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Accessibility Advisory Committee
Minutes
January 19, 2026
1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m. and acknowledged that the meeting took place in the
traditional and ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people, and that we are all treaty people.

1.1 Annual Election of Chair

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant called for nominations for the position of Chair of the
Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Councillor White

THAT Rachele Manett be nominated Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.
Rachele Manett was declared the successful nominee.

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Councillor White

THAT Rachele Manett be appointed Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.
MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

Rachele Manett was declared the Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

Rachele Manett assumed the Chair.

1.2 Annual Election of Vice Chair

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant called for nominations for the position of Vice Chair of the
Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOVED by Rachele Manett, seconded by Councillor Purdy

THAT Nikolas Harris be nominated Vice Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.
Nikolas Harris was declared the successful nominee.

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Councillor Purdy

THAT Nikolas Harris be appointed Vice Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.
MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

Nikolas Harris was declared the Vice Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

1.3 Annual Election of Representative to ATAC

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant called for nominations for the position of Active Transportation
Advisory Committee Representative of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOVED by Céline Vautour, seconded by Rachele Manett

THAT Glenn Babcock be nominated Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of
the Accessibility Advisory Committee.
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Glenn Babcock was declared the successful nominee.

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Nikolas Harris

THAT Glenn Babcock be appointed Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of
the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

Glenn Babcock was declared the Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of the
Accessibility Advisory Committee.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - November 17, 2025

MOVED by Councillor Purdy, seconded by Councillor St-Amand

THAT the minutes of November 17, 2025 be approved as circulated.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

3. APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
Additions: None

Deletions: None

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Councillor Purdy

THAT the agenda be approved as presented.

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant responded to questions of clarification from the Committee
regarding general correspondence.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.
Later in the meeting, the following was deferred to the February 23, 2026 meeting of the Accessibility
Advisory Committee:

e Item 9.1.3 2026 Town Hall Planning
e |tem 9.1.4 Discussion of 2026 Work Plan

4. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES - NONE

5. CALL FOR DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS — NONE
6. CONSIDERATION OF DEFERRED BUSINESS — NONE

7. CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS

7.1 Correspondence — None

7.2 Petitions — None

7.3 Presentation — None

8. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD - NONE

9. REPORTS/DISCUSSION
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9.1 STAFF
9.1.1 Almon Street Active Transportation Extension

The following was before the Committee:
o Staff presentation dated January 19, 2026

Garret Donaher, Transportation Engineer, Viaris Engineering Inc. gave a presentation, seeking feedback
on the proposed designs.

Donaher, Mark Nener, Supervisor, Active Transportation Planning and Katherine MacLellan, Active
Transportation Planner responded to questions of clarification from the Committee.

The Committee provided the following feedback:

The potential drawbacks of using tactical materials for bike lanes;

The limits of traffic assessments when determining design impacts;

The potential for a left turn on Bloomfield Street with priority for cycling;

The benefits of a protected bike lane on Agricola Street;

The potential impacts of the proposed designs to Halifax Transit routes;

Accessible considerations as they relate to universal design;

The problematic nature of angled crosswalks;

The benefits of the current left turn from Agricola to Almon Street;

Concern that eliminating the left turn from Robie onto Almon Street would increase congestion
and cause issues considering the amount of high density residential buildings in the area; and
e The potential impacts to traffic congestion on Gottingen Street.

9.1.2 Request for Feedback on Committee Member Experience

Cathy Collett, Senior Policy Advisor spoke to Phase 2 of Halifax Regional Municipality’s ongoing
Governance Review, seeking feedback on Committee member experience and responded to questions of
clarification from the Committee.

The Committee spoke to their effective working relationship with the Clerk’s Office and the strong
leadership qualities by the Chair and Vice Chair.

The Committee identified the following as areas to improve upon:

e Lack of engagement with members of the public and the public’s lack of knowledge regarding the
Committee’s mandate;

e Members’ hesitation in raising controversial topics with staff presenters;

e The potential role for Councillors and corporate communications to increase public awareness of
the Committee;

e Issues encountered when wanting to make recommendations to the Executive Standing
Committee but not wanting to duplicate staff work;

e Lack of engagement with Budget Committee;

e The need for staff presenters seeking feedback on concept designs to inform the Committee of
how their feedback was incorporated into the project’s final design and concerns feedback was
sought only to satisfy a formal requirement;

e The benefits of receiving further background and details of proposed designs before receiving a
presentation;

e Accessibility concerns regarding barriers of entry to the Committee itself and role of Chair and
Vice Chair (e.g. time commitment and lack of monetary compensation);

e The limitations of minutes being captured at a high-level versus verbatim;

e The need for the Committee to drive genuine and tangible change regarding accessibility within
the Halifax Regional Municipality; and
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e The effects of volunteer fatigue on members and the possibility of members receiving an
honorarium which is done provincially.

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant responded to questions of clarification from the Committee.

As set out in section 34 of Administrative Order One, Respecting the Procedures of the Council, a motion
was required to extend the time of the meeting.

MOVED by Councillor Purdy, seconded by Councillor St-Amand

THAT Accessibility Advisory Committee extend the time of the meeting past 6:00 p.m.
MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

9.1.3 2026 Town Hall Planning

This matter was deferred; refer to the Order of Business.

9.1.4 Discussion of 2026 Work Plan

The following was before the Committee:
e Approved Accessibility Advisory Committee 2023 Work Plan

This matter was deferred; refer to the Order of Business.
10. ADDED ITEMS - NONE

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - February 23, 2026
12. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m.

Elizabeth Macdonald
Legislative Assistant



