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CITY COUNCll, 

OFF ICE OF C TTY CLERK 
CITY HALL 

Halifax, N. S., .. ... .................... ..... .... ......... .... ... .......... 19 ...... . . 

Extraets from Minutes of a J\.feeting of the City Council of the City of Halifa."1C 

held on the .. ....................................... ..... ... ..................... day of ...... ... .. ................ .. .. .............. ..... .. ......... 19 ........... . 

- 2 -

A true extract, 

\'/. P. Publicover, 
CITY CLER!\. 
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I+ Canadian Pension 
Commission _ _ 

Commission canadienne 
des pensions .... . - .. .. - ..... -

~ 

l'O lloll tllOO 
CNllOll-. l'E.I. 
CtAIV9 

PrfSclenl 

c:atilr polUI 9900 
CNllOllllown cl.·P.•£.1 
CIA 8Vll 

His Worship Mayor Wallace 
City Hall 
1841 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 

Dear Mayor Wallace: 

I: "' ., 

. 

.... ··- -··· - - ·-.. ·-·--_ ... _ .. . ···--·------··- · 

MAYt~'S OfflCE 

RECEIVED ' 
~ 

J l"y 13 t 1987 

JUL lC 1987 

~ CITY CLERK 
CITY HAW r 

-·- • ,w • 

Thank you for your letter of May 25. 1987 concerning the 
funds administered by the Canadian Pension Commission under 
the H4Li.6ax Ret.i.~6 Comm.U~ion P~n~ion Con.tinuct.t.lon Ac~. 

You wh 11 see from the attached that as of July 1987, the 
Halifax Explosion Pension Fund has a balance of $917,646.79. 
In June 1987, $16,795.91 was disbursed from the fund to the 
40 remaining recipients. As you may be aware, this fund is 
caretully examined each year and an actuarial forecast of 
expenditures is prep a red. Based on this forecast, and the 
revenues received by the fund, the amount of pension paid to 
the recipient is established for the next period. A 
projection by the Department of Insurance indicates that, 
with prudent management, the funds will be exhausted at 
approximately the same time as the demise of the last 
pension recipient. However, should there b_e monies left in 
the fund at that time, the Act provides for the transfer of 
the balance of the credit of the Account to a provincial or 
municipal body in Nova Scotia to 'be used for the continued 
rehabilitation of the area of Halifax that was damaged by 
the explosion. 

I trust this information will be helpful to you. 

CD, QC 
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l+I Minister 
Labour Canada 

Minislre 
Travail Canada 

His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace 
City of Halifax 
City Hall 
1841 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 

Your Worship: 

July 16, 1981 

Mr . A.O. Solomon, Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission, has now 
provided me with a copy of a letter he sent to you on June 18 concerning the 
Halifax Relief Conmission. If you have anything further you wish to discuss 
concerning the two items covered in that letter, please feel free to contact 
me. 

Meanwhile, you already have previous correspondence concerning the appli
cations by Mrs. Gertrude Fitzgerald (formerly Mrs. Gertrude Flemming) and Miss 
Hazel Stacey . 

Insofar as Miss Catheryn Harlen and Mr . Quinton Lantz are concerned, Mr. 
Solomon reports that there is no record of either of these individuals having 
applied to the Commission for pension benefits. Will you please let them know 
that if they now wish to apply, the Commission will consider their applications. 
Detailed correspondence should be sent to Mr. Solomon informing him of the 
details of their injuries, giving the names and addresses of parents or persons 
with whom they were living before and after the explosion, and information 
concerning medical treatment or hospitalization. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

GR/ds 
·~ 

\ 

1981 

House of Commons Chambre des communes 
Ottawa KlA OA6 Ottawa K1A OA6 r. 
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Government of Canada 
Pe~ion Commission 

Chairman 

Gouvernement du Canada 
Commission des pensions 

President 

OTTAWA, Ontario 
KlA OP4 
18 June 1981 ...,_R_E~C::-=E:-:l~V:":"":E::-D::=-~. 

His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace 
City Hall 
1841 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 

Dear Mayor Wallace: 

MAYOR'S OFFICE 

Thank you for having sent me a copy of your letter to the 
Honourable Gerald A. Regan dated 19 May 1981, respecting 
the Halifax Relief Commissi o n. 

Two points were ra i s e d in y our letter. One was that you 
had requested an inquiry in Ha li fax into certain aspects 
of the work of the Commission relevant to pensioners and 
prospective pensioners who were injured or alleged to have 
been injured in the Halifax explosion . The other was in 
relation to a resolution of the Halifax City Council that 
the pension rates be increased to a rate more favorably 
compared to the cost of living index. 

With respect to the first item, you enclosed a copy of a 
letter dated 5 July 1978 addressed to the Honourable Jean 
Chretien, then Minister of Finance in which you questioned 
the legality of certain lump sum payments made by the 
Halifax Relief Commission shortly after the explosion, and 
in which you also suggested that the Commission hold an 
inquiry in Halifax. 

Unfortunately I had no way of knowing that you had written 
Mr. Chretien or what you were seeking. 

In any event you are aware that the Commission does review 
existing pensions and has in fact authorized changes in 
rates when warranted. It also considers new claims. 

Insofar as the adequacy of lump sum settlements to parents 
on behalf of minors is concerned, the Commission is of the 
opinion that the legislation then in effect provided all 
the authority necessary to the Halifax Relief Commission 
to make such payments. As you know, that Commission was 
operating under difficult circumstances and with very 
limited funds. 

Omada • . • 2 

' 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



.. 
.. 1 

) 

- 2 -

Insofar as the resolution requesting increased payments is 
concerned, I must reiterate my former comment that as much 
as the Commission would like to improve the position of 
the individual recipients, it is bound to operate within 
the bounds of actuarial realities. We would be derelict 
in our duty and subject to severe criticism if we 
authorized an increase in the pension rate when the funds 
were not there to support it. Such action would be 
irresponsible and could result in the fund not having 
sufficient monies with which to continue paying the 
pensioners until their deaths. With a small group it is 
very difficult to predict the incidence of death. It is 
now almost two years since the last death of a Halifax 
explosion pensioner. In that period we would normally 
have lost four or five through death. Personally, I hope 
they all continue to live and enjoy life for many years to 
come, but I must add that if they do, the probability of 
any pension increase even approaching the cost of living 
changes will be remote. I know you are aware that the 
monies available for these pensions come from a trust fund 
established at the time of the explosion. No new funds 
have been voted by Parliament or the Nova Scotia 
legislature for that purpose in the intervening years. 

Yours sincerely, 

n~ 
A.O. Solomon, 
Chairman. 
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~ 1+1 Minister 
Labour Canada 

J une 15, 1981 

Ministre 
Travail Ganada 

His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace 
City of Halifax 
City Ha 11 
1841 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 

Dear Mayor Wallace: 

RECEIVED 

'f JUN 18 1981 

M:WOR'S OFFlCE 

I have your letters of May 19th and 28th, concerning the 
Halifax Relief Commission. 

Please be assured that I will be following through on the 
matters you have raised, and reporting back to you as soon 
as possible. 

t-

' \ 

In the meantime, you will be interested to note the contents 
of a letter I sent to Alderman Nick Meagher on May 14, 1980, 
concerning applications by Mrs. Gertrude Fitzgerald (formerly 
Mrs. Gertrude Flemming) and Miss Hazel Stacey. 

Yours sincerely 

Enclosure 

House of Commons Chambre des communes 
Ottawa KlA OA6 Ottawa K1A OA6 
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Hay 14, 1980 

A 1 derman Nie~ Meaghe r / 
6415 Qu1npool Road 
Halifax, Hova Scotia 
B3L 1A7 

Dear Hick: 

This refers toiear11er correspondence i(oncern1ng the 
applications by 1rs. Mertrude Fitzgerald ~~d her sist~r, 
~;ss H. Stacey, under the Halifax Relief Pension Act. 

In a reply from the Office of the Minister of Veterans 
Affairs, I am advised that, initially, represe~tations were 
made 1n Augbst 1978 by the novn Scotfa Der>artri~:?:it of Social 
Services on Mrs. F1tzgerald's behalf. Mrs. Fitzgerald 
believed that she should be entitled to som~ assistance as 
a result of injuries suffered 1n the Halifax explosion. 
Following receipt of the letter from the Oepartnent of Social 
Services, an exhaustive search was rnade of the records of the 
Halifax Relief Commission. Very 11ttle progress uas made for 
sorae time 1n finding enough inforr.~Uon on which to base ·a 
decision, as at the time of the explosion, Mrs. Fitzgerald's 
name was Hrs. Gertrude Fle1'!1!11ng. Mr. Fleming apparently died 
as a result of the explosion and his widow subsequently re
married mora thnn once. A record of her involvement in the 
explosion was finally found unrler the name of Leach, which was 
her name at the time her case was settled in 1918. 

Once Mrs. Fitzgerald's file was located in October 1979, her 
case was reviewed, and the Cohtnission, unfortun~tely, had no 
alternative but to reject her claim. The rejection was based 

30-3~3 

on the fact that, while she was paid pension following the 
explosion until her second marriage, at that time the Halifax 
Relief Contitission made a lump sum payment to her in full 
settlement of nll claims. both past and future. It was the 
normal procedure of the COfl1111ssion not to continue such pensions 
on re-marrtage. In the Conmfssion's letter to Hrs. Fitzgerald 
dated February 27, 1980, she was advised of the decision 1n her 
case, that is, that her request for pension had been thoroughly 
examined and ft had been determined that pensfon had been 
propsrly awarded followfng the explosion, pafd, and dfscont1nued 
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following her marriage to Charles Leach. A copy of the receipt 
she signed in November 1918 in which she was paid •in full for 
all claims against the Conmission past and future•, was also 
sent to her for her information. , 

In the case of Miss Hazel Stacey, sister of Mrs. Fitzgerald, the 
records shm'i that she did not receive any injury as a result of 
the explosion and that any health problems from which she suffered 
1n 1818 and later, pre-existed the explosion. 

Apparently there have been a number of inquiries from various sources 
on behalf of Nrs. Fitzgerald and Miss Stacey, requesting that pension 
be paid to them as they are experiencing considerable financial hard
ship. As much as the Canadian Pension Conr.iissfon is sympathetic to 
their circumstances, ft doas not have the funds, nor does it have the 
authority.to pay pension purely on the grounds of financial distress. 

Since Mrs. Fitzgerald was married at the tfmo of the explosion, I 
~ust assuw~ that she is receiving the Old Age Security Pension and, 
if eligible, the Guaranteed Income Supplement. 

I regret that I am not in a position to give you a more favourable 
response with regard to the Halifax Relfef Pension Act applications, 
and hope that you wf 11 not hesftate to contaDt rne again ff you feel 
that I mf gHt be of further assistance in any way. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely 
. . l Signed BY 

Otlgma . n,...T' s· ne rU6 
01igina\ \9 

Gerald A. Regan 
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Chairman President 
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The Honourable Gerald A. Regan 
Minister of Labour 
House of Commons 

-· 

2 October 1980 

\ 
t 
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f 
( 

·--" Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA OA6 

r 

Dear Mr. Regan: ~ 

Reference is made to your letter of 25 September 1980 
respecting the funds remaining in the Halifax Explosion 
191 7 Pension Account as established under the authority of 
the Halifax Relief Commission Pension Continuation Act. 

I was unable to find any recent correspondence with you on 
the subject, but am aware that you bad correspondence with 

_ \ t he late Honourable Daniel J. MacDonald, Minister of 
Veterans Affairs, on the subject. 

; 

You have asked for my views on the suggestions put forward 
by Mayor ·li anson of Halifax that a portion of the funds be 
used for street repairs to the area surrounding the site 
of the explosion or that a contribution be made to a 
proposed memorial to the victims of the explosion. 

I am afraid that my response would be negative for two 
reasons. The first is that under the terms of the recent 
legislation the assets of the Halifax Relief Commission 
were turned over to the Minister of Finance who was bound 
by subsisting obligations and liabilities of the 
Commission that were transferred to him by the legislation 
which dissolved the Commission. The legislation provided 
that these funds be paid into a pension account and that 
the Canadian Pension Commission is vested with the 
authority to pay out these funds in relation to pensions, 
grants and allowances in respect of death or injury 
sustained in the explosion at Halifax in 1917. In my view 
this Commission does not have the authority to expend the 
remaining funds for any other purpose but pensions, grants 
or allowances as stated 

Ottawa, Canada 
Kl A OP4 

•..•.. 2 

j 
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The second, and more important reason is that the funds 
remaining in the Trust are limited. It is of greater 
importance to ensure that there be sufficient money to 
continue paying pensions during the lifetime of those 
entitled. As much as this Commission tries to be as 
generous as possible in its awards, we are faced with 
actuarial realities. There were not sufficient funds on 
hand last year to enable us to provide more than a nominal 
increase. On 1 January 1980, pensions paid from the fund 
were able to be increased by 5.3% although the Consumer 
Price Index increase authorized for veterans' pensions was 
8.9%. 

You are no doubt aware that the legislation provides that 
when no further amounts are required on account of 
pensions, grants or allowances, any balance shall be 
transferred to a provincial or municipal body in Nova 
Scotia for the continued rehabilitation of the area that 
was devastated by the explosion in 1917. 

I am sorry that I did not meet with any of the municipal 
officials of Halifax during my recent visit there. I was 
not aware that they wanted to meet with me . 

If I can be of any further assistance, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with me. 

-
Yo(}ncere1y, 

A.t.<11~ 
Chairman . 

• 
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•~. Governmenioi Canada Gouvernement du Canada 

• Pension Commission Commission des pensions 

Chairman President 

15 October 1980 

The Honourable Gerald A. Regan, P.c., M.P. 
Minister, Labour Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA OA6 

ATTENTION: Mr. Peter Dalgleish 

Dear Mr. Regan: 

RE: Halifa~lief Commission i/ension Continuation Act 

Please refer to your letter of 25 September and my reply of 2 
October respecting the funds remaining in the Halifax Explosion 
1917 Pension Account . In my letter I indicated that I had been 
unable to locate any recent correspondence from you on the 
subject. 

Your letter to me of 18 September 1980 finally arrived in my 
o ffice yesterday, l~ October. 

Following a discussion with Mr. Peter Dalgleish of your office, 
the following additional information may be helpful to you. 

The current value of the fund is approximately $1,320,000. 
Of this amount, approximately $500,000 is in the form of bonds, 
the bulk of which pay interest at rates varying between ~ 1/2% 
and 5 1/2%. These were investments made by the Halifax Relief 
Commission. The remainder, which has been paid into the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, draws interest at 90% of the three 
month Treasury Bill rate. At the present time pension payments 
are running at the rate of $155,587 a year and if ~t all 
possible actuarially, the Commission would like to provide an 
increase in January 1981 to help offset the increased cost of 
living. 

No thought has been given to making lump sum payments to the 
remaining pensioners to free up a sum for other purposes. To 
do so, would, I feel, be doing a disservice to the remaining 
pensioners whose needs will not grow less with the passing of 
time. 

Your inquiry about the eventual disposal of any balance of the 
fund after the death of the last surviying pensioner was 
answered in my letter of 2 October. 

Ottawa. Canada 
K1A OP4 

YorJ~ 
A.O. Solomon, 
Chairman. 
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' ._._ ... t3ovemment Gouvernement 
of Canada du Canada MEMORANDUM · NOTE DE SERVICE 

I 

Tft 

FROM 
DE 

L 
r 

L 

SUBJECT 
OBJE'T 

SECURITY •CLASSIFICATIO"I • DE SitCURITI! 

Gerald A. Regan 
OUR FILE-"llREFERE"ICE 

_J 

I YOUR FILE - V/REFERl!.NCE 

Peter Dalglish 

~~ _J 
DATE 

October 8, 1980 

Balif ax Relief Commission Pension Continuation Act 

1) The Halifax Relief Conunission was established in 1917; money 
for relief came from many sources and amounted to some $30,000,000. 
The Cormnission had broad powers with respect to clearance, rebuild
ing, repairing, looking after the injured, and the provisions of 
pensions when they considered it to be warranted. 

2) By 1975 the number of pensioners had declined to 65 and today 
the number has been reduced to 53. In 1976 the Commission was dis
banded and the Canadian Pension Commission assumed all responsibility 
for the ad.ministration of pensions. 

3) Mr. A.O. Solomon, Chairman of the Pension Commission, has 
recently replied to your letter concerning the possible use of the 
pension funds for a memorial dedicated to the victims of the explo
sion, or for street repairs. Mr. Solomon states that it would not 
be possible to put the funds to this use for two reasons: 

a) When the Commission was disolved in 1976, the Minister of 

-

Finance in assuming responsibility was bound by subsisting obligations 
and liabilities of the Commission. In Mr. Solomon's view the 
Commission does not have the authority to expend the remaining funds 
for any purpose other than pensions, grants or allowances. 

b) The second and more important reason is that the funds remaining 
in the Trust are limited. Over the years the Commission has received 
voluminous correspondence specifically requesting that the question 
of additional pensions be raised. After considerable study the 
Commission was able to make some substantial changes in 1978; while 
not all pensions were increased at the same rate, there was a minimwn 
increase of 8.5% compared to the 7.2% Consumer Price Indexchange. In 
1979 the increase was established at 9.1% and in 1980 it amounted to 
only 5.3%, while the Consumer Price Index authorized for veteran's 
pensions was B.9%. The funds presently on hand will not permit a 
greater increase at this time; therefore it would be extremely dif
ficult to justify alloting a portion of the remaining funds for a 
memorial or street re~air., even if it were within the mandate of the 
Commission. • 

cc: David Zareski 
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·Government Gouvernement 

I.e~ l y t-4-. · 
NOTE DE SERVICE of Canada du Canada MEMORANDUM 

FROM 
DE 

"" 

r 

L 

r 

L 

SUBJECT 
OBJ ET 

··. ........ 

··-··--·- I 

Minister 

Peter Dalglish 

Halifax Relief Commission 

_J 

I 

_J 

Sl!CUAITY-CLASSi FICATION-OE stcuA1Tt 

DUA FILE-N/R~F~AENCI! 

YOUR FILE-V/R~FEAENCE 

DATE 

October 15, 1980 

Mr. A.O. Solomon, Chairman of the Pension Commission, 
indicated the following to me today: 

1) The present assets of the Fund total approximately 
$1.3 million. Last year approximately $140,000 was 
paid out in pensions. 

2) Concerning the eventual disposition of the funds of the 
Trust, the Halifax Relief Commission Pension Continuation 
Act provides that the Minister of Finance may authorize 
the transfer of the funds to a pr~vincial or municipal 
body to assist in the continued rehabilitation of the 
area affected by the explosion. Mr. Solomon believes 
that the words of the Act limit the use of the funds to 
what could be considered to be "rehabilitation": there
fore a memorial probably would not qualify. 

3) As I indicated in my earlier memo, there are about 53 
individuals receiving pensions from the Fund at present. 
Some of these were infants at the time of the explosion, 
and now are only in their mid sixties. The Fund could 
therefore be paying out pensions for another twenty 
years, or longer. 

4) Mr. Solomon indicates that no thought has been given to 

. 

the idea of terminating the pensions once all recipients 
have reached sixty five years of age and are eligible for 
the Old Age Security Pension. He believes the limited 
resources of the Fund prohibit the funding of either street 
repair or a memorial until the responsibility to the pen
sioners no longer exists. 

5) Mr. Solomon is preparing a letter for you containing this 
information. I'll have it for you in time for your trip 
to Halifax. 

-
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY HALL. 1841 ARGYL.E STREET 

HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3A!5 

Dear Mr. Minister 

January 30, 1981 

I wish to thank you for your letter of 
November 4, 1980, concerning the Halifax Relief 
Commission, and further, to express the 
appreciation of the City for the obvious effort 
made on our behalf in this matter. 

I have now had an opportunity to review 
the files in the context of the points raised 
in your letter. I believe the matter which you 

· raise in your letter concerning the eventual 
disposition of the funds in the trust to be very 
valid. The funds in the trust have only marg;_nally 
reduced in the period since custody was transferred 
to the Federal Pensions Commission in June, 1976. 
Present rates of interest should permit substantial 
discharge of the current annual obligations of 
$155,587 from the proceeds from investments of 
the current assets of $1,320,000. We are, hopefully, 
able to look forward to an eventual capital surplus 
within the fund. 

I find that I must disagree with Mr;. Solomon 
of the Pensions Conunissions regarding subsisting 
obligations which might restrict the making of 
capital contributions apart from pensions grants and 
allowances. It appears very probable that the 
full discharge of all pensions, grants and allowances 
will leave a residual credit balance, which should be 
used for a public purpose in the immediate area of 
the explosion damage. There is no doubt that the 
original terms of the fund permitted such ·expenditure. 
The Halifax North End Library, a number of parks and 
the Police Boys Club are tangible proof of the 
ability of th~ Commission to make capital contributions 
to public fac~lities in the explosion area. The 
North End Library, in particular, was constructed 
by Relief Commission funds. 

• •• 2 
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The Canadian Pension ·commission now has 
the powers of the original Relief Commission. 
Those powers were quite clearly conveyed to the 
Canadian Pension Commission by t.~e Act to provide 
for the dissolution of the Halifax Relief 
Commission. The Canadian P~nsion Commission has 
the power to make capital grants of the above 
nature. I believe that this should be clearly 
established at this time in preparation for 
eventual windup of the fund. In additional support 
of this view, I attach a copy of a letter from the 
Honourable Allan MacEachern dated February 20, 1976, 
which clearly supports the view that any remaining 
funds are to be used for the on-going benefit of the 
area of Halifax damaged by the explosion. 

I would be obliged if you would endeavour to 
obtain clear acceptance of this situation by the 
Federal Pensions Commission on our behalf. 

One further point of concern which has not been 
addressed, is the question of the addition of pensioners 
to the present beneficiary list. As Member for Halifax 
Citadel I had been pressing for an inquiry in Halifax 

. by the Canadian ·Pension Commission. A number of the 
points which I then raised, and in particular the level 
of pensions being paid have now been dealt with. 
Another aspect of the work of the Corranission .bas not 
been dealt with. Namely, the consideration of any 
new claims. This is authorized in the Act at 
Section 4 (a) (ii). Over the years a number of persons 
have contacted me personally on the question of achieving 
some review of their situation by the Commission. I 
find now that the City of Halifax has a file of 
names of persons in like circumstances. These persons 
are not presently receiving pensions from the Relief 
Funds but are wanting to make their case for such 
support. Are you able to determine whether there is 
a process by which these persons are able to make a 
case for pension from Relief Funds? 

I look forward to the results of your further 
efforts on behalf of the citizens of Halifax in this 
matter. 

The Honourable Gerald A. Regan, MP 
Minister of Labour 
House of Commons 
C'!'rAWA 

-
cc: Alderman N. MeaahPr 
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l+I Minister 
Labour Canada 

Min Istre 
Travail Canada 

)\pril 13, 1981 

His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace 
City of Halifax 
1841 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 

Dear Mayor Wallace: 

; RE·CEIVED 

. ~APR 21 1981 

MAYOR'S OFFICE 

This refers to your correspondence of January 30th requesting 
certain information concerning the Halifax Relief Conunission. 

Mr. A.E. Solomon, Chairman of the Canadian Pension Conunission, 
asked me to attempt to explain what appears to be a misunder
standing. In his letter of October 2, 1980, he intended to 
convey the view that so long as there were pension recipients 
alive to whom pension is payable under the authority of the 
legislation, the Conunission did not have authority to make 
grants or capital contributions from the fund for other 
purposes. However, when funds are no longer needed for 
pension purposes, the legislation provides that any balance 
may be transferred to a provincial or municipal body in 
Nova Scotia for the continued rehabilitation of the area 
that was devastated by the explosion of 1917. 

For your convenience, I am attaching a copy of the relevant 
sections of the "Halifax Relief Conunission Pension Continuation 
Act". You will note that the Pension Conunission is limited to 
acting in "relation to pensions, grants and allowances in 
respect of death or injury sustained in the explosion ••• ". 
Nothing in the legislation allows it to make grants for 
other purposes. 

Also attached is a copy of the section of the Act which provides 
that "after no further amounts will be required to be paid 
out •.. may, after consultation with the Government of Nova 
Scotia ••. authorize the transfer of the balance ... to be used 
for the continued rehabilitation of the area of Halifax that 
was damaged by the explosion ••. ". 

• • • • 2 
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Mr. Solomon expects that in due time there will no doubt be 
some funds left for transfer, but he points out that there 
have been no deaths among the pensioners for about a year 
and a half although their ages range from 64 to 89. While 
this in itself is very good news, we must recognize that the 
longevity of the recipient will continue to deplete the funds 
available. While the Commission would like to further improve 
the position of the individual recipients, it is bound to 
operate within the bounds of actuarial realities. On this 
basis it was able to provide an additional increase of 5% in 
the rates paid as of January 1, 1981. Unfortunately this is 
not keeping up with Consumer Price Index changes. For comparison, 
pensions paid to disabled veterans and their dependants were 
increased by 9.7% at that time. 

~ Mr. Solomon was not aware that you had been pressing for an 
inquiry in Halifax by the Canadian Pension Commission, and 
can find nothing on file relating to such a request. ff 

With respect to your question about whether persons who feel 
they may have a claim for pension may still make application, 
I can confirm that they most certainly may. There have been 
a number of such claims in the last few years, and two were 
dealt with in the past several days. 

The difficulty is that many persons seem to feel that awards 
should be made on the basis of need rather than in relation 
to the injury caused and from which an individual may still 
suffer. Insofar as the explosion relief fund is concerned, 
need cannot be sole cause for an award. However, if there 
is serious and permanent injury as a result of the explosion, 
which can be documented, the Commission will be glad to 
consider an application. 

I hope the foregoing information will be helpful in clarifying 
the situation relating to the administration of the pension 
fund, but if you should have further questions, either in 
relation to the Act or concerning specific applications, 
please do not hesitate to contact me again. 

Yours sincerely, 

Encl. 
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Dtfin1tion1 

'Comm1uion" 

"M1n111tr'' 

Powrn o( 

Can•~••n Ptn· 
1ion Commil· 
ltUR 

ldtm 

I. This Act. may be cited as the Hali/0% 
Relief Commission Pension Continuation Act. 

2 

I. La prbsente Joi peut !Lre ci~e sous le 
titre: Loi aur la pri.se en charge de.s pre.stations de 
la Commi&sion de secours d'Halifa:e. 

2. In this Act., 2. Dans la pr~senle loi, mlinit.iona 

"Commission" means the Halirax Relier Com· •Commission" dcsigne la Commission de 5 •Comrniuion• 

mission, the incorporation or which was con- 5 sccours d'l lnlirnx donL le chapitre 24 des 
firmed by chapter 24 or the Statutes of St11tuts du C1umd11 de 1918 a confirmb la 
Cunada, 1918; constitution en corporation; 

"Minister" means the Minister or Finance. •Mini!!tre" dcsigne le ministre des Finances. •Mini.Ire-

• 
3. (1) When the General Assembly or Nova 3. (l)'"La Commission canadienne des pen- 10 ~Oll•0i!' ~e la 

Scotia enacts a measure to provide for the 10 sions est., A l'adoption par l'Assemblbe lbgisla- !:'n~::i~~~':de. 
dissolution of the Halirax Relier Commission Live de la Nouvelle-~cosse du texte pr~voyant. pen•iana 

and the transfer o( the moneys, :iecurities and la "dissolution de la Commission de secours 
other assets or the Halifax Relief Commission d'Halirax et. le transCert des sommes, valeurs 
to the Minister and the Minister accepts those mobilieres et. autres biens de la Commission de 15 
moneys, securities and other assets pursuant 15 secours d'Halirax au Ministre et apres accepta-
to this Act, the Canadian Pension Commis- I.ion par celui-ci, conformemenl. A la prbsente 
sion is thereupon vested with and may exer- • loi, de ce transrert,. invesLie des pouvoirs et 
cise, in relation to pensions, grants and allow· fonctions dholus jusqu'A la dissolution de la 
ances paid in respect or death or injury Commission de secours d'Halirax a cette der· 20 
sustained in the explosion at Halifax in 1917, 20 niere touchant Jes pensions, subventions et 
all the powers, duties and Cunctions Lhat, allocations pour deces ou blcssures provoqubs 
immediately before the dissolution or the Hali- par l'explosion survenue i Halifax en 1917. 
fax Relier Commission, were vested in and 
exercisable by the Halifax Relief Commission 
in relation LO those pensions, grants and•25 
allowances. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of sub+ 
section (I), the Canadian Pension Commission 
may 

(a) continue LO pay a pension, a grant or an 30 
allowance LO any person who, immediately 
berore the dissolution or the Halifax Relief 
Commission, was receiving a pension, a 
grant or an allowance from the Halirax 
Relier Commission in respect or death or 35 
injury sustained in the explosion at Halifax 
in 1917; and 
(b) pay a pension, a grant or an allowance 
to any person who the Canadian Pension 
Commission determines is eligible to receive 40 
a pension, a grant or an allowance in 
respect or death or injury sustained in the 
explosion at Halifax in 1917. 

• 
(2) La Commission canadienne des pensions Idem 

peut, notamment, 25 

a) continuer i verser Jes pensions, subven
tions ou allocations aux personnes qui, jus-
qu 'A la dissolution de la Commission de 
secours d'Halifax, y btaient admissibles; ou 
b) Jes verser aux personnes qu'elle juge 30 
admissibles. 

Tranalerotprop- "· (1) The Minister shall accept. the moneys, 1. (1) Le Ministre accept.e les sommes, Trarulen.de 

~[!.·~\.~~;::,securities and other assets held by or in the 45 valeurs mobili~res et. biens dbtenus par la ~;::~~ini»-
name or or in trust (or the Commission and is Commission, en son nom ou en fiducie a son tte 

bound by any subsisting obligations and profit, et ii est lib par le solde de ses dettes et 35 

• 1 

·. 

+ • 
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alance lor 
nlinucd 
babilitation 

6. When, in th~ opinion of the Minister, no 6. A l'6puisement, constatk par le Minist.re, 
Curt.her amounts will be required t.o be paid des pr61~vement.s exigibles sur le Fonds du 
out of th~ .... Cohsolid11:ted Revenue Fund pursu· revenu consolid6 vis~ au paragraphe· 5(3), le 
ant t.o subSectiQn 5(3), the Governor in Council gouverneur en conseil peut, apr~s consultation 
may, alter consultation with' the 'Government. 5 du gouvernement de la Nouvelle-Ecosse, auto- 5 
o( Nova Scotia, authorize the t.ransfer of t.he riser le Lransfert. du solde cr~dit.eur du Compt.e 
balance lo the credit. of the Account. to a 1 un organisme provincial ou municipal de 
provincial or municipal body in Nova Scotia to eel.Le province afin de poursuivre la reconstruc-
be used for the continued rehabilitation of the Lion du sect.eur de la viUe d'Halifax endom· 
area of Halifax t.hat was damaged by the 10 mag~ par }'explosion du 6 d~cembre 1917. 10 
explosion at Halifax in 1917. • • 

• 
Crcdiu&o 7. (1) There shall be paid into the Con· 7. (1) Sont vers~ea au Fonds du revenu 
Publ~~niee l'd d R F d d d' d h Superannuation so t ate evenue un an ere tt.e t.o t e consolid~ et portkes au cr~dit du compt.e men· 
Accau11i account. referred to in the Public S.mrice Su~- tionn6 dans la Loi aur la peruion de la Fonction 

annuation Act as the Superannuation Account 15 publiqiu sous le tit.re .. Compte de pension de 
(hereinafter in this section referred t.o as the retrait.e• (ci·apr~s d6nomm~ .. Compt.e de pen· 15 
"Public Service ~uperannuation Account") sion de ret.rait.e de la Fonct.ion publique•) 

(a) the moneys accepted by the Minister a) les sommes accep~es par le Minist.re en 
pursuant to subsection 4(1) that were held • vertu du paragraphe 4(l)·et. pr6c~demment 
by or in the name o( or in trust for the 20 d~tenues par la Commission, en son nom ou 
Commission on account of the superannua- en fiducie 1 son profit pour le compt.e du 20 
tion fund established under the Superannu- fonds, intitul6 .wperannuation fund, cr6~ en 
ation Plan and administered by the Com- vertu du R~gime de retrait.e et g~r~ par la 
mission; and Commission: et 
(b) the moneys realized from the liquidation 25 b) Jes sommes provenant de la liquidation 
made pursuant t.o subsection 4(2) of securi- eCfectu~e en vertu du paragraphe 4(2) des 25 
ties or other assets that were held by or in ' · valeurs mobili~res ou autres biens pr~c~em· 
the name of oi: in trust for the Commission ment d~t.enus par la Commission, en son 
on account of the superannuation fund ·• nom ou en fiducie l son profit pour le 
described in paragraph (a). 30 compte du fonds vis6 l l'alin~a a). 

Uliliaalioadu 
aoldt 

V~niav 
Compte de pea· 
1ian de relraiLe 
de la Fanction 
publique 

Cbarie1t.o (2) There shall be paid out of the Con· (2) Sont pr~lev6es sur le Fonda du revenu 30Prtle•emc111• 
Public Hemce I 'd d R F d d h d h aur le Compte Superannualioa so l ate evenue un an c arge t.o t e consolid~ et portkes au d~bit. du Compte de de penaiDn c1e 
Accounl Public Service Superannuation Account, sub- pension de ret.rait.e de Ja Fonct.ion publique, reltail;e de la . 

ject to the terms and conditions of the Super- sous r~erve des conditions du R~gime de !:'cl.Ian publi-

annuation Plan, any benefit. payable out of 35 ret.raite, les prestations payables sur le fonds 

Delinitlan DI' 
"Supenlnnua• 
1ionPliln" 

the superannuation fund described in para- vis~ A l'alin~a (l)a) en vertu de ce r~gime. 35 
graph OXa) pursuant. to that Plan. 

(3) For the purposes o( .this section, ,.Super- (3) Dans le pr~sent article, ·R~gime de 
annuation Plan" means the Halifax Relief retraite• d~signe le Superannuation Plan de la 
Commission Superannuation Plan, as it exists 40 Commission de secours d'Halifax, en son ~tat 
on the dissolution or the Commission, that was i la dissolution de celle;:i, cr~e au profit de aes 
established for the benefit o( employees, offi· employ~s. de ses dirigeants et de ses membres 40 
cers and members of the Commission pursuant en application du d~cret du gouverneur en 
to an Order of the Governor in Council dated conseil date du 24 janvier 1945 (C.P. 163505). 
January 24, 1945 CP.C. 163/505). 45 

R.S. 1tu, c. 8. Paragraph 81(1XJ) of the Income T= Act 
HB· 1117CHM2 • 1 d d h , II . b . 

8. L'alin~a 81(1)/) de la Loi de l'imp6t aur le 
revmu est abrog~ et remplac6 par ce qui suit: c. a3 ' 11 repea. e an t e •O owmg su st1tuted 

therefor: 

.. - . .._ -.. - .--. ···- ... ... - ~ 

~linilido de 
• fUsi1De de 
telral&e-

8.R. de I 132, c. 
HI; 197~71-72, 
c. 63 

·. 

1 
l 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY HAL.L, 1841 ARGYLE STREET 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3A5 

May 28, 1981 

Thank you for your letter of April 13, 1981 concerning 
the Halifax Relief Commission. 

The difficulties of this year 1 s tax rate setting process 
have precluded my dealing with this matter to this point, but I 
certainly appreciate your action on behalf of the City of Halifax. 
I believe that further clarification which you have received from 
Mr. ·A. E. Sullivan, · Chairman of the Canada Pension Commission, 
regarding the eventual disposition of the Halifax Relief Commission 
funds and the assurance that any residual funds will be used for 
the continued rehabilitation of the area of Halifax that was damaged 
by the explosion, puts one of the City's concerns in this matter to 
rest. 

There remains the matter of a number of individuals who 
feel they have justifiable claim for assistance und~r the Relief 
Commission. You have been most helpful in explaining that the 
Commission will indeed look at these claims and I am pleased to 
hear that two additional awards have, in fact, been made in the 
past short while. 

I am attaching to this letter a listing of the names and 
addresses of those persons who have contacted the City with respect 
to claims against the Relief Commission and I would ask that you 
forward these to Mr. Suit ivan, in order that a review can be made 
of these specific situations. Possibly, the two recently approved 
cases are among these cases listed, in which instance nothing 
further is required. 

. . . . /2 
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The Honourable Gerald Regan Page 2 

Once again, I thank you for your involvement in this 
matter on behalf of the City of Halifax, which has resulted in a 
most satisfactory clarification of the situation. 

/cm 

~erely,. 

~ ~ L0c::.J,,JLJL. . 

RON WALLACE 
H A Y 0 R 

The Honourable Gerald Regan, H.P. 
Minister of Labour 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 
OTTAWA, Canada KlA OA6 

cc Members of City Council 
~,,,~ 

., 

... -
. .. 
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APPLICANTS 

HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 

Miss Catheryn Hartlen 
c/o Marie Slaunwyte 
5672 Livingstone Street 
HALIFAX, N. S. B3K 2Cl 

Mr. Quinton V. Lantz 
5573 Falkland Street 
HALIFAX, N. S. B3K 1A6 

Mrs. Gertrude Fitzgerald 
5846 West Street 
HALIFAX, N. S. B3K 1J3 

Miss Hazel Stacey 
5846 West Street 
HALIFAX, N. S. B3K 1J3 

Hrs. Gertrude Flemming 
c/o Hs. Joyce MacDonald 
Office of George Cooper , MP 
House of Commons, Ottawa, Canada 
(Last address for contact on file) 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY HALL. 1B41 ARGYLE STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3A!5 

May 28, 1981 

Honourable Gerald A. Regan 
Minister 
Labour Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA 0A6 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

I wish to thank you for your letter of April 13, 1981, concerning 
the Halifax Relief Commission. 

The difficulties of this year's tax rate setting process have 
precluded my dealing with this matter to this point, but I 
certainly appreciate your action on behalf of the City of 
Halifax, in this matter. I believe that further clarification 
which you have received from Mr. A. E. Sullivan, Chairman of 
the Canada Pension Commission, regarding the eventual disposition 
of the Halifax Relief Commission funds and the assurance that 
any residual funds will be used for the continued rehabilitation 
of the area of Halifax that was damaged by the explosion, puts 
one of the City's concerns in this matter to rest. 

There remains the matter of a number of individuals who feel 
that they have justifiable claim for assistance under the Relief 
Commission. You have been most helpful in explaining that the 
Commission will indeed look at these claims and I am delighted 
to hear that two additional awards have, in fact, been made in 
the past short while. 

I am attaching, to this letter, a listing of the names and addresses 
of those persons who have contacted the City with respect to claims 
against the Relief Commission and I would ask that you might forward 
these to Mr. Sullivan, in order that a review can be made of these 
specific situations. Possibly, the two recently approved cases 
are among these cases listed, in which case obviously nothing 
further is require for those individuals. 

. / 2 
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Once again, may I thank you for your involvement in this matter, 
on behalf of the City of Halifax, which has resulted in a most 
satisfactory clarification of the situation. 

/ch 
Att. 
cc: City Council, for Information 

~rs sincerely, 

Q~'---=>~ 
Ron Wallace 
MAYOR 
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APPLICANTS 

HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 

Miss Catheryn Hartlen 
c/o Marie Slaunwyte 
5672 Livingston Street 
Halifax, N. s. 

Mr. Quinton V. Lantz 
5573 Falkland Street 
Halifax, N. s. 
B3K 1A6 

Mrs. Gertrude Flemming 
c/o Ms. Joyce MacDonald 
Office of Mr. George Cooper, MP 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Miss Hazel Stacey s:~ 
c/o Ms. Joyce MacDonald S-£ c./ (, {-'!/~ / ... 
Office of Mr. George Cooper 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Mrs. Gertrude Fitzgerald 
5846 West Street 
Halifax, N. s. 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY HALL. 1841 ARGYLE STREET 

Dear Mr. Minister 

HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3A5 

May 19, 1981 

Thank you for your letter of April 13, 1981 
and information on the Halifax Relief Commission. 
I note that applications for pensions are still 
eliqi~le for consideration even after all these 
years. My concern as an MLA was to establish this 
eligibility but also to establish a review of the 
one-shot settlements. These were payments of $400. 
to $500. in full settlement for claims. Acceptance 
of these amounts eliminated a lifetime pension. 
Parents and guardians accepted these for minors and 
there is a question of law involved. 

I can appreciate that at this late date any 
review of old claims would be very difficult. 

You will note my request for an inquiry in 
Halifax and the reply received is enclosed. Your 
April 13th letter stated: 

"Mr. Solomon was not aware that you had been pressing 
for an inquiry in Halifax by the Canadian Pension 
CoJIUtlission, and can find nothing on file relating to 
·such a request." 

The relevant correspondence on this is enclosed. 

Finally, I want to bring to your attention a 
resolution of Council: 

/2 

; · ). ._ 
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"Halifax Housing Disaster Relief Pensions - Alderman 
O'Malley 

Alderman O'Malley advised of correspondence 
received from the Honourable Gerald A. Regan, dated 
April 13, 1981 with regard to the Halifax Housing 
Disaster Relief Pension with the recommendation of 
a 5% increase in Pension rates. Alderman 0 1 Malley 
asked that Council consider the matter of writing to 
the Honourable Minister requesting that Mr. Solomon 
review the decision in this matter. 

Moved by Alderman O'Malley, seconded by Alderman 
Cromwell that Council write a letter to the Honourable 
Mr. Regan requesting that Pension benefits be reviewed 
with a view to increasing same to a rate more favourably 
compared to the Cost-of-Living Index. 

Motion passed." 

Sincerely 

<2_ 0::> c. S> SL• • 
RON WALLACE 
MAY 0 R 

Honourable Gerald A. Regan, P.C. M.P. 
Minister of Labor 
House of Commons 
OTTAWA, Ontario 

c.c. Mr. A.E. Solomon 
Chairman 
Canadian Pensions Commission 
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J u.l y 5 , 1 9 7 8 

HonouJr..a.ble Jean ChJr..{.ti.e..n, 
Minit.teJr.. 06 Fina.nee., 
Hou.he. 06 Common.6, 
Ottawa., Onta4io. 

Vea.Jr.. MJr... Minih.te.Jt: 

* 
~ 

HOUSE OF ASSEMB1. Y 

.. OYA SCOTIA 

Enc.lot.e..d ill a. c.opy 06 a le..tteJt .to .the Ac.ting Se..c.Jteta.Jty 06 Pu1.&ion6. 

1n 1916, le.gi.&la.tion in Ottawa, a.nd al.60 in Mova. Sc.at.la., di.6.6olved 
.the Ha.l.i.6a.x Relie.6 Commil>hion. The Mini.6.te.Jt 06 Fina.nee wa.6 
e.mpowe.Jr..e.d .to eh.ta.blihh .the.. Hali6a.x Explol>ion Pe.nhion Ac.count in 
the Con.6olidate.d Revenue.. Fund. The Ac..t i.mpohed a. .6.ta.tua.toJr..y 
duty on .the Canadian Pe.nhi.on Comml.6.6ion to c.ontlnu.e. ex.i.ht.i.ng 
penh.i.on.6, .to ma.ke. any Jte.qu.i:Jte.d a.dju..6.tment.6, a.nd a.l.&o to initiate 
new gJr..a.n.th oJr.. penhion.& to any pe..Jr..hon.6 dete.Jr..mlne.d eleglble.. 

Enc.lo.bed ih a. c.opy 06 the Mova..Sc.o.tia. Ac.t. 

My .6 pe..cial inteJr..e.l>t i..6 ln .the lu.mp-.6u.m .6 e.ttleme.n.t.6 ma.de .6 hoJt.tly 
a6.te..Jr.. -.the. . ex.plo.6ion .to paJr..e..n.th on be..hal6 06 the.i.Jr.. c.hlldJr..en. 1 a.m 
advi.6 ed .the..6 e. weJr..e not legal bee.a.uh e .the.y weJr..e not applto v e.d by 
.the. c.ou.Jr..t and .theJr..e6oJr..e the c.la.lmh 6oJr.. .i.njuJr..le.& weJr..e not ha.tl.66.i.ed. 
1 ha.v e twenty le..tte.Jr...6 wi.tlt 1ia.meh and addJc.eh.6 eh, but .the Comm.i.6.6.i.on 
wi.ll have complete.. Jc.e..c.oJtd.6. 

1 .6ugge..6t .the Comm.i..66.i.on hold an inqu.i.Jr..y in Ha.li.6a.x. Thl.6 would be 
in lltie.. with the.i.Jc. 1>.ta.tua.toJr..y Jr..e.6pOJi.&ibi.l.Lty: 

1. .to Jr..e.vle.w e.x.l.&ti.ng pe.n.6lon6 

2. to Jc.e..vi.e.w the. a.de.qua.c.y 06 e.aJr..ly lump-.6um 
he..t.tlement.6 ma.de. to pa.Jr..e..nt.6 on beha.l6 06 mlnoJt.6 

3. to c.onhi.de.JL a.au new c..f.ai.m~. Thl.6 i.~ au.tlw JL .lzed 
i.n ~he Act 4(a} (11). 

• •••• Pa.ge 2 
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j U.f.y 5 I J 9 7 8 . 

Honouftable. Jean Chftetien i , 
/ 

Thefte afte not many AuAvivoftA who would qua.li6y undeft the above 
th~ee elaAAiokeationA. The~e iA Atilt a balance in the 6und. 
On behal& 06 thoAe inju~ed who Atilt AuAvive, 1 ftehpeet6ully 
~equeAt an inqui~y be held in Hali6ax. 

Sinee.Aely, / 

( 
Ron Wallaee, M. L. A. 
flali6a.x. Citadel 

/AW 

En el. 

. 
'· 

.. 
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Mrs. Joan Denis 

• 
~ 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

P. O. Box 998 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J lWl 
June 21, 1978 

Acting Secretary of Pensions 
284 Wellington Street 
Room 2033 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dear Mrs. Denis: 

I have an interest in the original Halifax Explosion Fund. 
Could you bring me up to date on this? Any information 
will be appreciated. For instance, what is the balance? 
What' is the annual (or monthly) pay-out on pensions? How 
many survivors are receiving pensions? What amount would 
be required in an insurance type fund to cover future 
pension payments? What is planned for any balance remaining? 
Is it planned to wait for the last claim to be paid before 
freeing the balance of the fund? 

My interest is based on correspondence and contacts with a 
great many victims of the Explosion.. My file contains reports 
on many claims satisfied in the early days of the Commlssion 
by one-time settlements. For instance: $400 or $500 for 
the loss of an eye. It is my conviction that it is still not 
too late to make some additional compensation. These victims 
were often underage and settlements were made by parents on 
their behalf. This would not be legal today without permission 
of the Court. 

Please advise who is the Minister and the Deputy Minister 
responsible for the fund. Any answers, information or advice 
you can give in reply to this letter will be appreciated. 

/rt 

~re' 
. -t-<~ w~_cn___QQ__. 

Ron Wallace, M. L.A. 
Halifax Citade l 
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