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e (ECEIVED
l * Canadian Pension Commission canadienne
.. Commission_ _ despensions, =~

oramen Frévaen JuL 1 w8t

PO Box 9900 Casior posial 9900

Charlotigiown, PEL. Chariottetown (1-P.£)

CtAdve CiA BVS -
MAVER'S OFFICE

-

of: ¥ ) ke ' JuTy 13, 1987
At CTRECEIVED )

His Hors?ip Mayor Wallace JL 16 B8 .
City Hal CITY CLERK [
1841 Argyle Street CITY HAEIJRK i
Halifax, Nova Scotia : {
B3J 3A5 e

Dear Mayor Wallace:

Thank you for your letter of May 25, 1987 concerning the
funds administered by the Canadian Pension Commission under
the Halifax Relief Commission Pension Continuation Ack.

You wlill see from the attached that as of July 1987, the
Halifax Explosion Pension Fund has a balance of $917,646.79.
In June 1987, $16,795.91 was disbursed from the fund to the
40 remaining recipients. As you may be aware, this fund is
caretully examined each year and an actuarial forecast of
expenditures is prepared. Based on this forecast, and the
revenues received by the fund, the amount of pension paid to
the recipient 1is established for the next period. A

" projection by the Department of Insurance indicates that,
with prudent management, the funds will be exhausted at
approximately the same time as the demise of the Jlast
pension recipient. However, should there be monies left in
the fund at that time, the Act prevides for the transfer of
the balance of the credit of the Account to a provincial or
municipal body in Nova Scotia to ‘be used for the continued
rehabjlitation of the area of Halifax that was damaged by
the explosion.

I trust this information will be helpful to you.

Maj.-Gen. (R Wot¥e, CD, QC

Chairman

xe (lesmeen’
Cofoe 2SS

Canada
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I * I Minister Minisire
Labour Canada Travail Canada

9@0&/ 2 /5

July 16, 1981

His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace

City of Halifax

City Hall 2
1841 Argyle Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3A5

Your Worship:

Mr. A.0. Solomon, Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission, has now
provided me with a copy of a letter he sent to you on June 18 concerning the
Halifax Relief Commission. If you have anything further you wish to discuss
concerning the two items covered in that letter, please feel free to contact
me.

i he appli-
. rs. Gertrude Fitzgerald (formerly Mrs. Gertrude Flemming) and Mis
Hazel Stacey.

Meanwhi

Insofar as hiss Catheryn Harlen and Mr. Quinton Lantd are concerned, Mr.
Solomon reports that there is no record of either of these individuals having
applied to the Commission for pension benefits. Will you please let them know
that if they now wish to apply, the Commission will consider their applications.
Detailed correspondence should be sent to Mr. Solomon informing him of the
details of their injuries, giving the names and addresses of parents or persons
with whom they were 1iving before and after the explosion, and information
concerning medical treatment or hospitalization.

With kind regards,

Sincerely,

s

Gerald A. Reg
GR/ds

House of Commons  Chambre des communes 4 "
opy of Clerk's Office HistoricQ %%?enéélﬁeqp‘l-ﬁalifax RQF&?\?@mrﬁﬂé%%%z-s-msz provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Remove



Government of Canada Gouvernement du Caqada & ettt -
l Persion Commission Commission des pensions _
2FE/ES

£

Chairman Président

OTTAWA, Ontario
K1A OP4

18 June 1981 § RECEIVED

4

JUN 24 1981
His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace
City Hall MAYOR'S OFFICE
1841 Argyle Street e
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3A5

Dear Mayor Wallace:

Thank you for having sent me a copy of your letter to the
Honourable Gerald A. Regan dated 19 May 1981, respecting
the Halifax Relief Commission.

Two pointe were raised in your letter. One was that you
had requested an inquiry in Halifax into certain aspects
of the work of the Commission relevant to pensioners and
prospective pensioners who were injured or alleged to have
been injured in the Halifax explosion. The other was in
relation to a2 resocolution of the Halifax City Council that
the pension rates be increased to a rate more favorably
compared to the cost of living index.

With respect to the first item, you enclosed a copy of a
letter dated 5 July 1978 addressed to the Honourable Jean
Chrétien, then Minister of Finance in which you questioned
the legality of certain lump sum payments made by the
Halifax Relief Commission shortly after the explosion, and
in which you also suggested that the Commission hold an
inquiry in Halifax.

Unfortunately I had no way of knowing that you had written
Mr. Chrétien or what you were seeking.

In any event you are aware that the Commission does review
existing pensions and has in fact authorized changes in
rates when warranted. It also considers new claims.

Insofar as the adequacy of lump sum settlements to parents

on behalf of minors is concerned, the Commission is of the
opinion that the legislation then in effect provided all

the authority necessary to the Halifax Relief Commission

to make such payments. As you know, that Commission was et s
operating under difficult circumstances and with very

pe: /1981
limited funds. ({V‘&
1+l v w2
Cana.da \%7-\—4?

nemabonale
Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Peré8AEFIRTSHHRETST Removed



Insofar as the resolution requesting increased payments is
concerned, I must reiterate my former comment that as much
as the Commission would like to improve the position of
the individual recipients, it is bound to operate within
the bounds of actuarial realities. We would be derelict
in our duty and subject to severe criticism if we
authorized an increase in the pension rate when the funds
were not there to support it. Such action would be
irresponsible and could result in the fund not having
sufficient monies with which to continue paying the
pensioners until their deaths. With a small group it is
very difficult to predict the incidence of death. It is
now almost two years since the last death of a Halifax
explosion pensioner. In that period we would normally
have lost four or five through death. Personally, I hope
they all continue to live and enjoy 1life for many years to
come, but I must add that if they do, the probability of
any pension increase even approaching the cost of living
changes will be remote. I know you are aware that the
monies available for these pensions come from a trust fund
established at the time of the explosion. No new funds
have been voted by Parliament or the Nova Scotia
legislature for that purpose in the intervening years.

Yours sincerely,

Sl

A.0. Solomon,
Chairman.

N
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June 15, 1981 Jun 181981

MAYOR'S OFFICE

His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace
City of Halifax

City Hall

1841 Argyle Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3A5

Dear Mayor Wallace:

I have your letters of May 19th and 28th, concerning the
Halifax Relief Commission.

Please be assured that I will be following through on the
matters you have raised, and reporting back to you as soon
as possible.

In the meantime, you will be interested to note the contents

of a letter I sent to Alde i
i i i itzgerald (formerl
rs. Gertrude Flemming) and Miss Hazel Staceyl.

Yours sincerely

Gerald A. Re@an

Enciosure

House of Commons  Chambre des communes
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May 14, 1980

Alderman Nick Meagher L/X//

6415 Quinpool Road
Halifax, Hova Scotia
B3L 1A7

Dear Hick:

This refers to oggfeaE1ier_:ﬁz:nspnnﬂ&ncﬁzcﬁnnezning_ihj
appli ons by Firs. fertrude Fitzgerald ‘and her sister
m Stacey,V

under the Halffax Relief Pensfion Act.

In a reply from the 0ffice of the Minister of Veterans
Affairs, I am advised that, initfally, representations were

made in Augﬁgt.lﬂlﬂ_hg_the_ﬂgvu Scotfa Denarton cial
Services on Mrs. Fitzgarald's behaif. Mrs, Fitzgerald

believed that she should be entitled to some assistance as

2 result of injuries suffered in the Halifax explosion.
Following receipt of the letter from the Departnent of Social
Services, an exhaustive search was made of the records of the
Halifax Relief Commission. Very little proagress was made for

sone time in finding enough infornation on
decision -] e1ﬁlnshmm_ﬁggfh?fgzggi2737§
nane was E-!rs. Gartrude Flemingl r. Flemaing apparently died
as 2 result of the explosion and his widow subsequently re-
married more than once, A record of her involyement in the
explosion was finally found under the name of which was
her name at the time her case was settied in 191B.

Once Mrs. Fitzgerald's file was located %n October 1979, her
case was reviewed, and the Coimission, unfortunately, had no
alternative but te reject her claim. The rejection was based
on the fact that, while she was pafd pension following the
explosion until her second marrfage, at that time the Halifax
Relief Comission made a lump sum payment to her in full
settlement of all claims, both past and future. It was the
normal procedure of the Commission not to contd ons
on re-marriage. In the Commission's letter to Ers FitzSera]d
dated February 27, 1980, she was advised of the decision in her
case, that 1s, that her request for pensfon had been thoroughly
examined and 1t had been determined that pensfion had been
properly awarded following the explosion, paid, and discontinued

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality érchives - Personal Information Removed
LN ]



following her marriage to %harTes Leachl A copy of the receipt
she signed in Hovember 1918 in which she was paid "in full for
all claims against the Commfssion past and future®, was also
sent to her for her information.

In the case of Miss Hazel Staceyl sister of Mrs. Fitzgera1dé the
records show that she did not receive any injury as a resuit of
the explosion and that any health problems from which she suffered
in 1818 and later, pre-existed the explosion.

Apparently t jes from various sources
on behalf of Mrs. Fitzgerald and Miss Stacey) requesting that pension
be paid to them as they are experiencing cons{derable financial hard-
ship. As much as the Canadian Pensfon Commissfon {s sympathetic to

their circumstances, it doas not have the funds, nor does 1t have the
authority,to pay pensfon purely on the grounds of financial distress.

Sfnce Mrs. Fitzgerald was marrfed at the time of the explosion, I
must assume that she i1s receiving the 01d Age Security Pension and,
if eligible, the Guaranteed Income Supplement.

I regret that I am not in a position to give you a more favourable
response with regard to the Halifax Relief Pensfon Act applications,
and hope that you will not hesitate to contast me again 1f you feel
that I might be of further assistance in any way.

Hith kindest regards.

Yours sincerely

O:'lg'mol ngned BY

Original :
Gerald A. Regan

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed
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Dear Mr. Regan:

Reference is made to your letter of 25 September 1980
respecting the funds remaining in the Halifax Explosion
1917 Pension Account as established under the authority of
the Halifax Relief Commission Pension Continuation Act.

I was unable to find any recent correspondence with you on
the subject, but am aware that you had correspondence with
the late Honourable Daniel J. MacDonald, Minister of
Veterans Affairs, on the subject.

You have asked for my views on the suggestions put forward
by Mayor ‘Hanson of Halifax that a portion of the funds be
used for street repairs to the area surrounding the site
of the explosion or that a contribution be made to a
proposed memorial to the victims of the explosion.

I zm afraid that my response would be negative for two
reasons. The first is that under the terms of the recent
legislation the assets of the Halifax Relief Commission
were turned over to the Minister of Finance who was bound
by subsisting obligations and liabilities of the
Commission that were transferred to him by the legislation
which dissolved the Commission. The legislation provided
that these funds be paid into a pension account and that
the Canadian Pension Commission is vested with the
authority to pay out these funds in relation to pensions,
grants and allowances in respect of death or injury
sustained in the explosion at Halifax in 1917. In my view
this Commission does not have the authority to expend the
remaining funds for any other purpose but pensions, grants
or allowances as stated .

----.-2

Otlawa, Canada
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The second, and more important reason is that the funds
remaining in the Trust are limited. It is of greater
importance to ensure that there be sufficient money to
continue paying pensions during the lifetime of those
entitled. As much as this Commission tries to be as
generous as possible in its awards, we are faced with
actuarial realities. There were not sufficient funds on
hand last year to enable us to provide more than a nominal
increase. On 1 January 1980, pensions paid from the fund
were able to be increased by 5.3% although the Consumer
Price Index increase authorized for veterans' pensions was
8.9%.

You are no doubt aware that the legislation provides that
when no further amounts are required on account of
pensions, grants or allowances, any balance shall be
transferred to a provineial or municipal body in Nova
Scotia for the continued rehabilitation of the area that
was devastated by the explosion in 1917.

I am sorry that I did not meet with any of the municipal
officials of Halifax during my recent visit there. I was
not aware that they wanted to meet with me.

If I can be of any further assistance, please do not
hesitate to get in touch with me.

Your ncerely,

A. - W

Chairman.

Ci:py of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Cemmission- 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



o and ™l TLJ Longe plues w@ﬂm’

4 l Governmenioi Canada Gouvernement du Canada
i Pension Commission Commission des pensions "
Chairman Président

15 October 1980

The Honourable Gerald A. Regan, P.C., M.P.
Mipister, Labour Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OAGb

ATTENTION: Mr. Peter Dalgleish

Dear Mr. Regan:

RE: Halifax Relief Commission %Lnsion Continuation Act

Please refer to your letter of 25 September and my reply of 2
October respecting the funds remaining in the Halifax Explosion
1917 Pension Account. In my letter I indicated that I had been
unable to locate any recent correspondence from you on the
subject.

Your letter to we of 18 September 1980 finally arrived in my
office yesterday, 14 October.

Following a discussion with Mr. Peter Dalgleish of your office,
the following additional information may be helpful to you.

The current value of the fund is approximately $1,320,000.

Of this amount, approximately $500,000 is in the form of bonds,
the bulk of which pay interest at rates varying between U 1/2%
and 5 1/2%. These were investments made by the Halifax Relief
Commission. The remainder, which has been paid into the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, draws interest at 90% of the three
month Treasury Bill rate. At the present time pension payments
are running at the rate of $155,587 a year and if at all
possible actuarially, the Commission would like to provide an
increase in January 1981 to help offset the increased cost of
living.

No thought hass been given to making lump sum payments to the

remaining pensioners to free up a sum for other purposes. To
do so, would, I feel, be doing a disservice to the remaining

pensioners whose needs will not grow less with the passing of
time.

Your inquiry about the eventual disposal of any balance of the
fund after the death of the last surviving pensioner was
answered in my letter of 2 October.

Yo sincerely,

Ottawa, Canada W‘J

Copy of Clerk's Office HistbtiéaDRérerence file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 prdvid by SelfdxFB&dhal Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed
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I SECURITY - CLASSIFICATION -DE SECURITE

A

OUR FILE — N/REFERENCE

—
T.O’ Gerald A. Regan
L
-

| YOUR FILE — V/REFERENCE

— =

FROM Peter Dalglish

DATE

DE
[ QS . ] October 8, 1980

swaeer Halifax Relief Commission Pension Continuation Act
OBJET

1) The Halifax Relief Commission was established in 1917; money
for relief came from many sources and amounted to some $30,000,000.
The Commission had broad powers with respect to clearance, rebuild-
ing, repairing, looking after the injured, and the provisions of
pensions when they considered it to be warranted.

2) By 1975 the number of pensioners had declined to 65 and today

the number has been reduced to 53. In 1976 the Commission was dis-
banded and the Canadian Pension Commission assumed all responsibility
for the administration of pensions.

3) Mr. A.O0. Solomon, Chairman of the Pension Commission, has
recently replied to your letter concerning the possible use of the
pension funds for a memorial dedicated to the victims of the explo-
sion, or for street repairs. Mr. Solomon states that it would not
be possible to put the funds to this use for two reasons:

a) When the Commission was disolved in 1976, the Minister of

Finance in assuming responsibility was bound by subsisting obligations
and liabilities of the Commission. In Mr. Solomon's view the
Commission does not have the authority to expend the remaining funds
for any purpose other than pensions, grants or allowances.

b) The second and more important reason is that the funds remaining
in the Trust are limited. Over the years the Commission has received
voluminous correspondence specifically requesting that the question
of additional pensions be raised. After considerable study the
Commission was able to make some substantial changes in 1978; while
not all pensions were increased at the same rate, there was a minimum
increase of 8.5% compared to the 7.2% Consumer Price Indexchange. In
1979 the increase was established at 9.1% and in 1980 it amounted to
only 5.3%, while the Consumer Price Index authorized for veteran's
pensions was 8.9%. The funds presently on hand will not permit a
greater increase at this time; therefore it would be extremely dif-
ficult to justify alloting a portion of the remaining funds for a
memorial or street rewair, even if it were within the mandate of the
Commission. .

cc: David Zareski
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| # ‘Government Gouvernement
| of Canada du Canada MEMORANDUM NOTE DE SERVICE

r— —| SECURITY - CLASSIFICATION - DE SECURITE

10 ' Minister

B OUR FILE—N/REFERENCE
L iR
B _| YOUR FILE — V/REFERENCE

T Peter Dalglish E
DE ] DATE

K © i : ] October 15, 1980
SUBJECT Halifax Relief Commission

OBJET

Mr. A.0. Solomon, Chairman of the Pension Commission,
indicated the following to me today:

1) The present assets of the Fund total approximately
$1.3 million. Last year approximately $140,000 was
paid out in pensions.

2) Concerning the eventual disposition of the funds of the
Trust, the Halifax Relief Commission Pension Continuation
Act provides that the Minister of Finance may authorize
the transfer of the funds to a provincial or municipal
body to assist in the continued rehabilitation of the
area affected by the explosion. Mr. Solomon believes
that the words of the Act limit the use of the funds to
what could be considered to be "rehabilitation"; there-
fore a memorial probably would not qualify.

3) As I indicated in my earlier memo, there are about 53
individuals receiving pensions from the Fund at present.
Some of these were infants at the time of the explosion,
and now are only in their mid sixties. The Fund could
therefore be paying out pensions for another twenty
years, or longer.

4) Mr. Solomon indicates that no thought has been given to
the idea of terminating the pensions once all recipients
have reached sixty five years of age and are eligible for
the 0ld Age Security Pension. He believes the limited
resources of the Fund prohibit the funding of either street
repair or a memorial until the responsibility to the pen-
sioners no longer exists.

5) Mr. Solomon is preparing a letter for you containing this

information. I'll have it for you in time for your trip
to Halifax.

[
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY HALL, 1841 ARGYLE STREET

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
B3J 3A5

January 30, 1981

Dear Mr. Minister

I wish to thank you for your letter of
November 4, 1980, concerning the Halifax Relief
Commission, and further, to express the
appreciation of the City for the obvious effort
made on our behalf in this matter.

I have now had an opportunity to review
the files in the context of the points raised
in your letter. I believe the matter which you
raise in your letter concerning the eventual
disposition of the funds in the trust to be very
valid. The funds in the trust have only marginally
reduced in the period since custody was transferred
to the Federal Pensions Commission in June, 1976.
Present rates of interest should permit substantial
discharge of the current annual obligations of
$155,587 from the proceeds from investments of
the current assets of $1,320,000. We are, hopefully,
able to look forward to an eventual capital surplus
within the fund.

I find that I must disagree with Mr. Solomon
of the Pensions Commissions regarding subsisting
obligations which might restrict the making of
capital contributions apart from pensions grants and
allowances. It appears very probable that the
full discharge of all pensions, grants and allowances
will leave a residual credit balance, which should be
used for a public purpose in the immediate area of
the explosion damage. There is no doubt that the
original terms of the fund permitted such expenditure.
The Halifax North End Library, a number of parks and
the Police Boys Club are tangible proof of the
ability of the Commission to make capital contributions
to public fac:lities in the explosion area. The
North End Library, in particular, was constructed
by Relief Commission funds.

Ve ¥
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The Canadian Pension Commission now has
the powers of the original Relief Commission.
Those powers were quite clearly conveyed to the
Canadian Pension Commission by the Act to provide
for the dissolution of the Halifax Relief
Commission. The Canadian Pension Commission has
the power to make capital grants of the above
nature. I believe that this should be clearly
established at this time in preparation for
eventual windup of the fund. 1In additional support
of this view, I attach a copy of a letter from the
Honourable Allan MacEachern dated February 20, 1976,
which clearly supports the view that any remaining
funds are to be used for the on-going benefit of the
area of Halifax damaged by the explosion.

I would be obliged if you would endeavour to
obtain clear acceptance of this situation bv the
Federal Pensions Commission on our behalf.

One further point of concern which has not been
addressed, is the question of the addition of pensioners
to the present beneficiary list. As Member for Halifax
Citadel I had been pressing for an inguiry in Halifax

by the Canadian Pension Commission. A number of the
points which I then raised, and in particular the level
of pensions being paid have now been dealt with.
Another aspect of the work of the Commission has not
been dealt with. Namely, the consideration of any

new claims. This is authorized in the Act at

Section 4 (a) (ii). Over the years a number of persons
have contacted me personally on the question of achieving
some review of their situation by the Commission. I
find now that the City of Halifax has a file of

names of persons in like circumstances. These persons
are not presently receiving pensions from the Relief
Funds but are wanting to make their case for such
support. Are you able to determine whether there is

a process by which these persons are able to make a
case for pension from Relief Funds?

I look forward to the results of your further
efforts on behalf of the citizens of Halifax in this
matter.

cerely

e e 0ow

RON WALLACE
MAYOR

The Honourable Gerald A. Regan, MP
Minister of Labour
House of Commons

CTIAL
Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference }ﬁg}}Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed
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April 13, 1981 ’

MAYOR'S OFFiE

His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace
City of Halifax

1841 Argyle Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3AS5

Dear Mayor Wallace:

This refers to your correspondence of January 30th requesting
certain information concerning the Halifax Relief Commission.

Mr. A.E. Solomon, Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission,
asked me to attempt to explain what appears to be a misunder-
standing. In his letter of October 2, 1980, he intended to
convey the view that so long as there were pension recipients
alive to whom pension is payable under the authority of the
legislation, the Commission did not have authority to make
grants or capital contributions from the fund for other
purposes. However, when funds are no longer needed for
pension purposes, the legislation provides that any balance
may be transferred to a provincial or municipal body in

Nova Scotia for the continued rehabilitation of the area

that was devastated by the explosion of 1917.

For your convenience, I am attaching a copy of the relevant
sections of the "Halifax Relief Commission Pension Continuation
Act". You will note that the Pension Commission is limited to
acting in "relation to pensions, grants and allowances in
respect of death or injury sustained in the explosion ...".
Nothing in the legislation allows it to make grants for

other purposes.

Also attached is a copy of the section of the Act which provides
that "after no further amounts will be required to be paid

out ... may, after consultation with the Government of Nova
Scotia ... authorize the transfer of the balance ... to be used
for the continued rehabilitation of the area of Halifax that
was damaged by the explosion ...".

Lot i

é‘m

House of Commons  Chambre des communes 05;2 AM !
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Mr. Solomon expects that in due time there will no doubt be
some funds left for transfer, but he points out that there
have been no deaths among the pensioners for about a year

and a half although their ages range from 64 to 89. While
this in itself is very good news, we must recognize that the
longevity of the recipient will continue to deplete the funds
available. While the Commission would like to further improve
the position of the individual recipients, it is bound to
operate within the bounds of actuarial realities. On this
basis it was able to provide an additional increase of 5% in
the rates paid as of January 1, 1981. Unfortunately this is
not keeping up with Consumer Price Index changes. For comparison,
pensions paid to disabled veterans and their dependants were
increased by 9.7% at that time.

“'Mr. Solomon was not aware that you had been pressing for an
inguiry in Halifax by the Canadian Pension Commission, and
can find nothing on file relating to such a request. J]

With respect to your question about whether persons who feel
they may have a claim for pension may still make application,
I can confirm that they most certainly may. There have been
a number of such claims in the last few years, and two were
dealt with in the past several days.

The difficulty is that many persons seem to feel that awards
should be made on the basis of need rather than in relation
to the injury caused and from which an individual may still
suffer. Insofar as the explosion relief fund is concerned,
need cannot be sole cause for an award. However, if there
is serious and permanent injury as a result of the explosion,
which can be documented, the Commission will be glad to
consider an application.

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful in clarifying
the situation relating to the administration of the pension
fund, but if you should have further questions, either in
relation to the Act or concerning specific applications,
please do not hesitate to contact me again.

Yours sincerely,

Gerald A./Regan

Encl.

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



2 '
Thert tithe 1. This Act may be cited as the Halifaz l. La présente loi peul 8ire cilée sous le  Titresbrigt
Relief Commission Pension Conlinualion Act. titre: Lot sur la prise en charge des prestations de i
{la Commission de secours d'Halifax. '
Definitions 2. In this Aect, 2. Dans la présente loi, Définitions
‘Commission”  "Commission” means the Halifax Relief Com-  «Commission® désigne la Commission de §*Commission .
mission, the incorporation of which was con- &  secours d'lialifax dont le chapitre 24 des
firmed by chapter 24 of the Statutes of Stututs du Canada de 1918 a confirmé la
Cunada, 1918; constitution en corporalion; .
"Minsster” “Minister” means the Minister of Finance. «Ministre* désigne le ministre des Finances, *Miniatre-
E:::E ::" i 3. (1) When the General Assembly of Nova 3. (1)"La Commission canadienne des pen- 10{":::;:' 5:1 I H
won Commis- | Stotia enacts 8 measure to provide for the 10 sions est, & l'adoplion par Assemblée législa- . sicane des |
tiun dissolution of the Halifax Relief Commission  tive de la Nouvelle-Ecosse du texle prévoyant  pensions
and the transfer of the moneys, securities and la “dissolution de la Commission de secours
other assels of the Halifax Relielf Commission  d'Halifax el le transfert des sommes, valeurs :
to the Minister and the Minister accepts those  mobiliéres el autres biens de la Commission de 15
moneys, securities and other assets pursuant 15 secours d'Halifax au Ministre et aprés accepta-
to this Act, the Canadian Pension Commis-  tion par celui-ci, conformément & la présente d ;
sion is thereupon vested with and may exer- , loi, de ce transfert, investie des pouvoirs et .
cise, in relation Lo pensions, grants and allow- fonctions dévolus jusqu'd la dissolution de la J
ances paid in respect of death or injury Commission de secours d'Halifax & cette der- 20 !
sustained in the explosion at Halifax in 1917, 20 niére touchant les pensions, subventions et !
all the powers, dulies and functions Lhat, allocalions pour décés ou blessures provogqués
immediately before the dissolution of the Hali-  par I'explosion survenue & Halifax en 1917,
fax Relief Commission, were vested in and .
exercisable by the Halifax Reliel Commission
in relation Lo those pensions, grants and'25 -
allowances.
Idem (2) Without limiting the generality of sub- (2) La Commission canadienne des pensions  ldem
section (1), the Canadian Pension Commission peut, notamment, 25
Ll a) continuer & verser les pensions, subven-
(a) continue to pay & pension, a grant or an 30  tions ou allocations aux personnes qui, jus-
allowance to any person who, immediately qu'd la dissolution de la Commission de .
before the dissolution of the Halifax Relief secours d'Halifax, y étaient admissibles; ou -
Commission, was receiving a pension, a b) les verser aux personnes qu'elle juge 30 g '
grant or an allowance from the Halifax admissibles.
Relief Commission in respecl of death or 35 -
injury sustained in the explosion at Halifax
in 1917; and l
{b) pay a pension, a grant or an allowance : |
to any person who the Canadian Pension l ; l
Commission determines is eligible to receive 40
a pension, a grant or an allowance in i
respect of death or injury sustained in the
explosion al Halilax in 1917,
Translerof prop- 4, (1) The Minister shall accept the moneys, 4, (1) Le Ministre accepie les sommes,  Transfertde

securities and other assets held by or in the 45 valeurs mobilidres et biens délenus par la ::::::::'L";ﬂ;,.

name of or in trust for the Commission and is  Commission, en son nom ou en fiducie & son e
bound by any subsisting obligations and profit, et il est 1ié par le solde de ses dettes et 35

erty and obl:ga-
uons to Minister
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vlance for 6., When, in the opinion of the Minister, no 6. A l'épuisement, constaté par le Ministre,  Utilisation du
e on| further amounts will be required to be paid  des prélévements exigibles sur le Fonds du *™
out of thé Cohsolidated Revenue Fund pursu-  revenu consolidé visés au paragraphe 5(3), le
ant to subﬁectxon 5(3), the Governor in Council  gouverneur en conseil peut, aprés consultation
may, after consultation with the Government 5 du gouvernement de la Nouvelle-Ecosse, auto-
of Nova Scotia, authorize the transfer of the  riser le Lransfert du solde créditeur du Compte
balance to the credit of the Account to & & un organisme provincial ou municipal de
provincial or municipal body in Nova Scotia to  cetie province afin de poursuivre la reconstruc-
be used for the continued rehabilitation of the  tion du secteur de la ville d’'Halifax endom-
area of Halifax that was damaged by the 10 magé par Pexplosion du 6 décembre 1917.
explosion at Halifax in 1917, b3
g":li"sl:_ 7. {1) There shall be paid into the Con- 7. (1) Sont versées au Fonds du revenu &!Mte::l“
Superennustion Solidated Revenue Fund and credited to the  consolidé et portées au crédit du compte men- g de retrsite
Account account referred to in the Public Service Super-  tionné dans la Loi sur la pension de la Fonclion  dea Fonction *
annuation Act as the Superannuation Account 15 publigue sous le titre *Compte de pension de  PUoiave
(hereinafter in this section referred to as the  retraite» {ci-aprds dénommé «Compte de pen- 15
“Public Service Superannuation Account') sion de retraiie de la Fonction publique) .
(a) the moneys accepted by the Minister 2) les sommes acceplées par le Ministre en
pursuant to subsection 4(1) that were held , vertu du paragraphe 4(1)-et précédemment
by or in the name of or in trust for the 20 détenues par la Commission, en son nom ou
Commission on account of the superannua- en fiducie & son profit pour le compte du 20
tion fund established under the Superannu- fonds, intitulé superannualion fund, créé en
ation Plan and administered by the Com- vertu du Régime de retraite et géré par la
mission; and Commission; et
(b} the moneys realized from the liquidation 25 b) les sommes provenant de la liquidation
made pursuant to subsection 4(2) of securi- effectuée en vertu du paragraphe 4(2) des 25 E
ties or other assets that were held by or in ' - valeurs mobiliéres ou autres biens précédem- I
the name of or in trust for the Commission ment détenus par la Commission, en son
on account of the superannuation fund nom ou en fiducie & son profit pour le
described in paragraph (a). 30 compte du fonds visé A I'alinéa a).
gh;;t!“, {2) There shall be paid out of the Con- (2) Sont prélevées sur le Fonds du revenu 30!’“:*““““
Superannuntion SOlidated Revenue Fund and charged to the  consolidé et portées au débit du Compte de ;:',:&,:'::
Account Public Service Superannuation Account, sub-  pension de retraite de la Fonction publique, retmitedels |
ject to the terms and conditions of the Super-  sous réserve des conditions du Régime de f::‘"” potlé
annuation Plan, any benefit payable out of 35 retraite, les prestations payables sur le fonds . .
the superannuation fund described in para-  visé i 'alinéa (1)) en vertu de ce régime. 35
graph (1Xa) pursuant to that Plan.
Definitfon of (3) For the purposes of this section, "Super- (3) Dans le présent article, «Régime de  Définition de
\Supemen’ annuation Plan” means the Halifax Relief  retraitev désigne le Superannualion Plan de la  ohmede
Commission Superannuation Plan, as it exists 40 Commission de secours d'Halifax, en son état
on the dissolution of the Commission, that was & la dissolution de celle-ci, créé au profit de ses
established for the benefit of employees, offi-  employés, de ses dirigeants et de ses membres 40
cers and members of the Commission pursuant  en application du décret du gouverneur en
to an Order of the Governor in Council dated conseil daté du 24 janvier 1945 (C.P. 163505).
January 24, 1845 (P.C. 163/505). 45
:L:: ::-7‘::;; - 8. Paragraph 81(1Xf) of the Income Taz Acl 8. L'alinéa 81(1)/) de la Loi de Vimpst sur le f-';; f:;l:;?- i
,.'55, ““is repealed and the following substituted  revenu est abrogé et remplacé par ce qui suit: J,i L

therefor:
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY HALL, 1841 ARGYLE STREET

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
B3J 3A5

.

May 28, 1981

Dear Mr. Minister:

Thank you for your letter of April 13, 1981 concerning
the Halifax Relief Commission.

The difficulties of this year's tax rate setting process
have precluded my dealing with this matter to this point, but |
certainly appreciate your action on behalf of the City of Halifax.
| believe that further clarification which you have received from
Mr. A. E. Sullivan, Chairman of the Canada Pension Commission,
regarding the eventual disposition of the Halifax Relief Commission
funds and the assurance that any residual funds will be used for
the continued rehabilitation of the area of Halifax that was damaged
by the explosion, puts one of the City's concerns in this matter to
rest.

There remains the matter of a number of individuals who
feel they have justifiable claim for assistance under the Relief
Commission. You have been most helpful in explaining that the
Commission will indeed look at these claims and | am pleased to
hear that two additional awards have, in fact, been made in the
past short while.

| am attaching to this letter a listing of the names and
addresses of those persons who have contacted the City with respect
to claims against the Relief Commission and | would ask that you
forward these to Mr. Sullivan, in order that a review can be made
of these specific situations. Possibly, the two recently approved
cases are among these cases listed, in which instance nothing
further is required.
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The Honourable Gerald Regan Page 2

Once again, | thank you for your invelvement in this
matter on behalf of the City of Halifax, which has resulted in a
most satisfactory clarification of the situation.

lncerely,.
Q&QM

RON WALLACE
MAYOR

/em

The Honourable Gerald Regan, M.P.
Minister of Labour

HOUSE OF COMMONS

OTTAWA, Canada K1A 0A6

cc Members of City Council

AQ4444J§L12?’524HL~LC»—
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY HALL, 1841 ARGYLE STREET

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
B3J 3A5

May 28, 1981

Honourable Gerald A. Regan
Minister

Labour Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OA6

Dear Mr. Minister:

I wish to thank you for your letter of April 13, 1981, concerning
the Halifax Relief Commission.

The difficulties of this year's tax rate setting process have
precluded my dealing with this matter to this point, but I
certainly appreciate your action on behalf of the City of
Halifax, in this matter. I believe that further clarification
which you have received from Mr. A. E. Sullivan, Chairman of

the Canada Pension Commission, regarding the eventual disposition
of the Halifax Relief Commission funds and the assurance that

any residual funds will be used for the continued rehabilitation
of the area of Halifax that was damaged by the explosion, puts
one of the City's concerns in this matter to rest.

There remains the matter of a number of individuals who feel
that they have justifiable claim for assistance under the Relief
Commission. You have been most helpful in explaining that the
Commission will indeed look at these claims and I am delighted
to hear that two additional awards have, in fact, been made in
the past short while.

I am attaching, to this letter, a listing of the names and addresses
of those persons who have contacted the City with respect to claims
against the Relief Commission and I would ask that you might forward
these to Mr. Sullivan, in order that a review can be made of these
specific situations. Possibly, the two recently approved cases

are among these cases listed, in which case obviously nothing
further is require for those individuals.

o
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Once again, may I thank you for your involvement in this matter,
on behalf of the City of Halifax, which has resulted in a most
satisfactory clarification of the situation.

rs sincerely,

N = N Bex: O Olig al o

Ron Wallace
MAYOR

/ch
Att.
cc: City Council, for Information
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iss Catheryn Hartl
arie Slaunwyt
B672 Living n Stree
Halifax, N

Ottawa, Ontario

e @ y

Ottawa, Ontario
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY HALL. 1841 ARGYLE STREET

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
B3J 3A5

May 19, 1981

Dear Mr. Minister

Thank you for your letter of April 13, 1981
and information on the Halifax Relief Commission.
I note that applications for pensions are still
eligible for consideration even after all these
years. My concern as an MLA was to establish this
eligibility but also to establish a review of the
one-shot settlements. These were payments of $400.
to $500. in full settlement for claims. Acceptance
of these amounts eliminated a lifetime pension.
Parents and guardians accepted these for minors and
there is a question of law involved.

I can appreciate that at this late date any
review of o0ld claims would be very difficult.

You will note my reguest for an inquiry in
Halifax and the reply received is enclosed. Your
April 13th letter stated:

"Mr. Solomon was not aware that you had been pressing
for an inguiry in Halifax by the Canadian Pension
Commission, and can find nothing on file relating to
such a request.”

The relevant correspondence on this is enclosed.

Finally, I want to bring to your attention a
resolution of Council:

/2
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"Halifax Housing Disaster Relief Pensions - Alderman
O'Malley

Alderman O'Malley advised of correspondence
received from the Honourable Gerald A, Regan, dated
April 13, 1981 with regard to the Halifax Housing
Disaster Relief Pension with the recommendation of
a 5% increase in Pension rates. Alderman O'Malley
asked that Council consider the matter of writing to
the Honourable Minister requesting that Mr. Solomon
review the decision in this matter.

Moved by Alderman O'Malley, seconded by Alderman
Cromwell that Council write a letter to the Honourable
Mr. Regan reguesting that Pension benefits be reviewed
with a view to increasing same to a rate more favourably
compared to the Cost-of-Living Index.

Motion passed."

Sincerely

\vu\.an_\.JDC---Q-Q.—G----_.-~

RON WALLACE
MAYOR

Honourable Gerald A. Regan, P.C. M.P.
Minister of Labor

House of Commons -

OTTAWA, Ontario

c.c. Mr. A.E. Solomon
Chairman
Canadian Pensions Commission
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
NOVA BCOTIA

July 5, 1978 | g

Honeunable Jean Chnéiien,
Ministern of Finance,
House of Commons,

0ttawa, Ontardio.

Dean Mr. Ministen:
Enclosed is a copy of a Leiiern to the Acting Secretary of Pensions.

In 1976, fegislation in Ofiawa, and also in Nova Scotia, dissolved
Zthe Halifax Relief Commission. The Mindister of Finance was
empowered Lo establish the Halifax Explosion Pension Account £in
the Consolidated Revenue Fund. The Act imposed a statuatory

duty on the Canadian Pension Commission o continue existing
pendions, to make any hequired adjustments, and also to initiate
new ghrants oh pensions Lo any persons determined elegible.

Enclosed is a copy of the Nova Scoifia Act.

My special intenest is in Lthe Bump-sum seiifements made shortly
aften the explosion fo parents on behalf of thein children. 1 am
advised these were not Legaf because they were not approved by

the count and therefore the claims for injunries wene not satisfied.
T have twenty Lettens with names and addresses, but ithe Commission
will have complefe nreconds.

1 suggest the Commission hofd an inquiry in Halifax. This would be
in Line with thein statuatory responsibility:

1. o0 nreview exdisting pensions

2. 1o nreview the adéquacy of eanly Lump-sum
setilements made to parents on behalf of minors

3. 1o conadider any new claims. This is authorized
in the Aet 4({a)(11).
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Page 2
July 5, 1978

Honounrable Jean Chretdien

There are not many survivons who would qualify under the above
three classifications. There L8 still a balance in the fund.
On behalf of those injurned who s1Lifl sunvive, 1 AQapectﬁutty
request an inquiny be held in Halifax.

Sincenrely, :
Ron Wallace, M. L. A.
Hatifax Citadel

Jaw

Enckt.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
HOVA BCOTIA

P. O. Box 998

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 1Wl
June 21, 1978

Mrs. Joan Denis

Acting Secretary of Pensions
284 Wellington Street

Room 2033

Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Mrs. Denis:

I have an interest in the original Halifax Explosion Fund.
Could you bring me up to date on this? Any information

will be appreciated. For instance, what is the balance?
What is the annual (or monthly) pay-out on pensions? How
many survivors are receiving pensions? What amount would

be required in an insurance type fund to cover future
pension payments? What is planned for any balance remaining?
Is it planned to wait for the last claim to be paid before
freeing the balance of the fund?

My interest is based on correspondence and contacts with a
great many victims of the Explosion. My file contains reports
on many claims satisfied in the early days of the Commission
by one-time settlements. For instance: $400 oxr $500 for

the loss of an eye. It is my conviction that it is still not
too late to make some additional compensation. These victims
were often underage and settlements were made by parents on
their behalf. This would not be legal today without permission
of the Court.

Please advise who is the Minister and the Deputy Minister
responsible for the fund. Any answers, information or advice
you can give in reply to this letter will be appreciated.

e BN o

Ron Wallace, M.L.A.
Halifax Citadel
/rt
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