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ANNUAL PROVINCIAL EXHIBITION. 

City Hall, January 24th, 1919. 

The City Counoil. 

Gen tlemen :-

The Board of Control submit for the approval of the City Counoil 

the accompanying report from His Worship the Mayor urging the rehab

ilitation of the Annual Provinoial Exhibition. 

Respeotfully submitted, 

Secretary Board of Control. 

-. 
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The City Council. 

Gentlemen: .... 

ANNUAL PROVINCIAL EXHIB!TI~N. 

City Hall, Janua.ry 2l+th, 19l9. 

The Board of Control deem it their immediate and pressing duty to 

report to the City Council on tbe matter of the Annual Provincial Exhi~ 

bition. 

Abouttwarity years ago (Chapter 3, Acts Nova Scotia, lS96),the 

Government of Nova Scotia and the City Council of Halifax mutually decided 

that it was expedient to provide for an annual agricultural and industrial 

Exhibition for the Province, to be held in the City of Halifax, and for 

the establishment and maintenance thereof on the joint account of the 

Provincial Government and the Corporation of the City of Halifax in equal 

parts. 

This Exhibition was established and was held every year with ope 
~ 

exception up to the present time, war conditions having interruptedKor 

the year in which no fair was held. 

In common with almost every other property in the City of Halifax, 

the Exhibition suffered by the explosion of December 6th, 1917, Almost 

every building on the grounds was levelled to the earth, and such of the 

structures as were left standing were rendered unfit for occupancy or 

for perma,nent repair. 

The financial loss, both to the Provincial Government and to the 

City of Hd ifax, has been very great, but has as yet not been accurately 

scheduled. 

The explosion came about through no fault of the Exhibition Commission, 

and that body will use its vest efforts to secure from every or any proper 

source, due ana complete reparation. 

Wh ilst these matters are under consideration in. detail, the broad 

question of rehabilitation requires our most earnest consideraticn. 

The Board of Control is firmly convinced that the reasons enunciated 

inits early days for the establishment of the Annual Exhibition in this 

City are as sound" todayas they were then. 
to 

The Board believes it/be unnecessary to elaborate the advantages of 

the holding of frequent E~~ibitions. Practical demonstrations on both 
~ 

hemispheres have established their world wide~value. 

Digital copy of Halifax City Council Submissions [102-1B.25.27] provided by the Halifax Municipal Archives



. . 
. . - 2 ... 

The Exhibition receives no annual grant of money from either the 

Province or the C1 ty, and when their receipts do not come up to their 

expenditures, the difference is called a deficit. 

The Commission has always been criticized for this deficit,while 

the truth is that the word is merely a misnome~brought about through 

the system of financing. and not because of unforseen eventualities or 

mismahagement. We give no annual subsidy or grant, such as is the custom 

elsewhere. 

The Board is of opinion that the tim~ never existed in the history 

of the Province when the need of an Annual Provincial Exhibition was more 

urgent than the present. The Exhibition must not be looked upon as a 

holiday~aking. The war haa created conditions demanding the utmost zeal 

on the part of our educators in every branch of human endeavor. We must 

use every effort to present before every individual in the Province 

every possible bit of information in our power tending to eduoate our 

people in regard to all our activities, education, mines, fisheries, 

lumber, manufactures, agriculture in its multitude of subdivisions, arts 

and sciences. 

There is no better medium for this than an Annual Provinoial Exhibi-

tien. 

This Board therefore recommends to the City Council that every means 

within their power be taken to reestablish or rehabilitate the Annual 

Provinoial Exhibition in the City of Halifax, and to that end to seek 

the earnest cooperatio~of the Provincial Government. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary Board of Control. 
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RESOLVED that the report of the Boa.rd of Oon,,"ol r68peo\lug th 

~ehab111tat1()n of he' Annual P:rovlnol '1 Exhlbi~1on 'be dopted and th t 

HilJ Ol"shlp the Ua.yor, tbe City Engineer a.nd the City SolicItor' 'be 

appointed a. Oomm! t:tee to aa,l t upon the P:rovlnal 1 Oovernment a.nd lUge 

their oo- op ra.tio .,.1 th the .01 ty in reeatabl1 ahlng the Annual Provin

oial Exhibition 1n the City of Ha.lifax" a.nd lre;port, to the Boa.rd of 

Control tIle mea.ns uggeated for pu:bf:lng the F.xh1b1tton on M aotive 

and ound ba.~ • 
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