
Mrs. Joan Denis 

HOUS£ Of" ASSEM81..Y 

P. o. Box 998 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J lWl 
June 21, 1978/1' 

Acting Secretary of Pensions 
284 Wellington Street 
Room 2033 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dear Mrs. Denis: 

I have an interest in the original Halifax Explosion Fund. 
Could you bring me up to date on this? Any information 
will be appreciated. For instance, what is the balance? 
What · is the annual (or monthly) pay-out on pensions? How 
many survivors are receiving pensions? What amount would 
be required in an insurance type fund to cover future 
pension payments? What is planned for any balance remaining? 
Is it planned to wait for the last claim to be paid before 
freeing the balance of the fund? 

My interest is based on correspondence and contacts with a 
great many victims of the Explosion. My file contains reports 
on many claims satisfied in the early days of the Conunission 
by one-time settlements . For instance: $400 or $500 for 
the loss of an eye. It is my conviction that it is still not 
too late to make some additional compensation. These victims 
were often underage and settlements were made by parents on 
their behalf. This would not be legal today without permission 
of the Court. 

Please advise who is the Minister and the Deputy Minister 
responsible for the fund. Any answers, information or advice 
you can give in reply to this letter will be appreciated. 

/rt 

~re' 
- +<'~ wd. OOm a.a -

Ron Wallace, M.L.A. 
Halifax Citadel 
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Minister Minlstre 
Veterans Affairs Affaires des anciens combattants 

Mr. Ron Wallace, M.L.A., 
House of Assembly, 
HALIFAX, N .s. 
B3J 2X3 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

v 
September S, 19781 

Your letter of July 27th has been brought to my attention. I note that 
you are concerned about (1) existing pensions; (2) reviewin~ the adequacy 
of early lump-sum settlements made on behalf of minors and (3) consider
ation of new claims, and you suggested that there be an inquiry to look 
into these matters. 

With respect to existing pensions, there would appear to be no need for 
an inquiry because following a recent review of existing pensions the 
amounts paid were all increased. Insofar as new claims are concerned, 
there is no reason why an individual who is suffering a serious disability 
which can be shown to have been caused by the explosion cannot now apply 
for a pension. He should submit ·an application to the Canadian Pension 
Conmission. This application should include as much detailed information 
about the identification of the individual as possible, including medical 
details of the injury and the names of any relatives who could assist 
in confirming the details of his injuries . The addres·s at the time of 
the explosion would ~e helpful. 

I am advised that the Halifax Relief Commission was given full authority 
to make lump-sum .settlements by Chap. 61 of the Statutes of Nova Scotia, 
1918, and Chap. 24 of the Statutes of Canada, 1918. I am also advised 
that any such payments made to minor children under these authorities 
were quite legal and at this time should not be the subject of an inquiry. 
The remaining funds on hand for the payment of relief to such survivors 
are qui:te limited and there is little Hkelihood of any change in the 
basic ground rules under which the Halifax Relief Commission made its 
original awards some sixty years ago. 

I am assured that all applications submitted under The Halifax Relief 
Co11JJ1ission Pension Continuation Act are carefully considered by the 
Pension Conunission. 

I hope that the above has sufficiently clarified ·the matter for you. 

House of Commons 
Ottawa, Canada 
K1A OX2 

Chambre des communes 
OTTAWA, Canada 
K1A OX2 

Yours sincerely> 

~~.~ 
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~His Worship Mayor Wallace 

CITY COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF CITl' Cl.Elli.: 

c1n· ll1ILL 

Halifax, N. S., .... " ........ May ... $ ........ , .. " .. ~ ................................. 19 ........ 81 

Extracts from Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax 

held on the ... .. ................. ~ ..... " ..... }.Q.~ ........................ -··-···· ... da~· oC.. ........ ~P.:I'..~.!: .... ....... ...... ......... ........ ..... . . . ... .19 .. 8- .~ 

Halifax Housing Disaster Relief Pensions - Alderman O'Malley 

Alderman O'Malley advised of correspondence received 
from the Hon. Gerald A. Regan, dated April 13, 1981 with regard to the 
Halifax Housing Disaster Relief Pension with the recommendation of a 
5% increase in Pension rates. Alderman O'Malley asked that Council 
consider the matter of writing to the Hon. Minister requesting that 
Mr. Solomon review the decision in this matter. 

MOVED by Alderman O'Malley, seconded by Alderman 
Cromwell that Council write a letter to the Hon. Mr. Regan requesting 
that Pension benefits be reviewed with a view to increasing same to 
a rate more favourably compared to the Cost-of-Living Index. 

Motion passed • 

-

003•004 

A TRUE COPY 

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT 
CITY CLERK 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY HALL. 1841 ARGYLE STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3AS 

..... 

April 16, 1981 

Dear Mrs. Fitzgerald: 

Thank you for your letter. The Halifax 
Explosion took place over sixty years ago but we still 

. are hearing from those who were injured. There are 
a number of people receiving benefits for injuries 
received and, in addition, we are trying to get some 
assistance for· those not covered. for benefits. In 
this regard we have not been very successful. The 
argument in Ottawa is that the balance remaining in 
the fund is only sufficient to cover the continuing 
payments of the established benefits. 

Alderman Nick Meagher is concerned about some 
people like yourself and has talked to me about it. It 
is not easy today with inflation and set incomes for our 
senior citizens. 

I hope that things are going well for you and 
one of these days I may have an opportunity to be up in 
your area and, if so, I will try to drop in to see you. 

~erely, 

--(L~~~· 

Mrs. Gertrude Fitzgerald 
5846 West Street 
HALIFAX, N. S. B3K 1J3 

RON WALLACE 
MAYOR 
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• ..L Chairman President 
• .. Canadian Pension Commission Commission canadienne des pensions 

15 October 1980 

The Honourable Gerald A. Regan, P.c., H.P. 
Minister, Labour Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA OA6 

ATTENTION: Hr. Peter Dalgleish 

Dear Mr. Regan: 

RE: Halifax Relief Pension Continuation Ac~ 

Please refer to you~l o 25 September and my reply of 2 
October respecting ~ s maining in the Halifax Explosion 
1917 Pension A~n my etter I indicated that I had been 
unable to loca e n correspondence from you on the 
subject. 

Your letter to me of 18 September 1980 finally arrived in my 
office yesterday, l~ Oc~ober. 

Following a discussion with Mr. Peter Dalgleish of your office, 
the following additional information may be helpful to -you. 

The current value of the fund is approxima~ly $1,320 1 000. 
or this amount, approximately $500,000 ~ the form of bonds, 

and 5 l/2J. These were investment irQ ~ Halifax Relief 
Commission. The remainder, whic 'i:l into the 

the bulk of which pay interest at ra~v g between ~ l/2J 

month Treasury Bill rate. A ~ t time pension payments 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, d~f t e t 9oi of the three 

are running at the rate of$ ;~year and if at all 
possible a ctua r ia lly, the Com ion would like to ·provide an 
increase in January 1981 to help offset the increased cost of 
living. 

No thought has been given to making lump sum payments to the 
remaining pensioners to free up a sum for other purposes. To 
do so, would, I feel, be doing a disservice to the remaining 
pensioners ~hose needs will not grow less with the passing of 
time. 

Your inquiry about the eventual disposal of any balance of the 
fund after the death of the last surviving pensioner was 
answered in my letter flf 2 'October. 

Ottawa, Canada 
KlA OP4 

Yours sincerely, 

A.O. Solomon, 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY HALI., 1841 ARGYLE STREET 

I 

I 

Dear Mr. Minister 

HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3A~ 

August 18, 1980 

Further to my letter of June 11, 1980 concerning the 
Halifax Relief Commission and your reply of July 2, 
the City has received a number of additional requests 
for assistance from citizens of Halifax who believe 
that they warrant assistance from Conunission funds. 

The matter of the Halifax Relief Conunission was, 
in fact, raised at. the Halifax City Council meeting of 
July 31, 1980, where a number of· questions were asked 
which cannot be answered by either myself or City 
staff, at the present time. The matter was again 
raised at the Conunittee of the Whole meeting of 
August 6, 1980. 

It would appear that Aldermen of the City are 
receiving quite a number of calls from prospective 
pensioners, and also, calls regarding the pensions 
presently being paid by the Relief Commission and 
the jurisdiction and eventual disposition of the funds 
contained therein. The City has been trying consistently 
for something approaching a year, to obtain responses to 
these questions and I would be obliged if you would make 
every possible effort through your fellow ministers to 
obtain a speedy response to these questions. 

• • .. 2 
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Honourable Gerald A. Regan, Q.C., P.C., M.P. 
Page Two 
August 18, 1980 

I certainly wish to tqank you for your efforts to 
date on behalf of the City in this matter and look 
forward to a speedy resolution to what has been an on
going area of frustration on the part of a number of 
Members of Halifax City Council. 

Yours truly, 

RONALD J. HANSON 
MAY 0 R 

Honourable Gerald A. Regan, Q.C., P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Labour 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA OA6 ---· 
RJH:cll 
c.c. Members, Halifax City Co\incil 
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To: His Worship, Mayor Hanson 1. FOLLOW UP 

FROM: B. G. Smith, C.A., Director of Finance Z. FOLLOW UP 

DATE: August 7' 19 80 3. FOLLOW UP 

sueJECT: Halifax Relief Commission Fund 4. COMPLETION DATE 

I 

The City Manager had suggested that we might copy the 
Honourable Minister of Fisheries for the Province of Nova 
Scotia and although that gentleman was pretty much involved 
in the Relief Commission matters in his previous office, we 
must regretably point out that his efforts did not produce 
results. Furthermore, it would not seem appropriate to copy 
him on a letter to the Minister of Labour at this time, al
though a bl1nd copy could, of course, be forwarded at your 
discretion. Also, you may wish to consider recognizing the 
amount of feeling expressed on this matter at the Committee 
of the Whole of August 6th, and send a copy of the attached 
letter to Honourable Gerald Regan to Council for information. 

BGS/ss 
Att. 

cc: Mr. P. Calda, P. Eng. 

Finance 

RECEIVED 

AUG 7 lSSO 

-'MA '(OR'S OFFlCE 
ClT.'i. HALL. 

.. ........ 
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• . 1 
l!! TELEX 019-22641 

TELEPHONE 

902-426- 6 429 
CITY OF HALIFAX 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 
83J 3AS 

Honourable Gerald A. Regan, QC, MP 
Minister of Labour 
House of Conunons 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

August 7, 1980 

Further to my letter of June 11, 1980, concerning the Halifax 
Relief Commission and your reply of July 2, 1980, the City has 
received a number of additional requests for assistance from 
citizens of Halifax who believe that they warrant assistance 
from Commission funds. 

The matter of the Halifax Relief Conunission was, in fact, raised 
at the Halifax City Council meeting of July 31, 1980, where a 
number of questions were asked which cannot be answered by either 
myself or the City staff, at the present time. The matter was 
again raised at the Committee of the Whole meeting of August 6, 
1980. 

It would appear that aldermen of the City are receiving quite a 
number of calls from prospective pensioners, and also, calls 
regarding the pensions presently being paid by the Relief Comm
ission and the jurisdiction and eventual disposition of the funds 
contained therein. The City has been trying consistently for 
something approaching a year, to obtain responses to these ques
tions and I would be obliged if you would make every possible 
effort through your fellow ministers to obtain a speedy response 
to these questions. 

I certainly wish to thank you for your efforts to date on behalf 
of the City in this matter and look forward to a speedy resolu
tion to what has been an on-going area of frustration on the part 
of a number of ment>ers of Halifax City Council. 

BGS/ss 

Yours sincerely, 

RONALD HANSON 
MAYOR 
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I "'*-I Minister Ministre 
....,... Labou: ~:~j@-0 Travail Canada 

,, .. ~r ._... 
,.. ···..1....-

•"':; ~ 

s.~\.. 1 't\C~ 
. ,~ Qt 

I · ~Q~;) .. PlcUl : ·1 

\. . ..t.f.: .-<°'l.. ~- -·. -"'' er "
Ju1y -2, 1980 

..... 

1 His Worship Mayor Ronald Hanson, 
City of Halifax, 
1841 Argyle Street, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
B3J 3A5 

Dear Mayor Hanson: 

Thank you for your letter of June 11th on behalf of 
residents of Halifax who have applied for pensions 
or pension adjustments from the Halifax Relief 
Conunission. 

Representations have been made through the Off ice 
of the Minister of Veterans Affairs, and I will be 
in touch with you as soon as I have anything to 
report. 

Meanwhile, thank you for bringing to my attention 
the difficulties that the staff of City Hall have 
experienced in obtaining information requested. 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY HALL 1841 ARGYLE STREET 

Dear Mr. Minister 

HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA 

B3J 3A!5 

June 11, 1980 

I wish to bring to your attention and seek your assistance 
in dealing with some difficulties which are being experienced 
in Halifax, with respect to the functions previously undertaken 
by the Halifax Relief Commission. 

The Halifax Relief Conunission was established in 1917 to 
deal with victims of the Halifax Explosion and the Commission 
operated until approximately three years ago, when the Commission 
was disbanded and the funds were put into the custody of the 
~ederal Department of Pensions. A number of persons have 
contacted the City .in this intervening period, since the disband-

h ment of the ConuniS:Sion, claiming handicaps suffered as a result 
.: "of the explosion, and seeking assistance from that source. These 

persons have been referred to the Federal Department of Pensions, 
so far without results. Furthermore, attempts by City staff to 
obtain an accounting of the results of the investment of the 
funds passed over the Department of Pensions and the levels of 
pensions presently being paid, have not met with success. 

The City would be most appreciative of any assistance which 
you are able to provide in this regard. Details of the persons 
attempting to obtain pension are available within the City's files. 

Yours sincerely, 

t:~'L!!~ 
MAYOR 

Honourable Gerald A. Regan, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Labour 
House of Commons 
OTTAWA, Ontario 

RH:cll 

b. c_c.... 
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Mr. cJuinton V. J,i)ntz 
!> '.) 7 3 Fa H. l an cl '. : ll "'~ e t 
i 1. 11 i £ «;< , r J • s • 
BJ:\ ll\G 

June 6, 1980 . 

---------: ' I • f; l \J ~ 0 
R . ·-

f ., • J i '~ 
,.,

1 
,. 1 ...:\\ or ri ...... ,~ 

V I --------- - : --, 

I ·wish to tha1ll: yon ror and respond to your. letter of May 30 I 
10Lu, conc .. !nd.li'' th•: ilillifax Relief Cornmissi0:1 Fund which wao;;, 
unLil rec1..!ntl:/, .:iv.:1.ilvJ:il e f or persons \.,iho .suff~red injuries as 
a r~sult of the lllilif:i>: explosion. 

'l' li e? Rel.ief Con'J11i~:rniori Fund was taken over sornr:: two y e ar9 ago 
l1y L.;11) Fl:'<lerul \1ov1~n1rn<:..•nt. It had previo ur.ly been operaterl . 
l y ,1 :~r~p•:n·.:tt(? co:nmisnion and, from th.:lt tiJYtc f:orwar<l, it has 
h~c~n c:-:Lrcr;.1ely- l1if: ficnlt to obtain any infor1w1tion on the 
!1.ij <HH.:~ of ft1i11~ :. :1v.1.i.lal1lc or to huvc a11y ut':1lication!l for 
11en!·:io11 l"'l"OC•~!;~~c,<1. 'J'he T'unc.l, I unclcrst.:md, if-1 now administered 
Jiy tllc 1-'cdernl fl'2i..,<.lrlment of Pensions and we~ hnve on file within 
Ul(' City u. nUJ11Lc:r of personn who are un:Y.i.oui1 to obtain p«yment 
from it. 

1 will add your. 1..-.;~w to the list of polcriti Cl l <.lpplicants which 
I ll.:tvc on file: iHll: I will be most hnppy to ilt:vise you if any 
pro0ress io rnndc . 

B • ,.. ,1i th , C • 1\. 
Director of Finance 

' r 
r 

· .. 

.. ·. 
[ I 

I 

.. 

. \. 
' . 
.. 
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His Worship, Mayor Hanson 

B. G. Smith, C.A., Director of Finance 

Auguat 7, 19 80 

Halifax Relief Commission Fund 

I 

~he City Manager had suggested that we might copy the 
Honourable Minister of Fisheries for the Province of Nova 
Scotia and although that gentleman was peetty much involve <l 
in the Relief Commission matters in his previous off !co, we 
must regretably point out that his efforts d!id not produce 
results. Furthermore, it would not seem appropriate to copy 
him on a letter to the Minister of Labour at this time, al
though a bl&nd copy could, of course, be fo~iarded at your 
discretion. Also, you may wish to consider recognizing the 
amount of feeling expressed on this matter at the Committee 
of the Whole of August 6th, and send a copy of the attached 
letter to Honourablo Gerald Regan to Council for information. 

DGS/ss 
Att. 

cc: Mr. P. Calda, P. ~ng. 

Finance 
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Hon6urable Gerald A. Regan, QC, MP 
Minister of Labour 
!.ou!Jc o f Common s 
Ottm1a, Onta rio 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

August 7, 1980 

i-~urther to my letter of .June 11, 19 80, concerning the Halifax 
Relief Commission and your reply of July 2, 1980, the City has 
received a number of additional requests for assistance from 
citizens of Halifax who bel.i.eve that they warrant assistancP. 
from Commission funds. 

The matter of the Hnlifax llelief Conunission \·rns, in fact, raised 
at the Halifax Citl' Council meeting of July Jl, 1900, where a 
m.unbf?r of questions were asked which cannot be answered by either 
myself or the City staffy at the present time. The matter was 
again raised at the Committee of the Whole meeting of August ri, 
19 GO. 

It would appear that aldermen of the City are receiving quite a 
number of calls from prospective pensioners, and also, calln 
regarding the pensions presently being paid by the Relief Comm
ission and the jurisdiction and eventual dispos&~ion of tha funds 
contained therein. The City has been trying c:onsistently for 
something approachiny a year, to obtain responses to these ques
tions and I would be obliged if you would make every possible 
effort through your fellow ministers to obtain a speedy response 
to these questions . 

I certainly wish to thank you for your efforts to date on behalf 
of the City in this matter and look forward to a speedytrasolu
tion to what has been an on-going area of frustration on the part 
of a number of members of Halifax City Council. 

BGS/ss 

Yours sincerely, 

RDNl'LD HANSON 
MAY 0 R 
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. 
CITY COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF CITY CLEUK 

CITY llttU. 

c.;i ty Man~9er 
~eccor of Social Planning 
C~y Solicitor 
Director of Finance 

i ------·I 
·- Extracts from Minutes of n Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax 

the .. ........ ,. w •• w •• ~ . . ... ~.~~-~ . . ... ...... ~ •• w... ................ .... ... .... . day of .. - ......... ... ..... ~~=~· ...... _ .... .. ............... ~ ............... . _ .. .19 . . ~~ 

Halifax Relief Fund 

The above item was added at the reques t of Alderman 
Downey who advised that he has received a number of calls from 
persons enquiring as to whether their pensions are to be increased. 
Alder man Downey asked whether the Provincial or Federal Governments 
will be releasing the funds. 

Alderman Meagher asked whether it would be possible to 
have someone in the Social Assistance Department appointed to 
assist the various pensioners, etc. with their claims and renewal 
applications. Alderman Meagher requested that the City Manager's 
office give consideration to the matter of having someone who 
would be responsible for such action before the Pension Review Board. 

His Worship advised that a letter has been forwarded to 
Ottawa requesting release of funds but that no response has been 
received. 

Alderman Clarke advised that he would like to know who 
has the legal jurisdiction and final determination with respect to 
the funds. Alderman Clarke said he would also like to be advised 
of the number of pensioners remaining and to have the claims reviewed 
to see if pensions can be upgraded. Alderman Clarke requested further 
information from staff on the matter including whether the City has 
any jurisdiction. 

The Director of Finance said it was his understanding 
that during the final wind-up, the City was to be consulted on the 
matter but it has been difficult to obtain a response to date. 

/bd 

a~4""L~ 
CATHERINE MacNEIL, 
ACTING CITY CLERK 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



l 
His Worship Mayor Ronald Hanson, 
City of Halifax, 
1841 Argyle Street, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
B3J 3AS 

Dear Mayor Hanson: 

Thank you for your letter of June 11th on behalf of 
residents of Halifax who have applied for pensions 
or pe nsio n adjustments from the Hali fax Relief 
Commission. ,. 

Representations have bee n made through the Office 
of the Minister of Ve t erans Affairs, and I will be 
in touch with you as soon as I have anything to 
report. 

Meanwhile, thank you for bringing to my attention 
the difficulti~s that the staff of City Hall have 
experienced in obtaining information requested. 

Ypcerely, 

~ ......--__ 

/ Gerald A. R 

,, 
1 

.. 

-1 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY HALL. 1841 ARGYLE STREET 

I 

I 

Dear Mr. Minister 

HALIFAX. NOVA sconA 

B 3 J 3A!5 

June 11, 1980 

/·-----.-, !- ---... r...: c· ·-· -. 
I ·- -· I:: I ' , •.. I . . . ·-
I JUN I l ,, 

"" .&.IJ(.\.} 

I wish to bring to your attention and seek your assistance 
in dealing with some difficulties which are being experienced 
in Halifax, with respect to the functions previously undertaken 
by the Halifax Relief Conunission. 

The Halifax Relief Commission was established in 1917 to 
deal with victims of th~ Halifax Explosion and the Commission 
operated until approximately three years ago, when the Commission 
was disbanded and the funds were put into the custody of the 
,ederal Department of Pensions. A number of persons have 
contacted the City in this intervening period, since the disband-

~ ment of the Conuni~s·ion, claiming handicaps suffered as a result 
: ·.of the explosion, and seeking assistance from that source. These 

'persons have been referred to the Federal Department of Pensions, 
so far without results. Furthermore, attempts by City staff to 
obtain an accounting of the results of the investment of the 
funds passed over the Department of Pensions and the levels of 
pensions presently being paid, have not met with success. 

The City would be most appreciative of any assistance which 
you are able to provide in this regard. Details of the persons 
attempting to obtain pension are available within the City's files. 

Yours sincerely, 

!o:~re~ 
MAY 0 R 

Honourable Gerald A. Regan, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Labour 
House of Commons 
OTTAWA, Ontario 

RH:cll 
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Sia Worship Mayor Morrie 

D. G. Smith, Director of Finance 

January 7, 1980 

Halifax Relief Commission runda 

I 

I have been nttempting, over the last four or f~ve months, 
to get a current accounting of the balance of the Halifax 
Relief Commission monies and to determine the status of the 
Fund and its rate of earnings from the time of hand over of 
the funds to the Federal Governmont to some more current 
period. It sccmo to n~ that the principal of the fund hao 
declined rather more rapidly than I would havo expected.in 
view of the level of ncnsion payments being made and in 
view of the short term nature of the investments at the 
time of hand-over and the available ratea of earnings at 
the present time. I have been attempting to keep some 
monitor on thia Rcl~ef Chcmission situation in the hopee 
that residual monies can be mnde available to the City of 
Unlifnx for one or more of the purposes previously outlined 
to the Federal Government in your varioua memoranda. 

In order to play ~ny effective role in this, I at least need 
to monitor the earnings history oincc the time of hand-over. 
So far, I have not been successful in this. I have been in 
regular correspondence with the office of Mr. George Cooper, 
in an effort to obtoin information. Ma. Joyce MacDougall, of 
Mr. Cooper's office, contacted me on the matter of the Relief 
Commission Funds at one point and, using this ao a point of 
reference, I have attempted to obtain information which, in 
fact, she promised to make available to me, ao far without 
results and obviously the present situation in OttaYa does 
not improve the chanc•a of getting any information nt thio 
point. 

If you feel that this line of effort is unlikely to be 
profitable, I would appreciate your comments to that effect. 
If, however, you feel that there is something to be gained in 
monitoring the Relief Commission Funda, then I would ask for 
your advioe on how I might obtain the necessary information so 
to do. 

BGS/ch 

B. G. Smith 
Director of Finance 
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M6. Joyce. Ma.C!1Jouga.U 
066.ic.e 06 Wt. Geo.Jtge. CoopeJt, MP 
Hou.6 e. o 6 Comon.4 
Ottawa, On,t,a/Llo 

VeaJL M6. Ua.c.Vouga11.: 

Ve.c.emb eJr. 6, 1919 

On Oc;tobeJr. 31, 1919, I wli.o.te t.o you 1tequu.tlng bt6olUlla.Uon 1te.gaJULing 
the pJr.e.&mt Ata.tru 06 the Ha.ll6ax Re.Ue6 Conrn.U~i.on Fc.utd6. A CDPY 
0 O .tha.:t lat ell ~ allo.c.h e.d 601t t}OUIL J..n 6 OJtma.:ti.o Yl • 

To da.:te, I ltave not 1te.c.uved a. JtepltJ. Would you. ple.cu e check yowr. 
6.Uu and a.dv~e me. 06 the .6ta.:tu.6 06 the 6und6. 

Tha.nk you 601t youJt c.o-opeJuLtlon in :th-<A ma..t.teJL. 

SGS/ch 
Att.. 

~~tAuly, 

~t, C.A. 
V.lJr.e.cto1t o 6 F .LJwtc.e. 
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Ms. Joyce MacDou9all 
Office of Mr. George Cooper, MP 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dear ! ls • MacDoug all : 

October 31, 1979 

Further to your letter of August 27, 1979, on behalf of Mr. Cooper, 
I ara wondering whether you now have any infoi.'"1llation ragarding the 
present status of the Halifax Relief Commission funds. 

You will appreciate that· the City of Halifax has a particular 
interest in these funds and, as you may recall, it was your 
intention to look into the present situation. I am, of course, 
particularly interested in what has transpired with regard to the 
balance of the funds since they were transferred from Halifax to 
Ottawa anc.l the future prognosis in tenns of continued level of 
payment from the funds. 

BGS/ss 

Yours vory truly, 

B~th, C.A. 
Director of Finance 

,, 
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Circulations/Enclosures/ 
Action Request 

TO 

Allan Wa e 
FROM 

B. G. Smith 

OATE 

Februar_y 21/8 
DEPT,/ DIVISION 

Ma or's Office 
PHONE NO. 

6498 

FOR DISTAi au T ION 0 AS REQUESTED 

MltS S.1.Cl E / COMM EN TS 

with Mr. Dixon 

F rom: tJ&,., THE OFFICE OF TllE MAYOR 
CITY OF HALIFAX 

To: );k 
Date: A / ,r- / /'~'·,,<..- ,_,/'iv 231 
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Ria Worship Mayor Morris 

B. G. Smith, Director of Finance 

January 7, 1900 

Halifax Relief Commission Funds 

I 

I have been attempting , ove r the lest four or five months, 
to get a current accounting of the balance of the Halif nx 
Relief Commission monie s and to determine the status of the 
Fund and its rate of earnings fro~ t h o time of hand over of 
the funds to the Federal Government to so~e more current 
period. It seems to me t I1nt the principal of tho fund ban 
declined rather more rapidly than I would hnvc expected.in 
view of the level of pension payments being made and in 
view of the short term nature of the investments at the 
time of hand-over and t h e available rates of earnings at 
the presen t time. I have been attempting to keep some 
monitor on this Relde f Commiasion situation in tha hopes 
tha t residual mo n ies cnn be mn d c a v ai lable to the City of 
llalif ax for one or more of the purpo9ee previously outlined 
to the Federal Govern ment in your various ~emorandn. 

In order to play 3UY effective role in this, I at least need 
to monitor the carninpa history since the time of hand-over. 
So far, I have not been succcooful in this. I have been in 
regular correspondence with the office of Mr. George Cooper, 
in an effort to obtain information. Ms. Joyce MacDougall, of 
Mr. Cooper's office, contacted me on the matter of the Relief 
Commission Funde at one point and, using this ac a point of 
reference, I have attcrupte<l to obtain information which, in 
fact, she promised to make available to me, so far without 
results and obviously the present situation in Ottawa doee 
not improve the chancas of getting any information at this 
point. 

If you feel that this line of effort is unlikely to be 
profitable, I would appreciate your comments to that effect. 
If, however, you feel that there is something to be gained in 
monitoring the Relief Commission Funds, then I would ask for 
your advise on how I might obtain the necessary information so 
to do. 

BGS/ch 

B. G. Smith 
Director of Finance 
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M6. Joyc.e Afa.c.Vouga.U. 
066.i.ce 06 Mtt. Geo1tge Coope.Jt, MP 
HoU6e 06 Commorl.6 
0.ttawa., OntaJri..o 

VeaJL M6. Mac.Vouga.U: 

Vec.embeJt 6, 1919 

On Oc;tcbe.JL 31, 1919, 1 WIWte to you 1r.equu.tlng ..i.n6oJrma..tlon Jr.egaJt.cUng 
:the. p.'tuent h.ta.tu.6 06 :the Ua.U64X. Relle.6 Cormi.i.1,.s.lon Fund.6. A c.opy 
o 6 .tha.t letteJt iA a.tta.c.hed 6oJt IJOUIL i.n!,olr.mO.Uon. 

To date, 1 have not Jr.ec.ei.ved a Jr.eply. Would you. ple.a.6e c.hec.h yoUJt 
6.U.e.6 a.nd adv.iA e me o 6 .tlte .s~ o 6 .the. 6~ . 

Tha.nk you 60~ youJt c.o-opeJta..tion in th..l6 ma.tteJL. 

BGS/c.h 
A:t:t.. 
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Ms. Joyce ~1acDougall 
Office of Mr. George Cooper, MP 
House of common::; 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dear Ms. MacDougall: 

October 31, 1979 

Further to your letter of August 27, 1979, on behalf of Mr. Cooper, 
I am wondering whether you now have any information regarding the 
present status of the Halifax Relief Commission funds. 

You will appre ciate that 'the City of IIali£ax has a particular 
interest in these funds and, as you may recall, it was your 
intention to look into the present situation. I am, of course, 
particularly interested in what has transpired with regard to the 
balance of the funds since they were transferred from Halifax to 
Ottawa and the future prognos is in terms of continued level of 
payment from the f nnds. 

BGS/ss 

Yours VOr'f trulyr 

B~th, C.A. 
Director of Finance 
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' April 10, 1979 

Dear Mrs. Fitzgerald: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 9, 
1979 and our telephone conversation(s) on this matter. 

I apologize for the delay but time has not permitted an 
earlier reply. 

I have been advised by Mr. w. D. Dixon of the Canadian 
Pension Commission that your application is under considera
tion by their staff in Ottawa, Ontario. Apparently, their de
lay is due to the abundance of applications to be processed in 
such matters as the Halifax Explosion and Veterans Pensions. 
Mr. Dixon also advised me that he has had conversations with 
you on this matter and was not able to update you. liowever, he 
suggested you may get a status report if you write to: 

Secretary 
Canadian Pension Commission 
Veterans Memorial Building 
Ottawa, Ontario KlA OP4 

I trust that this r.~ets with your satisfaction. 

Yours t ruly, 

Allan M. Waye 
Principal Assistant to the Mayor 

Mrs. Gertrude Fitzgerald 
5846 West Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

AMW:sm 
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F rom: 

To: 

Date: 

TIIE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
CllY OF HAUF AX 

231 

~. ~ioA. C .... ,..._,<r!,'o•~ 
0, P'.1) /'Jlp '-

/. o~ ~6 
;/~t4kt 
'1U'~R7 
L/20- 719/ 

S'e,v;-~~/% 
{~??a- ;4//;ldrl.. G~~, 
/eJ-a-~-ev> ~~&'{I /If 
~J? 

/);J t}?c/ 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE : 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Alan Waye, Principal Assistant to the 
Mayor 

1. FOLLOW UP 

B.G. Smith, Director of Finance 

March 12, 1979 

Mrs. Fitzgerald - 5486 West Street -
Halifax Relief Commission 

I 

2. FOLLOW UP 

3. FOLLOW UP 

4. COMPLETION DATE 

Further to your telephone call today regarding Mrs Fitzgerald 
of West Street, we are enclosing the two letters which we have 
written on behalf of Mrs. Fitzgerald, which we forwarded to her 
for her possible signature. 

You have informed me that Mrs. Fitzgerald does not appear to be 
getting results in response to the letters, which we had written 
on her behalf and which, of course, we had forwarded to her for 
possible signature.~n the assumption that she had signed them and 
sent them off, I can only suggest that a follow-up letter on the 
Maybr's stationery might produce results, if the Hon. Allen 
MacEachern is~li'tsponding to Mrs. Fitzgerald, herself. 

A suggestion of such a letter might be along the lines of
11

Dear 
Mr. Minister, I have been contacted by one of the citizens of 
Halifax, who I understand has been attempting to obtain infor
mation regarding Halifax Relief Commission Funds. This citizen, 
Mrs. Fitzgerald of 5846 West Street, Halifax is, I understand, 
suffering some disability as a result of injuries received in the 
Halifax Explosion, and is attempting to determine if she would be 
eligible for assistance from funds previously managed by the Halifax 
Relief Commission. In that the Halifax Relief Commission Funds have 
been returned to the custody of the Federal Government, Mrs. Fitz
gerald has been attempting to obtain some response from the Federal 
level, so far without result. I am wondering whether you are able 
to intercede in anyway on her behalf. Your assistance in this matter 
would be greatly appreciated." 

I trust something on the above lines 
further* We have, of course, been as 

BGS/bs 
RECEIVED 

MAR l2 l919 

MAYOR'S OFFIC£ 
CITV. HALC 

might take the matter a step 
helpful as possible at this end. 

~ 
Director of Finance. 

// 
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Hon. Allen Mactachern, 

February 9, 1979. 

5846 West Street, 
Halifax, N. S. 
1-/ :lf-()(p2 9 

I Minister, 
House of Commons, 
O'l'TAWA, ONTARIO. 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

I regret to have to further trouble you at this 
time but I have not, to this point, been favoured with 
a response to my letter of January 9, 1979, a copy of 
which is attached for your further information. 

My situation is desperate - I really need help 
and I believe that the Halifax Relief Commission funds, 
designated for the assistance of victims of the 1917 
explosion, should be available to assist me, a victim 
of that explosion, in some measure. 

I look forward to your assistance in attempting 
to obtain financial support, which is both justified and 
gravely needed. 

Yours truly, 

Mrs. Fitzgerald. 
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Hon. Allen MacEachern, 
Minister, 
House of Conunons, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

January 9, 1979. 

5846 West Street, 
Halifax, N.S . 

I wish to bring to your attention my concern over 
the handling of my case with respect to the Ha.J.Ifax Relief 
Commission. 

I understood that my application for assistance 
from the Relief Commission was being acted upon expeditiously, 
but I am now subsequently informed that the matter has been 
taken out of the hands of the Relief Commission and placed with 
another agency of the Federal Government,and that the whole 
thing is stalled pending some finalization of documentation 
in the Upper House of Parliame:nt. As a result, I have received 
no assistance and the knowledge that this matter is being acted 
upon is of little cheer to me under the circumstances. 

May I ask that you bring your good offices to bear to 
expedite this matter, and to see what can be done towards getting 
me some assistance. I look forward to your efforts on my behalf. 

Yours truly, 

Mrs. Gertrude Fitzgerald. 
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Minister Ministre 
Veterans Affairs Affaires des anciens combattants 

Mr. Ron Wallace, M.L.A., 
House of Assembly, 
HALIFAX, N.S. 
'B3J 2X3 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

September 5, 19781 

Your letter of July 27th has been brought to my attention. I note that 
you are concerned about (l) existing pensions; (2) reviewing the adequacy 
of early lump-sum settlements made on behalf of minors and (3) consider
ation of new claims, and you suggested that there be an inquiry to look 
into these matters. 

With respect to existing pensions, there would appear to be no need for 
an inquiry because following a recent review of existing pensions the 
amounts paid were all increased. Insofar as new claims are concerned, 
there is no reason why an individual \'/ho is suffering a serious disability 
which can be shown to have been caused by the explosion canpot nm·1 apply 
for a pension. He should submit an application to the Canadian Pension 
Conmission. This application should include as much detailed information 
about the identification of the individual as possible, including medical 
details of the injury and the names of any relatives who could assist 
in confirming the details of his injuries. The address at the time of 
the explosion would be helpful. 

I am advised that the Halifax Relief Commission was given full authority 
to make lump-sum settlements by Chap. 61 of the Statutes of Nova Scotia, 
1918, and Chap. 24 of the Statutes of Canada, 1918. I am also advised 
that any such payments made to minor children under these authorities 
were quite legal and at this time should not be the subject of an inquiry. 
The remaining funds on hand for the payment of relief to such survivors 
are quite limited and there is little likelihood of any change in the 
basic ground rules under which the Halifax Relief Commission made its 
original awards some sixty years ago. 

I am assured that all applications submitted under The Malifax Relief 
Co~mission Pension Continuation Act are carefully considered by the 
Pension Commission. 

I hope that the above has sufficiently clarified the matter for you. 

House of Commons 
Ottawa, Canada 
K1A OX2 

Chambre des communes 
OTTAWA, Canada 
K1A OX2 

Yours sincerely, 

~~~JO 
~Vie~~~ MacDonald 
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July 21, 1978 

I 

The. HonouJLable. Vaniel Mac.Vona.ld, 
Minl.6 :te.JL o 6 V e.:teJLan.6 A 6 6 aiJL.t., 
Hou.tie. 06 Common.ti, 
0.t.ta.wa, Onta.JLio. 

VeaJL ·MJL. Mlni.6.te.JL: 

Enc.Lo&e.d plea&e 6ind c.opie.t. 06 Le..tte.JL to .the Acting SecJLeta.JLy 
06 Pen6lono, and JLe.ply ;to that Le.tte.JL. 

1n 1916, Legl6la.tion .in Ottawa, and a.loo .in Nova Sc.otla, dlo-
6olved ;the Ha.ll6a.x Re.lle.6 Comm.lo6.ion. The MinLote4 06 Finance 
Wa.6 e.mpowe.JLed to e6ta.b"li6h the. Ha.li6ax. Ex.pf.06.ion Peno.ion Acc.oun.t 
in the Con.t.ol.ida.ted Revenue Fund. The Ac.t impooed a. htatuato4y 
duty on the Canadian Penh.ion ·Commlooion to c.ontlnue exl&tlng 
pe.n.t.lona, to make any JLequlJLed adju&tmento, and a.loo to lnl.tla.te 
new gJLant.6 oJL pen.6.iono to any pe46ono dete4mined eleglble. 

Enc.lo6e.d .ii, a c.opy 06 the Nova Scot.la Ac.t. 

My .t.pec.lal ln.te4e&;t lo in the Lump-aum .t.e.ttle.menta made ohoJLtly 
a.tSteJL ;the. e.xplooion to pa4ent6 on be.ha.if, of, the.i.4 c.hlld4en. 1 
am advi6e.d the.he weJLe not legal beca.uoe they weJLe not a.pp4oved 
by ;the c.ouJLt and ;theJLef,oJLe the c.lalm~ 604 lnjuJLleo weAe not 
oatl&f,led. 1 have twenty lette46 with name6 and add4eooe6, but 
;the Commlo6.ion will lta.ve. complete Jtec.o.lf.d.&. 

1 6uggeat the Comm..i.6olon hold an lnqulJLy in Hallf,ax. Th.lo would 
be in tine with the.ill 6.tatua.toJLy JLe.6pon&lblllty: 

1. to JLevlew ex.lo.ting pen~lona 

2. to JLeview the adequacy o' ea~i.y lump-~um 
Ae.ttlemen.ti, made to pa.4ento on behal6 06 mlno~.6 

3 . to con~lde~ a.nu new clalm6. Thi6 i~ autho~lzed 
ltt the Ac.t 4 [a) ( 11 ) . 

• ••••• Pa.g e 2 

\ 
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Pa.g e 2 

July 2 7, 1 918 

The. Honou~able Va.nie.l Ma.c.Vona.ld 

The~e. a./Le. not many .&ulLvivoJt..& who would qua.li6y unde.11. .the 
above .th11. ee c..l.a..&.6 in ic.a..tio n.& • T It e.11. e i.6 -6 t..i.ll a ba.lanc. e. in 
.the 6und. On behal6 06 .tho.6e. injuJt.e.d who 6tlll .&uJr.vive, 1 
Jr.e..6pec..t,ully 11.e.que.6.t an lnqul11.y to be. held in Hali6a.x. 

YoulL.6 .6inc.eJt. e.ly, 

Ron Wa.lla.c.e.~ M. L. A. 
Ha.l.i.6a.x Citadel 

I .&w 
Enc.l. 
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J u.t y 5 , 1 91 8 
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Honou.ILa.ble Jean Ch1t.{tle.n, 
MlnlA:te.JL 06 Flnanc.e., 
HouAe 06 Common.6, 
O:tta.wa., On.ta.It.lo. 

Vea.Jt MJt. Mlnl.&:te.Jt.: 

~ 

~ 
HOU!!IE OF ASSEMBLY 

tfOv• scot•• 

I 

j 

'Enc.loi.e.d lh a. c.opy 06 a te.tteJL to :the Ac.ting Sec.Jte.:ta.1t.y 06 Pe.•1.6-lon&. 

1n 1976, le.glAla.tlon ln O:tta.wa., and al1>0 ln Nova Sc.otla., dlAAolve.d 
:the. Ha.ll6a.x Re.lle.6 Comml.t.1>lon. The Mlnl4telt. 06 F-lnanc.e. Wah 
e.mpoWe.JLe.d to e.i.tabllhh the. Hall6a.x Explo.&lon Pen.&lon Ac.c.outtt ln 
the. ConAollda.:ted Re.venue. Fund. The. Ac.:t lmpo.&e.d a 1>tatua.to1Ly 
du.:ty on the Cana.dla.n Pen.&1.ot1 Commlh.t...i.on t.o c.ont...i.nu.e. ex..i..&t.ing 
pe.n1>lon1>, to make any 1t.e.qul1Le.d a.dju&:tmenth, and a.l1>0 :to lnltlate. 
new gJtan:t.6 oJt pe.nAionh to any pe.JL.t.on.t. de.:te.ILmlne.d eleglble. 

Enc.lo.t.e.d l.t. a c.opy 06 the Nova. .Sc.otla. Ac.t. 

My 1>pe.c.la.l ln:te.1t.e.1>.t . l1> ln .the. lump-&u.m .&e:ttleme.ntl> ma.de .&holLtl.y 
a.6.te.Jt the. . e.x.ploJilo n :to pa.ILe.11.t.1> on beha.l6 o 6 :the.lJt c.hlldJten. 1 a.m 
advl1>e.d tfte..,se we.Jte. not l.e.gal bee.au.he. :they we.JLe no:t a.pp1tove.d by 
the. c.oulLt a.nd :the.Jte.601t.e the. c.la.lm.& 601t. lnju.1t.le..& welt.e not &atl1>6led. 
r have :twenty f.e.:t.te.Jr...6 wlth name..6 and a.ddlLel>h C!..l> I but :the. Comml.6.t.lon 
wlll have. c.omple.:te. Jte.c.01t.d1>. 

1 Augge.&.t :the. Comml.&.t>ion ltold a.11 l11qul1t.y lt1 Ha.l.l6ax. Tltl6 uiould be 
ln llne. ivLth .the.Dr.. .t>:ta.tua.t.01c.y ILe.&pon&lb.i.f...lty: 

1. :to 1t.evlew e.xlA:tlng pe.n.&lon.t. 

2. :to 1c.evlew the. adequacy 06 ea1c.l.y lump- hum 
Aet:tlement6 ma.de :to pa.ILe.nt& on beha.l6 06 mlnoll.l> 

3. to c.on.t>lde.IL any new cla.lm~. Thll> l6 autho1c.ize.d 
ln the Act 4(a.) (11). 

• .••• Page 2 
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J Ul y s I 1 9 7 8 ' 

Honou1r.a.ble. Jean Ch1r.etie.n 

The1r.e. a.Jr.e. not ma.ny Au.Jr.vivoll..6 who would qua.li6Y uJ1de1r. tlie. a.bove. 
th1r.e.e. c.la..6Ai6ica.tion.6. The.1r.e iA .6tlll a balance in the. 6u.nd . 
On behal6 06 thohe. injull.e.d who .6t~l .6u.4vive., I ll.e..6pec.t6ully 
~e.queht a.n inqui1r.y be held in Halinax. 

Sinc.ell.ely, 

v1 
/ 

Ron Wallace., M. L. A. 
Hall6ax Citadel 

I /:,W 

Encl. 

I 

'. 

•, 
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Mrs. Joan Denis 

HOUSE 0,. ASSEMBLY 

P. O. Box 998 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J lWl 
June 21, 1978 

Acting Secretary of Pensions 
284 Wellington Street 
Room 2033 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dear Mrs. Denis: 

I have an interest in the original Halifax Explosion Fund. 
Could you bring me up to date on this? Any information 
will be appreciated. For instance, what is the balance? 
What' is the annual (or monthly) pay-out on pensions? How 
many survivors are receiving pensions? What amount would 
be required in an insurance type fund to cover future 
pension payments? What is planned for any balance remaining? 
Is it planned to wait for the last claim to be paid before 
freeing the balance of the fund? 

My interest is based on corres'pondence and contacts with a 
great many victims of the Explosion. My file contains reports 
on many claims satisfied in the early days of the CoIMllssion 
by one-time settlements. For instance: $400 or $500 for 
the loss of an eye. It is my conviction that it is still not 
too late to make some additional compensation. These victims 
were of ten underage and settlements were made by parents on 
their behalf. This would not be legal today without permission 
of the Court. 

Please advise who is the Minister and the Deputy Minister 
responsible for the fund. Any answers, information or advice 
you can give in reply to this letter will be appreciated. 

/rt 

~re' 
- i<~ wd. oo(D__Q.Q.-

Ron Wallace, M.L.A. 
Halifax Citadel 
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Canadian 
Pension Commission 

Mr. Ron Wallace, M.L.A. 
House of Assembly, 
Halifax, N.S . 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

Commission canadienne 
des pensions 

Please Quote No. Citrr le numho 

July 4, 1978. 

I have your letter of 21 June, 1978. You were inquiring about the Halifax 
Explosion fund. 

The Halifax Relief Conunission, established to assist victims of the Halifax 
Explosion which occurred in 1917, was incorporated by an Act of the General 
Assembly of Nova Scotia in 1917 and confirmed by an Act of the Parliament 
of Canada in 1918. Originally, the Commission was funded by substantial 
grants from the public funds and by voluntary contr i butions. During the 
early years, following the explosion, the Commission was concerned with the 
rebuilding of the north end of Halifax which had been devastated by the 
explosion and with providing emergency housing and relief to the victims. 
The legislation also provided for the payment of compensation or allowances 
to persons who had suffered i njury in the explosion and to their dependents. 

By 1975 the role of the Halifax Relief Conunission had greatly diminished. 
The only remaining function was with relation to the payment of continuing 
pensions to some 70 individuals. Early in 1976 legislation was passed by the 
Government of Nova Scotia and by the Government of Canada which dissolved 
the Halifax Relief Commission, transferred the funds to Canada and authorized 
the Canadian Pension Commission to assume the responsibili ties previously 
vested in the Halifax Relief Commission to continue to pay the pensions, 
grants and allowances which were in effect and to make such payments to any 
person the Canadian Pension Commi ssion determines is eligible to receive such 
payments. The provisions of this legislation came into effect at 1 July 1976. 

The Canadian Pension Commission, a quasi judicial body established under the 
Pension Act, reports to Parliament through the Minister of Veterans Affairs, 
the Honourable Daniel J. MacDonald. Mr . Allan O. Solomon is Chairman oi the 
Canadian Pension Commission. 

Ottawa. Canada 
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At the present time, 56 persons are receiving pensions each month. Pensions 
range from $117.83 to $440 and total $12,085 monthly. The balance of the Fund 
at January 1977 was just under $1,425,000. 

The Fund is examined on a regular basis to ensure that it is actuarilly sound, 
bearing in mind the Conmission's Policy to increase pensions at 1 January each 
year in accordance with increases to the Consumer Price Index. 

After considerable study the Conunission was able to make some substantial 
changes in January 1978 to most of the pensions paid, but not all pensions were 
increased at the same rate. Some disparities were found which appeared to be 
contrary to current social thinking. Examples are that women who were blind 
were paid at a lesser rate than men with the same affliction. These disparities 
have been corrected. The Commission felt that in keeping with the principles 
established in its own Table of Disabilities that there should be a differ
entiation between the pension paid to a person blind in one eye and someone who 
had an enucleated eye. Other changes relating to the degrees of disabilities 
were also considered. 

In the result, all pensions under the Halifax Relief Pension Continuation Act 
were increased on 1 January 1978 by at least 8.57.. (Under the Pension Act 
pension increases for the military and their dependants were held to the 
Consumer Price Index change of 7.27.). The funds on hnnd will not permit a 
greater increase at this time. We intend to adjust our payments annually, but 
any adjustment will of necessity be made taking into account the actuarial 
realities. On an actuarial basis there are only sufficient funds on hand to 
maintain the above program during the life times of the current recipients. 

The Halifax Relief Comm6sion Pension Continuation Act provides that when no 
further pensioners will require to be paid the Governor in Council may, after 
consultation with the Government of Nova Scotia authorize the transfer of the 
balance of the funds remaining to a provincial or municipal body in Nova Scotia 
to be used for the continued rehabilitation of the area of Halifax that was 
damaged by the explosion of 1917. 

I trust that the above information is what you require. 

Yours sincerely, 
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TI-IE HAI~IF AX fIERALD ·LIMI1,ED 
Publishers of The Chronicle-Herald and The Mail-Star 

Frid:iy, June 30, 1978 

Explosion comp:ensati~~ . 
. Over 60 ·years .have passed smce 

t · -the Explosion burst. with catastrophic 
_ suddenness. upon this city. The mag- · . 

1 ·nitude of the calamity that followed 
. lhe explosion of the ammunition ship 

.Mont Blanc after it had colJide4 with 
'the Belgium relief ship Imo. Dec. 6. 
0

1917. may be' seen in the casualty 
figures - rnore t)lan 1,600 dead, over 
6,000 injured. many of them blinded by 
flying glass. . ' · 

Only this city's senior citizens, 
some of them still carrying the scars 
left by one of the greatest man-made 

· explosions in history until the atomic 
bomb was dropped on ~ Hiroshima, 
have memories or that fateful De
cember day. But other citizens. born 
long after the Halifax E~plosion, con
tinue to show their interest in and their 
concern for the shattered survivors. 

In the forefront is Hatifax Citadel 
MLA Ronald Wallace. Ever since he 
became a member of the legislature, 
Mr. Wallace has devoted a great part 
of his time to matters arising out of the 
Halifax Explosion. He believes, for 
instance that a more suitable memor
ial to th~ Explosion should be built in 
this city. To this end he has repe~tcdly 
suggested that a cairn be built in 
Halifax North that would incorporate 
the no-longer used chimes of the Un· 
ited Memorial Church - chimes 
which, originally. were donated as a 
memorial to the dead of Dec. 7, 1917. 

But his main concern has been the 
fate of· those maimed Haligonians 
who, many years ago, ncceptcd <t 
:;mall settlement instead of. lirelong 
pensions from the Halifax.nehef Com· 
mission - the agency wluch had been 
set up within a few month~ ~r the 
disaster to compensate the viclnns. 
. In Ottawa. the balance of the Re
lief Fund remains at ove~ $1 million. 
Two years ago, the books were close.cl, 
locally. and the com'm issinn ceased to 

: . .. 

exist. But the plight of many of those 
who had suffered continued, especial
ly of those misguided victims who had 
accepted settlements of between $400 
and $500 for injuries that would plague 
them for life. 

The sum or $500 seemed large in, 
1918, says l\tr. Wallace', and he is of the 
opinion that "salesmanship was in
volved in the settlements that was 
questionable . ., Had these people re
fused· to accept the first offer. their 
monthly payments over a period of 
more than half a century would ha\'e 
been 500 times the money accepted in 
1918. . 

To this end, Mr. Wallace has been 
collecting files on victims of the Exp
losion, especially those who acccpt~d 
what today would be seen only as 
"token payments.,. lie has brought 
the attention or the Office of the Sec
retary of State in Ottawa to the matter 
of equitable compensnlion for the 
rapidly dwindling number of citizens 
who were seriously injured 61 years 
ago. 

When the fund was · established, 
with grants from the federal govern
ment and from. the State of Mas
sachusetts - the latter made a magni
ficent contribution of doctors. nurses, 
and ad hoc hospitals in addition to 
building supplies and money - it was 
the intention to give every assistance 
to those who had suffered the most 
physic<illy. 

That ns.~l~tancc sho11lcl continue 
~ on a for higher level thm1 it has in 
the past - so thnt the remaining years 
or the rapidly dwindling number or 
Explos.ion victims could be made 
easier. This is Ron Wallace's objec
tive: All Haligonians will be gralch1l 
for· his concern· anrl will wish him 

· every success in dcalin!! with 
. bureaucracy in Oltnwn. I 

• • 
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.. ] :::; Canadian 

Pension Commission 

Mr. Ron Wallace, M.L.A. 
House of Assembly, 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

Commission canad1enne 
des pensions 

l'J.:a!iC Quutc No. Cittf' le 1111111.:rc, 

July 4, 1978. 

I have your letter of 21 June, 1978. You were inquiring about the Halifax 
Explosion fund. 

The Halifax Relief Commission, established to assist victims of the Halifax 
Explosion which occurred. in 1917, was incorporated by an Act of the General 
Assembly of Nova Scotia in 1917 and confirmed by an Act of the Parliament 
of Canada in 1918. Originally, the Commission was funded by substantial 
grants from the public funds and by voluntary contributions. During the 
early years, following the explosion, the Commission was concerned with the 
rebuilding of the north end of Halifax which had been devastated by the 
explosion and with providing emergency housing and relief to the victims. 
The legislation also provided for the payment of compensation or allowances 
to persons who had suffered injury in the explosion and to their dependents. 

By 1975 the role of the Halifax Relief Commission had greatly diminished. 
The only remaining function was with relation to the payment of continuing 
pensions to some 70 individuals. Early in 1976 legislation was passed by the 
Government of Nova Scotia and by the Government of Canada which dissolved 
the Halifax Relief Commission, transferred the funds to Canada and authorized 
the Canadian Pension Commission to assume the responsibilities previously 
vested in the Halifax Relief Commission to continue to pay the pensions, 
grants and allowances which were in effect and to make such payments to any 
person the Canadian Pension Commission determines is eligible to receive such 
payments. The provisions of this legislation came into effect at 1 July 1976. 

The Canadian Pension Commission, a quasi judicial body established under the 
Pension Act, reports to Parliament through the Minister of Veterans Affairs, 
the Honourable Daniel J. MacDonald. Mr. Allan O. Solomon is Chairman oi the 
Canadian Pension Commission. 

Ottawa, Canada 
Kl A OP4 
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At the present time, 56 persons are receiving pensions each month. Pensions 
range from $117.83 to $440 and total $12,085 monthly. The balance of the Fund 
at January 1977 was just under $1,425,000. 

The Fund is examined on a regular basis to ensure that it is actuarilly sound, 
bearing in mind the Conmission's Policy to increase pensions at 1 January each 
year in accordance with increases to the Consumer Price Index. 

After considerable study the Conunission was able to make some substantial 
changes in January 1978 to most of the pensions paid, but not all pensions were 
increased at the same rate. Some disparities were found which appeared to be 
contrary to current social thinking. Examples are that women who were blind 
were paid at a lesser rate than men with the same affliction. These disparities 
have been corrected. The Commission felt that in keeping with the principles 
established in its own Table of Disabilities that there should be a differ
entiation between the pension paid to a person blind in one eye and someone who 
had an enucleated eye. Other changes relating to the degrees of disabilities 
were also considered. 

In the result, all pensions under the Halifax Relief Pension Continuation Act 
were increased on 1 January 1978 by at least 8.5%. (Under the Pension Act 
pension increases for the military and their dependants were held to the 
Consumer Price Index change ·of 7.2%). The funds on hand will not permit a 
greater increase at this time. We intend to adjust our payments annually, but 
any adjustment will of necessity be made taking into account the actuarial 
realities. On an actuarial basis there are only sufficient funds on hand to 
maintain the above program during the life times of the current recipients. 

The Halifax Relief Comm6sion Pension Continuation Act provides that when no 
further pensioners will require to be paid the Governor in Council may, after 
consultation with the Government of Nova Scotia authorize the transfer of the 
balance of the funds remaining to a provincial or municipal body in Nova Scotia 
to be used for the continued rehabilitation of the area of Halifax that was 
damaged by the explosion of 1917. 

I trust that the above information is what you requlre. 

Yours sincerely, 

(} 

hr ;,4/L<L' 
M./ D~nis, 
A/Secretar y. 
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