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Chief Commissioner of Police, Canada

i REPLY PLEASE SUOTE

FOLLOWI I% Ottatva, June 14th,1918.

A

Frank Hanrahan Esq.,
Chief Constable,
Hal ifaX, e S ®

Dear Sir,

Re- Riot in Halifax, May 25th.

I beg to acknowledge yours of the 12th
instant, covering rsport regarding the action of the Police in

the recent Halifax riot, and in connection therewith venture to

express the opinion that your Department acted with very capable

judgment or the consegquences micht have been more seriouse.
D S

Yours falthiullg,
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F. HANRAHAN,

CHIEF OF POLICE.

r
-

X

Office of Chief of Police,

t}ﬁ%@éw,udff;f June.17th, 7978

His Worship the Mayor & lembers/
| of the Board of Control,
Halifax, N. S.
Gentlemen:~
Enclosed you will please find letter
from the Chief Commissioner of Police, Canada, ac~-
knowledging my report to him of an earlier date
in connection with the recent Halifax riot.
I am,

Resvype

Encle _ Chief of Police.
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I am enclosing copy of letter received from
the Yepuly Minister of Militia, which speaks for itself.

May I ask for a statement ©f what actually occurred, so that

I may enlighten the Leputy Lkinister of Justice for the

information of the Deputy Minister of Militia.

Yours truly,

P IR e L
F ' " Chief Commissieﬁsr“ﬁf—igizggt——-_—

8
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DEPARTM:NT OF MILITIA 4ND DEFENCE.

Ottawa, May 27, 1916. }Q

Sir.

In the newspaper reports published today
regarding the riots which took place in the City
of Halifax on the night of the 25th instant, there
appears the statement that a sallor and a number
of soldiers who were arrested by the Civil Authori-
ties for breaches of the peace, were set at liberty
and handed over to the Mobe. Such action in the
opinion of this Department, if correct, will, inevit-
ably, lead to the encouragement of mob law and the
breaking down of authority, with the result that the
enforcement of law and order will increasingly devolve
upon the Military Authoritiese

If the report published in the newspaper is corr—
eet, a sulficilent force of troops had been placed at the
disposal of the Civil Authoritiee to resotre and preserve
order, and it is felt that the Civil Authorities shiuld
not have handed over theese prisoners until their cases had
been dispoeed of according to laws It is further pointed
out that the Mayor has made a statement that he considered
the release of these men to have been a wise procedures

My Minister would be much obliged if you would
take the necessary steps to investigate whether these
statements are gorrect, and if found so, to instruct
those concerned that their actions are not approved of
and that the Civil Authorities must take firm and decisive
meagures to punish wroung-doers and maintain law and order.

I have the honour %o be,
3ir,
Your obedient servant,

Surgeon-Generals
Deputy Minister.

The Deputy Minister
Department of Justice,
Ottawa, Onte
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CF' HANRAHAN,
CHIEF OF POLICE.
g

/

Office of Chief of Polite,
Halifors, NS.......3me 1280, 797 &

His Worship the Mayor & Members/
of the Board of Control,
Hﬂimx;N.S.

Gentlemen: -

On June 4th, I received a letter from
the Chief Commissioner of Police, Canada, asking for a
statement from me in respect to the disturbance in
Halifax on the evening of the 2b6th May last and, in
compliance with this request, I have made a report, a
correct copy of which is enclosed for your perusal and,

I trust, your approbation.

I am,
Res y YQ:}}S,
72 &7 P2 2 T

Encl. ~Chief of Police.
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Halifax, N. S., June 12th, 1918,

The Chief Commissioner of Police,
Ottawa,
CANADA.

Dear Sir:-

RE RIOT IN HALIFAX, MAY 25th.

I beg to scknowledge receipt of yours of
the 4th instant, enclosing copy of letter of the 27th
ult. from the Deputy Minister of Militia to the
Deputy Minister of Justice in re the above subjects. I
note from a careful perusal of that letter that the
Deputy Minister of Militia is under a misepprehension
as to the facts, which is the usual result when informa~
tion is obtained from the newspapers instead of from
sources capable of furnishing the facts at first hand.
The fasts connected with this incident are, shortly,
these: On the evening of the 25th May, a sailor by
the name of Smith, & member of the crew of H.M.C.S."Niobe",
entered the preﬁises of a shop known as the "5 & 10 Cent
Store", Barrington Street,this City, and picked up an
article and declined to pay for same. He was drunk
and used obscene language. Thibs occurred on Saturday
evening, when the store in question was crowded. The
proprietor telephoned to the station for a Police Officer,
Cfficer MeDonald left the station for the store in
question and, on the way over, was joined by Polise Officer
Eisenhaur. The officers entered the store and were
satisfied in merely removing the sailor from the premises,
as there has been, especially since the war, the disposi-~

tion on the part of the police to deal leniently with the
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members of the Military and Naval forces, who may be
committing minor offénces as the result of too much
drink. In this case, however, the sailor, aftef
being removed from the premises, continued along Barrington
Street, the most prominent thoroughfare in this City and
used the filthiest kind of language. These officers
then took him into custodye. On removing him to the
station, some soldiers interfered with the police and at-
tempted to rescue this prisoner. Later, a crowd of
people gathered afound the City Hail, including many
soldiers and sailorg, somé of the former being returned
men and made a threatening demonstration. They demanded
the release of the sailor and the soldiers, who were also
taken into custody for interfering with the police. Upon
this being refused, they broke the glass in the City Hall,
discharged revolver shots through the window of my'private
office, upset a private automobile on Argyle Street, ob-
tained gasoline therefrom and attempted to set fire to the
City Hall building at its Argyle Street entrance; also
destroyed one thousand feet of hose, the prop?rty of the
Halifax Fire Department, which was summoned

; also injured a comple of firemen and
pclicemen. Finaily, they broke into the patrol house,
wrecked an automobile stored there and removed the patrol
waggon, taking it down to the Market Wharf and threw it
overbosrd. At this timé,(about 9 P.M.), I personsally
telephoned to Military Headquarters asking for assistance.
I could not get in touch with any superior officer. I
was referred to the Assistant Provost Marshall. I called
his office and could not get in touch with him. I then

was referred to the Citadel. I called up the Citadel and
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and it was there suggested that I had better communicate
with Colonel Thompsone. In the meantime, my deputy was
endeavoring to get the Naval Department on the phone by
calling H.M.C.S. "Niobe." ‘ I then left the station to

go outside to observe conditions on the street. Jtemy

Showpson. About ten o'clock, a small detachment of in-

fantry arrived. They were of little service, as in some
instances, the rioters took the bayonets out of the rifles
of the soldiery. About eleven ofclock, a Naval picket
arrived, and rendered good service. The Master-at-Arms

of the "Niobe" came in and asked me to hand over the naval
prisoner to him, and, later, a military officer asked me

to hand the soldier prisoners over to hié custody, which
officers undertook to have their prisoners in Court on the
following Monday morning, May 27th. I hended these

prisoners over to these officers and not to the mob. In

doing this, I had followed out the practice which had pre-
vailed singe the beginning of the-war, namely, to hand all
military and naval men over to their superior officers in
cases where they were charged with what would ordinarily be
trifling offenoes.‘. I would also like to call to your ate
tention that theée‘officers are by provision of the Criminal
Code of Canada defined and given the status of"publiec officers.
I, therefore, considered that these persons were in the
custody for the time being of peace officers or, at any rate,
individuals who are under legal obligation to preserve the
King's peace. On the subsequent Monday morhing, the
naval prisoner Smith came into Court, pleaded guilty and his
case was disposed of. The military prisoners were pro-

ceceded against, committed for trial on the charge of tsking
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part in sn unlawful assembly, and melicious demage to
property and are now awaiting the action of a superior

Courte.

I wish also to point outrfhat by Statute,
our police force of all renks numbers fifty-four, which
included forty-three privates, six serpeants, two detectives,
a City marshall, a Deputy Chief ané a Chief of Police. I
have been for some time eight men short of my complement of
privates. On the night in question, I had only available
for patrol duty for the City of Halifax fourteen patroi
men . My bdth detectives were out of town on official busi-
ness. In the station, on this occasion, I had only for
the purpose of resisting this attack and dealing with this
assembly of thousands of people eight police officers, in-
cluding myself and Deputye. For the first hour of the
attack, I only'héd five, including the Deputy and myself.
It must be remembered that, since the war, conditions in
this City have been‘abnormal. We have a considerable
transient population, made up of soldiers going to the front,
returning from the front and also have of necessity the
presence in thig City of British, American and French sailorse.
The numerical] strength of the Police department has not kept
pace with the development of these conditions, and, since the
enforcement of "The Military Service Act", a number of young

men have been obliged to laave this department and join the

force.

Exercising my best judgment, I deemed it ex~
tremely imprudent to have used fire arms on the occasion, con-
sidering the handful of men I had at my disposal and fully

mindful of the fact that firing by the police would probably
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have provoked retaliation on the part of the orowd,
resulting in bloodshed and the killing, possibly, of

g number of innocent citizens, who were merely curious
on-lookerso, I think I have given you a candid and
accurate statement of the faets surrounding this incident
and I shall be only too happy to furnish you with any

further informetion desired.

I am,

Respect

ly yours,

V4
;442;%¢4%.2¢”V’

CHIEF OF POLICE,

" 46

#23

Halifax, N.S.
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RIOT MAY 25%h.1918,
City Hall, June 18%h, 1918
The City Couneil.
Gentlemant~
The Board of Control beg %o submit Nerewith
for the information of the City Counelil correspondence
between the Chlef of Police and the Chief | Commissioner
of Pollioe, Oananda relating to the Rios which ocoured
in Halifax, on Saturday evening, May 25th, 1918,
Respectfully submitsed,

> 5 ~ & o W =
3:\ Oing-a  IAAATASE O
A

Sedretary Board of Contrel.
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