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Frank Hanrahan Esq.,
Chief Constable,

Ha.Iifax, 1J. S.

Dear Sir, •...

Re- Riot in Halifax, }._a~T25th.

I beg to acknowledge yours of the 12th

instant, e over i.ne r epor t r egar dt nr- t he action of the Police in

the recent Halifax riot, and. jn con ne ct t on therewith ven t nr e to

e xpre e s the opinion t hs.t your Depar t nent acted 7V;th very c apa bl.e

judgment or t he cons eque nc es mt zbt ha ve been more s or i ous ,

Yours faithfully,

Cht e f Comm i ssi~:f Police.
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f. HANRA,HAN.

CHI~F or POLICE.

I

Q&ffice of ({bit! of ~olicet

JIt:¥~1J((g:....J.un.e 17.th., 1.9/8

His Worship the Mayor & I\1embers/
of the Board of Control,

Halifax, :N. S.

Gentlemen:-
Enclosed you will please find letter

from the Chief Commissioner of Police, Canada, ac-
knowledging my report to him of an earlier date
in connection with the recent Halifax riot.

I am,

Encl. Chief of Police.
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bid (ommt~~tontt of \loUtt, ~anaba

Qj)t!awa,- : June 4.th.,.L9LB..t... .

Re- Riots
I am enclosing copy of letter received fro

the ~eluty Winister of1ilitia, ~hich speaks for itself.
May I ask for a statement of wha t actually occurred, so that
I may enlighten the ~eputy kinister of Justice for the
information of the Deputy ~inister of Iilitia.

Yours trul ,

Chief Co~miss~ of ~olice.
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Ottawa, May 27. 1918.
,,

Sir,

In the newspaper report publi hed today
regardina the riots which took place in the Ct ty
of Hal1fax on the night of the 25th in tu-ot. there
ap are the statement that a sailor and a number
of eoldie:r' who ere al're ·ted by t.he CivU Authori'"
ties fOI' bl'eaOhes ot the peace, were eet at Hberty
and handed over to the Mob. Suoh aotion in the
op1nioD of this Department, if oorrect , will, 1Q6vit-
ably, lE;a.dto the ancoura mellt of mob law und the
breaking down of author1ty. with the result that the
enforcement of law and order will increa l~glydevolve
upon the llilitary Authorltie •

If th(; report publ1shed iD thL newspaper ie oorr-
ot t a. eu' fioient foroe of troops had been plaoed at the

disposal of the 01v1.l Authorttie to reGotre and presarvs
order. Hind it 1 felt that the Oivil Authorities ah uld,
not have haoded over these prisoners until their cases had
been dispo ad of accOl"dln6 to lane It ia further poInted
out that th 'ai/orMS ma.de a stet :roont that h con Idercd
the rel aee of thElt,e men to have been a \lis pa-ocedure ,

MY Minister would be much obliged if you would
take the necessary steps to love tiuate whot~er the e
statements are correot, and if found aa, to instruct
these ccncezued toot their aotions are not a'.Jproved of
and t~~t the Civil Authorities mast tal\e firm and deoisive
mcasures to punish ron doers a.ndmaintain la~land order.

I have the honour to bc,
Slr,

Your obedient salven t

Surgeon-General.
Deputy 'lnister.

The Deputy Minister
Departcent of .Tu tice,

otta:..at Ont.
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t. HANRAHAN.

CHIEF!' 01'" POLICE.
i}.I

t·
<!&ffice of ctCbid of ~olict,

~¥1/,A~9.;'.. ..June ..12.th.t 191 8

His Worship the Mayor & Members/
of the Board of Control,

Hal i fax, N. S.
Gentlemen:-

On June 4th, I received a letter from
the Chief Commissioner of Police, Canada, asking for a
statement from me in respect to the disturbance in
Halifax on the evening of the 25th May last and, in
compliance with this request, I have made a report, a
correct copy of whicij is enclosed for your perusal and,
I trust, your approbation.

I am,

Encl. .- Chief of Police.
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Halifax, N. S., June 12th! 1918.

The Chief Commissioner of Policet

ottawa!!
CANADA ••

Dear Sir:'"
lIE RIOT IN HALIFAX, MAY 25th.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours of
the 4th instant, enclosing copy of letter of the 27th
ult. from the Deputy Minister of Militia to the
Deputy Minister of Justice in re the above subject. I
note from a careful perusal of that letter that the
Deputy Minister of Militia is under a misapprehension
as to the facts, which is the usual result when informa~
tion is obtained from the newspapers instead of from
sources capable of furnishing the facts at first hand.
The facts connected with this incident are, shortly,
these: On the evening of the 25th May, a sailor by
the name of Smith. a member of the crew of H.M.C.S."Niobe",
entered the premises of a shop known as the "5 & 10 Cent
Store", Barrington Street,this City, and picked up an
article and declined to pay for same. He was drunk
ano used obscene language. ThmB occurred on Saturday
evening, when the store in question was crowded. The
proprietor telephoned to the station for a Police Officer.
Officer McDonald left the station for the store in
question and, on the way over, was joined by Polioe Officer
Eisenhaur. The officers entered the store and were
satisfied in merely removing the sailor from the premises,
as there has been, especially since the war, the disposi-
tion on the part of the police to deal leniently with the
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2 ..,.

members of the Military and Naval forces, who may be
committing minor offences as the result of too much
drink. In this case, however. the sailor, after
bein~ removed from the premises, continued along Barringtono

street, the most prominent thoroughfare in this City and
used the filthiest kind of language. These officers
then took him into custody. On removing him to the
station, some soldiers interfered with the police and at~
tempted to rescue this prisoner. Later, a crowd of
people gathered around the City Hall, including many
soldiers and sailors, some of the former being returned
men and made a threatening demonstration. They demanded
the release of the sailor and the soldiers, who were also
taken into custody for interfering with the police. Upon
this being refused, they broke the glass in th'e City Hall,
discharged revolver shots through the window of my private
office, upset a private automobile on Argyle street, ob-
tained gasoline there from and attempted to set fire to the
City Hall building at its Argyle street entrance; also
destroyed one thousand feet of hose, the property of the

I~Halifax Fire Department, which was summoned ~ Q V.QW ~

__~~~,; also injured a oo~ple of firemen and
po l.i cemen , FinallYt they broke into the patrol house,
wrecked an automobile stored there and removed the patrol
waggon, taking it down to the Market Wharf and threw it
overboard. At this time,(about 9 P.M.}, I personally
telephoned to Military Hea~quarters asking for assistance.
I could not get in touch with any superior officer. I
was referred to the,Assistant Provost Marshall. I called
his office and could not get in touch with him. I then
waS referred to the Citadel. I called up the Citadel and
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and it was there suggested that I had better communicate
with Colonel Phompson. IDnthe meantime 1 my deputy was
endeavoring to get the Naval Department on the phone by

\

calling H.M.C.S. "Niobe." I then left the station to
go outside to observe conditions on the street.

~. About ten olclock, a small detachment of in-
fantry arrived. They were of little service. as in some
instances, the rioters took the bayonets out of the rifles
of the soldiery. About eleven oTclock, a Naval picket
arrived, and rendered good service. The Master-at-Arms
of the TfNiobe,"came in and asked me to hand over the naval
prisoner to him, and, later, a military officer asked me
to hand the soldier prisoners over to his custody, which
officers undertook to have their prisoners in Court on the
following Monday morning, May 27th. I handed these
prisoners over to these offioers and not to the mob. In
doing this, I had followed out the practice which had pre~
vailed since the beginning of the war, namely, to hand all
military and naval men over to their superior officers in
cases where they were charged with what would ordinarily be
trifling offences. I would also like to call to your ate
tention that these officers are by provision of the Criminal
Code of Canada defined and given the status of"public officers.'
I, therefore, considered that these persons were in the
custody for the time being of peace officers or, at any rate,
individuals who are under legal Obligation to preserve the
King's peace. On the subsequent Monday morning, the
naval prisoner Smith came into Court, pleaded guilty and his
case was disposed of. The military prisoners were pro~
ceeded' against, oommttted for trial on the charge of taking
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part in an unlawful assembly, and malicious damage to
property and are now awaiting the action of a superior
Court.

I wish also to point out that by Statute"
our police force of all ranks numbers fifty-four, which
includes forty-three privates, six sergeants, two detectives,
a City marshall, a Deputy Chief and a Chief of POlice. I
have been for aoms time eight men short of my complement of
privates. Oln the night in question, I had only available
for patrol duty for the City of Halifax fourteen patrol
men. My both detectives were out of town on official busi-
ness. In the station, on this occasion, I had only for
the purpose of resisting this attack and dealing with this
assembly of thousands of people eight police officers, in-
cluding myself and Deputy. For the first hour of the
attack, I only had five, including the Deputy and myself.
It must be remembered that, since the war, conditions in
this City have been abnormal. We have a considerable
transient population, made up of soldiers going to the front,
returning from the front and also have of neoessity the
presence in this City of British, American and Frenchsa:i Lor s,
The numerical strength of the Police department has not kept
pace with the development of these conditions, and,since the
enforoement of "The Military Service Act", a number of young
men have been obliged to leave this department and join the
foroe.

Exeroising my best jUdgment. I deemed it ex-
tremely imprudent to have used fire arms on the ocoasion, oon-
sidering the handful of men I had at my disposal and fully
mindful of the fact that firing by the police would probably
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have provoked retaliation on the part of the orowd,
resulting in bloodshed and the killing, possibly, of
a number of innooent oitizens, who were merely ourious
on-lookerso I think I have given you a oandid and
ac curatie statement of the faots surround.ing this inoident
and I shall be only too happy to furnish you with any
further information desired.

I am,
yours,

CHIEF OF POLICE,
Halifax, N.S.
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