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CUILINE OF

SOATEMONT OF Te De ROGERS, Ks Cay CHAIRLE
HALIFAX RELIEF COMIISSION

A8 to policy of rostorztion mude before City Coumeil of Hallfex amd
Povn Comncil of Dartmouth amd other public bodies, June &, 1918.

1. | Por meny reasons beyond the control of the Commission a
general statement of its policy as to rebuilding the destroyed
housos and the restoration of the affected distriet structurally
has had t0 be deferred wntil the prosent moment. The Comaission
was delsyed for many weeks uwaliting settlement of 1ts powers by the
legislature; it them had to sulmit its proposzals to the Federal Gove
erament, vhich Government along with the Imperial Govermment mude
thoe large gronts enabling o moderm and progressive development poss-
ible; it had to cwnit the reports and sdvice of its architeets amd
ongineers, the muking of important contracts for essential roconst-
ruotion miterisls, and 1t folt bound, as far as it reasombly could,
to cseertein the imdividusl wishes of the home owmers likely to be
affected by its proposals. These metters though not fully overtaken
have been sufficlently grappled with to ensble us to take the publie
into our full confidence today. The Mayor has been conferred with
on sever:l occesions, and the Board of Uontrol has been mude aware
of the malin outline of owr policies, :md the Coammisslon has every
recson to hope for the widest cooperstion with ws of the civie aml
other cuthorities concermed =s well aus the public generully.

Ee Under the provisions of the ¢t of Legislature rocently
passed, the Commission has defined the devastated district to
include that portion of the City bounded wostorly by Roble ttrest
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anl Longard Rosd, ensterly by Cambell Moed, mortherly by Leeds
Jtroet {rumning pust mnwmpm;m and southerly by the
Wellington Burracks property and Russell Stroet extension. The
aret e Lbout three mmdred and twemty-five ceross

3s That part of this district lying between North Creighton
8Mut§mmomeumaummtiamhmm-
tieularly subjeet to the Comission's rogulations as to robuilding.
mmm'mmmmmmnsmt
north snd both sides of Gottingen Street from Huat YOung ctreet
northe ts is the Comsission®s ambitlon to male this district
one of the bost residential portioms of the City for persons of
modorate meanse

4. The Commission has scquirved the Fort Needhsm property
containing sbout eight and o helf seres, the Blaciuder property
to the north comtaining over three seres, and 1s proceeding to
expropriate the large veesnt 10t south of Fort Needhom, and

the six blocks on Gottingen Street north of Fort Heedhsm extend-
ing to Duffus Street and esstwardly on this frontage proctically
to Albert Street. On the west side of Gottingon Street 1t is ez-
propriating all the blocks lying detween North Creighton Street
and Gottingen Street und extending fram East Young Street to
Cabot Street. The owners in the expropriated territory have so
far as possible been personslly Interviewed and it is folt that
conparatively fow within these eress will bo unduly disturbed.
Due compensation will of course be made for the land, tho merket
value of which had beem woll estublished and hes been further
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tested by o mmber of purcheses on behall of the Comission. If
the house owmers within this district desire to rebulld they will
be promptly interviewed amd their imdividual wishes be met so fur
as is comsistent with the Commission's general plsn of developmonts
De Albert Street will be reached from Campbell Rozd by an
easy gradiont eithor tirough the military property (negotiations
as to which are proceeding) or from o point on Campbell Road at
the north east corner of the militayy property. . lbert Street
will be widened so as t0 become = leading thoroughfure, snd at
or shout Richmond Street will by an easy grade sscend soross
acadia Strect to Gottingen Stroets There will ulso be o diagonal
street rumning from Campboll Road followlng an sasy gradlent and
passing upon or nesr the Rickmond Bchool property and thonce ac-
ross icedias Square and recching Gottingen Street at the northern
base of Fort Needham. Pending the exact location of these streoty,
on which engineers huove been working for some weels, permmits for
the restoration of bulldings on the few sites likely to be affect-
ed will not be issued. At the point vhere these two streots con-
verge reservations will be made for public bulldings such as
achools and clmrches, and the centralized development ot this
pmwxuhmméfmmmwmqmumumn-
eers and archltectse.

6a The Fort Heedhom property will it is hoped in o large
pert be devoted to park purposes, though considerable lend facing
now Streets which following nutursl contours will onecircle its

‘base will be mude svailable for building pur oses. The City no

doubt will plage in the hands of the Commission the laonds Imown
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a8 Hulgrove Park, icadla Square end othsr City property h‘M
vicinity in exchange for other public proporty devoted to streets
and perise The Commission's work in this respect is City work,
and no differences are anticipated und even so they mmst prove
casy of adjustment. The opportmnity of developing the Fort Hecd-
hom and surrounding property is unigues The Commission trusts
that this eminence will bo retainmed on behalf of the public of
Hellfax as o memorial to those vho lost their lives in the dise
aster and to the coursge, fortitude amd putience of the sufferers
who survived.

7a The Commission will regquire that all buildings lying
betwoen Campbell Roud on the ecst and North Crelghton Street on
the west and Duffus Street on tho north and Russell gtreet on the
south, a districot t0 be kmown a8 "the restrictedl area”, shall be
of firet c¢lass or fireproof construction, and in this wrea, though
as far as possible individual preferences will be respected, the
Commission will insist on such rules amnd regmlations us will lood
to the develogment of the slope on both sides in sccordance with
its plans. Those who desire to rebuild have been conforred with
for some time pest and those who 4o not wish to rebuild will be
. deslt with on a reasonsble besise If they desire to relunild on
particular lots required for other purposes exchanges will be arr-
anged for or decisioms may be postponed pending the further devel-
opment of the Commission's plans. Opportunities of scquiring come
pleted housos will be open t0 the former house Owners.

fe The lands on the west side of GﬁttMn streot will
be doveloped by the construction of a large mumber of houses of
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the lower cost type. These houces cun be acquired by fommer house
owners in that district agninst the sppraised valus of their for-
mor holdings. Other purchuasers affected by the disaster can so-
quire them on the installment plen 0f psgment, and others will be
let at ressonsble remtalse .11 Oowners who cammot be provided with
now houvres during this season will have the first opportunity of
occupying wntil next season the houses which will be erected by
momuunmzeumg,

S It is hoped thet Russell, Kay, Bast Young, Union end
Albert Streots, in fact the whole Richmond sloge, will be develop-
od into s most desiruble residential district. Home owmers in this
district will be got in touch with as quickly as possible ani pro-
visions will be m:de it 1s hoped to thelr general satisfuction for
robuilding. The architocts have completed mary designs for hous-
ing «nd have wier mreparation many move and will vithout delay
let contrscts not only for construction of the imdividuasl houses
ut also o lorge mmber Of teaements. The mmber will only be
limited by the ability to obtain contractors to umdertoke the works
10s The Commission is propured to set aside out of the cupe
ital sum of the Pension Fund the sum of ome million dollurs or more
to be devoted to the bBuilding of moderm tenaments snd soall osmers
mmmmmwmmmmmﬁmmt
of pensions established for the viotims of the disaster. %The
Samission is likevise prepered to expend o sum ss large as may
bjom. possibly snother million dollars, in restoring the
damoged houses of imlividual ownerse Pue allowsnce will be mde
for the fuet that homes camnot be restored for the former murket
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or appraised velue and the disposition of the Commission will be
to ald through its housing problem thoso who would otherwise suf-
fer from the fagt thut their property cammot be restored for the
swms cworded. BEoch of these cages must be dealt with on its met-
its, and greater proportionute consideration must be afforded to
those vhose houses were 0f low cost type.

ile The building materiul for recomstructiom in the spec-
ially restricted ares will be of prossed comcrete mowm us hydro-
stones This moterial is mumufactured unier pressure of seventy
thous:nd pounds, and it must not be confused with the concrete
blocks mow used to some extent in Halifiuxs The blocks can be
faced in the process of manufacture so as to produce variety of
offects OStuceo will also be made use of und it is hoped that
brick will also to some extent for the sake of variety be one of
the materials useds

12. In that portion of the devastated district not included
in the speciclly restricted aren the Commission cummot undertake
to contrel rebuilding operations execpt in sccordance with the
City laws ss heretofore enforeced. If however the City Coumeil
iz of the opinion that there should be further restrictions, the
Conmission will bo glad to meet them in conferemce und come to a
conclusion which will be in the generul best interests. iany of
these houses not in the restricted district =are wmder repulr and
it would be quite impossible to enforee such a development us is
proposed in regurd to the specially restricted aren.

1ie The same remariks apply to the Tovm of Dartmouth and out-
‘lying soctions, the reconstrustion of which areas will contimme
to be largely of wood, but the Commission will =s fur as possible
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endeavor by its advice and coumsel to encourage every reasonsble
improvement in all building operations undertaken. Steps are on
the way towards the rebuilding of many wooden houses throughout
the whole district.

1d. A contraet has been awarded to the lova Scotlia Construct-
ion Company for the manufscture at Hastern Passage of the hydro-
stone in large quuntities. The experts have pronounced the gravel
and sand at that point as of the highest quulity. The necessary
machinery is on the way and when the work d!;.ce begins, construct-
ion will groceed with great rapidity. Arrangements are quickly
developing for the building also of the houses not within the res-
tricted area.

154 The architects are the well Imowm fimm of Messrs. Roas

& HePonzld of Montreal, who have been studying the problem on
behalf of the Commission for many weeks past. The street changes
and gemerzl planning development are proceeding under the adviece
of Thomas Adams of the Commisgion of Conservation, Qttawa, who

hes had sn assistant on the ground for some time. The Comaission
has had the contime:l aid ever since its wppointment of Mre He

Ve Johnston, Ce. E., Assistant City Engineer, whose cooperation

has been of the greatest value. His advice has been freely ad-
opted in the replamming of the devastated area.

16 The new manager of the Recomstruction Department who
will contimue the importent work of repuir asid will cooperate
with the szrchitects and engineers in the Commission's rehousing
plan is Mr. George He Archibald, o native of Nova feotia although

a resident of Toronto and o well kmown engineer and contractor
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in that Oitye. He readered valusble voluntary services to the
City for weeks following the disaster and the Commission feels
it had done well to secure his services ot the present time.
Colonel Low, after six months of the most anduous work carricd
on under great difficulties :nd without remmwration, foels com-
pelled to retire in order personully to supervise the muny large
contraets which huve recently been awsrded to his fime

17. The work of the Commission in other depurtments is mak-
ing due progress but on this occasion it is not Intended to meke
more than o passing referemce to the work of the Hehabilitation
Department unler the competent lesdership of Dr. Cuttem, and
his coadjutors uiu‘?-’im and Hiss Haliburtom. The work is
thoroughly orgenlzed =md the dependents and sufferers are re-
ceiving admimble attention at the hands of most capuble depurt-
mentil heads =nd industrious assistants. |

18. The Comnission once more =ppoals L0 o congiderate
public for cooperztion in its further tasks and more ospecially
in the great work of rebuilding the rulmed housing. The efforts
of the Commission in dealing inmdividunlly with so muny cuses can
only succesi when the people affected realize that there is 2
sincere desire onthe psrt of the Comm@isslon to help them out of
their difriculties and sny person, whether occupylng = publie
position or not, who by word or sct does anything thot tends

to create in the minds of those affected by the disaster u foel-
inz of unsottlement und dissatlsfoction, hampers the Commission
in its work and injures the sufferers znd the commmity at
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