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1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In the absence of a Chair and Vice Chair, Bianca Marzan, Acting Chair called the meeting to order at 5:30
p.m. and acknowledged that the meeting took place in the traditional and ancestral territory of the
Mi'kmaq people, and that we are all treaty people.

1.1 Annual Election of Chair

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant called for nominations for the position of Chair of the Youth
Advisory Committee.

MOVED by Damini Awoyiga, seconded by Hania Al

THAT Damini Awoyiga be nominated Chair of the Youth Advisory Committee.

Damini Awoyiga was declared the successful nominee.

MOVED by Mitchell Slauenwhite, seconded by Alexis Wolfe

THAT Damini Awoyiga be appointed Chair of the Youth Advisory Committee.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

Damini Awoyiga was declared the Chair of the Youth Advisory Committee,

Damini Awoyiga assumed the Chair.

1.2 Annual Election of Vice Chair

Damini Awoyiga called for nominations for the position of Vice Chair of the Youth Advisory Committee.
MOVED by Mitchell Slauenwhite, seconded by Benjamin Amusan

THAT Mitchell Slauenwhite be nominated Vice Chair of the Youth Advisory Committee.
Mitchell Slauenwhite was declared the successful nominee.

MOVED by Hania Ali, seconded by Alexis Wolfe

THAT Mitchell Slauenwhite be appointed Vice Chair of the Youth Advisory Committee.
MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

Mitchell Slauenwhite was declared the Vice Chair of the Youth Advisory Committee.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - April 16, 2026

MOVED by Hania Ali, seconded by Alexis Wolfe

THAT the minutes of April 16, 2026 be approved as circulated.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

3. APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
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Additions: None

Deletions: None

MOVED by Mitchell Slauenwhite, seconded by Benjamin Amusan

THAT the agenda be approved as presented.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

4. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES - NONE

5. CALL FOR DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS — NONE
6. CONSIDERATION OF DEFERRED BUSINESS — NONE

7. CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS
7.1 Correspondence — None

7.2 Petitions — None

7.3 Presentations — None

8. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD - NONE

9. REPORTS/DISCUSSION
9.1 STAFF
9.1.1 Request for Feedback on Committee Member Experience

Cathy Collett, Senior Policy Advisor spoke to Phase 2 of Halifax Regional Municipality’s ongoing
Governance Review, seeking feedback on Committee member experience and responded to questions of
clarification from the Committee.

The Committee noted the benefits of the Committee providing volunteer hours to youth, fostering
connections among youth within the Municipality, and the value of the Committee’s structured
procedures. Members also identified areas for improvement, including strengthening the public’s
awareness of the Committee’s work, stronger connections with Regional Council, and a more thorough
understanding of the Committee’s purpose and function.

9.1.2 Discussion of Work Plan

The following was before the Committee:
e Approved 2025/26 Youth Advisory Committee Work Plan

The Committee discussed the Approved 2025/26 Youth Advisory Committee Work Plan and noted an
interest in the following:
e Increased community outreach;
Posting to the @hfxnextgen Instagram account following a presentation to the Committee;
Making recommendations to the Executive Standing Committee;
Identifying barriers in fulfilling the goals outlined in the Work Plan;
Connecting with members of Regional Council;
Committee members attending the next Halifax Volunteer Conference;
Learning about food insecurity in the Municipality with a particular focus on food bank usage at
universities;
e The impacts of cuts to arts and culture funding to community health and wellness;
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The importance of youth staying active after high school;

Inadequate bike lanes in the Municipality and active transportation options for youth;
Attending or hosting a workshop on the topic of personal financial skills;

Issues of youth loneliness and isolation in rural communities;

Holding a Town Hall event; and

Sharing findings on social media from the Youth Services Plan.

The Committee identified three key priorities to include in their 2026/27 Work Plan: 1) Health and
wellness, 2) Lifelong skill development with an emphasis on volunteer supports and 3) Outreach and
engagement, internally with Regional Council and externally through social media. The Committee noted
plans to approve a 2026/27 Youth Advisory Committee Work Plan at their October meeting.

Olivia Davis, Community Developer and Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant responded to
questions of clarification from the Committee.

10. ADDED ITEMS - NONE
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - September 17, 2026
12. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:23 p.m.

Elizabeth Macdonald
Legislative Assistant



