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July 21, 1978 

HOUSE 0,. ASS£ ... 9LY 
fll0VA S..c>Jt• 

The Honou.1t.a.ble Van.tel Mac.Vonald, 
M'.i.n.i.1Jte.1t. o 6 Vetell.a.tt/J A6 (:,a..i.Jt.6, 
Hou/Je. 06 Common6, 
0 ;t;ta.wa, 0 n.ta.Jt..i.o . 

Vea.Jc. · M.1t.. M.i.n.i.1Jte.Jr.: 

Enc.lo/Jed plea..oe 6.i.nd cop.le.6 06 le.tteJt. to the Act.i.ng Sec.1t.eta1ty 
06 Pena.i.on.6, and Jt.eply to that letteJt.. 

1n 1916, leg.l.6lat.i.on .i.n Ottawa, and al.oo .i.n Nova Scotia., dl6-
6olved the. Hal.l6ax Re.l.i.e6 Comml.&6.i.on. The Mln.i.hteJt. 06 Fina.nee 
wa6 e.mpowe..1t.ed to e..ota.bl.i..&h the fla..f.l6ax Explo.&..i.on Pen.o.lon Ac.c.ou11t 
.i.n the Con6ol.i.da.ted Revenue fund. The Act ..i.mpo.oe.d a. .otatu.a;toJt.y 
duty on the Ca.nad..i.an Pen.6.i.011 ·Commlh.&..i.01'1 to c.on:t.lnu.e ex.l.o:tlng · 
pe.n.o.i.on.0 1 to make. any .1t.equl.1t.ed adju.&tment.&, and al.oo to in.it.late 
new gJr.ant.& o.lt. pe.n.&.i.on.o to any pe.Jt.hon,!J de.te.1un.lne.d ele9lb.f.e. 

Enclo.oe.d .i.h a copy of:, .the Nova Sc.at.la Act. 

Uy 1.pe.c..i.at .l11;te..1c.e.ot .i..o .i.n the lump-.oum aet:t.f.c.me.•ith ma.de .oltoJt.:t.f.y 
a.6te.Jt. ;the explo.6.i.on to pa.Jt.eti.ti. 011 belrn.f.6 of:, tl1el1c. c/1LlclJt.e1t. 1 
a.m adv.i..6 ed the.oe. we.Jte. not le.gal be.ca.uo e :t.ltey welt.e not a.pplto v ed 
by the. c.ouJt.t and the1te.{:,o.1t.e the c.la.i.mJ 60.1t. .i.njunle.& Welte not 
.oat.i..66le.cl. 1 have twe.n.t.y lettelLo w.ltlt 1tame.& aucl a.clcVr.e1.>-0e.-0, but 
~he Comm.i.&6.i.on w.lll ha.ve. complete fteeoftd-0. 

I auggeht the CommLhAlon hold a.n .i.nqu.i..JLy ~n Ha.tL6ax. Th.i..1.> would 
be in. l.i.n e. w.i.th the.lit. .6 tatu.a.;tal[.y Jc. e-0 pa n-0 .i. b.i..f..i..ty: 

1. to Jt.ev.i.ew ex..i.6.t.i.ng pen.&.i.onh 

2. to ~ev.i.ew the a.dequa.ey 06 ealLly lump-.oum 
Aet.tlementh made to paAen.t-0 on behal6 06 mino~& 

3. .to c.011.6.i..dc.Jt <1.J?lf new cta..<.m ,~. Tli i. ~ . !. .~ au tl1 Mtl z <'d 
.i.n the Ac.t 4 (a. i ( 11 ) • 
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Pa.g e. 2 

July 2 1 , 1 91 8 

The HonouJtable Vanlel Ma.eVona.ld 

The1te a.Jte not many .l.u1tvlvo1ti. who would qua.tln!f undelL tlte 
above thJLee ela..&Aln.i.c.a.t.i.on.6. Tlte.1te. .u, i..t..i.ll a balance .i.>1 
the 6und. On beha.l6 on thoAe .i.n.ju.1ted who .&tlll Aultvlve., I 
.1teApect6utty 1tequeAt an .i.nqu.i.Jty to be held in Hall6ax. 

Ron Walla.c.e, M. L. A. 
Hal.l6a.x Citadel 

/AW 
Enc.l. 
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tiOUSt ~ ASSEMBl.Y 

Mrs. Joan Denis 
Acting Secretary of Pensions 
284 Wellington Street 
Room 2033 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dear Mrs. Denis: 

P. o. Box 998 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J lWl 
June 21, 1978 

I have an interest in the original Halifax Explosion Fund. 
Could you bring me up to date on this? Any information 
will be appreciated. For instance, what is the balance? 
What is the annual (or monthly) pay-out on pensions? How 
many survivors are receiving pensions? What amount would 
be required in an insurance type fund to cover future 
pension payments? What is planned for any balance remaining? 
Is it planned to wait for the last claim to be paid before 
freeing the balance of the fund? 

My interest is based on correspondence and contacts with a 
great many victims of the Explosion. My file contains reports 
on many claims satisfied in the early days of the Conunission 
by one-time settlements. For instance: $400 or $500 for 
the loss of an eye. It is my conviction that it is still not 
too late to make some additional compensation. These victims 
were often underage and settlements were made by parents on 
their behalf. This would not be legal today without permission 
of the Court. 

Please advise who is the Minister and the Deputy Minister 
responsible for the fund. Any answers, information or advice 
you can give in reply to this letter will be appreciated. 

/rt 

Sincerely, 

Ron Wallace, M.L.A. 
Halifax Citadel 
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~F~~W,t,~uditors 
"~ye~am1n1ng hooks 
OTl1AWA (Staff) ,... Federal Halifax for the purposes of a 

auditors are auditing the boob suitable l?ll!Q19ri.f!I or f!ITlher 
of the now-defunct Halifax Re- rehabilitation oL th' north end 
lief Commission In preparation area which sustained the brunt 
for the Canadian Pension Com- of the 11117 blut. 
mission's aasumption of respon-
sibility for adminiJterlng pen-
sions and benefits tO the 85 
remaining survivors of the 1917 
Halifax explosion. 

Commission deputy chairman 
Murray Formap said that at 
least $729,000 has been turned 
over in trust to the minister of 
finance. 

Mr. Forman said the CPC will 
use the funds to pay pensions to 
~ e~lo11ion survivors. Alter 
all the survivors have died, the 
balance will be turned over to 
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I 

\~'-SVo.\\V Halifax Relief conunission 

\ His Worship outlined representations made to 
governmental officials re the above and recorded that 
assurances have been given over the years that the City 
will be consulted at an appropriate point in the process of 
any dispersal of the residual fund. 
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Shor1 1itl11 

Dissolution 

Tu nsfi:r 
or assets . 

Subsislini; 
ohli~ations 
and 
li:ibilitlcs 

Term• of 
trust 

25 Eliz. II CHAPTER 10 1976 

An Act to Provide for the Dissolution · 
of the Halifax Relief Commission 

.. 
(Assented to the 20th day of May, A.O. 1976) 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Assembly as follows: 

1 This Act may be cited us the Halifax Relief 
Commission Dissolution Act. 

· 2 The Halif:tx Relief Commission, incorporated by 
Chapter 61 of the Acts of Nova Scotia 1918, is dissolved . 

3 (I) The moneys, securities and other assets held 
by or in the name or or in trust for or on behalf of the 
Halifax Relief Commission and the subsisting obligations and 
liabilities of the Commission are hereby transferred to the 
Minister of Finance fo r Canada to be held by him in trust. 

(2) The said Minister of Finance shall be bound 
by any subsisting obligations and liabilities of the said Halifax 
Relief Commission that are tr.insferred or assigned to him 
pursuant to this Act. 

4 The terms of the trust referred to in Section 3 are 
such that: 

(a) tile said Minister of Finance shall establish in 
accordance with the Halifax Relief Commission Pension 
Continuation Act (Canada), An Halifax 1917 Explosion 
Pension Account in the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
(Cunada) from which the Canadian Pension Commission 
muy 

· (i) continue to pay a pension, a ~rnnt or :in 
ullowance to any person who, immediately before 
the dissolution of the Halifax Relief Commission, 
was receiving a pension, a grant or an allowance 
from the Halifax Relief Commission in respect of 
death or injury sustained in the explosion at 
Halifax in 1917, and 
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C-78 

F1~st ~ •WHI , Thirtieth Purliumenl , 
23-:! l Elizabeth II, 197-1-75 

Tll E lfOl ~E OF C0:\1'10\5 OF C-\' \IJ .\ 

I 

I BILL C-78 

An Act to repeal An Act resp~ting the Halifax Relief 
Commission and to authorize the continuation of 
pensions, grants or allowances paid by the Halifax 
Rt:-lief Commission 

First reading, December ·1, Hl75 

THE MINISTER OF Fl'.'iAl'CE 

205-19 

C-78 

Prernie ~e 5e$SIOn, Trent1t:me L~gislature, 
23·2·1 ElizAbeth II, 1974-75 

CllA)lBHE DES CO:\l~JUNJo:S DU CANADA 

BILL C-78 

Loi portanl abrogation de la Loi concernant la Commis· 
sion de secours d'Halifax et autorisation de prise en 
charge des pensions, subventions ou allocations vet'
sees par ladite Commission 

Premiere lecture, le 4 decembre 1975 

• I 

; , 

RE.CE\VED 
r 

. \~M 2 1916 

MP-80RIS OfF\CE. 
C\T'l. HAl~ 

LE ~llNISTRE DES FiNANCf:S 

S9 

SN XYJl1YH 
11YH Alr:> 

XYJl1YH .:10 A.11::> 
3 J I J J 0 S • H 0 A 't l't 
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.;h:~nte for 
r: :-.~tnurd 

~~tab.ii:atio 

4 

6. When, in the opinion of the Minister, no 6. A l '~puisement, constate par le ~Iinistre, 
further amounts will be required to be paid des preleremcnt.> exigibles sur le Fonds du 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund pursu- rerenu consolide vises au paragrnphe 5(3), le 
ant to subsection 5(3), the Governor in Council gou,·erneur en conseil peut, a.pres consultation 
may, a iter consultation with the Go\·ernment 5 du goU\·ernement de la Nouvelle-1'::cosse, auto- 5 
oi :\o\·a Scotia , authorize the transfer of the ri.;er le tre.nsfert du solde crediteur du Compte 
balance to the credit of the Account to a a un organisme provincial ou municipal de 
provincial or municioal body jn Norn S"otio. to cette province afin de poursuine la reconstruc· 
be used for the continued rehabjlitatjop of the tion du secteur de la ville d'Halifa.'C endom-
area of Halifax that waB dama~ed hr tbe 10 mage par !'explosion du 6 decembre 1917. 19 
explosion at Halifax in 191 i. 

Creclic..10 7. (1) There shall be paid into the Con· 7. (l) Sont versees au Fonds du revenu 
Public Service 1 
:iuperannuation solidated Re,·enue Fund and credited to the consolide et portees au credit du compte men· 
.\c.:0111:1 account referred to in the Public Service Super- tionne clans la Loi sur la pension de la Fonction 

annuation Act as the Superannuation Account 15 publique sous le litre •Compte de pension de 
(hereinafter in this section reierred to as the retraite" (ci·apres denomme •Compte de pen· 15 
"Public Service Superannuation Account"), sion de retraite de lo. Fonction publique") 

(a) the moneys accepted by the Minister a) Jes sommes acceptees par le Ministre en 
pursuant to subsection 4(1) that were held vertu du paragraphe 4(1) et precedemment 
by or in the name of or in trust for the 20 detenues par la. Commission, en son nom ou 
Commission on account of the superannua· en fiducie a son profit pour le compte du 20 
tion fund established under the Superannu- fonds, intitule 8Uperannuation fund, cree en 
ation Plan and administered by the Com- vertu du Regime de retmite et gere par la 
mission; and Commission; et 
(b) the moneys realized from the liquidation 25 b) Jes sommes provenant de la liquidation 
made pursuant to subsection 4(2) of securi· effectuee en vertu du paragraphe 4(2) des 25 
ties or other assets that were held by or in valeurs mobilieres ou autres biens precedem-
the name of or in trust for the Commission ment detenus par la Commission, en son 
on account of the superannuation fund nom ou en fiducie A son profit pour le 
described in paragraph (a). 30 compte du fonds \•ise i\ l'alinea a). 

VemmrnL '" 
Compi..J.,_ 
1ion c11 re111ic.. 
delaPnn~ 
publtque 

CliarKe 10 (2) There shall be paid out of the Con- (2) Sont prelevees sur le Fonds du revenu 30 Pri>l~"'"'p""" 
!'ul,ltc Service l"<l d R F' d d h d h I'd d b" d C d lur le Cnm1>Y. sur.r11nnuatign so 1 ate evenue un an c arge to t e conso 1 e et portees au c it u ompte e Je """';.,,. .1. 
/\~count Public Service Superannuation Account, sub- pension de retraite de la Fonction publique, n:tra•te 1IP ta 

. h d d' • f h S J.. d d' • d RJ.. • d Fonctton puhl>-JeCt to t e terms an con 1t1ons o t e uper· sous reserve es con 1t1ons u .::g1me e ttut 

l)~fimtion ~r 

'S•1pcrann11a· 
••lln Pl~n" 

annuation Pinn, any benefit payable out of 35 retraite, les prest.ations payables sur le fonds 
the superannuation fund described in para- vise a l'alinea (l)a} en vertu de ce regime. 35 
graph (lXa) pursuant to that Plan. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, "Super· (3) Dans le present article, •Regime de 
annuntion Plan" means the Halifax Relief retrnite" <lcsigne le Superannuation Plan de la 
Commission Superannuation Plan, as it exists 10 Commission de sccours d'Hn.lifax, en son etat 
on the dissolution of the Commission, that wns a 111. dissolution de celle-ci, cree au profit de ses 
established for the benefit of employees, offi· employes, de ses dirigeants et de ses membres •10 
cers and members of the Commission pursuant en application du decret du gouvemeur en 
to an Order of the Governor in Council dated conseil date du 24 junvier 19·15 (C.P. 163/505}. 
January 24, 19·15 (P.C. 163/505). 45 

.~ <; :G5:?,, 8. Parnaraph 81(1X/) of the Income Tax .•kt 
I IS 197Q•71·i' :?, • 1 Cd d h ~ 11 . b . <l 

8. L'nlinea Sl(l)j) de In Loi de l'impat sur le 
revenu est abroge et remplace par ce qui suit: r. ; is repea e an t e 10 owmg su st1tute 

therefor: 

D>fin1uon ,1., 
·R~111m~i1 .. 
n:ttait.-

s R. dt t!>5l. c. 
1-1.~. l!)Ti.-71·7'!. 
c . 113 

., . . 
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RcCE!VED 
Ottawa, KlA OG2 
February 20, 1976 FEB 2;\ 1976 

MAYOR'S OFFICE. 
Dear Mayor Morris: CITY. HALL. 

1 Further to your earlier enquiry respecting 
the Halifax Relief Commission, I did want to indicate 

I to you that I have spoken with my colleague, the Minister 
of Finance, respecting the final disposition of funds 
originally belonging to the Halifax Relief Commission. 

~ · -ed/ I believe that Mr. MacDonald may already have written to 
~~c:;q_.b~i·Y~l regarding h1s . decision respection Section 6 of 
tz.::'~1 ~/;if? Bi 1 C-78 which is now before the Senate : 

I 

As it is impossible to predict what funds may 
be required to support victims of the Halifax explosion 
until after the death of the last pensioner, no final 
decision will be taken respecting these funds until that 
time or at leas t until, in the opinion of the Minister, 
no further amount will be required to be paid out of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund pursuant to subsection 5(3). 
As this may be sometime off, Mr. MacDonald felt it would 
be necessary to have consultations with the Government of 
Nova Scotia prior to authorizing the transfer of the 
balance to the credit of a provincial or municipal body 
in Nova Scotia. As noted in the proposed legislation, 
the funds must be used for the continued rehabilitation 
of the area of Halifax that was damaged by the explosion 
in 1917. 

I, of course, was very happy that these funds 
were to be reserved for use in the area of Halifax that 
was so badly damaged, and I know that the views of the 
Halifax City Council will be very seriously considered 
when provision is made for distribution of any funds 
remaining. 

With best regards, 

His worship 
Mayor Edmund Morris, 

Office of the Mayor, 
Halifax, 

Nova :i:-otia, 
Jl 3.J .;)l\.5 

Yours sincerely, 

llilfe,~~~ 
Allan J. MacEachen 
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ffom: A~, ... THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
(,,fl/14..., QTY OF HALIFAX 

To: ~l)/e s,,,,.y, 
#l~ I ~V, l'y'//d l>atc: 

231 

~A1'e 

~l''lk ?i DI),, 

':i!AVePSJ,p,. /~11en/AJ 
'f A!oi/ 1~ :k.r1lk .,c, /•cJ 
>l ~J'-1- a Pe~~s-e 

~,. "''"' ~ J'1y;ra/i>;e . 

-/4is 
d/~, 
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l+I Minister Ministre 
Labour Canada Travail Canada 

NOV lt 1980 

OTTAWA KlA 0 X6 

His Worship Mayor Ronald 
Mayor of Halifax 
City Hall 
1841 Arygle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mayor Hanson: 

. .. ... "'\, -

Hanson 

Further to our earlier correspondence concerning the 
Halifax Relief Commission, I am pleased to enclose 
copies of letters received from Mr. A. o. Solomon, 
Chairman of the Pensions Commission, and the Honourable 
Dan MacDonald. 

In his letter of October 2, Mr. Solomon indicates two 
reasons why he believes that it would be impossible to 
fund either a memorial to the victims of the explosion 
or else street repair in the area most effected by the 
explosion. When the Halifax Relief Commission was 
dissolved in 1976, the Minister of Finance in assuming 
responsibility was bound by subsisting obligations and 
liabilities of the Commission. In Mr. Solomon's view, 
the Commission does not have the authority to expend 
the remaining funds for any purpose other than pensions, 
grants or allowances. 

The second and more important reason is that the funds 
remaining in the Trust are limited. Over the years the 
Commission has received voluminous correspondence 
specifically requesting that the question of additional 
pensions be raised. After considerable study the 
Commission was able to make some substantial changes 
in 1978; while not all the pensions were increased at 
the same rate, there was a minimum increase of 8.5%. 
In 1980, however, the increase amounted to only 5.3%, 
while the Consumer Price Index authorized for veteran's 
pensions was 8. 9%. The funds presently on hand will not · · 
permit a greater increase at this time; therefore it would 
be extremely difficult to justify alloting a portion of 
the remaining funds for a memorial or street repair, even 
if it were within the mandate of the Commission. 

.,. 
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• 
Although this letter addressed some of your concerns, I 
felt that it left unanswered the important issue of the 
eventual disposal of the funds in the Trust. Consequently, 
my office made further inquiries and Mr. Solomon provided 
me with a second letter containing more specific information. 

The letter of October 15 indicates that the current value 
of the fund is approximately $1,320,000. At the present 

1 time pension payments are running at the rate of $155,587 
a year. Mr. Solomon states that no thought has been given 
to the idea of making lump sum payments to the remaining 
pensioners to free up the remaining sum for other purposes. 

I hope that this information is of assistance to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rl:CEIVEb 
NOV 121980 

'MAYOR'S OFFICE 
· ~~cn:v. J-W.L. 
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l+I Minister Mimstre 
Labour Canada Travail Canada 

NOV 4 1980 

OTTAWA KlA OX6 

Dear Mayor Hanson: 

)o,,Yl1 

SUie/ t'( tty/ 1' d'fU'A1~ 
5,,,,/ /, )11't>e ~,. 6 ./ J:~"Aee 
.;;,. ), ·s OV1 st'el.ertt r,'"A 

{j.J), 
1y~Po 

- .~~ l·~ . JiZ· 
(If ~itl/ ./tr/S-0 
~v '}IA fr!- .-

Further to our earlier correspondence concerning the 
Halifax Relief Commission, I am pleased to enclose 
copies of letters received from Mr. A. O. Solomon, 
Chairman of the Pensions Commission, and the Honourable 
Dan MacDonald. 

In his letter of October 2, Mr. Solomon indicates two 
reasons why he believes that it would be impossible to 
fund either a memorial to the victims of the explosion 
or else street repair in the area most effected by the 
explosion. When the Halifax Relief Commission was 
dissolved in 1976, the Minister of Finance in assuming 
responsibility was bound by subsisting obligations and 
liabilities of the Commission. In Mr. Solomon's v i ew, 
the Commission does not have the authority to expend 
the remaining funds for any purpose other than pensions, 
grants or allowances. 

The second and more important reason is that the funds 
remaining in the Trust are limited. Over the years the 
Commission has received voluminous correspondence 
specifically reouestina that the auestion of additional 
pensions be raised. After considerahle study the 
Commission was able to make some substantial changes 
in 1978; while not all the pensions were increased at 
the same rate, there was a minimum increase of B.5%. 
In 1980, however, the increase amounted to only 5.3%, 
while the Consumer Price Index authorized for veteran's 
pensions was 8 . 9%. The funds presently on hand will not 
permit a greater increase at this time; therefore it would 
be extremely difficult to justify alloting a portion of 
the remaining funds for a memorial or street repair, even 
if it were within the mandate of the Commission. 

• •. . 2 
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Although this letter addressed some of your concerns, I 
felt that it left unanswered the important issue of the 
eventual disposal of the funds in the Trust. Consequently, 
my office made further inquiries and Mr. Solomon provided 
me with a second letter containing more specific information. 

The letter of October 15 indicates that the current value 
of the fund is approximately $1,320,000. At the present 

1 time pension payments are running at the rate of $155,587 
a year. Mr. Solomon states that no thought has been given 

I to the idea of making lump sum payments to the remaining 
pensioners to free up the remaining sum for other purposes. 

I hope that this information is of assistance to vou. 

Yours sincerely, 

~£CEIVED 

NOV 121980 

'MAYOR'S OFFICE 
i· CffY. HAU. 
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B3J 3AS December 11, 1975 

I 

I Dear Mrs. Bayley 

The Halifax Relief Commission on Young S~reet is the 
agency which handles claims arising from the Halifax F.xplosion. 
This Commission administers the "explosion fund" and the City 
of Halifax has no authority over the manner in which this 
Commission processes new clains. 

Because you mentioned in your letter to the Mayor 
that you had lost your hearing, I took the liberty of telephoning 
the Halfaax Relief Commission and asked if new claims were being 
accepted. I was advised that new claims are not being considered. 
The Commission now administers only those claims which were 
approved a number of years ago. 

If you are unable to buy a hearing aid, it may be 
possible for our Social Planning Department to assist you in 
this purchase. With your approval, the Mayor's Office would 
be pleased to arrange for a social worker to visit you, at your 
home, to discuss this. Likewise, if your physician feels an 
eye specialist may be able to save your eyesight, our Social 
Planning Department may be able to assist in any cost. Please 
call me, or have someone call on your behalf, at 426-6429 or 
write to me if you are willing to have someone from our 
Social Planning Department visit you. 

The Mayor wishes to help in any way he can and we look 
forward to hearing from you. Wishing you the compliments of 
the Season. 

Mrs. Jessie Bayley 
3792 Gottingen Street 
Apartment 304 
Halifax,NN.S. 
B3K 3G5 

JM/rem 

Yours very truly 

n '7J7.;;r. 
(~· J. J. McKirn 
Administrative Assistant 
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B3J 3AS December 11, 1975 

I 

I 

Dear Mrs. Frizzle 

Thank you for your letter of December 9. 

The question of entitlement, if any, to the 
assistance about which you have enquired is a matter in 
every case fortthe Halifax Relief Commission, the 
adllinistration of which is quite separate from City 
government. 

I would suggest, therefore, that you communicate 
with the Commission, which is about to cease active 
operations as such, at its offices at 5555 Young Street. 

Mrs. J. R. Frizzle 
Allen Heights 
RR t 3 
Armdale, Nova Scotia 

EM/rem 

Yours sincerely 

/6o-:> 
EDMUND MORRIS 

MAY 0 R 
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DEC 11 1915 

MAYOR'S OFFICE 
ClTY. HALL 

> 
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March 12, 1973 
I 

I Mr. F. A. Clarke, 
6429 Norwood Street, 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Mr. Clarke: 

I am very sorry for the delay in getting back 
to you. I have arranged a meeting with Mr. Allan 
Butler, the Chairman of the Halifax Relief Commission 
and we will be meeting on March 26, 1973 to discuss a 
number of matters, one of which is the possibility of 
getting an increase in pension for those people who were 
injured in the Halif ax Explosion. 

I have had the City Manager and the City 
s•licitor look into this particular matter and I have 
talked to Mr. John Young, the Executive Assistant to the 
Honourable Allan MacEachern, and Mr. Young has informed 
me that the first step is to work through the Halifax 
Relief Commission and it will be their recommendation that 
is acted upon. 

Yours sincerely, 

WALTER R. FITZGBRALD 
MAYOR 
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Mr. B. w. Crooks 
Secretary-Man~er 

Balif.ax Relief Conmieeion 
5555 Young Street 
Halifax, Sova Scotin 

Dear Mr. Crookoa 

Februory 6, 197~ 

In response to your letter of January 30, I would like 
to clarify the outatnnding points re9ardin9 tnxea to be paid by 
tbo ilalifmc Relief Commiaaion. 

Firat, r09ardin9 the lancl at tho oornor ot Roane and 
Dev.:>nohire, rasearc:h ha uncovered thca two c. tt ched letters between 
the city and the ComaU.asion, elated 1953, showing that the trzmsfer 
of land to the City took place without the inclusion of a covenant 
restrictinq the future usa to which t.he lnnd mi9ht be put.. 'l'he 
City ia firmly of the opinion th .. t tho use or disposal of thio land 
ia completely nt our diacretion. 

Second, your Notice of Aosesamont is returned here\iith, 
nnd you have probably received your p ~rti. l billing for 1973 taxes 
already. The Commiaoion'• 1973 taxes, ond any ilrrears. are to be 
pai.4 in the normal fashion. 

The only poeaibility for relief trom these taxes would be 
to apply to the T8X conceasione nnd Grants Comr::\ittee for a 9r nt 
to offset your taxes, but I r~thor doubt such an applic~tion would 
receive fevournble conaidoration under the circumstan~es. 
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ThOQ9h t:hia will doubtlas• not be to your aatisf action, I believe 
the attached lettera clearly show that the matter of restrictincJ 
uae of the concerned property was dropped specifically becauoe the 
City felt it must have full control of city-owned lands. 'l'he 20 
years which have p oased since 1953 have witneased many changes in 
Halifax which demonstrate the need for flexibility in land use. 

I trust thia will clarify the matter at hand, and we 
will anticipate receipt of a cheque to cover current taxes plus 
arre~rs. 

I 

ca 
A ttachmanta 
cc: City Man~tger 

Director of Finance 

Yours truly, 

WALTER R. FITZGERAID 
MAYOR 
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Mr. E. w. Crooks 
Secretary-Manager 
Halifax Relief commission 
5555 Young Street 
Halifax, NOV l Scotia 

Dear Mr. Crooks: 

February 6, 1973 

In response to your letter of January 30, I would like 
to clarify the outstanding points regarding taxes to be paid by 
the Halifax Relief Commission. 

First, regarding the land at the corner of Rooae and 
Devonshire, research has uncovered the two attached letters between 
the City and the Commission, dated 1953, showing that the transfer 
of land to the city took place without the inclusion of a coven- nt 
restricting the future use to which the land might be put. The 
City is firmly of the opinion thQt the use or disposal of this land 
is completely at our discretion. 

Second, your Notice of Assessment is returned herewit~; 
and you have probably received your partial billing for 1973 taJCes 
already. The Cormnission's 1973 taxes; and any arrears, are to be 
paid in the normal fas hi on. 

The only possibility for relief from these taxes would be 
to apply to the Tax concessions and Grants cormnittee for a grant 
to offset your truces, but I rather doubt such an application would 
receive favourable consideration under the circumstances. 
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Though this will doubtless not be to your satisfaction, I believe 
the attached letters clearly show that the matter of restricting 
use of the concerned property was dropped specifically because the 
City felt it must have full control of city-owned lands. The 20 
years which have passed since 1953 have witnessed many changes in 
Halifax which demonstrate the need for flexibility in land use. 

I trust this will clarify the matter at hand, and we 
will anticipate receipt of a cheque to cover current taxes pdus 
arrears. 

cs 
Attachments 
cc: city Manager 

Director of Finance 

Yours truly, 

WALTER R. FITZGERALD 
MAYOR 
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A. M. BUTLtR, CHAIRMAN 

t . w. CROOKS, SECRtTARY•llANAGU 

HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
5555 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

January 30, 1973. 

Mayor Walter Fitzger~ld, 
Ci:ty of Halifax, 
Halifax, N. S. 

I 

Your Worship: 

I am directed to return assessment notice 
on which we will take no action in relation to the payment 
we normally would make re your budget for 1973. 

You will recall that Mr. Butler conferred 
with you and Mr. Hyndman as to this Cormnission's wish for 
a clarification of the City's position re the possible future 
disposal of certain lands. 

We .have had no word from your officials, 
and bring the matter to your attention for the reason that 
there is still ample time to clear away our old account and 
allow you to count our payment in your 1973 Budget 

EWC/Y. 
/ 

I 
I 

i 

I 

Yours truly, /._ ......-_; 

~~~~ 
E. W. CROOKS. 
SECRETARY-MANAGER. 
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( " RECEIVED \(~ 
T~ His Worship Mayor Walter Fitzgerald, 1. FOLLOW UP • I J :-

m.=c ~·i 1112 ~~ 
• 1 I ~ ' o~· /---;.., 

FROM - D. B. Hyndman, Director of Finance, 
- . _,,o 

2. FOLLOW UP 'JO 

DATE: 1st December, 1972, 

suaJECT: Halifax Relief Commission Lands. 

I 

3. FOLLOW' UP ..... ...__ 
4. COMPLETION DATE 

This memo refers to the meeting held in your 
office with Mr. A. M. Butler and the writer regarding the 
land at the corner of Roone and Devonshire, on which the 
Knox Presbyterian Church wanted to construct a church and 
church hall. The Commission, through Mr. Butler, felt 
that the City was not living up to its moral commitment 
with respect to the original receipt of land by the City, 
from the Commission, on free of charge basis. 

Staff have again reviewed all the related cor
respondence and minutes, plus some that we had missed 
previously, with respect to the matter in hand. 

Relative Council minutes do indicate that dis
cussion did take place with respect to a possible covenant 
on the use to which the land could be put. However, the 
recommendation by the City Solicitor of the day was 
accepted by City Council and it was that the land not be 
accepted by the City if there was a restrictive covenant 
on it. His idea was that times change and should the 
Relief Commission be terminated and the land in question 
had a covenant on it that the City's hands would be tied 
with regard to the use of the land at some future date in 
time. In fact, the Solicitor suggested that if there was 
a desire for restriction on the use of the land that it 
be done by legislative act so that should time require 
that the covenant be lifted it could be done so by an 
amendment to the legislative act. Correspondence relative 
to the particular problem was reviewed and two letters 
have turned up which are very pertinent. The first one 
from the City Solicitor to Mr. Butcher of the Halifax 
Relief Commission is dated June 3, 1953, and the answer 
from Mr. Butcher to Mr. Bethune dated August 20, 1953. 
Mr. Butcher's letter states and I quote as per the para
graph in his letter "We hav..e decided to omit the covenant 
in the deed restricting the use to which the lands (open 
spaces) could be put". Copies of these pertinent letters 
are attached for your information, and I believe clearly 
indicate that the Commission of the day saw the wisdom in 
Mr. Bethune's request that the covenant not be included 
and accepted the transfer of the lands to the City without 
covenant. 

'-' 
./ 
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His Worship Mayor Walter Fitzgerald - 2 -

This entire problem revolves around the Com
mission's refusing to pay back taxes to the City, which are 
in excess of $ 11,000. At the time of the City's claim to 
the Commission, following the original explosion, settle
ment was based on the fact that the City agreed to no 
further claims being submitted to the Commission for damages 
and that the Commission would pay full taxes on all its pro
perties from the date of settlement onward. I feel that 
they have a moral obligation here to pay these taxes and 
the question of a moral obligation by the City with respect 
to the use of the land in question, I think is clearly not 
valid in light of the fact of the correspondence which has 
been turned up. I would suggest that Mr. Butler be advised 
that we do not agree with his thinking or his philosophy 
and that he be requested to fulfill the Commission's moral 
obligation to pay its back taxes. 

If Mr. Butler feels that strongly against it, I 
would suggest that he appear before the Council of the day 
and make his pitch. 

DBH/db 
attachments 

~ 

/ I'' (le.. .,. 
• . MAN 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
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Cnrl ' P. ·•ethune, F.sq. • 
Ci t Yi Sol lei tor, , 
City Hull, . 
C~ty. 

. -near. Sir : 

. . 
-~ 

·- . 

· ; . ... 

-~· ' ... ... . 
- ,. 

-' . ·• 

. -
- . 

Your le ttor of Juno ;;>rd• 19~ was i)roug~~ up 

' · at tho last r.oe ~inu of tho Co::.a:11Urnion. .. 

ron tric t:l.nu tho uno to vthicli .. onen apncoa could tJo. · 

.'-w E~·· . . 
•. . 

Roi;urd1nt~ ·tho l;oulovard stroots, Mr. Tihhe dpos not 

remor.1bor hnvin.: thori 1ncludod in tho "drtl1't deod propured o:r h·im. 

'.i.'i1o:ia boulovard ~troo.tsr· in tho~ h:.·Jro~tono district wero take~ 

.0~1or u~·,th.o C;!ity with tho rost or t}Jo stre<,ts :rours a0o; so ... 1t is .. 
not ue.cesuury to huve tllera included in tho dood. · 

. . ,.. . . . I 

.- . It you vtill hf;l':'O a nowt 'doed cude ·out oni t ti~g the 
. . 

.· · uhovo Vie· w !. ll 't:ave · 1 t s ip~~d and l ;O tut•no'd to ;•ou. . · 

• 

• I 

Ft.m/'(. .... .· 

;.. . . . 

. •. -
Y.our:1 trul:·, 

Hulifax 'Roliaf Conr.11:-i::iton • 

. . . 
~· 

.. : ~· 
-

. ' 
... 

- · ... 

-- . 

~ 

. ... . -.. . ... - :.1· . .. 

, .... :'! • .., 
t I 

' i t 
" ·. 

.. 

'I.. -; .. ~ 
. ,. :I 
"' :- ! 

\ 1. 
! 
I 
J,' . .. : .\ 
~\ 

. \'I 
rl 

. ~ q 
I' 
.! 
I 
1· .. 

... 
- i 

r-: - . 

1 :-
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~ufu cPcparhnrnt, <!!in~! ~nil 

~ialifox, ~- ~-

. ,. 

F. M. Butcher, Esq. 
,secretary-Treasurer 
The Halifax Relief Commission 
139 Young Street 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Sir: 

· . 

R. L. ROONF.Y 
T.C.OOVLE 

ASSISTAHf SOl.ICITORS 

June 3, 1953. 
... 

· ,. f: 
i l 
~ -·· ~ 

I 

·1 
: . ~I 
:. ·' ~ 

; 

-~- ~- ~ ~ 1: ! 
, I acknowle.dge your letter ot May 30th, 1953, :. ~~ 

returning draft deed covering the boulevards, open spaces ~ \) 
and lanes in the Hydrostone District and note that you ; · 
state that I have left out the boulevard at Columbus Place. · ~. 
I have no record of e.ver having received from you a descrip-

1

1: \'. 
tion of this open space but it is possible that I _ may have r·,1 ~:; 
received it some time ago. I do have a list of . 
descriptions that was left at my office by Mr. Tibbs but :-' l 
I do not thinl< that this particular open space is included. 
The list contains 13 descriptions. I have a second list 
which contains 14 descriptions but the boulevard at Columbus 
Place, if it is included, is not capable of identification. 
Would you therefore please let me have a copy of the 
description to which you refer and I will a~range to have 
it included in the deed. 

I also note that you state that a provision 
stating that the open spaces will . always be kept as open 
spaces and not be used for · '6\iilding purposes should' ·be .~· 
included in the deed. I do not think that this would be 
a wise provision since we cannot tell what may be necessary 
in the future and if the Halifax Relief Commission should 
cease to exist this covenant may make it absolutely im
possible to make any changes in the area and may result in 
certain lands being left v1hich cannot be used for any pur
pose although due to a re-arrangement of the district such . 
lands are no longer needed as open spaces. So far as I am 
aware this is a new condition and if it is insisted upon I 
will have to place the matter before the City Council for 
its decision in the matter. The City Charter provides 
that any land no longer required as a City street may be 

I' 

. 
• I 

,j 
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... 2 -

sold. If the open spaces are to be kept as paPks might I 
suggest that the best method of doing this would be to have 

· appropriate legislation enacted which would be subject to 
change as conditions require. I . would be pleased to hear 
from you in this connection. 

CPB/EHJ 

Yours very truly, 

kd.i£-
CARL P. BETHUNE 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

l 
I. 
L 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I r 
I 

f . 
I 
I 

I 
I· • t t ... ,, 
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Mr. Allan M. Butler 
Chairman 
Halifax Relief Commission 
5555 Young Street 
Halifax, N. s. 
Dear Mr. Butler: 

May 24, 1972. 

In the MJ}'or's absence from the City, I wish 
to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 23rd. 

Your letter will be brought to the attention 
of Mayor Fitzgerald immediately upon his return to 
the city next week. 

Yours very truly, 

(Miss) Elizabeth B. Jamieson 
SECRETARY TO THE MAYOR 
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IFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
5555 YOUNG STREET 

HAUF AX, NOVA SCOTIA 

MPy 23, iq72. 

De r: r Walter: 

I am Rttnching P copy of my letter written 
November 24, 1971 in which I mnde P proposal for ? meetin~ 
to include you. Also enclosed is .Mr. Hyndm(ln' s letter 
of October 19, 1971. 

Undoubtedly the matter h~s been referred 
to you but perhaps the pressure of business has stood in 
the way of An Rrrangement. 

The IfalifRx Relief Commission would like 
to resume voluntary payments to the city treasury. 

Could I have word from you to explain 
why we have heRrd not.hing from your officials'? 

AMB/Y. 

ENCLS.(2) 

M?yor Walter Fitz£Terald 
City H~ll. 

Yours very truly 

n C,(°A "/\...-' t L-L. lp/l l t: (0v 
' 

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



, . 

HALIFAX ~ELIEF COMMISSION 

1~=--. J. 3. ~iyr.d·:rnn, 
D!:--e : ~or o~ F:n~n~e, 

I .., ~ t. V 0 ·" :; :-> • ~ ,~ ~ v .... _ . - ~· __ ...,_ .. , ,. ~ 

!\. ~. 

~555 YOUHG STREET 
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

I re7ret the d~l~y in acknowled~in~ y~ur 
le~ter w~it~en C::ober l Q, 1Q71 'dd~ess~d to our SecretRry
Mnn~ ~er ond rel~ted to ~ n extensive correspondence we have 
hFd with the offices o~ :he C:ty Solictor fnd the City Mnna2er 
I thought it \·.rell t.h!:lt I s!~ould Pnswer your

1 

letter ;is Chairm::?n 
&' T'. r. . . o_ -~e w0~~1ss1on. 

It would seem th~ t our oosition and the 
nosition of the Ci ~y is far ~o~rt, 2nd to otfer a soluti0n, 
I SUEEest R meetin~ be nrrnn~ed co be ?ttended by the officials 
concerned ~o~ether with the M~yor. A fresh mind on the rnRtter 
co~lct be bene:'ici.~l. /..t t!:::~ time the whole question co:J~d 
C·! reviewed. I h.:-ive in m!nd, soe?kin.~ for the Conmis5ion, 
~h=t the MAyor could offer R solution which he would feel wou!~ 
tPke into ~ccount t~e interest of both sides P-nd I feel thAt 
the mP-tter could be fin~lized in this way. 

Any settlement, I wRnt it understood, will 
not involve oAy~ent of ~ny inter~st. 

Fle::se ridvise Mr. Crooks, if such fl 
meeting CPn be Rrr~n~ed, when it will tnke plnce. 

Ynurs truly, 

A. 11. BU'!'LI:R 
C!-lh IhMAI;. 

. . 

' . 
t 

; 
! 
~ 

' f 
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OIRCCTOR O F' l'lllANC£ 

A"::I ACCOUNTS 
HALIFAX 

NOVA SCOTIA 

~Ir. E.W. Crooks, 
Secretary-~lanager, 
H~lifax Relief Commission, 
?SSS Young Street, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr. Crooks: 

19th October, 1971 

During a recent review of outstanding pro
blems in the City Collector's Di.vision, Mr. R. G. Hann 
advised that your Commission does not intend to pay its 
grant in lieu of taxes pending the City clarifying its 
position on the land on Devonshire at Roome. 

The City's position was made in letters 
dated September 10, 1969, by Mr. S. A. Ward, and Septem
ber 13, 1971, by Mr. C. McC. Henderson, City Manager. 

We appreciate the fact that your Act of In
corporation exempts you from taxes. llowev er, we would 
refer you to Commission Reports issued to the Governor 
General of Canada dated November 30, 1955 and May 1, 1958. 
These state that full taxes will be paid subject to the 
City not presenting any further claims and dating from 
December 30, 1926. 

Would you please clarify the Commission's 
stand in view of the subject reports to the Governor 
General of Canada. 

DBH/db 
c.c. to ~Ir. C. McC. Henderson 

Mr. R. G. Hann 

Yours 
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P-1r. Lewis T. Smith 
L. T. Smith & Associates Ltd. 
29 MicMac Drive 
Dartmouth, N. s. 

Dear Mr. Smith : 

.Tanuary B, 1973. 

I would like to thank you for your letter of 
December 11, 1972, exprc~sing your willingness to discuss 
the possibility of using the ~ervices of your company to 
do an actuarial study with regard to the funds and obliga
tions of the Halifax Relief Commission. 

Although I feel this is needed if the fund is 
to be closed out, this decision is not mine to make but 
belongs to the Palifax ~elief Commission or the Provincial 
and Federal Governments. If I have an opportunity to 
discu~s the matter with these officials I will make sure 
your company's offer is noted. 

WRF/r:HJ 

Yours very truly, 

WALTER R. FITZGERALD 
MAY 0 R 
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ACTUARIAL& 
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT 
PLAN CONSULTING 

PHONE 06JIH)(l~l!XJ(ll( 

L. T. SMITH & ASSOC IA TES LTD. 
~DSmHI,m:OIXOOOXXXIJMIRKID1£:tll~IQ)0( 

(902) 434-8450 

PRE SI OE NT 
U:WIS T SMITH. C LU. 

December 8, 1972 
I 

I 

Mr. Walter Fitzgerald, Mayor 
City of Halifax 
City Hall 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr. Mayor: 

29 Micmac Drive, Dartmouth, N.S. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
DOUGLAS R BUTT, F S.A , F.C.l.A. 

-· I 

, i_. 

"-.. ----
I noted from the article on Page 1 of the December 6th issue of the 
MAIL-STAR that "Mayor Fitzgerald said the immediate priority is to have 
an actuarial study made to determine the financial resources needed 
to look after the remaining obligations of the commission", with respect 
to the Halifax Relief Commission. 

I would like to point out that our company has recently relocated offices 
in telJl>orary facilities at 29 Micmac Drive, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. 
Our telephone No . is 434-8450. Whereas we are new to the Halifax area 
as far as office facilities are concerned, we are certainly familiar 
with the City and Province, and we have carried out projects for several 
Nova Scotia clients. We intend to establish facilities here and 
continue to serve our New Brunswick clients as well. 

I attach herewith Curriculum Vitae with respect to the principles of 
our firm and we would very much welcome an opportunity to discuss the 
possibility of providing services to your Commission. 

Yours faithfully, 

Lewis T. Smith 
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DATE OF BIRTH: 

August 26, 1932 

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING : 

L. T. SMITH & ASSOCIATES LTD. 

DOUGLAS R. BUTT 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

After completing two years of University , he undertook to write the 
actuarial examinations sponsored by the Society of Actuaries, and 
completed his fellowship in 1963. As well as being a Fellow of the 
Society of Actuaries, he is also a Fellow of the Canadian Institute 
of Actuaries. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

Includes seven years with the National Life Assurance Company of Canada 
working in the latter part of that time with various duties relating 
to Group Insurance and Pension Plans. For four years following this, 
he was Actuary for Armstrong & Taylor Limited in Winnipeg and Toronto, 
offering actuarial advice to a number of that firm 1 s clients across the 
country. In this employment he worked closely with the University of 
Saskatchewan, the City of Saskatoon, and the Pension Plans for hospitals 
in Manitoba and Saskatchewan . 

In 1965, he joined Johnson & Higgins (Canada Limited) now Johnson & Higgins 
Willis Faber Limited, and became Vice-President and actuary of its Toronto 
office. His responsibilities included pension and actuarial advice to 
numerous large corporate clients as well as McMaster University, Trent 
University and direction of the Group Insurance Consulting Operations of 
the company. 

On January 1, 1970, he established his own actuarial consulting practice, 
providing similar service for his clients including Trent University, 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ontario, Hudson Bay Mining and 
Smelting Company Ltd., and many companies who are clients of an associated 
firm, Retirement Plan Services Limited, which offers consulting and pension 
administration services in the Toronto area . In 1971, he became associated 
with L. T. SMITH & ASSOCIATES LTD. and has since been elected to the 
Board of Directors. 
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SPECIALTIES: 
r 

L. T. SMITH t ASSOCIATES LTD. 

CURRICULUM VITAE - DOUGLAS R. BUTT - 2 

Apart from his technical qualifications, which will enable him to 
perform all actuarial calculations and provide the appropriate 
certifications to governments, he has established a reputation of 
being imaginative and a clear thinker. He rarely follows traditional 
routes and methods unless he has satisfied himself that they are 
correct and most suitable under the circumstances. As a result 
of this attitude, he has frequently been active in pioneering new 
insurance ideas and streamlining and simplifying procedures which 
had become unnecessarily complicated. 
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DATE OF BIRTH: 

June 30, 1938 

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING: 

L. T. SMITH S ASSOC IA TES LTD. 

LEWIS T. SMITH 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

Following two years at Dalhousie University he entered the insurance 
business and received initial agent training from Prudential Assurance 
Company and Group Representative training from Zurich Insurance Company. 
In 1968, 1970, and 1971 he attended the School of Management Studies at 
The Banff Centre. He was awarded the C.L.U. designation by the Institute 
of Chartered Life Underwriters of Canada in 1971. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

In 1964 he joined Associated Insurance Managers Ltd. (AIM) as Group 
Insurance Supervisor, opening an office in Halifax. AIM is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Johnsons Ltd., St. John's, Newfoundland. His 
initial responsibility was a study of employee benefits for the Nova 
Scotia Teachers Union. Following design of plan and brokerage thereof, 
he was required to arrange for payroll deduction facilities, which entailed 
visits to every City, Town, Municipal and Regional School Board in Nova 
Scotia, thereby gaining valuable experience via an understanding of employee 
benefits plans in effect for public employees within the entire Province. 
In 1965 he opened a second AIM office in Fredericton, engaging in a 
similar project for the New Brunswick Teachers Association {NBTA) which 
also resulted in visits to every City, Town, and Municipality, gaining 
knowledge similar to that gained in Nova Scotia. 

In 1967 he established a sole proprietorship to engage in employee benefit 
brokerage, as well as joining The Maritime Life Assurance Company field 
force in junior management. During the next two years he designed and 
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L. T. SMITH & ASSOCIATES l TD. 

CURRICULUM VITAE - LEWIS T. SMITH - 2 

brokered employee benefit plans for several New Brunswick firms. 

In 1969 he became completely self employed and added general insurance 
lines (fire, auto, liability) to his proprietorship, expanding to the point 
where it was necessary to incorporate LEWIS T. SMITH INSURANCE LTD. and 
L. T. SMITH & ASSOCIATES LTD. with sales, service and management transferred 
to others for the former, enabling him to concentrate his efforts to the latter, 
along with sales of life insurance to his business and professional clientele. 

SPECIAL TI ES 

L. T. SMITH & ASSOCIATES LTD . has become involved with New Brunswick 
public employee benefit p'lans through continued service to certain Crown 
Corporations, as well as other clients. We installed a new program for 
Saint Thomas University in 1971; were awarded a study for the University of 
New Brunswick in 1971, resulting in the instalation of one of the most modern 
plans in Atlantic Canada in 1972 ; were awarded a study by the Province of 
New Brunswick on group travel accident benefits in 1971 ; completed a study 
for the New Brunswick Nurses Provincial Collective Bargaining Council in 1972-
a large portion of this work involved study of existing pension plans in 
effect for nurses in the various Hospitals in New Brunswick, as well as the 
newly established Provincial Hospital Pension Plan. 

ACTUARIAL Iii EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLAN CONSUL TING Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



January 5, 1973. 

I 

1 The Honourable George M. Mitchell 
Speaker 
Nova Scotia Legislature 
B. O. Box 2380 
Halifax, N. s. 

Dear George: 

I have received your letter of December 12, 
1972, concerning insufficient support for an individual 
who suffered as a result of the Halifax Explosion. I 
would suggest that you contact Mr. Allan Butler, who 
is Chairman of the Halifax Relief Commission. 

~r. Butler is usually in his office every 
morning at 5555 Young Street, and his phone number is 
454-1228. 

WRF/EHJ 

Yours sincerely, 

WALTER R. FITZGERALD 
M A Y 0 R 
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Off ice of the Mayor 
City Hall 
Duke Street Tower 
Scotia Square 
HALIFAX, Nova Scotia 

Your Worship: 

THE SPEAKER 
HALIFAX 

.. 
c 

P.O. Box 2380 
Halifax, N.S. 

( 

1 

December 12th, 1972 

I have bee~ contacted by an individual 
who feels that they have received insufficient support 
from the fund which has been established to assist 
victims who suffered in the Halifax Explosion. 

I would appreciate it very much if you 
could arrange to have someone in your off ice advise me 
of the persons that I should contact to attempt to 
obtain a more equitable benefit for this particular 
individual, who was injured in the explosion. 

Any assistance you can provide to me 
would be appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, 

~t~ 
George M. Mitchell 

GMM/ssd 

\ 
I 
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December 11, 1972. 

I 
Mr. and Mrs • Reuben C..eorge 

I R.R. 12, Head of Jeddore 
Halifax County, N. s. 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. George: 

I would like to thank you for taking the time 
to send me your suggestions regarding the Relief Com
mission Funds. 

If and when the Government decides to close 
out the fund you can rest assured that I will attempt 
to have the remaining money used for a fitting memorial 
to those who died and suffered as a result of the Explosion. 

WRF/EHJ 

Yours very truly, 

WALTER R. FITZGERALD 
MAY 0 R 
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The City of Halifax, 
City Hall, 
Halifax, N. s. 

Gentlemen:-

R.R.#21 Head of Jeddore, 
Halifax Co., N. s., 
Dec. 7th./72. 

Attention: His Worship, Mayor F1tzgerald 

We a;e two survivors of the December 6th. 
1917 Halifax Explosion: lmy husbantt, Reuben George, was on 
the nNiobe" and I was at High School in the Halifax County 
Academy Building, corner of Saokville & Brunswick Ste.) and 
we can recall very vividly the happenings of that sad morning. 

Out of the funds mentioned and to close 
out the books for the Halifax Relief Commission, may we suggest 
the following: 

l. As a fitting Memorial to the 200 school 
children killed at Richmond School that morning, a 
Scholarship Fund be set up to help all school children 
of Halifax towards higher education. 

2. As a fitting Memorial to the many Catholic 
and Protestant families losing loved ones tha.t morning, 
a Scholarship or Bursary Fund be established at The 
Atlantic School of Theology to help all Theologs in their 
training towards the Christian Ministry. 
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5161 OBOB.OB STB.BBT1 HAL1PAX1 N.B. TBLBPHONE 429-9600 

Bank of Montreal Tower 
I ' 

I 

Mayor Walter Fitzgerald, 
City Hall, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mayor Fitzgerald:-

December 7, 1972 

aALlPAX 

QUBDBC 
MONTllBAL 

cn:TAWA 

TO a ONTO 
WINDSOR 

WlNNll'BG 
nDMONTON 

CALGAJt.Y 

VANCOUVER 

I am writing to you in connection with recent newspaper pub
licity given to your comments about the Halifax Relief Commission. 
The December 7th. Halifax Herald reports you to have said that "the 
immediate priority is to have an actual study made"; it is assumed 
that the word 11actual11 used by the newspaper is a mis-print, and the 
word intended is "actuarial". 

If an actuarial study is to be carried out, we would be very 
interested in undertaking the project. As you know, our company is 
currently involved in carrying out an actuarial study of the pension 
fund of the City of Halifax. 

The newspaper story also refers to your concern about making 
provision for an adequate payout to the 76 pensioners still on the rolls 
of the Commission. We can provide valuable services to the Commission 
in connection with this situation by conducting an objective survey among 
insurance underwriters for annuity quotations for these pensioners. The 
immediate annuity market is a constantly-changing one, and our close 
involvement with it on a daily basis could be advantageous to the Comis
sion and the pensioners. 

We would welcome an opportunity to furnish details ,through dis -
cussions with you, of our possible involvement in these related projects. 

Yours truly, 

R. M. Swetnam, 
RMS/mp Manager, Atlantic Provinces 

Lict:used lu lr1mS11fl lijl! i11mr.111u b11siiulS i11 lJritish lu/11111/Ji.1, • llh.-rt.1, \l1sA·.11dJt' U'.Jll, u.111ilob.1, 0111.11 i11 .wt! 1\111'.J !fr111i11. 
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I 
or. e. o. Smith 
Ombudsman 
806 Royal Bank Bldg. 
P. O. Box 2152 
Halifax, N. s. 

Dear Dr. Smith: 

March 13, 1972. 

I have delayed answering your letter of January 31, 
1972, awaiting information with respect to the current 
financial position of the Halifax Relief Commission, but 
a search discloses that ouch information is not available 
on City tiles. The latest information on our files is 
the Auditor's report (Price, Waterhouse & Company) of the 
Commission's finances as at December 31, 1962. 

The Halifax Relief Commission was created by Acts 
of the Federal and Provincial Governments, (Chapter 2 of 
the Statutes of Canada 1918, and Chapter 61 of the Acts 
of Nova Scotia 1918), to administer the funds received 
by donations and grants following the terrible ex~losion 
of December 7, 1917. Preoent members of the Commission 
are: 

Mr. A. M. Butler, Chairman 
Mr. P. B. Flinn 
Mr. W. E. Tibbs 

The Commission is neither accountable nor responsible 
to the City of Halifax and, therefore, I would respectfully 
suggest that any information respecting its finances should 
be sought from the Sec retary, whose office is located at 
5555 Young Street in Halifax. 

If I can be of further service to you, pluase do not 
hesitate to write to me. 

Yours very truly, 

WALTER R. FITZGERALD 
M ~ Y 0 R 
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OfF,ICE CALLS 

To 

Date .. ... . .. .... Time ..... 

WHILE YOU WERE OUT 

Mr . . 

of . 

Phone .. 

Telephoned ~ Please call bim 

Wants lo see you WiU call agalfl 
i --

. Called to see you ' Rdwned Call 

A.M . 
. ... P.M. 

can Received by 
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CUR f"ILE:1 

OF'F'ICE OF' THE OMBUDSMAN 
806 ROYAL BANK BUILDING 

HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA 

31 January, 1972. 

Mayor Walter Fitzgerald, 
City Hall, 
City of Halifax, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr. Mayor: 

I should appreciate very much if you could throw 
some light on the fund which apparently still ex
ists and which was set up following the Halifax 
Explosion in 1917: it is under the management, 
I understand, of the Halifax Relief Commission. 

My particular question is the following: would 
there be some possibility of tapping the fund for 

P. o. Box 2152 
PHCNE:r 424·6780 

a person who worked for the Halifax Relief Commiss
ion for 24 years, namely, Mr. Murray L. Ward? 

It seems to me that if it is not known what to do 
with surplus funds, a case could be made~. Ward 
of 5514 Sebastian Place, Halifax, to receive some 
recognition of his 24 years with the Relief Com
mission. 

I shall be grateful to you for any information and 
pertinent comments that may be provided for me to 
pass on to Mr. & Mrs. Ward. 

Very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

?t?~~-
Dr. H. D. Smith, 
Ombudsman. 

HDS:fm 
ENCS. 
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CAr-.ACA 

LEADE R O F THE OPPOSITION - CHEF DE I.: OPPOSITION 

August 4, 1971 

Mrs. Murray Ward, 
5514 Sebastian Place, 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Mrs. Ward, 

Thank you very much for your letter of June 15, 
1971. I share your concern over the circumstances both 
you and your husband have been experiencing in the 
last few years. Your position is not an unfamiliar 
one to many Canadians. 

I have had my office contact you to obtain further 
details from you to clarify your position and ours. 
Since you have expressed an~iety as to the future, 
that is, namely when Mr. Ward reaches age 65~ my. 
office has contacted the appropriate offices for 
information concerning this matter. 

Mr. Ward, when he attains age 65 will at that time, 
upon the . information we have obtained from you, cease 
to be employed at the Nova Scotia Institute of Technology. 
At that time, he of course will be eligible to receive 
the Old Age Security Pension and either the Canada 
Pension Plan benefits as determined on the basis of 
his total earnings since 1996 until the time of his 
retirement or in the event that he can continue to 
wo r k but can't find employment, he can register with 
the Unemployment Insurance Commission and collect 
benefits from that office. That is he can only collect 
Canada Pension benefits or Unemployment Insurance 
benefits. not both. I have been informed that you 
should contact your local Unemployment Insurance 
Commission and speak to a coupsellor and with him 
determine which program is appropriate and most beneficial 

I to you. 

In addition to Mr. Ward's Old Age Security Pension he is 
also entitled to a supplement to a maximum of $55.00 

2 
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depending upon his income for each year. For further 
inf ormrtion concerning the Old Age Security and Guaranteed 
Income Supplement my office ~as inf orred me that you 
should car.tact: · 

Canada Pension Plan, 
Room 517, 
Sir John Thompson Building, 
1256 Barrington Street, 
Halifax, N.S. Tel. No. 429-8843 

A field officer there will be able to answer any questions 
you may have concerning these plans. There is of course 
the Provincial Welfare Office which should also be 
contacted to clarify their position in regard to the 
whole matter. 

Thanks once agai~ for your letter, I appreciate your 
confidence on thi s matter. I feel the Government can 
a nd should do more Qn behalf of our senior citizens 
to prevent greater hardship and injustice. For our part, 
the ?regressive Conservative Party will continue tq 
insist on a fair deal for senior citizens. 

Yours sin~erely, 

l 1~ \,'\,,~ ll iO t ' ::. "'-/ c._( y 
Robert L. Stanfield 
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