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Request for Board of Police Commissioners Consideration 

x Agenda Item 
(Submitted to Municipal 
Clerk’s Office by Noon the 
Wednesday prior to the 
meeting) 

 Added Item 
(Submitted to Municipal 
Clerk’s Office by Noon at 
least one working day prior 
to meeting) 
 

 Request from the Floor 

Date of Meeting:  March 2, 2026 

Subject:  Motion to learn what steps were taken to have HRP take on a new policing 
responsibility by participating in the federal gun buy back program.  

Motion for Board of Police Commissioners for the Halifax Regional Municipality to Consider: 
 
 

1. That the Board of Police Commissioners for the Halifax Regional Municipality direct the Chair 
of the Board the Chair of the Board of Police Commissioners, on behalf of the Board of Police 
Commissioners, send a letter to the Halifax Regional Municipality’s Chief Administrative 
Officer requesting further information regarding the Municipality’s involvement in the federal 
gun buy-back program, with such information to include a description of  the research 
undertaken by the municipality in preparation to make the decision to participate and the risk 
factors the Municipality believes would be associated with both its continued participation in, 
and its termination from, the federal gun buy-back program.   

 

Reason:  
Keeping policing costs down, the Board should be looking at removing police functions rather then add to them, 
further straining the resources. The public is asking to lower policing costs and focus on local policing issues.  
 
Protecting HRP officers mental and physical health, by not over working officers who are already stressed and 
burned out.  Increased overtime is a risk factor for burnout on officers, which can lead to sick time, mental and 
physical issues.  
 
Loss of public trust in police, due to, the following; 
 
Lack of engaging directly with those most affected by the law and decision. The federal government did not 
engage legal gun owners in the process, Halifax council did not, and HRP did not.   
 
Definition of Marginalized (Oxford Dictionary) 
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(of a person or group) prevented from participating fully in social, economic and political life because of a 
lack of access to rights, resources and opportunities 
 
Going after a marginalized group in society. Firearms owners are now the largest marginalized group in Canada. 
Loss of rights privileges and freedoms that are afforded all other Canadians.  
 
Provinces and territories have opted out because they want their police resources focused on criminals and 
criminal activity at the local and regional level.  
 
This is federal law and the federal government can and has allotted resources to deal with this matter. No need to 
duplicate it using our limited resources.  
 

Outcome Sought: pull out of the program and reduce the strain on our policing service focusing 
on local policing issues.  
 
 
 
 

Commissioner 
Brian Carter 

 

 


