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CITY COUNCIL 

OFF ICE OF CITY CLERK 
CITY HALL 

Halifax, N. S., ............ .. ... .......... .... .. ..... ....... ............... 19 ...... . . 

Extracts from Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax 

held on the ............. ...... ... ..... .... ....... ... ......... ............. ...... . day of .... .. .... ............ ... .. ............. ..................... 19 ........... . 
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A true extract, 

~--P--L ~ : __ ~; e 
W. P. Publicover, 

CITY CLERK. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
OFF ICE OF C TTY CLERK 

CITY HALL 

Halif a.x, N. S. , ............. J;l.e.c.em.o~x-.... .lJ.J ............ ...... ... 19. 5.7 .. . 

Extracts from Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax 

held on the ............... .... .. Jlst .... ............... .... .......... ..... day of ................. .l::!ar.ch. .. .. ... ......... ... ... .. ..... .. .. . 19.2.7 ...... . 

EXPLOSION-HALIFAX RELIEF COl-11-lIS!IION CLAIM - I.DAN FOR SETTLEHENT 

Read report Finance Committee re loan for settlement of the Claim of the Halifax 

Relief Commission: 

His Worship the Nayor, 
and City Council. 

Gentlemen:-

Commit tee P..oomJ 
City Hall, 
Harch JOth, 1927. 

Your Committee on Finance beg to report t hat at a meeting held this day the matter 
of issuing a loan to pay the indebtedness of the City of Halifax to the Halifax Relief 
Commission as authorized by Chap. 61 of the Acts of N .S. 1927, entitled 11A.'l Act in ilelatior. 
to the Indebtedness of the City of Halifax to the Halifax Relief Commission" was under 
consideration. . 

Your Committee after carefully ccnsidering this matter recommend thacthe report of 
the Finance Committee dated January 12th, 1927 and read at a meeting of the City Council 
held on January lJth, 1927, action on which was then deferred, be now adoptei, and that 
stock certificates for $685,-'00.00 being the amoW1t required to liquidate the claim of 
the Halifax Relief Commission, bearing interest at the rate of 5% per annum, and runnin~ 
for a period of thirty five years from 1st December 19.!6 be issued and handed over tc the 
Commission in payment and discharge of its, claim, and that the securities new held by 
the Commission for $565,000. as collateral when returned be cancelled and mutual discharbes 
be executed. 

Your Committee further recommend that the followine Resoluticm dealine with t his 
matter be adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

B.A. Weston 
CHAIRMAN. 

lo.loved by Aldermar: Weston, seconded by Alderman NcDuff t hat the report be adopted. 

Noticn passed • 

The following Resolution is submitted. 

WHEREAS by Chapter 61 of the Acts passed at the Session cf the Legislature of Nova 
Scotia held in the present year, it was provided that the City cf Halifax might borrow 
the su.~ of $687,200 .00 and apply the same in discharge of the indebtedness of t he City 
to the Halifax Relief Commission, and that the sum. so borrowed shot.Wd be in addition to 
the amount authorized to be borrowed by the Halifax City Consolidated Fund Act 1905, and 
that tho stock or Debentures issued in respect of the moneys so borrowed should bear date 
of the 1st day of December 1926, with interest at a rate not exceeding five per cent per 
annum from th~t date, and that the said stock certificates or Debentures when isaued, 
might be sold for the best price available and the moneys derived therefrom paid tc the 
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CITY COUNCIL 
O/i'FICE O/i' CITY CLERK 

CITY HALL 

Halifax, N. S., ................. J;l.~.~-~.IH1?.~.+. ... J'$., ............ ...... 19 ... ?.7.. 

Extracts from Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax 

l1eld on the ........................ 3lat ...................................... day of .............. hlar.ch ............ .... ........... . ... .. ... 19 .. 2.7 ..... . 

A.~D WHEREAS the City is desirous of making the said loan and of giving the Stock 
Certificates issued under the authority thereof to the said Commissicm in exchange .fbr 
the Stock Certificate of the City now held by it, and in discharge cf t he indebtedness 
of the City to the said Commission. 

AND WHEREAS the said Commission has given its consent to the said exohanee and 
discharge of indebtedness. 

THEREFORE RESOLVED that for the purpose of afioresaid t here shall be borrowed on 
the cr~dit of the City of Halifax at laree and ao part of the City of Halifax Consoli
dated ~·u."ld 1905, the sum of $685,2.00 .OC and that stock tc that a'llOunt shall be issued 
therefore, dated the first day of December, 1926, with interest from th~t date at the 
rate of five per cent, per annu."!l payable half yearly on t he first days of Decemeer and 
June in eoch year. Such stock to be payable on the first day of December 1961 and to 
be in the form set out in the Halifax City Consolidated Fund Act 1905, and to be senled 
with the corporate seal of the City and signed by the l:layor and Treasurer and ccunter
signed by the Clerk of the City and to be payable both as to principal and interest at 
the 9ffice cf the City Treasurer at Halifax. 

FURTHER RESOLVED that when such stcck h.is been issued the same sh~ll be handed 
to the Halifax Relief Con:miss:!.on in exchan:e fer the Stock Certificate of the City 
now held by it, and in discharce of the liability of the City to that Commission, and 
that the said Steck certificate new held by the Commission when returned tc the City 
shall be cancelled and mutual discharges executed. 

Hoved by Alderman Weston, seconded by Alderman Ma.Duff, and passed unanimously 

the folloHing na:ned Aldermen being present a.'ld voting for the same: 

.Aldermen Weston, Shannon, Tobin, Sanford, Halliday, GastonQlaY, l·IcDufi', 1-lcCarthy, 

Hubley, Rains, Ryan, 0 1Toole, Power, Drysdale, Robinson, Smeltzer and Daw. 

A true extract, 

H.P. Publiccver, 
CITY CLERK. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
OFF ICE OF CITY CLERK 

CITY HALL 

Halifax, N . S., .................. D.e.c.ember .... 12,, ... ... .......... 19 .. 5.7 .. 

Extracts from l\tlinutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax 

held on the ... ... ............. .26th ........... ................ .. ..... ....... . day of ... ... .. ..... ..... .... Augus:t. ......... .. .... ... ....... 1918. ...... . 

BONDS FOR I.DAN OF $500,000.00 FROM RELIEF CONHISSION 

Read report Board of Control re issuing of bonds for loan of $500,000.00 from 

Halifax Relief Commission. 

City Hall, August 26th, 1918. 

Tne City Council. 

Gentlemen:-- The Board of Control beg to recommend for the approval of the City Council 
the accompanying resolution drafted by the City Treasurer re the issuing of bonds for 
loan of $500,000.00 from the Halifax Relief Commission. 

L. FRED 1-~NAGHAN, 
Secretary Board of Control. 

Uoved by Controller l·Iurphy, seconded by Cont roller Finlay, that the same be 

adopted. Notion passed. 

The following resolution is submitted:-

WHEREAS, the City of Halifax has authority under Cap. 63, Acts of 1918 of the 
Legislature of Nova Scotia, to borrow to defray losses or replacements occasioned 
to City property by eJq;>losion of 6th December, 1917, such sums as may be required 
to be borrowed from time to time and in such amounts as are required for that 
purpose not exceeding $500,000.00. 

The sums to be borrowed shall form part of the Halifax Consolidated Fund 1905 
and shall be secured by stock or debentures to be issued in conformity with the 
provisions of that Act at a rate of interest not exceeding 5% per annum and the 
dates on which the same shall be made payable shall be determined by the Council. 

AND WHEREAS, by Sec. 4zh Cap. 60, Acts 1918,, authority was obtained to increase 
the rate of interest from 5% to not exceeding 6%, provided that this amendment shall 
only apply to loans contracted after the passing of this Act. 

AND WHEREAS, the City of Halifax has borrowed from the Halifax Relief Commission 
the sum of $25,000. on which by agreement the rate of interest shall be 5% per annum 
and the sum of $110,000 bearing interest at 6% per annum and will further require from 
time to time ~365,000, the balance of the loan authorized at a rate not ·ei""Oceding 6% 
per annum, and the said Commission will accept our stock certificates forthese amounts 
at par. 

THEREFORE BESOLVED t hat the offer of the Halifax Relief Commission to finance the T 
amounts required under Sec. 63, Acts of 1918, as above recited be accepted. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to execute 
and deliver unto the Halifax Relief Commission all such stock certificates made necessary 
by payments received from time to time and generally do and perform all such acts and 
things as may be essential in order to carry this Resolution into effect. 

~;oved by Controller Murphy, seconded by Controller Finlay, and being put is 

passed wjan:ilnously. 

A true extract, 

W.P. Publicover, 
CITY CLERK. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

CITY HALL 

Halifax, N. S., ................... necember. .... 12~ ............ .. 19 .. 5.7. .. 

Extracts from Minutes of a :Wleeting of the City Council of the City of Halifa.-,: 

held on the ............. .. .. ..... .... .... . llth ..... ..... .................... . day of ....... .. .. .. ..J.ULY ..... ... .... .... ..... ..... ...... .. ... .. 19 ... lS ... . 

lJ)AN - S500. 000. 00 FOR EJ.PWSIDN E;{PEIIDITURE 

Read report Board of Control recommending that application be msde to 

the l·illlister of Finance, Ottawa, for permission to borrow C,500,000.00 to 

meet expenditures due t o t he Explosion of December 6th, 191?, and to make 

borrowin~s from t he Relief Commission on account of same. 

Ci t y Hall, July 11th, 1918 . 

The City Council. 

Gentlemen:-

The City Council recently decided to apply t o the Minister of Finance for 
permission to issue bonds tc the amount of $275,000.00 for explosion repairs to 
school buildings. Some time ago the Relief CoIIllllissi on agreed to loan t he City 
~50,000.00 for a similar purpose and a large portion of that amount has already 
been obtained from them but the sanction of the Finance Depart~ent to i s sue 
bonds to cover the loan has not been applied for. In addition to t he amount~ 
required for schools t.he City has already borrowed from the Relief Cornmissio1 
for general expldsion repairs the sum of ~20,000.00 and will require for 
Isolaticn Hospital ~20,000.00. Harket Building ~9,000.00, Works Department 
$3,000.00 to pay Silliker and l·:cMann for Fire Department ~5,100.00 for City 
Home S.2.,500.00 for Works Department $500.00 ind for general purposes about 
~4,000.00. These items total about ~150, 000.00. 

It is recommended that the City Treasurer apply to the Hinister of 
Finance for permission to issue bonds for the sum of ~500,000.00 the full 
ariount authorized by the legislution of 1918. 

It is also recommended t hat the Relief Commission be requested to 
immediately advance the City the sum of $15,000.00 to pay oills now due and 
accruing due and that as soon as authority to issue bonds is obtained from 
Ottawa the bonds for the total amount obtained from the Relief Commission be 
issued to them. 

L. FRED MONAGHAN, 
Secretary Board of Control. 

l·bved by Controller Finlay, seconded by Controller Hines, that the 

report be adopted. Motion pasoed. 

A true extract, 

,Jf~~_.... 
W .P. Publicover. / 
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CITY COUNCIL 
OFF/CE OF CITY CLERK 

CITY HALL 

Halifax, N. S. , ..... .. ........ P.e9.ero:b.er .... l.Z.: ................... 19 ... ~J. 

Extracts from Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax 

held on the .. .................... .. .12th .... ... ................. ............. day of ....... ... ... December .. ........ ..... ..... ... ...... 19.17 ...... . 

.ACQUIRING AND RE-BUILDING OF DEVASTATED AREA 

Read reports Board of Control and Acting City Engineer re the 

acquiring and rebuildina of the Devastated area. 

City Hall, December 12th, 1917. 

The City Council. 

Gentlemen:- The Board of Control submit for approval the accompanying 
report of the Acting City Engineer re the acquiring and rebuilding of 
the devastated area. 

H.S. COLWELL, Acting Chairman Board of Control. 

City Engineer's Office December 12th, 1917. 

His Worship the ~iayor. 

Sir:- I beg to suggest that there is at present an opportunity for 
re-planning an improvement of the district devastated by the recent explosion 
and fire. The layout of this part of the City was entirely haphazard, and 
capable of great improvement. The devastation has been so great that not cnly 
the Hork of rebuilding, but even of ascertaining the orginal lots, will be 
very difficult. 

Time is too brief to expand my ideas of this in detail, but I would 
suggest that you take into immediate consideration the idea of the City 
acquiring the whole of the devastated district, and replanning and rebuilding 
in accordance with modern ideas of town planning and construction. 

h.W. JOHNSTON, Acting City Engineer. 

Iiloved by Controller Hines, seconded by Controllor Taylor that the same 

be adopted. Ii.otion passed. 

A true extract, 

~~~ 
W .P. Publicover, 
CITY CLEIU<. 
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DE:. ~r Mr. Tib .· - : 

Conc t ..... :.:1e Ro ; · f ~' t !) _.,~- .:e ·- ... !:,e - :-i 1,.e 
L.b 1 ut tte r· .. tlH-r :].e e 1F:' te 11vin:r ~ on2it i :"l' ! .. un:er :-:! c l 
he 1G ex1 stlng, ::hicl1 ·c1rcumE, t nee :t: Knm: , n:! :1 0 :.1 .. 111 
...:no:, , is not out of . t he or·U.n · r .Y ln 1;: "" e 1 t y of ,ii ..i. it ·· • 
-H1G f ;.:nlly, Jons1: ting of l l r.i.: r- .:. f', h i !-'. 1 f- , :i - 't. L --:·e 

u~· . i.i. ~! : l liJren, ~ l ' E living un~!fr e r ):. rletJ ~~ :: · i t l c;:u; · l th 
;:1 ~ 1 ;·e • : "'fO '"'le. 

i1on~ .. t a ·o1e Dry :.:~ .le t !: l l i.: : .. ~ t ! t 1.r 
t: J..- ~ u'. c.n t ..... 11:: <.tion 1n . it!. ~ ou f o:., :. J.E· nct~i:1 :;~- :-~o .~ , 
<. n·1. h s u i\.e d .:.e if I .. nuld. · 1 ·i te- , 'l ~ u · f- ... y .~ cl ~1ff.1. · ~t 
to 1-.eJ..~ l: i .:a . 

I h.~vr: h 1:.;iAE .1 t:> t!:e 1;1·:ief of ·olice 1Ut 

tl: ls mt. tt e-r, Lni.l fro .. hlrJ I h : VP r-ceiv~ rl t> l r ·-t of · 
ccom._E·n 1 ti~ms concerning Co,.Bt.:. le Dr~ .; · .le . I :s r .i f 

· Jn lill')Pe G sed · l tl~ the f ;_ct th t he ::o!lld .m . ...:~ <. r~l i · l e 
ten .nt, , ncl : .n.tt · ~ inc J o 1.1 co ii ~ :l rJo t :; ~ o. f' y ~: .. t :: to 
_1el:i tl:~ cro .:d.ed .:-.1tu :1:i:rn un:1f' " · h1c i. 1:. ::-? 1G .Li -: lu· , · · .4:..i 
ue c..·nrFci .,tf'd. 

Or"::i in r>1ly I 1: 0 not :.; r. i te l et; t -= r• .' of t i· le 
t :1 -·e hf'c ~uDe I .. no:: 110·. 11lf 1cult ynu . . wot•l€-tuE: ::.~'e t ht' ... e 
d~ s, l;ut I <...El\. t~ ~> 'for. i ven f or ... . y ing ::. " orc1 or t · o ln 
su-. ort of · .b .. t I r -; .. 4~~11 LE ~l . ·orthy "r-~_p_)l1 tl nn. 

Yout~ .1 ncerFl~, 

. 
i\ . i' . ~IJTLFR 

· ~ L 'f 0 R 

··:1111..-.m E. Tib c , r.;r: ::: . 
f'cc r r.. tm·~· . n·.'! 00 . . '1 t r ol i r- r, 
Ht.:li:':~ ;r RE- lief t!o:.1m1 s 1 o n , 
H . .1. 1·· ·· . Nov :'l cot1l.i. 

&l • 
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PHONE L 1228 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

1\U.y 3la t. l 94'1. 

His Worship, 
Mayor ;fohn E. Ahern, 
City ot Hal it ax, 
City Rall, 
'City. 

Your Worship:-

The' Commission wishes to call your attent
ion to the condition ot the Diagonal Streets on Richmond ~ 
Slope and Union Crescent which thoroughtarea were lett in 
first class condition when they were opened tor trattic and 
became the respon~ibility of the City ot Halifax, under sect
ion 18 ot Chapter 61. ot the Acts of the Province ot Nova 
Scotia 1918. : 

These street.a have an absol.utely first 
class base, but, due tp neglebt they re~uire complete re
surfacing and repair. · Repairs are a1so needed on the 
curbs and gutters o~ these streets. They should be re-
stored to their original. tirst class condition. 

The atreeta and sidewalks in the Rydrostone 
Area a1ao need some repairs., some sections ot the sidewalk re
quire renewal as do· some sections of the curbs and gutters. 

The houses on StanJ.ey Place and Stairs 
Place, at the Isleville Street end are subject to tloodiag 
ot the cellars through. overloading ot the sewers in heavy 
raina and in the spring thaws. It may be that the sewer 
needs soma attention. 

In eome o t the streets the concrete slabs 
need renewal, although on the whole they have stood up re~ 
markably well. considering the absolute lack ot any work on 
them. 

The service 1anea in the rear ot the houses 
need some regrading. 

In order to assist the City in carrying 
out this work the Cammi ssion ia pr·epared to make a substantial 

••••••••• over 
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Kaz or John E. Ahern, 

cont»ibution towards the cost ot this work. Any such con-
tribution will however be made only atter the work is com
pleted. 

We shall, be glad to hear trom you at an early 
' date as to whether this plan is agreeable to you and to re-

ceive your estimate and speciticationa tor the work suggested. 

We consider this matter ot some urgency in view 
ot tha bi-centenary ot Halifax in-1949. 

WBT/Y. 

P. s. Copies sent to Alderman H. E. Burgess and
Alderman R. 1. Sullivan. 
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PHONE L 1228 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

J'une 24th. 194 7. 

Mayor John E. Ahearn, 
City of Hali :t"ax, 
City Hall, 
City. 

Your Worship:-

We have to thank you tor your letter 

ot June 13th. advising that the City Council are not in-

tereeted in the Hartlen Property at a price of $20 1 000. 

We note that you were advised by a 

member of the Council that this land was offered to 

private parties for the sum of ie,000.00 • This is not 

correct and we have written to the City Clerk so advis-

ing him and asking him to pass this information on to 

you and the members ot your Council. 

WET/Y • 

t 7 
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T, 1,... .L .. 9,,,7 uUNE .::;, T 

~r...., ,,, fr' r ,... 
J.J.t. i • • .....,. .J.IiJ . o.J, 
BALII•'AX ~·;r:LIEF CoNiJiss:r:;u1 

II.ALI P.11x, Ji'o i·A Sco.'I' I.A 

AT A n.E CEN!l' !JEi:.' J. 'IliG OF 
'...iiE CI 'l'Y COUNCIL, YOUR OFJ."':..,~.n, OF L.AN:V KNO WN 
.As ;, iiE' IlAR'J'L DN P~OPL'Ti.TY izAS NO'l' .A CCEP'l'~D 
B E C.A UDE OP 'J.'I:ir: HIGH PilICE. 

] 'l' •7.A C POIIITE D OU'l' BY 
A MEMBr:ii OF 'i'HE COUNCIL THAT 'l'HE BA.ME 
L~llili i/ . 3 OFFf~nL'D 'i'O P~"?.I VA TE PA.RT I ES 
S L'YDil.AL JJOJl'i'IIS AGO POR :·coco. 'i'IIE: . .- FOnE, 
,..... ...... c 7"rrty F r'L,..,, T ". Am ,....' u'"' OJ~ "j A R A '" [~ ..,D Br _ t .: L ..1. .£ ~ "J I Ja"J <,.. <J ' •• n..., .1~<.J ~ lj 

Y C u::. COMJJI s.:; ION ~ZA S .AL ~...,O G t : 'i'ili';i . TOO II IGI/ • 

l'i' I : H OPED 1" ... l:..., s -:.. ur: 

r: . :;--OHT I/ILL HE JJ.A.DE ~i'O [,'.AV£ B ~· ILDINGG ON 
'J'iiD LA.ND IN .A suo.:.T '1' :. JJE , AliD I T MAY BE 
YOUIL r! I SH- ~ 0 . OJW .A.NI2E lJ l IL D2 RS t:iIO .ARE 
INTL'JI. :..,~~ TED : I I .-if E LA.ND. 

:11.A "'KING Y OU ::·on G IVING 

'i'iJE c:; TY ' . .-JI E l•"'Iil:J T c ;,' •fiCE '.:' ;...~ P "JJ?. ct~·.Asr: TIIE 
LA iiD ·, I AN 

~ r I _'_; • • ... ... '.r 
~ • L • • 

j EA/ MGV 

C 7 

.. 
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PHONE L 1228 

I 

\ 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

J.Iay 31st. 194'1. 

His .iorsh ip ?.Tayor J . E. Ahern, 
The Uayor of Hal if ux, 
City Hall, 
City. 

Your ;.r orship :-

In reply to your letter of Uay 29th. 

I be 13 to enc lose C.e·ra trith ir...i' onnation re garding the 

IIartle n p r operty ilhic h you ro q uest. 

WET/Y. 
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HARTLEN PROPERTY. 

;'TEST SIDE OF ROBIE STREET, NORTH OF LEEDS ST. 

Price asked for direct sale $20,000.00 

Acre age approximately 20 acres 

Soil Condition- Graas land, rock very near 
surface in parts, but good depth or soil 
over large portion. Railway runs across 
northern end of property. 

Layout ot street as shown on plans should be 
revised to meet suggestions in City Master 
Plan. 

Lots as shown on Plan are much too small 
and lot areas should be revised. 

Description: 

All the following lot~, pieces· and parcels of 
land situate on the peninsula of Halifa4, being a part of 
the property forne:rly known as the Fish lots, and of which 
said lots a plan has been prepared and filed at the. Crowh 
Lands Office at Halifax the said lots being marked and 
numbered on said plan as follows: 

That is to say in Block ftCtt fifty-four (54) 
lots numbered from eigh.,... two (82) to one hundred and 
thirty-f'i ve (1.35) both inclusive, bounded north by 
Forrester Street, west by Block letter "F" south by 
BaJ"ne Street and east by a road le.ading north from. the 
Lady Hammond Road to Bedtorcl Basin; also twenty-tour {24) 
lo ts in Block letter "B" numb ere cl trom one hundrecl and 
thirty-six (136) to one hundred and fifty-nine (159) both 
inclusive, bounded north by a street lea ding from Prince 
Street, on the east by Prince Street on the south by 
Forrester Street, and on the west by Ham property; also 
all those lots in Block "C'' being eighty-one (81) l.ots and 
marked and numbered in a plan ot d ivision of said lots as 
lots numbers one to eighty-one both inclusive. Also all 
that certain tract, piece and parcel of land situate, lying 
and being on the said peninsula ot Halifax, beginning at 
the north east angle ot a l.ot of l a nd in the north division 
ot five acre lots now or formerly belongin6 to William J. 
Muhlig and on the west aide ot a road dividing the square 
letter "C" from 1 etter 11 Dft :from thence to run north thirty 
degrees west ten (10) chains to a road at the head of the 
Fish lots, letter "Eft in said division; thence on the south 
side of said road north sixty (60) degrees west ten {10) 
chains to a stake fixed; thence south thirty (30) degrees 
east ten {10) chains to ·,'/illiam J. Muhlig' a north west angle; 
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thence . north sixty (60) degrees east ten (10) chains to the 
place of beginning, containing t bn {10) acres more or less, 
saving and excepting thereout so much of the abov.-e described 
land as was conveyed to Her Majesty Quean Victoria by Xames 
Woodworth and Carol Woodworth, his wife, by Deed dated the 
16th. day of May 1888 and recorded at Halifax in book 246 
page 195 and by Ida Woodworth to His Majesty King Edward by 
Deed dated the 17th. day of May ~909 and recorded at Halifax 
in book 399, page 17 which said portions now form part of the 
right ot way of the Intercolonial Railway of Canada. Also 
all other land formerly 0\7lled by one Heber Hartlen or to 
which he was entitled and situate on the said Peninsula of 
Halifax in the area bounded by Longard Road (Robie Street 
Extension} Lady Hammond Road, Kan..pt Road and the waters of 
Bedford Basin and being th·e same lands as were conveyed by 
james Hall, High Sherirt in and for the County of Halifax 
to the Granter by Deed dated the 15th. day of AUGUSt i92~ 
and recorded in the Registry of Deeds tor Halifax County 
in Book 571, pages 553~5~6. 

-· ~ - - - - - - - - -

-~\ 

i ,. 
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tr f'r E 1rr' i.tR. ". • IBBS, 
H.A.LIF.11 X ~·:ELIEF LOJINISSIOII. 
HALIFAX, Jlov.A ScoTI.A. 

D- I " ('IR• L.' ... • ~ ~· • 

ll.AY E9, 1947 

:roL-LD YOU KINDLY GIYE JIE 
I il rm.IT ING BEFORE TEIESD.JJ l' rs JIEE'l'ING 
OF TziE Bo.A ~D OF ::on.KS , .A.LL P.ARTICUL~ur.s 
OF 'J:l:IE.' HAR'l'LU. PROPERTY, P l:ICE, 
_; CRE.iGE, EOIL CD NDITIOUS, E 7'C• 

I l/ISH TO H AVE TiiI S Jl.ATTER 
DISUUSSED P R IY.ATF.LY, BUT I'l' I S 
NECI:S : :J. RY TH .AT ] H.A.VE .ALL INFO RJIJ1TION. 

Jf~1/MGY 

Youn.s v 2 £?.Y T R.ULY, 

J. I'. • -~ !I!:[.]/' 
J! A YO R 
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PHON!t_ L 1228 . 
o/o THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 

Bis Worship, 
Mayor J. E. Lloyd, 
City Hall, 
Bal itax • 
N. s. 

Your Vlorship:-

139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

:rune 22nd. 1944. 

I understand that you inspected some 

ot the north end streets in yesterday's very heavy rain 

storm and in this connection I am sending you herewith 

copy ot a letter addressed to Mayor Donovan•dated Oct-

o ber 29th. 19 42. I l;tnow you realize the need tor 

increased sewer service inview ot the over loaded con-

ditions ot all the sewers in this area. I am sure 

you will do what you can to remedy the situation as 

soon as possible. 

WET/Ye 
W. E. T s. 
OOMPTROLLER. 

l7 
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To His 1:orship, 
May or .. ' . E . Donovan• 
City Ho.11 t 
I! a lif ax, 

October 29th. 1942. 

lJ . s . Re Da uer a. 

Your ';"/orahip:-

It h as doubtless h eon drann to y our a tte ntion 
toll ouin e the floods occ nsiona d by tho recant heavy rains, that 
the seuer s:·a tam in t h e a.ran rii th rihi ch oe are par ti cul~ rly con
cerned, is u'p pnrontly ina ~ e 1uate to tn !:e cnre of ondittons t hat 
occur fro m time to time . 

It u ould appe a r t hat the .eeoere on Young 
s treet betueeh Rob ie and G) t t i ngen s treets and on Isleville 
Street, north of Young and par ticula rly nt Sta irs and c t onley 
Places, are not ot sufficient capacity to take care of the 
heavy run off th at occurs in mo dero.tely he o.vy reins and in tho 
Spring th aw . 

~e would suggest t ho t this pnrt of the se nor 
a ystem. oho uld be inve otit;Q. tee:. in order to d 10 c ::. ver if e ome 
adjustment could be n ade to improve the condit1one above referr
ed to. 

I :ti. is o r co urae ob vious that cloudbursts and 
such heavy rains as occurrod recently may temporarily overload 
any system that coul d be devised, but we f eel t h at sane improv~ 
ment could be ma de to take care of cbnditione t h at f're : uently 
arise ohen leoa heavy rainfalls are ex perien ced. 

rte realize of co urs e t hat it ie difficult to 
t ake care of t l~se ee~er condition s in the stress or ~ortime con
di ti one, neverthele es u a reel t h nt t h e ma tter i a deserving of 
very caref'ul consideration. 

. 1ET/Y . 

Yours very truly, 

Helif~~or Coo:mi ooi on • 

. , • E . ? I BAG • 
cor.: TRl LJ,:;n . 
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House of Commons 
Canada 

OTTA\'JA 

June 11th, 1941. 

Your \'lorship, the Mayor, 
HALIFAX, N.S. 

Dear Sir: 

I have given a good deal of thought 
to t he question of Wartime Housing during the 
present session and have just discovered from 
a Parli amentary Return that contracts have been 
let by rlartime Housing for houses in Halifax. 

I would appreciate hearing from you 
at your convenience something about the need 
f or houses and v1hether, in your opinion, the 
buildings being constructed by rlartime Housing 
are likely to supply the shortage which prevails. 
Any suggestions you might care to make regarding 
any phase of this important subject \7ould be 
very much appreciated. 

Al.Ff/DE 

Thanh:ing you, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

A.U. Uicholson 
M. P. for f.iACh.ENZIE 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



... 

.A..K.lioholson_ Rsq.,. 11.P. 
Bouse at Comans_ 
omUA, CAllAnA. 

EBCL. 

i wish t1> acknouledge r <Jcaipt 
of your letter of Ju?l8 lltii. re&ard!ng i1artiat 
Housing. 

t ba• Dad ooi- Depuv :Ba.i1a1ng 
1nspeoto1- go into ~his mattel' ftr7 carefal.l:r &nd l!lll 
enclosln« heft11'111ib a cow o'f bis report to lil8, t1Mch 
is aeU explana'°1'J' aDd vhi.ch l tl'Ust rou \rl.ll find 
interesting and helpful. 

Xf then is arq fUrther iDfoz
mtion ;rrou a.es1m. l will «].adl!f suppi,- it. if at 
all possible. 

ii .s.n::.-noran, 
MAY 0 H. 

.-

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



-- COPY --

Office of City Bolicitor, 
City Hall 

Hali.fax, N. S., 
March 22nd 1941 

AIRMAIL 

'J: W. E. ibbs, Esq., 
C-o Wartime Housing Oo. Limited 
55 York Street. 
Toronto, Ontario. 

Dear Mr . Tibbs: 

At the ini'ormal coni'erence yesterday i n the 
Mayor's Office a number of poi~t~ were ccnsidered relative to 
the proposed hous!ng dev~lopmen~s\.?~ the ~t. Paul's u1e~e 
Lands, north Barrington i.Jtre~~ ~e ~orth end of t he '-'ity, 
and off Miller iJtreet in the · end. These are mat.tore 
to be considered end upon som~eciaion will have to be 
made bet'ore definitely pr~~lg with the acheme. . 

1. It is propose -~. 1City lease to the ~omoany 
certain land ~~'); . ~ton North barrington ~treot 
aa a site ~£ ~~~~ of houses - I think you intend 
to erect " I ic. ~ . ouses here. The maximum term 
for which C~, can grant this lease, under its 
Cnarter, i . ~ . ars. Any longer term ·must be 
approved by tke G vernor-1n-Counc11. The rental to 
b~ nominal - $1.00 per year. 

2. It being the apparent present intention of the Company, 
as indicated unofficially by you, that the project is 
temporary and that aa soon as the need for1hese houses 
disappears, the same w:tll be removed, the City .feels that 
such lease should provide that if the present war 
ceases prior to the expiration of the ftve year term 
of the lease or any extension t hereof, that the buildings 
will be removed w! thin two yearo .fro:o the cessation of 
the war unless conditions should require their continuation. 
which can be covered by a future agreement. In other 
words, the houses should not be maintained longer than 
necessary even though the or1G1nal term of the lease 
may be longer. Some provision should e~ist for an 
earlier termination. Of course the reason for the City's 
anxiety in this matter is the danger of a slum condition 
being created by the presence of those temporary houses. 
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4. 

s. 

a. 

lOa 

11. 

Similar agreements to the . othor developments on 
property acquired by the ~ompany should bo made 
by which the Company agrees to keep the houses 
for those persons who need them~ who come to the 
City as a result of Canada's War E.rtort and who 
are definitely engaged therein; and that they will 
be removed as soon as possible. 

As to the proposed lay-out on the St. Paul's Vlebe 
Lands which shows new streets and the elimination 
of old streets, it is proposed that the ~ity approve 
of the same and that water and sewer pipes be laid 
in the new streets. Thia depends (1) upon the 
decision of the Council (which will probably approve 
ot the same) and (2) upon the law affecting the City. 
As to this latter, if the present st~eets are laid 
out on the of.ficial City Flan and approved by the 
Council as a part thereof, legislation is required 
to change their location. I.f not, then on the 
application of the owner of the property the Town 
Planning Board and t~e Council may approve of the 
location of thes~ ·~ew streets. The proposed lay• 
out referred t~ ~hat prepared by c. P. Roper, 
Provincial La~~r~r. 

The lots 1~ fuG) p oj~ o.f the Company are to be 
50 x 100 wi o'itn house on each lot. 

The Co~p ~~' ay the coat of laying sewer and 
water pi e~~~t e regular abutters assessment for 
the s~ t will cover the cost. 

When ~\~e for this housing has ceased - eay 
w1 thin 'Qll · · r after the demoli t1on or removal 
of the hOtl a - the Company or the Government will 
make the land in question available to the City or 
the public for sites for a reaid~tial area. 

The Campany, the Halifax Relief CoI!JI!11aa1on, the 
Government of Canada, and the City of Halifax, will 
all co-operate to establish Zoning Regulations to 
preserve this district as a good residential district 
and that proper building restrictions be provided 
to cover the future development of the same. 

The Company is to pay to the City a grant-in-aid in 
lieu of real property taxes - the same to be the 
same or closely approximate the taxes llhich would be 
normally received from these projects if the same 
were not exempt. 

The Company to pay the City fullwater and firo 
protection rates. 

The tenants to pay Household tax. 
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12. All wiring and plumbing in the houses to be done 
by persona licensed by the City and the said work 
shall be inspected by the Inspection departments 
of the City, as 1n the case of private property. 

13. Ao to the streets, t he same are to be crnded at 
the Company's eapenae - the work to be done by the 
City if so requested by the ~ompany at !ta expense. 

14. It must be clearly understood that the City's 
authority in all things is limited by Statute and 
it cannot exceed this authority, even though 1t may : 
desire to do sowa For this reason we muat try to 
finalize as much of this matter at once if 
possible. 

Generally speaking, the Qity's attitude is one 
of cooperation with this et.fort for the benefit of Canada 
and the Empire~ It feels that any special contributions it 
makes should be shared; by Canada as e whole, linlifa.x 
bearing its .fair share\ \ As we lose certain taY.able property 
and lease other va~l property at a nominal rent we 
should be recompens ~~b~e meacure fob this contributions 
We feol tba t the at~tE~de 1:>..{. ' the ~ompany and t he Government 
will be in line 1'!~ s stand• 

It ~ s~~L rly understood that the matter o.t' 
leasing the p~. o~,~se~er and water extensions, approval 
of lay-outs~\~ee and all the other details mentioned 
above, wltt( \-w~.X- ions, must be approved by the liouncil. 

r ~~µ~\his outlines the matters covered in our 
conference.~ 

Yo~'"s very truly 

(Sgd) Cal'l P. Bethune 

City Sol!ci tor o· 
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COPY 

A.-'"'il -z.,..,-i , ot.1 i."' - ,1 .. -, -_, . • 

H~li :·~::, 

We a1e ~riti~~ to y~~ on te~~lf of 
., ,+i . H -~ ..... .. L.1 ,,, •t .. 4. -C"r'"'~ ..... t Cl"~""" ..!l ,,.,v-· • A.l " m~ .'.)U ·= - •·:... J.1 .. i e ... , J..n re._, ___ c.. n c __ .. e ..... - < .... - s 
t~~~ cs; te re · ~tred fer ~~c erection o~ tui~li~~~ to 
h:n~~e certein skilled. U:)r:~ers o.nd tec!::!1!.C!.? .. r.S not at 
,.,.,...e~ent Q,'V~-d l!:l'h1 EJ in t .... r.; c~ ty fQ1"> C'erta!n 1'"•:-'e"'1- V!'"•"' T·•""''" _... .. '-' - - ... t..J- • • • .....,. - - - - i,,.4.J. -- .. 6" . ..... l - .. ""• ........ 

~~c H~llf-x Relie~ Com~~~ ~ ioc ~as un
reservi:1.1:1~r ::,l E1 cecl nll it:-: lanl~ tl1:-t t n1"le s e~1ve:1. t·.:i ~11 
se\!el'"t nn:l l·.'ttter r-. t t!:e :li~ 1-:s~.1 of '·1c.1~t1:::e i-!:"..lsir.z-.. 
Lim~tel, on le~~e at t~e ~s~in~l ~~~ of Cnc :~llE; 
( ~l.00) ~er an~urn or fer t~e term of t~e le~ : P. 

Re ..... r0 ~ ,,, nt ... t ~ ve .. ,...,.;- l ·r~.,..+i """' u ~,, '"'i,... ... 
• . :..-· ..., ....; .;,; l i"'"... .,!.. :-... - J. . ;_ • \,I - ·-·- .. ... ...... - •• :_) 

Li~i t ea, h ave cf'.lle:l u~:'.':ln yo"..l in con;;ectl'.J!i l·ri t!~ 1 0!1;::0 
directl:: un:le1" ~-o:.tl" cont1~01 , .. ,1th o. vie1· • t~ !".1::-.. :::ir.: 
sibilar arr=n~e~ent$ ~ith J~"..l a~l ~e n~e nc~ re ~~e ~ting 
y~n.l. to C::!.sc~s s tb.is ::-.atter ui th ~·:;:.:r :Js:~:-:.~il l·;i th :l 
" .... 18~·~ t~ tl:e :'·1'l7nt=.n. ~ of t!'le i:eces ::'=' ~,:;r ~ ,_~t~'iri ty to :-::0~:e 
c:: ..... ~ ,., le ... -e-,.,+ t~.,,-c·.-~·e .......... ~ ...... , ,......, .... ..,., c"' Or: e 1'"111:-:1 ..... 
-"""-'-'•• <.. ;;· ...... L ... .J -· - ..;_ ·~• ,,.., . ... ..a..l•io."". - - t.: u- - &. •"""'---C-• 

(r·1.c:)) 1;er r-n:r...l:l as l:e.2 te~:i nr1·:-:1:e~ t.rit:1 t!':e F.ali :' c-.:~ 
R~,i·e~ ~-0-~1~-A~n 

~...:... .L V Hhu .... :".: J.v• • 

T!1e 
En ef rlr re;ly ~ill 

matt~r is ur:ent, cs J~~ 
be greatly ap:-:::•eci?.ted.. 

( Q -- - ) w r ._.. 
1. E. Ti b1..: 8 . 

" / 

I 

-...... -·· 
:.~ .... u>I J 

.... 

( 

\ 
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' '1 
c . P . BETHUNE, e. A., I- L. e. 

CITY SOLICIT~R 

E. J. Orag5, Esq., 
!:ayor of Hc::!.i fax, 
City Hall, 
HAT.i IF AX, !! . S . 

Der:.:r Sir: 

<.©£fire of <1tite ~olidtor 

Pux r.ue..11t to your recuest I nubmi "!i 

to you l:. e:ret7i th a :recume of t:1e H:-lif ax Relief cor:L1ic:sion 

c.l tatute of Inc '.)r po:ra.ti:m , which I t rust t•1ill be of so:~e ac:;sis-

tance to you. 

CFB:H 
Encl. 

Y:.urs VE;ry truly 1 

CITY SOLICITOR. 
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Dige'st Halifax Relief Comr.dss ion, Act of 
Incor poration. 

Chapter 61, Statutes of Uova Scotia, 1913. 

Act reci tee collision between "!.!::mt Blanc 11 and 11 Imo n, 

i~volving heavy lo ss of life a:1d se1·ious p ersonal injui·ies 

and prop erty destroyed in t h e City of Eclifax a."ld To~rn of Dart-

!11 <:r~th. 

Further recites steps tak en and committees formed for 

the pUl·pase of i u :ediate relief to t!-.ose sufferin:::; from the 

disaster. 

Further reci tee generous contributi.ons received from 

all parts of the world. 

Further recites the Governor General of canadn-in-council 

under the Inquiries Act of Cenada and under tl:e wax Ueasures 

Act of 1914 appointed T. Sher;:1an Rogers, His Honor i7, :a. 1'Ja llace 

and. Fredericlt Luther For:ke of Oshana, Ontario, co:;-ini ssi oners 

for t :1e purpose of melking certain inquiries regarding lo~ s, 

damages and injuries sustca. i.."led and incu.:rred by reason of the 

s aid disaster, a nd for the fuxther purpose of talcing over and 

adr:1inistering all I:!oneys and properties subscribed, c ontributed 

a.nd. voted for t !~e relief of those who suffered in or b y reason 

of the said disaster. 

Furti1er recites that the eai d Helifax 1.elief Com :i 8eion 

as previ~usly constituted (viz. Roe ers, 1.'!e_llace a."1d Fowice) 

has reco:::! .ended t :) tl:.e Governor General-in-Q'.)uncil that reason-

a"Qle co:npensation or allO\"Jances should be 1:iade to persons injured 

in or by reason of the sai C. disaster a1~d the dependents of 

persons killed in or by reason of the seiae, and the Governor 

General-in-Council he.s been pleased to adopt the r,aid recorn·.1enda-

ti on;: 

Section 1 contains definitions of 11Co~ui ~sionVttdevastated 

area", II person 11, "contractoru a~1d no't'mer "· 

r Sec ti :in 2 a:;ipoints Rogers, i":;ellace and Fm.·1ke a body cor-

porate under the na'11e of the Halifax Relief Cor:-.r.1 iss ion, v.ri th 

--~ -' - -· ---- -

•' 
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perpet"...i.al s-..icce:--sion ancl. a coi.n on seal. 

Section 3 a ·· po:'.nts T. Sl•e1·: .:a~ Rsc:;;ers cl:~ir :·.:ar.. 

Section 4 provides f::>r a quoru.r..! of t\70. 

Section 5 provides for a.:-;p ·:>int:-Jent£!l t"J tl:e Boaxd by tl:e 

Goverr.or-General-in-C:;nncil whe~1 vo.car.c ies o ... c::x. 

Section 6 provides for t l-.e e:ection of e. vice c::.f'.il'r::an. 

Secti on 7 vests c:i.11 pro1;erty s ubscribed., c .::mtri!;"..lted, 

etc., i!t t he Co:~::-.i i rai on, exce~tir.i:;; e.11 :~: : ::.1ey or prope1·ty sub-

t ~ t e di stri but ed ;:-~s s:ich ::c:rs;:,r. sees fit, ci.nd e..lso any :"'.:mey 

already distributed. 

Secti Jns a, 9, 10 and followinG secti c~o prescribe t t e 

po\7ers of the Co:·:~"!li ~ si:::m. T::ey are benerally to expe;1cl r:10:1eys 

L:i ven in s-u.cl::. :..!a.n:1er e.s tl:e Co .. :•.:irrnion s1~2.ll dee::1 proper, re;;:iir 

-;..'-Aile.lings or 00•;1-;ensate tl~e ormer tl:ereof, bu~.; t.ll ex:'J er.C!i t·.1res 

') f :.1'.Jney i in E:'J far an r.re.c'ticc.".;le , ~::a.ll ::e e::pe1:cled in e.c-

co1·c.1r-:.nce \! i tt. ~l:e expre~s lnte~.tim: of t ::-.e d~nor ti.e:-eof. 

T;..e oo:-:::.;i c ci c:. i::a:r· aid otl: r:r i·elief or;;r..nizatim .. s, :.1ay const::·J.ct 

bui ld:~:gs , :;:ay a~.:point officials, serva."1ts, a L_;e1:ts, t10:-k:-.:en, pro-

f e~ si.:mo.l !:1en ar.d experts. It :-::ay a.cq;;,ire real and. pe rs::me.l 

property and effect te.~:1porary l·:>ans. 

It sl:e.ll have tl:e ponei· to ca=:ry on e..."':.cl perf or:J c-.ny ci..r.d 

o.11 d:-lties \'Il:ici~ were c~nfe:rred upon !.ie~:~·rs. R'.)f;ers, r12llace 

a:'ld. Fowl~e as Oo:-;~:.:iesiJ1:ers U."'lder tl:e Inq'-Airies Act. F:irt::er 

(.uty is presc:rii:ecl tc ir:vesti~ate ir.t:> e:r:d rep:>:-t to tl;.e Gcverr:or-

General of Oane.d.a c.nc.l tl:.e Lieutenant Governor of !TOVt:!. Sc:rtia.-

t1-.e t'l.::1ounte:i of :::::mey ar..:: property subsc1·i 'bed for relief, a.dc~i ti :m-

1 . t i . a_ n::r:e:,· c.~:: _ proper y req:.i rec., ntat le~islation is ~ece~~ary 

r:i.:::l i;e:!arelly e.11 otl.er ~.:e.tt .:rs tl:at a.re inoident<:..l to t::.:e 

carr:: :'..n:; ;j"..lt o:' tl.e objects ,:,f t:.i s Act. 

T1..._e Co' .. :::i csion i:aEJ t::e powers c::ife1·1·ed. m.1der tl:e Inq:Uries 

Act of Car:a.C.rt a1: i..i. aleo tl.e Inq-;.;.iries Act of !T::ivP. Scctia. 

Tl:e Co:.~:.:i -sio1: l:?.S p:Jt-:ers t:) p::.·er-are e. torm plP n!:i!'lf;: 

ec:: e::1e for t~:e deve.et e.te:l c=i..rea c..:!C::. t::ose 1: ::.· :)vided in Sec"!;i : ::s 
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11, 12 anC 15 of tte Torr;. Planni r.f; Act, '1:.ich provide for re::10vci,l 

of "t:iuildinga, e.:-.~end.l:1ents l'Ii th respect to the same, and the 

power to acquire prope1·ty -... y gift projects or exprop;:i e~tion, 

are ap1;licaole t:J tl.e Hal ifax Relief Co!mni s sion. Excep t for 

t11ese tl:ree sections ti1e To\'m Plo.nninc: Act does not ci.prly to 

tl•e deva stated area. 

Section 12 enables t 11e Co: .. r.1ission to le.y d.own c:i.nd op en 

m~y new street in the devasta.tecl area, e..nd niden, straie:;hten 

or extend any existing- street and for tha.t lY~~pose r.:ay remove 

tl:e r!l':.ol e or any portion of any rmll or fence. 

Section 13 - The co::ir.1ission e.lso has the power to re.ise 

and lol'ler tl:e level of any street without being lia .. ble to a,ny 

action for damages thereby. 

Section 14 provides the Co::1mir:-sion · :ay te:npora:rily close 

c::my street in the devast a ted area. 

Sectio11 15 provides that the co:::micsion may use steam 

ro~lers in any street. 

Section 16 prohibits the construction upon any street 

in the devastn.ted area of any obstruction, encroacl:.:-:ient or 

encumbrance. 

Section 17 enables the Cor.m1ission to brepJc orppen t11e 

soil of any street. 

Section 16 provides that \7heneven any new street is opened 

by the Cor.c:r.i Psi on or ~ny existing street wiJ.e~:e( 1 straightened, 

etc., the property in the new street or in such existing street, 

so widened or straight enec.l, etc. 1 sh:: .. 11 f orthni th vest in the 

City, Town or Liunicipality, and ahr~ll be deemed for all p:irr oses 

a public street or road. 
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in a r.iarmer satisfactory to t!1e co:-:u-.~i PSion. I think t:~at it 

is very desira.ble t:iat in order to obtain a uniforn~i ty in the 

stret. ts the.t some thour;ht sh0ulci be given to lmving these sec

tions lined up \'Ji th ti:s Charter. This, however, is :probably 

too late at this stage, as probE.bly no more ner. streets \7ill 

be opened. 

Section 20 enables t11e Co:m:li~·sion to re-locate any ex-

isting street or close up the same or any part thereof and 

may sell or exchange or convey e..ny land no longer required 

and ::my expend the proceeds of the sale for the purpose of 

expropriation of lands required by tr.e co~~~i ~ sion for streets. 

Section 21 ene7.bles the co:nmi c s ion to divert a.11y public 

01· private sewers and to connect tt!i ti'! the sevier syste!n of the 

City, provided, however, that the Cor:lr.'lission oust provide ef

ficient sewerage for any property injuriously affected by e.ny 

di version, and forthermore, the Commi2sion in 1::aking such 

di version or cormection :nust do so in conformity r:i th the 

sewerage system of the City. 

Section 22 gives the co~:niss1011 power to divert m1ter 

r.mins and service pipes forr:1i!1t: part of the water supply syste!"fl 

of t:1e City and to ma.ke such connections therewith as the Com

mi ~sion i:1ay d c:em proper. The Commission c.leo has power to 

move and relocate hydrants and to inste.11 additional hydxe.nts 

as the Co:m1i£sion 1;1ay deem expedient; provided, however, that 

'7l:en the co:mr.i s sion does these things, such as diversions, 

connections, removals, etc. , it shall be done in confo1·i~1i ty 

~·:ith tl~e \'later su: ply syster.1 of the City. 

Section 23 provides t:ia.t the powers f;i ven by Sections 

11 to 22 of the Act are par~!l.ount to e.ny other statutes and 

super cede any similax powers given by the City. 

Section 24 provides that Section 769 of the Ha~ ifax City 

Charter ( 1914-) w1'1ich is Section 741 of the 1 931 Cl:arter, eh2.ll 
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·::ave no a1JIJlication to the co .. i ::'!Sion n1:d tl:n.t the Co:·::: .. :i - si O!l 

:1:1.y ti .. erefore c :Jnstruct ".:uildi r:~s o:: r!Latever ::mterial tl:e 

Co?1Lii:~ion -:1-.inks s· .. ti tr~ble. 

(S.f':;)Ti:e Co~.:::1i:=-~ion, ins:> ftu: as ti:e devast~tted ci.ree. is con-

cerned, has power t:> a:·::end, repeal, alter ox add t0 tl1e -crovis-

ions of Fart 10 of tl:e Ct.art er, \'1l:ich ie the Euildins Act, so-

called, and provides for tl:.e publication of s:ic!: e.:·.iend!:1e~ts 

etc. 

Section 26 - The Cor.i:.:i ,...sion is Given po\1er of exp1·oprie.tion. 

The i~1et11.od of expropriation see?ns t::i be so:::er1hat E!ir.:tilar to 

the expropriation sections of the Charter. 

Section 27 - iio tEx, rate or aese;:;!::-Jent, either provi:::lcial, 

ci vie, :.t..micipal or other\'Jise sl-.a.11 be rated, levied or c.f.1r:-ee,...ed 

up:n: the Co::mi ~ sion or upon or in respect of c:.ny property rec;.l 

or :-: er~::m:;:). of tl:e Co:.imi r.sion. 

Section 2S provic?.es t::at serva!lts, a:.:er:.ts, er.!plJyecs r...nd 

c..;nti·actors are· ex&mpt from sy:ieci a l tax, levies, a.Pse 0 f'?::ents 

o:r license feee: in respect to t: or}c in t~-..e deve.stated 2.Tea. a."1d 

"!:he Sec~li ions of t : .. e Cl:a:rt er de2~ling wi ti: such tci_xes fo:r non-

resider..t c ::nt1·acto:;.·s are suspended at thc.i.t tir:1e fro:1 Dec6:..-:be1· 

6t~~, 1917 to Deoe:·.1ber 6th, 19$20. 

Sec~ion 29 provides that the Com~i~Eion has po"1er to 

orgc.nize coui·ts of inq:iiry c:.s it sl::i.11 think fit ci.nd to re~-:.Uate 

ti1e proceG:.l.Xe t h ereof. 

Section 30 enables tl1e co::uir:sion t::> c:>ntinue in pos~ er-sion 

cf r::ny lend no\1 in the pos ~e,...sion of the Halifax Relief CO!:l-

n:i "Si on ci.s he1·etofore cons ti tut ed. 

Section 31 ~i ves t:1e Coi"L:i ~ - ion the ri ~_;ht to occt:py ·ciuild-

inr;s p laced by tl:erJ on le.nds vii th 01· r!i tl10ut the 001;,sent of 

t:-.e m7ner, but in reEmect to r!h icl1 comp ensation elm.11 be l:·r.id. 

Section 32 he.vinb' ·o t:: en repealed in io20 in n::it nou i:i:-;·orte.'!l.t. 

Sectior. 33 su°J:..·oge.tes t::e Qo:'.:1:1ir-si::m t::> [lny ir:.cu.rance 
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comp~-riies r;Lich ~;~a~r l.2.ve inm.u·ed property in tl:e cievastP.ted 

area in respect to rr:•ich t1"1e Co:·:1~:1i~sicn 1:as !laid coi:ipensci.tion. 

Section 34 i,u..~ifies the tre..nsf er of 1:Dney ar:d. 1:roperty 

fro:;1 ti.1e Hftlifax nelief Comui ttee to tl-..e Com'.:i i ~nion. 

Section 35 p1·ovider, that all benefits, ri [) :ts, etc. , 

of contr~wts entered into by tl1e Conn::i -<:'ion inure to ti':..e b ene:'i t 

of tl:e Co!·:i::1ission. 

Section 36 provides t t Bt no action or procecdin~s shall 

be br Jut;ht agninst t !:e ·.:e:·:ibers of tl:e C:J:-.:r:1i r:: sion or ag1?.inst 

R. T. !;e.cilrei th or Ralph P. Bell, or the Halifax Relief com-

!~i ttees or comr:1i tt ees, etc., for a."1y act .:~one b y tLem from 

t :.e Gt:. of Dece·:ber 1917 to the date of the coming intQ force 

of t~:is Act, provided tl:n.t sucll act or deed 'l'las d:me fo1· the 

:t:el:.ef of per s::ms suffer in~ lo :;;s, etc. , from t!-.. e disa,st er. 

Sec ti on 37 ene:oles Co:'.1:-:1i · sion to :·Jpirn loans to any 

City • . 

Section 3.S e~c..bles t:"j_e Com~1i r-: si ::m to define t::.e tern 

11 d.evastated arean, w:1ich :~ c:.y be f1·0::1 time ta tir:ie e~1la.r ced 

or restricted, notice of the sar:1e srmll be pu blish ed ir.. at 

lee.st two insertions in the Raye.l GG.zette ru1d in at least 

th:r ee ne't'1spapers pu'blisl1ed in the City of Hci.l ifax. 

Section 39 provi def? t r.at after June 10th, 1918 , tl:e \Tork-

r:>en• s Cor.ipensation Act cee.se t:> be 2.::;:licu;.::1e to an:,r a::-vh~ent 

or injury ai·isini:, fro1;1 the explos ion; provided, however, that 

if r::i.:y ~)erson enti 'tled to tl:e benefit of the ITork:nen ' s Co:;1per.-

sation Act d.oes not xecei ve from tr~ e Comr.1i s sion compensr.tion 

at least equivalent to t::.at r11:ich sue h person would lw,ve been 

entitled to '1.lllder the rlorlmen' s Cor.11jensation Act, then .i.:1:is 

section she.11 not a:;ply, except to the extent of the cor;l:pen-

sat ion r eoei ved -Dy such perE:on from tLe c:i:::i11i ~ sion. 
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EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

DATED JANUARY 13th, 1927. 

HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION CLAIM: 

Read report of the Finance Committee on adjustment 
of the claim of the Halifax Relief Conunission against the City 
of Halifax, and counter claim or the City against the Com
mission: 

His Worship the Mayor 
and City Council. 

Gentlemen: 

Committee Room, 
City Hall, 
Jan. 12, 1927. 

Your Committee on Finance to whom was referred the 
Claim of the Halifax Relief Commission beg to report as follows: 

At a meeting of the City Council held on the 25th 
November last, His Worship the Mayor informed the Council that 
Mr. Justice Rogers, Chairman of the Halifax Relief Conunission, 
had asked for a settlement of the Claim of the Halifax Relief 
Commission against the City, and as the City had a counter claim 
against the Comm1ssion the matter was referred to this Committee 
with power to adjust accounts, and prepare a scheme of settlement, 
same to be subject to ratification by the Council. 

Your Committee together with His Worship the Mayor, 
City Solicitor, City Engineer, City Auditor and City Treasurer, 
have had several conferences with the Relief Cormnission, and have 
spent much time and energy going over the various items in the 
accounts. 

A hearing on the subject of the adjustment was given 
by the Commission at the County Court House on the 14th day of 
December 1926 at which the members were given an opportunity or 
expressing their views on the adjustment as proposed by the 
Commission. 

At a meeting or the Conmittee held on January 3rd, 
the Chairman submitted and read a report covering the adjustment 
or the Commission on all outstanding accounts between the City 
of Halifax and the Relief Commission, a copy of which is hereto 
attached. 

Your Comm1ttee reconunend that the adjustment as sub
mitted by the Relief Conunission be approved and the award accepted 
subject to an adjustment in the allowance tor taxes as suggested 
by the City Auditor. 

Your Committee further reconnnend that the City 
Solicitor be instructed to draft the necessary legislation to 
carry into effect the proposed settlement. 

Alderman Power dissenting on account or the magnitude 
of the interests involved, being or the opinion that the Council 
should consider and deal with the subject. · 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Sgd) John J. Power 
CHAIRMAN 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



• 

' 

- 2 -

IN RE ADJUSTMENT OF OUTSTANDING MATTERS 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF HALIFAX AND THE HALIFAX 

RELIEF COMMISSION. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES AS TO THE FINDINGS OF THE COMMISSIONERS. 

1. CASH ADVANCES TO THE CITY $757,907.30. 

Begin.tling on Janua!-.y 14th, 1918, and continuing up 
to Jilly 7th, 1919, the Commission at the urgent request of the 
City autho~ities made some seventeen loans to the City, these 
varying in amount from $5,000 to $100,000 and aggregating 
$532,300.00a 

The Commission at that time had no funds which could 
then be applicable even in part to meet the City's reparation 
claimsa The Conunisaion in addition to cash loans advanced direct 
to the School Board a further sum of $154,870.00, that being the 
then value of the three destroyed schools, as appraised by Mr. 
J. c. Har-ris6 

In addition to these advances there were special 
expenditures made by the Com.mission on the City's account, at 
its request aggregating $32,660.90, thus increasing the indebted
ness of the City to the Commission to the sum of $564,965.90 
(including the payments on destroyed schools account). 

For these advances the Connnission accepted from time 
to time certificates of shares in the Consolidated Fund 1905, upon 
the undertaking that the necessary borrowing powers from the 
Legislature would be obtainedo In due course the necessary Acts 
were passed (See Chapter 63 of the Acts of 1918, and Chapters 81 
and 82 of the Acts of 1919.) 

On the above named sum of $564,965.90 the interest 
accrued up to December 1st, 1920, that being the earliest 
practicable date an adjustment could have been made between the 
City and the Commission, amounted to the sum of $70,737.30. The 
sum of $154,870000 advanced against the destroyed schools is added 
to the other items to show the total advances as of the date 
mentioned, namely $757,907.30. No interest, however, has been 
charged against the destroyed schools account and by a cross entry 
the full amount of that item is allowed on the City reparation 
account a 

2. THE CLAIMS OF THE CITY: 

The City claims have been adjusted after many con
ferences between the undersigned on the one hand, and the members 
of the City Finance Conunittee, City Engineer and Auditor on the 
other side, at $510,770.53, or including the allowance with respect 
to destroyed schools, at $665,640.53. 

Our findings with respect to the repairs to the injured 
schools and the City buildings are, after a careful examination of 
the City 1 s expenditures, based in large part on the report of Mr. 
J. c. Harris, who was employed by us some years ago to inspect the 
reparation work and report to us. Mr. Harris is a well and 
favourably known contr-actor of large experience and a former 
alderman and School Commissioner. 
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The item of sundl"'Y losses $36,471.53 is made up of 
various claims which were presented along with many untenable 
and subsequently disallowed CLAIMS to the Commission at a very 
late date. We had required the City to present all its claims 
to us in or before the month of October 1918, so that we could 
make our final appeal to the Federal Government for further con
tributions before claims of the larger business concerns and civic 
and municipal losses could even be considered; but these belated 
claims were not presented to us until April 20th, 1925. 

As the public has always well understood, the amount 
of three million dollars finally granted to the Conunission was 
not sufficient to cover the losses in full, and it was always 
recognized that the 0laim of the City for reparations should remain 
in abeyance until all others were adjusted. It soon became clear 
to us that no more than two-thirds of the appraised loss could be 
allowed to the City by way of reparations. This explains the 
deduction from the allowed claims {other than that in respect to 
the destroyed schools) of $170,256084 which appears in the account. 

It is also to be noted that the Commission did not 
have in its hands any moneys out of which it could respond to 
City claims until the last instalment of $500,000 of the final 
three million dollars contribution was received in 1920. 

3. GROSS F.ELIEF ALLOWANCE: 

our detezamination therefore to grant a gross relief 
allowance of $495,383.69 with respect to proven direct losses, 
subject to the deduction of appropriate charges against the City 
for ordinary municipal works, and other contra accounts, is 
regarded by the Conunission as being a liberal contribution and 
the extreme amount which we feel justified in fixing under all 
the relevant circumstances. 

4. DEDUCTION FOR WATERWORKS, SEWERS, SIDEWALKS, ETC. 

The Commission has decided after the most careful con
sideration that for the civic works executed and paid for out of 
the funds provided for the erection of houses in the devastated 
area, the sum of $252,105.11 must be set off against the gross 
relief allowance. This is the minimum sum at which we reel 
justified in fixing the City's usual share of water extension, 
sidewalk and paving construction. The sum is considerably less 
·than the actual expenditure and Mr. H. B. Pickings, c • E. , who 
represented the Commission in this undertaking, reported to us 
that the sum of $349,912.50 should reasonably and properly be 
charged in respect to this work, as being the City•s usual share 
of such services. Notwithstanding the contention of City Engineer 
Johnston, that the amount suggested by Engineer Pickings is ex
cessive, we feel we would be fully wari.~anted in reducing the relief 
allowance by the sum Mr. Pickings had recormnended. In view, however, 
of the considerations urged before us, and taking into account a 
number of cross credits of doubtful merit claimed by the City in 
its statement presented to us, the lesser sum suggested by the 
figures of the City Engineer has been finally adopted. 

The suggestion put forward on behalf of the City that 
these expenditures were made in carrying out a town planning scheme, 
and that the whole expense should therefore be borne by the Com-

• 
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mission is supported. neither by the facts nor the justice of the 
case. The Commission execLtted its works under its statutory 
authority,, quite apart from i'ts powers as to town planning. The 
town planning provisions of the statute were never acted upon by 
us,, but even had they been, the Ccmrnission has met without any 
expense to the City all the new planning. This is a matter quite 
separate and apart from the laying of water mains and sewers, and 
the construction of sidewalks and pavements which were, indeed, 
necessar'Y, and the payment of a large portion of which has been 
borne by the Commission as owner, as in the case of an individual 
citizen. 

Moraovc~, the Commission has also met, without any 
cha.rge to the City, the expenses of rough grading the streets, the 
cuttings {especially in connection with Fort Needham) and the large 
fills required in order to carry out the general improvement. 

It is s~arcely arguable that the Commission should 
exercise its discretion and pay to the City relief allowances and 
not; take into account the cost of these works which are of such 
m~terial importanoe to the northern part of the City. 

5o FURTHER CREDITS TO WHICH COMMISSION IS ENTITLED: 

The Golll'llission made a number of special expenditures 
on the City Ac~oilnt and at its request, aggregating $36,694.40, 
and ether small items amounting to $3,665.13. 

There can be no substantial difference of view between 
the City and ourselves as to the propriety of these cross ~harges. 

6. NEIJ.' BALANCE PAYABLE BY THE CIT'"i: 

These allowances and various deductions, with the 
addition of interest from December lat, 1920, to December lat, 
1926, fix the total indebtedness of the City to the Commission at 
$687,305.79. This sum, however, as we intimate in a later para
graph may be reduced to $600,000 by a voluntary contribution to 
the civio taxation on the terms indicated in that paragraph. 

7. CIT'I SECURITIES HELD F.l THE COMMISSION: 

In 1919 the various borrowings of the City from the 
Commission repr•esented by certificates of shares in the Con
solidated Fund, were at the City•s request, consolidated into one 
certificate for $565,000.00 payable January lat, 1921. The Com
mission stated it would not then ask for payment of the accrued 
inter'est pending final adjustment. In 1920 a request for another 
year 1 s respite was made and a renewal certificate was furnished 
redeemable on the 1st January, 19220 Since the maturity of this 
share certificate, earnest but unsuccessful efforts have been made 
to get the authorities to come to an adjustment. The Commission 
declined to r-enew the certificate, and although we repeatedly urged 
that the SQ~ of at least $25,,000 r-epresenting the probable interest 
payable on the adjusted debt should be assessed each year, no 
amount for this purpose was so included in the estimates or 
assessedo 
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8 e REJEG'l'ED GI.AIMS : 

Those in author·ity 1·10uld appear to us to have been 
:r'elying o~ tlholly 11nt~nable ~laims in an attempt to set off the 
City's liability undt:r its bor1"0Wlngso On the 20th day of April, 
1925:; there was presented to us, in r&sponse to the Commission•s 
r-epeated efforts to obtain an adjustment of all outstanding claims 
a list ·~f claims aggregating over $1,000,000, but at too late a 
date to enable the work of adjustment to be overtaken before expiry 
of the ter0m of the then I"la.yor of the City o As soon as it 'l.·Ias 
convenient;, we urged on the pr"&sent Ms.yo!" and Council the 
adv1.sabili !;y vf having the whole p:.."c~olem discussed and finalized, 
not only 0:1 ou:• n·m e.c. ;;oi.lnt, a ~onside-rable portion of our Pension 
Ftu'"'l•i ha"'..ring bef:i-n ~!1satisfa::;torily tied up, but also in the City's 
m·m inte:res-:s.v it s'riculc be -~lear that the City could not justify 
longer· dtalay in ha·ving the a.moi.:nt of its liability fixed, and due 
st eps taken to maet ito 

Cc!lside::able time has bean spent with the Mayor and the 
Audito=- in ~ learing away I!'.iS:.L"lder,standings which might prevent a 
speedy adj :.<.s::!Lent e On t!'le fir'st days of December instant the 
Commissio:-1 mc-t at t!15 City Hall w1·ch the Mayor, the members of the 
Finance Committee, and civi~ officials, and the general situation 
was dis!!ussedo The Coirl.mission has held a number of conferences 
with tr~e :representatives of the Finam::e Committee and Engineer and 
Auditor:: and a.lso held one meeting at the Mayor' e instance to which 
a l l Al dermen were invited, and most of them attended and the various 
accounts and c:laims have been thoroughly enquired into from the 
point of' ·i.riew of the City as well as that of the Commission. 

9.. INDIRECT LOSSES EXCLUDEDe 

It has been a Ifl~tter of conunon knowledge that the orders 
in Coun~il undei~ which our funds were distributable provided that 
direct mater·ial losses caused by the explosion were alone to be 
conside.r~d, and that all indirect or· consequential damages must be 
exclL1ded.. It was therefore with some surprise that we found that 
the City was scheduling against us claims that were for this reason 
quite beyond the scope of our authority, and claims which have been 
r epeatedly disallowed in connection with the settlement of claims of 
individual citizenso The Commission made it clear on every occasion 
upon which they met the Comndttee that claims on the part of the 
City of this nature amounting to over $500,000 could not be con
sidered at all~ In our opin:1.on the allowance of these claims, in 
whole or in par·t, would be wholly unjustifiable, and we must express 
regret that, instead of our being pressed to consider them further, 
they we:re not frankly \·11thdram10 

10. TAXNrION 

Under the provisions of its Act of Incorporation the 
Co~.mission 2 s property was for obvious reasons exempt from all assess
mentso Notwithstanding this provision the City has assessed the 
property of the Conunission in the devastated area, and at a high 
valuationD 'Ille Commission: however, thought that when the property 
bec~ame revenue bearing it was only right that it should acquiesce in 
a fair contribution to the City revenues in lieu of taxation, and 
therefor-e, in the earlier years the Commission voluntarily paid 
substantial sumsD Later on the Commission paid no taxes, or con
tributions in lieu of taxas, because the City had failed to pay 
interest on its borrowings from the Commission. The settlement of 
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