould CJd,n ti.mt hand knmdouue of our operations. 

Thanld.116 you in a.dVWl09 :ror your verJ k1lJd attention ond trusttnc 
that • wUl hear i'J!Oll :rou tn tho very near tuttuo. 

Youru ve~J tatthtully • 

m.'l'OOSW!IB lIOIUEmllE OLUBe 
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COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE 

AND ACCOUNTS 

OONFIDENTIAL 

His Worship, c. A. Vaughan, 
City of Halifax, 
CITY HALL. 

Your Worship: 

January 27 ,19 58 

HALIFAX 
NOVA SCOTIA 

You have asked me to compile certain data 
relating to the Halifax Relief Comission. After going into 
this problem extensively- I would think that the fir~ thing 
I should do here would be to give a history of. the Hali.£ax 
Relief Commission, which is as follows: -

On December 6, 1917 at 9:05A.M., one of the 
most devastating explosions occurred in the City of Halifax, with 
a great loss of life, and property damage, and immediately- follow­
ing the Explosion, emergency relief was han<Ued by a CoDDDittee 
which was lm.own as "The Citizens' Relief Committee". 

On January 22,1918 His ExceJJ.encey the Governor­
General.-in-Council appointed the late Honourable Justice T.S.Rodgers, 
His Honour w. B. Wallace and F. L. Fo'Wke, Esquire, Commissioners, 
under the name of the RffalifaxRelief Commission" with power to take 
over and receive all unexpended monies and undistributed goods con­
tributed from any source and in any manner for the relief of the 
sufferers, or restoration of the property destroyed or damaged by 
the Explosion, and to expend and distribute the same equitably for 
the general purpose for which the;y were supplied and to receive, 
subject to the same powers, and for the same purpose, any further 
contributions which might come to hand; the application or distribu­
tion of these monies and supplies to be, in the discretion of the 
Commission, subject to the direction of His Excellencey-in-Council; 
that the said T. Sherman Rodgers shall be the Chairman of the said 
Commission and that a majority of the members of the Comnission shall 
constitute a quorum tor the transaction of business. The Halifax 
Relief Commission was incorporated by Chapter 61 of the Statutes of 
Nova Scotia 1918, the said Act of Incorporation being ratified and 
confirmed by Chapter 24 of the Statutes of Canada 1918. Therefore the 
Commission was given considerable freedom and power. All monies· con-
tributed for disaster relief were vested in it and could be used at 
the Commission's discretion. 
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His Worship, c. A. Vaughan (continued) 
----------------

Town Planning authority was granted for reconstructing 
the so-called "devastated area" o! 325 aoree. The Commission and its 
employ-ees, contractors and agents were exempted from Provincial. and 
Municipal Taxes. 

The Commission bad received in grants and various kinds 
of donations, the amount of $27 ,165,120.00. They- were as 'follows: 

mission: 

Federal Government Grant- ---$18,ooo,ooo.oo 
Imperial Govermnent Grant------ 4,815,000.00 
Provincial Government Grant------ l00,000.00 ~ 
Other Contributions- 3,901,327.00 
Cash contributions (Insurance) 3~:793.00 

$27,1 __ 120.00 

Following are some of the accomplishments of the Com-

(1) It. compensated .for property losses sustained by individuals, business, 
and part of the City of Hali.tax claim; in some cases this took the form of 
cash settlements, while in others bui1dings were reconstructed or repaired 
at the Commission's expense. 

(2) The devastated area was reconstructed according to a Town Plan, which 
incorporated new streets, pl~grounds and open spaces. 

(3) A low rental project lmown as "'!he Hydrostone Developnent" was under-
taken for the benefit of people who bad been occupying rental properties des­
troyed by the Explosion. 

(4) Financial assistance was given to individuals in the form of pensions, 
allowances and medical and surgical care. 

The bulk of the Commission's work bad now been done, and the 
chief service then, was the payment ot pensions, and the supervision and 
provision ot medical and ~gical care as required, and also the maintenance 
and administration of the Commission's investments and properties. 

In 1950 Senator Gordon B. Isnor and John Dickey, form.er Member 
of Parliament, after consulting with the Chairman and Members of the Commission, 
made certain reconmendations to the Deputy Minister of Fina.nee, and it was 
agreed that in future the Conmission would conduct its operations on the follow­
ing basis: 

(A) It would proceed to sell all real property- in an orderly manner. 
(B) It would proceed with the developnent of Fort Needham as a memorial park 

and ~ground. The Fort Needham property- was originally purchased by- the 
Commission as part of its plan for reconstruction. In 1949 the Commission 
decided to have it graded and landscaped to provide a permanent memorial. 
to those who lost their lives in the Explosion. This work was almost 
completed by December 1952. It is understood that the project was .first 
urged by the citizens of Halila.x, and as a condition of receiving .financial. 
assistance .from the Coomission, the City- agreed to accept maintenance 
charges in perpetuity. 
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- 3 -
His Worship, C. A. Vaughan (continued) 

(C) It would ensure that all demands on its funds for pension or compensation, 
present and future, were adequately provided for. 

(D) Any surplus, after adequate provision for aJ.1 claims, would be disposed of 
by some method agreeable to the Commission and to the Federal and ProvinciaJ. 
Governments, in conformity with the general purposes for which the fund was 
origin.ally established. 

There was some doubt in the minds of certain people as to whether 
the Federal or Provincial. Governments had the power to dispose of any surplus. 
At this point it might be appropriate to attempt to clarify the legal status of 
the COJIDnission and the Federal Government's relation to it. On several occasions 
uncertainty has arisen as to the authority which the Federal Government may legally 
exercise over the Commission. These will be reviewed briefly: 

LEGAL STATUS 

· · ~ First it might be well to mention the specific reference which 
q ... \;J:i.v . the ProvinciaJ. ~at~' made to the Federal Govermnent and its authority. 

(A) The Governor General-in-Council was authorized to appoint members of the 
Comnission to replace vacancies. 

(B) Monies which were vested in the original Commission of Inquiry by order-in­
council were vested in the new Corporation. 

( C) All powers which the order-in-council conferred on the members of the Com­
mission of Inquiry were given to the newly incprporated Commission. 

The Act of Parliament which ratified the Provincial (.i(atu~ also 
provided for auditing of the Commission's accounts as prescribed by the Governor­
in-Cowicil. 

In 1948 the Provincial. ~was examined with a view to de­
termining the extent to which the Federal Government had been given jurisdiction 
over the Commission's affairs. At this time a Commission report to the Governor­
in-Council recommended -repeal of the Town Planning provisions of the Provincial 

-.et_!l.!Us• Shortly afterwards the Province passed repealing legislation, but the 
question remained if this action required the Governor-in-Council's approval. 
The Solicitor to the Treasury's opinion was that "the statute is prima facie within 
Provincial jurisdiction. It provides however for appointments by the Governor­
in-Council; for the transfer of funds from a Connnission established by the Dominion 
to the Commission; and for the exercise of power under Dominion legi'Slation. It is 
submitted that the confirmation of the statute by the Parliament of Canada was in­
tended only to relate to these matters and to confirm them in so far as the authority 
of Parliament was necessary. The Provincial. Legislature is quite at liberty to 
repeal the Town Planning provisions of the Act and also the provision that no tax 
or fee of a. Provincial character be levied against employees of the Commission." 
Subsequently the Deputy Minister of Justice advised that -the provisions which the 
Commission wish to appeal were within authority of the Province, and would not be 
a.ff ected by confirmation of Parliament. 

In December of the same year, the Chairman of the Commission asked 
the Minister of Finance ii' it would be in order for the Commission to contribute 
funds to the Fort Needham memorial.. 
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