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Plans for a north end beauty 
spot and recreational centre at Fort 
Needham were discussed yesterday 
at the first meeting of the l!'ort 
Needham commission at city hall 
Mayor J. E. Ahern presided at. the Neither of the 
meeting, which was attended by collided in Halifa; 
three mem'bers beside himsell and gust, 1942, was "in 
outlined the purpose of the group, steady compa1111 cc 
formed last May. collision, Kenneth 

The city council already has 
voted a borrowing of $25,000 for set for the Norwe.1 
the improvement of the area, wnich said yesterday bei 
only awaits approval of the depart- Committee of the 
ment of municipal affairs. Mayor The Privy Counc 
Ahern said wovincial officials were 
sympathetic toward the project. appeal by the N01 

It was agr.eed to seek an early ment based on a col! 
meeting with officials of th~ Hali- Basin between the 
fax Relief commission to see if Norefjord and the 
they would jom with the city in owned by the A:, 
the cost of the work as a memorial 
to victims and survivors of the Company Incorpora 
Halifax explosion of 1917. The carrying 1,400 tons 
milyor said he had information that Norway appealed 
the relief commission would take of the Supreme c~ 
part in the project, but he was un-
able to disclose details at presen':. that the Norefjord 

Present yesterday were Rev. B. blame for the collisi 
R. Tupper, minister of Umted · Carpmael submit 
Memorial church, Kaye street, A!d- Norefjord was entitl 
erman R. V. Sullivan and Owen heading for the purx 
N. Lane. Letters were read from other ships at anchoI 
the two members, Msgr. C. F. Cur- When the ships 
ran and Rev. Canon W. W. Clark- other, the regulation 
son, both of whom evinced keen in- ing c:ollisions at sea " 
terest in the project. be in force." Therefo1 

PLANS SUGGESTED for the crew of the 
try to steady her an 
1jhe Alcoa Rambler 
lie said. 

Msgr. Curran wrote at some 
length to suggest that the top of 
the fort be levelled, that a scenic 
driveway be built around it, that 

wrist- an observation tower be erected 
in a within the enclosure to give a view 

t\rena of the harbor and Bedford Basin 
g was and the remainder of the levelled 
,\ Day, area landscaped and equipped as 

Lord Roche one of 
justices, asked: 'Why 
didn't she (the Norefj1 
and why was there a 

who a recreational centre. He would in
ockey stall a swimming pool and make 
Flyers provision for . various outdoor 

The sports. The ground floor of the 
ement, tower could be used as a cahteen, 
'f" en-. Msgr. Curren suggested. 
!.Se. Mayor Ahern thought that be-

side the recreational features the 
park could be beautified to give 
the north end something compar
able to the Public Gardens and he 

'.l suggested also that a zoo might be 
U included in the plans. 

Alderman Sullivan said he :!SW 
~rs of no reason why the relief commission 
from could not take part in the work 
ban- and offered a motion that the meet

hotel ing be held with relief commission 
Bar- officials. 

noted 

~· s. A~omic Energy 

CSiI'Pmael replied: 
my submission the ' 
Alcoa · Rambler we 
put astern until a 
than it was said ti 

In Hospita: 
Being Hit: 

Struck by an au 
Robie-Almon inter 
evening, L. J. 11. 
Brunswick street, v 
the Victoria Gener11: 
ly afterward, suffe1 
injuries al\d possi1b 
tures. 

Edward F. Wrig 
street, driver of thE 
officers that he W\ 
from the green ligh 
was proceeding r 
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The Chairm2.n 

ffinmt Jjo5eply\1 ~edoi1J 

~nlifax, ~oba .,Srotin 

''KC., ~5-102 (5A.'0. :~ ~ ._) 

I'ort Needham Park Ccmmisi::;ion 

Dear Sj r: 

P.propos of rugi;estions concer1<1 g th~ future use of Fort Ne~cham P::rk I v1ould 
respectfully advise: 

l. Levelling the entire summi + c:f t.hP .Fort, ,~-j +!cont detriment to the commanding 
height of the Fort. 

2. Arranging a scenic- one-way d!'iveway with entrance f'rom Gottingen Street 
and ~:xit by wo..y of Ne-e-cham Str,..~+. In +ir:ie a stone wall about two feet 
in hoit;M could be buHt aron:rid the- outt=>r edge oi' this driveway. This 
wall would add to the scenfo :,ttr~ct~ven'!'f8 of the Fort v1hilst at the sar.ie 
time pro..,.:!.ding corr.fort.cble sec.ting 'J.ccomodation for spectators • 

.3. Frect.ing an observation tower with fairly· large covered verandah on to::-1 
_::ilat.forrr.. This look-out platform would command D. swee)ing .::w.norami.c vision 
of Halifax Harbor, Bedforc Basin, Halifax and Dartmouth with suhurban :.:reas. 
The Ground floor of the observation tow~n· could be us~d for a dry cant~en 
and for janitors qu~ rb=·rs. A covered platform on this level might serve 
for afternoon teu::: and light lunches c.s wel]. as offering ~h.,. l te-r for the 
foot wearv. 

11. Th~ main ~ncloF"ureo· wit hi!~ thP sceniC' driveway should become a mod~rn 
community CPntr~ P~uipped for r~creation purpos~s. Among the recreational 
unite available to th~ L""n""r~ 1 l ?Ubli~ could be: 

l) A moc>~rn open e.ir swimr.1ing pool architecturally 
hygi~rir':.i1ly m£d!ltait~ed for adults and children 

2) At. least six Tennfa Courts capable of providinJ 
for mv.n;~r players. 

attractivP. and 
r.s well. 
facilitJes 

Several Quoit beds •ni th .flood lights for e7eni!lG use. 
Four moder!1 Croc:.u~t 'b~ds with the lat~st equi_rment. 
Bowling greens for out-dear bowling. 
Court.s i'o:r deck T,,.nd s ::ind Volley Bo.11. 
If spa(!e _:1ermi+:: .:;. secti~n could he se-t aside for ·t-.·:o f'.oft-hall 
d ie.mO! !d~. 
T!-le base-b~ll diarr.onds could be turned into an open-a.ir ri:r.k for 
the wint.Pr months. Tobogge.n:Lng nnd skiir-g f'c.c~ lit ies could he 
made av.iilc.ble on the slopes of F'ort N~edhnm. 

BPfore ri:rocP-eding to fina.li·.uJ·:icr~ of the recr~<:ct:ional fCJ.c:!lit:iPr u com:--l!'tent 
person should be del•,::ated to irisit community plQ~r;;:rounc1fl el~~i"here- in 
orr'c·r to get the lt~tf"d ideas in this field. 

FUBUC / i r 1 1 , .• 
• J . . . . - --' 

. ' .J .·11 
1-.:·, :.. '. ;:/,X, N. S. ::5 C CJT/~ 
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~amt 3Joiiepq\; ~edor1,1 

~alifax, ~ol:Ja ,j\rotiu 
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5. It is within the range of possibility that the Halifax Relief 
Commission might undertake the privilege of financing this project 
as a memorial to the victims and survivors of the historic 1917 
Explosion Disaster. Within recent months the Press carried an 
announcement. intimating that the Relief Commission was contemplating 
something of this nature. 

6. As a citizen of Halifax and a life-long resident of the North end 
the writer would deplore the sacri~icing of Fort Needham for commercial 
purposes even though it be for the praiseworthy motive of erecting 
homes. The trend in the bigger cities elsewhere is to obtain an 
increasing number of parks, out-door recreation areas rather than to 
absorb existing br~athing spots. With the exception of the Isleville 
supervised play field, used practically exclusively by children, the 
citizeris of the North end have no community recreation centre. Fort 
Needham is one of God's gifts to our city. It should be used to the 
fullest general advantage. It is elevated, airy -- a natural 
observatory. Wholesome fresh air recreation provides an outlet for 
youthful energy, purifies the mind and acts as an effective deterrent 
to vandalism and crime. 

7. The aim in community planning should be to keep in mind the needs 
of the low income groups -- the welfare of citizens who are unable 
by reason of their limited means to patronize private clubs and 
restricted playing fields. A happy and contented populace makes for 
a law-abiding community. Children who are obliged by circumstances 
to play in the streets often run foul of the law -- whilst if these 
same children be able to play, romp, and enjoy themselves in supervised 
playgrounds all the year around vandalism would soon be reduced to 
a negligible percentage. Adults e re but children of larger growth. 
Let the grown-ups have their recreational areas, let breathing parks 
be opened up in densely populated districts all over the city and 
a better community spirit v:ill be engendered. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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K.b .5'S- to2 (5A. 5) 3'20.J 

Halifax, N. s., 
November 29, 1948. 

A meeting of the Fort Needham Park Commission 

was held on the above date. 

There were present His Worship the Mayor, Chair

man; Reverend B. R. Tupper, Mr. o. N. Lane and Alderman 

Qull1van. 

His Worship the Mayor explained the purpose ot 

the meeting and advanced various suggestions for the 

improvement or Fort Needham and surrounding areas. 

A letter was read from Reverend Cannon w. w. 
Clarkson ·expressing regrets at being unable to attend 

this meeting. 

The attached letter from Monsignor Charles F. 

Curran was submitted and read. 

All agreed that Fort Needham should be made 

into a Recreational and Community Centre and it was de-

cided to request the Halifax Relief Commission to meet 

with this Commission for the purpose of ascertaining 

whether or not such a project could be undertaken jointly 

It was agreed to request the Commissioner of 

Works to give early attention to the following matters. 

1. The extension of Union Street to Gottingen Street. 

2. The extension of Needham Street to Union Street. 

3. The construction of a concrete sidewalk on the west 
side or Gottingen Street between Young and Kaye 
Streets. 

The matter of improving the park at Young, Got-

t1ngen and Kaye Streets was discussed and it w&s agreed 

to suggest to the Superintendent of the Public Gardens 

that flower beds be set out there next spring and shrub

bery planted also to have several benches placed at suit-

able locations. 

Meeting adjourned. 

J. E. Ahern, 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN. 

, ... ., 
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December 11, 1948. 

Honorable R. G. Beazley, 
9 College Street, 
Hal~tax, N. s. -

Dear Sir:-

At a recent meetin~ or the Fort Needham 
Park Comm1ee1on I was d1~eoted to ascertain whether 
or not the members or the Halifax Relief Commission 
would be willing to meet with this Commission to 
discuss matters perta1n1ag to the improvement of 
Fort Needham and surrounding areas • 

I phoned Major Tibbs and was advised by him ' 
to write you. I would therefore! appreciate it it 
you would inform me ae to your v ewe on the matter. 

WPP/ HW . 

Yours very truly, 

w. P. Publioover, 
CITY CLERK. 

.0 
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PHONE L 1228 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 
139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

w. P. Publicover, Esq. 
City Clerk, 
City Hall, 
City. 

Dear Sir: .. 

December 18,1948. 

I have your letter of the 11 inst, re~ 

questing my views in regard to the Fort Needham matter. 

The Relief Commission is interested in the 

development of that area, and directly after certain necessary 

negotiations now underway are completed which we trust will be 

soon, you will be communicated with further. 

RGB/Y. 

Yours truly, 
Halifax Relief Commission. 

R. G. BEAZLEY. 
CHAIRMAN. 

r-H'"-S OF NOVA SCOTIA 
pU \3UC AR•.J i\ .~ 

HflLli-AX, N. S •. 
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April 11• 1949. 

Mayor J . E. Ahern. 
Mayor of Halifax. 
City Hall. 
City . 

Your '1orsh1p: 

In accordance with your requeBt we con11rm 
our proposal to £1nance certain permanent improqemonts of Fort 
Needham ns a memorial to those who lost their lives in the disaster 
of Decamter 6• lnl7• djs.cussed with the Fort Needham Park Commiss
ion. 

1.rhe members of the Fort Needham Park Commission 
present at the meeting ~ore: 

Monsignor c. F. Curran 
o. N. Lane and yourself 

The Chairman stated that the Halifax Relief 
Commission proposes to allocate ioo.000.00 to this development. 
but pointed out that it would be necessary for City Council to 
approve of this proposal and to agree to assume in ful1 the future 
maintenance or the Park. 

The Chairman also stated to you that a Committee 
is oeing set up cons1J:t1ng of the Halifax Re11e.f Co:r.i:raissioners 
with Mr R. w. cColougb., r D. F. acisaac and., 111th your concurrence. 
Mr J. P. Du.1Daresq. to consider detailed plans !'or the i mp1"ovements. 

The Uon Angus L. MacDonald., who has expressed him
self as most interested in our proposa l., has very kindly agreed to 
arrange f or "'"'r ~cColough to g1 ve us his t e chnical advice. m d also 
sug ested t hat tT N. v. Jankov., landscape advisor t o the Provincial 
Government, would assist ·us in prepF.lrin,_; our plane. 

i'he Halifax Relief Commission· is most anxious to 
ensure t hat t hj s Park development shall be k orthy and permanent 
living m~morial . to those who lost t heir lives in the disaster of 
De.cer.iber 6_,, 1917. 

Yours very truly., 
Ufilifax ~el Coi:nn1as1on. 

• • 'i..i ru'J A SC01\~ 
.:; vi ' I~ 

i··· l~f \L\FAX, N. s.. • • L!.. T'!Jtis. 
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John E. Ahern, 
MSS"or 

c 0 p y 

Hon, R. G. Beazley, 
Chairman, 

Mayor• s Of.fice 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Hali.fax Relie.f Commission, 
9 College Street, 
Halifax, 
N. S. 

Dear Mr Beazley: 

. April 21, 1949 . 

I was very much disappointed with the story 
relating to the generous offer o.f the Halifax Relief Commission 
regarding Fort Needham. The paper certainly did not print 
the story as I gave it to them. 

I advised them of your plms, pointing out 
that it was the Relief Commission•a Memorial to the people who 
gave their lives in the great catastroi/'e of 1917. I .felt badly 
when I read the article because I wanted.the Relief Commission 
to have .full credit for providing something that this City has 
long sought. 

I felt that I should drop this l i ttle note to 
you, explaining that it was rrry desire to show appr eciation of 
your kind offer. 

Yours very truly, 

John E. Ahern. 

JEA/MGV MAYOR 

F i\ OVA SCOT/t 
1-.,·.u;7AX1 N. S. 
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r THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION 

139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

MEV 3, 1949. 

Gordon s, Kinley, Esq. 
Mayor of Halifax, 
Hali.fax, 
N. So 

Your Worship: 

At the request o.f our Chairman The Honorable 

R. G. Beazley,I run sending you herewith copy o.f a letter 

addressed to Mayor John E. Ahern,dated April 11, 1949, also 

copy of letter .from the Mayor to our Chairman dated April 21, 

1949. 

WET/Y. 

ENCL. ( 2). 

Yours very truly, 
Halifax Rel 

Digital copy of 102-5A.327A Clerk's Office Fort Needham Park Commission file provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



AJOR • E. TIBBS, 
COJIP ROLLER, H.A.LIF.A X ELIEF COMMI S SION , 
139 YOUNG STREET, 
HALI 'A X, J(ov.A. Seo T I A 

D .A R ll..1. JOR TIBBS: 

] .A M IN RECEIPT OF YOUR L E'ITER TH I S ORNING 
rlI'l'H COPIES OF LET TERS .A T T.A CHED. 

] .AJI GR:'.4. TLY I MPRESSED £ITH YOUR O FFER. , .A.ND 
SH.A. LL COOP ER.A'l'E WITH YOU IN ANY t :AY TO THE 
FURTHEST E X TENT • 

.!. T THE MOMENT ] AJI .AT .A LOSS ~ DUE TO .A 

LIMITED kNO.LEDGE OF TH £ SITUA TION, BUT 
YOU '1ILL HE.AR FRO JIE I .. TH · COURSE OF .A 

FEI.' DAYS IN , ORE DET.A.IL. 

G'SK/MGY 

YO UR S VE RY ~RULY, 

GORDON ... • l I N L E Y 
A Y 0 R 

PUBLIS ,.r:-t ·1 ·-"C F NOVA SCOTlf 
H1.UfAX, N. S. 
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'RG 35-101 (sA.6) 3 2tc) 2.; 

Halifax, N. s., 
May 10, 1949. 

To His Worship the Mayor and 
Members of the City Council. 

Gentlemen:-

The attached letter from the Halifax Relief 
Commission respecting a proposal to finance certain 
permanent improvements to Fort Needham, as a Memorial 
to those who lost their lives in the disaster of 
December 6, 1917 was considered by the Finance and 
Executive Committee at a meeting held on the above 
date. 

It was agreed to recommend that the proposal 
as outlined in this letter be approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/I----~~~~ 
W. P. Publicover, ~ 

CITY CLERK. -

. ,- .... NOVA SCOTIA 
t __, v r 

Pli :,. ,':, . .. Hi ,_\rAX, N. S. 
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lay 1:3, 1949 • 

• 

w. B. T1bba, Eaq., 
Beoretary, 
Hal1tax Rel1et Comm1ea1on, 
139 Young Street, 
H 11tu, N. S. 

Dear Sir:-

The matter. ot your proposal to t1nanoe 
certain permanent improvements to Fo~t Needham 
as Memor1 l to thoee who lost their lives 1n 
the d.ioneter ot December 6, 1917 was considered 
by the City Council t a meet1ng held y 12, 
1949. 

A reoolut1on approving ot tbe proposal 
a outlined in your letter under de.te ot April 

11, 1949, nddren ed to Mayor J. E. AheJ'll wae 
passed 1.Ul&n1mou ly. 

WPP/HW. 

Respectfully submitted, 

w. P. PUbl1cover, 
CITY CLERK. 

.{j 

' 

Digital copy of 102-5A.327A Clerk's Office Fort Needham Park Commission file provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



CITY COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

CITY HALL 

-~/ax, J1f .!/., ............... ~~1. .. ~1 ..... ~9~9 .•.......... 19 

tffxt,cadr> fom Jlinalej o/ a Jleeten? o/ de ~~ Cef'oanci/ o/ de <&~ o/ Yfa~ 
held on the ..................... 12tn ................. ................. da7 oj ................... Ma, .................................. 19 49. 

FORT NEEDHAM 

Halifax, N. s., 
May 10, 1949. 

To His Worship the Mayor and 
Members of the City Council. 

Gentlemen:-

The attached letter from the Halifax Relief 
Commission respecting a proposal to finance certain permanent 
improvements to Fort Beedham as a Memorial to those who lost 
their lives in the disaster of December 6, 1917 was considered 
~' the Finance and Executive Committee at a meeting held on 
the above date. 

It was agreed to reoommend that the proposal 
as outlined in this letter be approved. 

Mayor J. E. Ahern, 
Mayor of Halifax, 
City Hall, 
City. 

Your Worship:-

Respeottully gubm1tted, 

W. P. Publicover, 
CITY CLERK. 

April 11, 194:9. 

In accordance with your request we confirm our 
proposal to finance certain permanent improvements to Fort 
Ne~dham as a memorial to those who lost their lives in the dis
aster of December 6, 1917, discussed with the Fort Needham Park 
Commission. 

The members of the Fort Needham Park Commission 
present at the meeting were: 

Monsignor c. F. Curran 
o. N. Lane and yourself 

The Chairman stated that the Halifax Relief 
Commission proposes to all&cate $100,000.00 to this development 
but pointed out that it would be necessary for City Council to a 
approve of this proposal and to agree to assume in full the future 
maintenance of the Park. 

The Chairman also stated to you that a Committee 
is being set up consisting of the Halifax Relief Commissioners 
with Mr. R. w. MoColough, Mr. D. F. Macisaac and, with your 
oonourrence, Mr. J. P. Dumaresq, to consider detailed plans for 
the 1mprovementso 

""' ;:ivlJ fl~. 
r v ...,-• ~ . \-\. ,._ ·, • '/-, N. S. I 
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CITY COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

CITY HALL 

.;tt,;/{ax, JY. Y., ........................................................ 19 

<fxt1C0~ /'}!()m J/ena{ej o/ a Jlieelin? o/ the ~, <t'oance-/ o/ the ~~ oj ~¥x 
held on lhe ................................................................ daJf oj ............................................................ 19 

- 2 -

The Hon. Angus L. MacDonald, who has expressed 
himself as most interested 1n our proposal, has very kindly 
agreed to arrange for Mr. McOolough to give us his t echnical 
advice, a~d also suggested that Mr. N. v. Jankov, landscape 
advisor to the Provincial Government, would assist us 1n preparing 
our plans. 

The Halifax Relief Comm1ss1on is most anxious to 
ensure that th1e Park development shall be a worthy and permanent 
living memorial to those who lost their lives in the disaster or 
December 6, 1917. 

Yours very truly, 
Halifax Reller Comm1ss1on, 

(Bgd) W. E. Tibbs, 
SECRETARY. 

Moved by Alderman Hosterman, seconded by Alderman 

Breen that the report be approved and that until such time as the 

City of Halifax acquires legal title to Fort Needham that legis

lative authority be secured to expend funds for its maintenance. 

Alderman Dewolf: "There is always a little string 

attaohed". 

Alderman Walker: •tr they are going to give us 

this land; let them give it to us and we will put up working men's 

houses on Fort Needham. It hae ~ood oonnectlons for the people to 

get to work". 

Al derman DeWolf: nl would suggest that after all the 

properties are sold and after they spend $100,000.00 on th1s property 

if they should b117 annu1tiee to take care of the present pensioners, 

there should be left not less than $600,000o00 1 • 

Alderman Vaughan: "Since 1917 no .money has been 

spent for public parks in that district. I would, therefore, take 

much pleasure in Sl'J>POrt1ng this motion to expend money in this 

park". 

The motion was put and passed 9 voting tor the same 

and 2 against it as follows: 
~ r-\CJVA SCOTIA 
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CITY COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF CITY CLE RK 

CITY HALL 

11; 35- ID:L (5A-, 5) 3:2.~. lb 

-~k/aa:, fl .?., ........................................................ 19 

lffxt1Cad4 fom Jlenale6 o/ a Jleeun? o/ lhe ~~ Cef'oancel o/ tk ~~ o/ ~¥ax 
held on de ............................... .................................. day oj ............................................................ 1.9 

FOR THE MOTION 

Alderman Abbott 
Adams 
Breen 
Burgess 
De Wolf 
Hosterman 
MacDonald 
Redmond 
Vaughan 

-9-

- 3 -

AGAINST IT 

Alderman Kitz 
Walker 

-2-

A true extraot, 

w. P. Publ1oover, 
CITY CLERK. 

I .. -c or- NOVA SCOTIA, 
PUBLIC A'":CH ., c..::i 

Hf.~\r-AX, N. S •. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF CITY CLE RK 

CITY HALL 

-~6/ax, Ji: !/., ............... Ma7. .. l7~ ... 19.49 .•.......... 19 

fffa:t1Cac6 /1ltJm Jlenatej o/ a ~eeu'n? o/ the ~~ <"efoancel oj tk ~~ o/ Yfa41aa; 
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FOR'!' NUI>RAK 

To H1e Woreh1p the Mayor and 
Members of the C1ty Oounc11. 

Gentlemen:-

Halifax, N. s., 
May 10, 1949. 

The attached letter trom the Halifax Rel1et 
Comm1ss1on respecting a proposal to t1nanoe certain permanent 

· 1mprovemente to Fort Beedham as a Memorial to those who lost 
their 11vee 1n the disaster or December 6, 1917 was considered 
bf the F1nanoe and Executive Committee at a meeting held on 
the above date. 

It was agreed to recommend that the proposal 
as outlined in th1a letter be approved. 

Respecttull7 submitted, 

w. P. Publ1oover, 
CITY CLERK. 

Mayor J. E. Ahern, 
Mayor of Halifax, 
City Hall, 
c1t1. 

Your Worship:-

April 11, 1949. 

In acoordanoe with your request we confirm our 
proposal to f 1nance certain permanent improvements to Fort 
Needham as a memorial to thoae who lost their lives 1n the d19-
aster or December 6, 1917, disouesed w1th the Fort Needham Park 
Comm1se1on. 

The members or the Fort Needham Park Comm1ss1on 
present at the meeting were: 

Monsignor C. r. Curran 
o. N. Lane and yourself 

The Chairman stated that the Hal1tax Reller 
Comm1se1on proposes to all&cate l00,000.00 to this development 
but pointed out that 1t would be neoeasary tor City Counoil to ~ 
approve of th1e proposal and to agree to aesume 1n full the tuture 
maintenance ot the Park. 

The Chairman also stated to you that a Committee 
1a being set up oons1sting ot the Halifax Relief Com~1se1oners 
with Mr. R. w. MoColough, Mr. D. F. Maoisaac and, with your 
conourrenoe, Mr. J. P. Dumareeq, to consider detailed plane tor 
the improvements. 

PUlJLI.., t .. . _. : ... :.:i OF NOVA SCOTIA 
r~; \' ... L .:,'/.., t~ . S. 

Digital copy of 102-5A.327A Clerk's Office Fort Needham Park Commission file provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



CITY COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

CITY HALL 

.~/{ax, A. Y., ........................................................ / !) 

&ct1<acM rom vltena{ej o/ a Jleeun? o/ the ~~ CCoancel o/ the ~~ of ~¥x 
kid on de ................ ............. ... ................................ rlay oj ............................................................. 19 

- 2 -

The Hon. Angus L. MacDonald, who has expressed 
himeelt as most interested 1n our proposal, has very kindly 
agreed to arrange tor Mr. McColough to glve us h1e teohn1cal 
advice, a~d also suggested that Mr. N. v. Jankov, landscape 
advisor to the Provino1al Government, would assist us in preparing 
our plane. 

The Halifax Reller Commteeion is most anxious to 
enaure that th1a Park development shall be a worthy and permanent 
11v1ng memorial to those who lost their 11ves 1n the disaster or 
December 6, 1917. 

Yours very truly, 
Halifax Relief Commission, 

(Sgd) w. E. Tibbs, 
SECRETARY. 

Moved by Alderman Hosterman, seoonded by Alderman 

Breen that the report be approved and that unt11 such t1me as the 

City or Halifax acquires legal title to Fort Needham that leg1e

lat1ve authority be secured to expend runds tor lte maintenance. 

Alderman Dewolf: nThere is always a little string 

attached". 

Alderman Walker: Alf they are go1ng to give us 

th1e land; let them give 1t to us and we will put up working men's 

houses on Fort Heedham. It has good oonneot1one for the people to 

get to work". 

Alderman DeWolt: "I would suggest that after all th1 

properties are sold and after they spend t100,ooo.oo on this proper1 

1r they ehould buJ annuities to take oare or the present pens1onera, 

there should be left not less than 6oo,ooo.ooa. 
Alderman Vaughan: "B1noe 1917 no money has been 

spent tor public parka 1n that district. I would, therefore, take 

muoh pleasure in s1tJ)port1ng th1s motion to expend money ln this 
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FO R 'fRIC MOTION 

Al derman Abbott 
Adams 
Breen 
Burgess 
De Wolf 
Hosterman 
MacDonald 
Redmond 
Vaughan 

-9-

- 7; -.,, 

A true extract, 

AGAINS'l' IT 

Alderman IC1tg 
Walker 

-2-

w. P. Publ1oover, 
CI TY CLERK. 

f~LUC n.-~ '" : • • OF NOVA SCOTIA 
H, 1UrAXJ N. S. ,. 
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Halifax, N. s., 
MaJ 18, 1949. 

A meeting ot the Fort Needham Park Comm1ss1on was 

held on the above date. 

There vere present Hls Worship the Mayor. Chairman; 

Ronaignor Curran, Rev. B. R. Tupper. Mr. Owen R. Lane, 

Mr. A. A. Robertson and Alderman Walker. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Hie Worship the Mayor suggested that Alderman 

Vaughan be appointed Vice-Chairman ot this Commission 

for the enauing year. This vas agreed to. 

HALIFl~ RELIEF COMMISSION 

Read extract from the minutes or a meeting of the 

C1ty Council held on the 12th day or May 1949 respect

ing the proposal or the Ha11tax Rel1et Comm1se1on to 

!finance certain improvements to Fort Needham Park as 

a memorial to those vho lost their lives in the disaster 

or December 6, 1917. 

Monsignor Curran rete?Tec to a meeting held recently 

at the residence of Honorable R. G. Beazley. at which 

time a letter trom the Halitax Reliet Commission was 

read giving particulars of what 1t proposes to do. 

It was agreed that the City C1erk should obtain a 

copy ot this letter and have copies ot same sent to 

each member of the Commission. 

It vae felt that a meeting should be held with the 

members or the Hal1tax Relier Commission and Messrs. 

MaoColough. Maolsaac and Dtmaresq. so that all may 

tully understand Just what is contemplated. June . let. 

at 2:30 P. M. was set as the t1me tor this meeting. 

"F l'O\JA SCOTIA. - \.; ' 
p_,1.1-'-' " 1-'.i.:J\r AA, N. s. ,, 
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Ma7 ·18, 19""9. 

Mr. MacLeod ot the H7dr0stone Horseahoe Club stated 

that a lot bad been acquired on Devonshire Avenue, vh1ch 

requires a considerable amount of till to make 1t suit

able for act1v1t1es and he v1shed to kaov 1t this 

Comm1ss1on would be 1n tavour or letting the Club have 

some ot the surplus till from the Fort Needham Park 

lproJeot. 

Mr. MacLeod was informed that he would have the 

1ru11 co-operation ot this Comm1ss1on, but that he 

should take the matter up 14th the Committee on Works. 

Meeting ad.Journed. 

Gordon s. Kinley, 
MAYOR AND CHAIRKAH • 
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Halifax, N. s., 
May 18, 1949. 

A meeting of the Fort Needham Park Commission was 

held on the above date. 

There were present Hie Worship the Mayor, Chairman; 

Monsignor Curran, Rev. B. R. Tupper, Mr. Owen N. Lane, 

Mr. A. A. Robertson and Alderman Walker. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

His Worship the Mayor suggested that Alderman 

Vaughan be appointed Vice-Chairman of this Commission 

for the ensuing year. This was agreed to. 

HALIFA,'< RELIEF COMMISSION 

Read extract from the minutes of a meeting of the 

City Council held on the 12th day of May 1949 respect

ing the proposal of the Halifax nclief Commission to 

finance certain improvements to Fort Needham Park as 

a memorial to those who lost their lives in the disaster 

of December 6, 1917. 

Monsignor Curran ref erre~ to a meeting held recently 

at the res id.enc e of Honorable R. G. Beazley, at which 

time a letter from t he Halifax Relief Commission was 

read giving particulars of what it proposes to do. 

It was agreed t hat the City Clerk should obtain a 

copy of this letter and have copies of same sent to 

each member of the Commission. 

It was felt that a meeting should be held with the 

members of the Halifax Relief Commission and Messrs. 

MacColough, Macisaac and Dumareoq, so that all may 

fully understand just what is contemplated. June lat, 

at 2:30 P. M. was set as the time for this meeting . 

I· 
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May 18, 1949. 

Mr. MacLeod of the Hydrostone Horseshoe Club stated 

that a lot had been acquired on Devonshire Avenue, which 

requires a considerable amount of fill to make it suit-

able for activities and he wished to know if this 

Commission would be in favour of letting the Club have 

some of the surplus fill from the Fort Needham Park 

project. 

Mr. MacLeod was informed that he would have the 

full co-operation of this Commission, but that he 

should take the matter up with the Committee on Works. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Gordon s. Kinley, 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN. 
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PHONE L 1228 

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION -,. 

w. P. Publicover, 
City Clerk, 
City of Halifax, 
City Hall, 
Cityo 

Dear Sir:-

139 YOUNG STREET 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

October 31, 1949. 

Esq. 

re Mr Harry Levy, 32 Columbus Street. 

The above who lost one of his eyes 

at the time of the Halifax explosion in 1917, when he was 

only seven years old has asked us to recommend him to you 

for permanent employment at Fort Needham Memorial Park when 

you are ready to make such appointments. 

The commission has no hesitation in 

recommending him to you for such an appointment, particular-

ly as he was one of those injured at the time . of the explosion. 

WET/Yo 

truly, Yours very 
Hal if ax R fm5o ission. 

\,.__ A 

,,. 

W. E. TIBBS. 
COMPTROLLER. 
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Major 1. E.T1bbs, 
Comptroller, 
The Halifax Rel1et Comm1se1on, 
139 Young Street, 
B l1tax, • s. 

Dear S1r:-

I acknowledge receipt of your letter 

under date of October 31 , 1949 1 respecting Mr. 

JJarry Levy. 

I shall have same placed before the 

Fort Beedham Park Commission at its next eeting. 

WPP/HW. 

Your very truly, 

• P. fubl1oover, 
OITX OLERI. 
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