
 
 

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

February 23, 2026 
 

 
PRESENT: Rachele Manett, Chair  
 Nikolas Harris, Vice Chair  
 Councillor Trish Purdy 
 Councillor Laura White 
 Councillor Jean St-Amand 
 Glenn Babcock 
 Anne Sinclair 
 Jamil Sinno 
 Cathi Stevenson 
 Céline Vautour 
 
 
REGRETS: Oliver Keith 
 
 
STAFF: Melissa Myers, Accessibility Advisor 
 Morgane Evans, Coordinator Accessibility Community Outreach and 

Research 
 Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant  
 
 
 
 
 

The following does not represent a verbatim record of the proceedings of this meeting. 
 

The agenda, reports, supporting documents, and information items circulated are online at halifax.ca. 

http://www.halifax.ca/
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m. and acknowledged that the meeting took place in the 
traditional and ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people, and that we are all treaty people.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 19, 2026 
 
MOVED by Councillor White, seconded by Councillor St-Amand 
 
THAT the minutes of January 19, 2026 be approved as circulated. 
 
MOTION PUT AND PASSED.  
 
3. APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS 
 
Additions: None 

 
Deletions: None  
 
MOVED by Councillor White, seconded by Céline Vautour 
 
THAT the agenda be approved as presented. 
 
MOTION PUT AND PASSED. 
 
Later in the meeting, the following was deferred to the March 23, 2026 meeting of the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee: 

• Item 9.1.3 Discussion of 2026 Work Plan 
• Item 9.2.1 Regional Council Update 

 
4. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES – NONE 
 
5. CALL FOR DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS – NONE  
 
6. CONSIDERATION OF DEFERRED BUSINESS – NONE  
 
7. CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS  
7.1 Correspondence – None 
7.2 Petitions – None 
7.3 Presentations – None 
 
8. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD – NONE 
 
9. REPORTS/DISCUSSION 
9.1 STAFF 
9.1.1 2026 Town Hall Planning 
 
Melissa Myers, Accessibility Advisor spoke to the 2026 Accessibility Advisory Committee Town Hall. 
Myers asked the Committee select a date for the Town Hall and specify which elements of the 2025 Town 
Hall they wanted to retain and which they propose to modify. 
 
The Committee discussed the possibility of holding the Town Hall in October and identified the following 
as possible dates: 

• Afternoon of Sunday, October 4 
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• Evening of Tuesday, October 6 
• Afternoon of Sunday, October 18 
• Evening of Thursday, October 22 

 
The Committee discussed exploring a venue change, suggesting: 

• Nova Scotia Community College Ivany Campus; 
• Spatz Theatre at Citadel High School; 
• The Seton Auditorium at Mount Saint Vincent University; 
• The Alderney Landing Theatre; 
• St. Andrew’s United Church; and 
• The Shearwater Yacht Club. 

 
The Committee expressed interest in implementing several changes, including opening booths before 
and after the panel discussion, increasing the number of booths, incorporating representation from local 
advocacy groups, adding a booth focused on food insecurity, removing time limits for audience questions, 
hosting satellite locations connected to the main event, providing a shuttle service to improve 
transportation access; and eliminating the requirement for panelists to deliver five-minute Business Unit 
updates. 
 
Myers spoke to the challenges of finding a suitable venue to host hybrid meetings, the use of satellite 
locations at past Town Halls and responded to questions of clarification from the Committee. 
 
The Committee noted the benefit of continuing to have representation from the Province of Nova Scotia at 
the event and the benefits of Paul O’Regan Hall as a venue due to its ability to host hybrid meetings and 
its accessibility by public transport.  
 
9.1.2 Argyle Street: Year-Round Pedestrian Zone 
 
The following was before the Committee: 

• Staff presentation dated February 23, 2026 
 
Katherine Peck, Landscape Architect gave a presentation, seeking feedback and responded to questions 
of clarification from the Committee. 
 
The Committee noted several considerations, including the drawbacks associated with cobblestones on 
Argyle Street, inadequate crosswalk infrastructure in the area, and potential challenges related to 
business deliveries and waste collection. Members emphasized the importance of consulting with and 
gathering feedback from business owners and staff, as well as securing a substantial volume of input 
from the broader community to ensure the project was adequately informed and funded. The Committee 
noted the need to maintain the current number of accessible parking spaces on Argyle Street and ensure 
accessibility at designated drop-off points. Additional considerations included how micromobility would 
function within a year-round pedestrian zone; whether increased traffic signage may be required; and the 
importance of consulting with organizations that regularly host events at the Halifax Convention Centre, 
as well as with Discover Halifax. The Committee also identified the heavy activity and congestion at the 
Sackville Street and Argyle Street intersection as an area requiring attention, alongside broader 
pedestrian safety measures, visibility concerns during winter conditions, the challenges textured 
roadways and sidewalks pose for residents using mobility aids, and the number of physical obstructions 
on Argyle Street, such as benches. 
 
Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant responded to questions of clarification from the Committee. 
 
9.1.3 Discussion of 2026 Work Plan  
 
The following was before the Committee: 
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• Approved Accessibility Advisory Committee 2023 Work Plan 
• Handout dated February 23, 2026 

 
This matter was deferred; refer to the Order of Business. 
 
9.2 COMMITTEE MEMBER UPDATES 
9.2.1 Regional Council Update 
 
This matter was deferred; refer to the Order of Business. 
 
10. ADDED ITEMS – NONE  
 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – March 23, 2026 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Macdonald 
Legislative Assistant 

 


