HALIFAX

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES
June 15, 2026

PRESENT: Rachele Manett, Chair
Councillor Trish Purdy
Councillor Laura White
Councillor Jean St-Amand
Geoff Hurst
Regan Oliver
Jorge Saldafa
Anne Sinclair

OTHERS PRESENT: Councillor Janet Steele
REGRETS: Nikolas Harris, Vice Chair
Jamil Sinno

Cathi Stevenson

STAFF: Melissa Myers, Accessibility Advisor
Morgane Evans, Coordinator Accessibility Community Outreach and
Research

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant

These minutes are considered draft and will require approval by the Accessibility Advisory Committee at a
future meeting.

The following does not represent a verbatim record of the proceedings of this meeting.

The agenda, reports, supporting documents, and information items circulated are online at halifax.ca.


http://www.halifax.ca/
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. and acknowledged that the meeting took place in the
traditional and ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people, and that we are all treaty people.

1.1 Annual Election of Representative to ATAC

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant called for nominations for the position of Active Transportation
Advisory Committee Representative of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOVED by Rachele Manett, seconded by Councillor St-Amand

THAT Rachele Manett be nominated Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of
the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

Rachele Manett was declared the successful nominee.
MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Jorge Saldafia

THAT Rachele Manett be appointed Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of
the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

Rachele Manett was declared the Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of the
Accessibility Advisory Committee.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — May 25, 2026

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Anne Sinclair

THAT the minutes of May 25, 2026 be approved as circulated.
MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

3. APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
Additions: None

Deletions: None

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Jorge Saldafia

THAT the agenda be approved as presented.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

4. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES - NONE

5. CALL FOR DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS — NONE
6. CONSIDERATION OF DEFERRED BUSINESS — NONE

7. CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS
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7.1 Correspondence — None

7.2 Petitions — None

7.3 Presentation — None

8. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD - NONE

9. REPORTS/DISCUSSION
9.1 STAFF
9.1.1 Suburban Plan: Presentation and Engagement Session

The following was before the Committee:
o Staff presentation dated June 15, 2026

Aidan MacFarlane, Planner Il and Telina Delby, Planner Il gave a presentation and responded to
questions of clarification from the Committee.

The Committee noted the importance of taking a holistic approach to accessibility, as well as the value of
engaging with queer and transgender communities. Members also highlighted the benefits of exceeding
minimum accessibility code requirements and discussed the interaction between building codes and land-
use by-laws.

The Committee requested the Legislative Assistant connect Committee members interested in being
added to the newsletter with staff.

9.1.2 Bus Stop Accessibility

The following was before the Committee:
o Staff presentation dated June 15, 2026, revised June 15, 2026

Erin Allison, Supervisor, Transit Infrastructure and Phil Nickerson, Supervisor, Design Engineering gave a
presentation and responded to questions of clarification from the Committee.

The Committee noted the importance of ensuring all bus stops included seating to be considered
accessible. Concerns were raised regarding the lack of guardrails at the bus stop on Caldwell Road
opposite Kaleigh Drive. Members also discussed the potential for adding more designated smoking areas
to prevent smoking in bus shelters, and the challenges faced by wheelchair users when accessing bus
shelters.

9.1.3 2026 Town Hall Planning

The following was before the Committee:
e Handout dated June 15, 2026

The Committee agreed to use New Leaf Café and Catering to cater the Town Hall and to explore
alternatives to providing bottled water at the event.

Melissa Myers, Accessibility Advisor responded to questions of clarification from the Committee.
10. ADDED ITEMS - NONE

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING — August 24, 2026

12. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
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Elizabeth Macdonald
Legislative Assistant



