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Cycling Infrastructure at Transit Stops

Origin
• Cycling Infrastructure and People 

with Sight Loss – Design 
Challenges and Opportunities at 
Transit Stops Across Canada

• Transportation Standing 
Committee Motion



Presentation Overview
• What are Transit Island Platforms?
• CNIB Research Findings
• Legal & Policy Framework
• Standard Details/Design Guidance
• Existing Island Platforms in HRM
• Conflict Analysis 
• Engagement
• Initial Recommendations & Feedback

[Image Source: 2024 BC Design Guide for Bus Stops 
Adjacent to Cycling Infrastructure]
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Cycling Infrastructure at Transit Stops

What Are Transit Island Platforms?
• Transit stops at cycling facilities
• Pedestrian dedicated waiting area 
• Crossing bike lane  Challenge

[Image Source: Schematic of a Transit Island (NACTO)]
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Cycling Infrastructure at Transit Stops

National Findings from CNIB Research

• 2020 BC Humans Rights 
Tribunal

• 2023 CNIB Study 
 24 Recommendations

[Image Source: Transit Island Platform on Pandora Ave. in Victoria, BC]



5 Key Challenges
1) Finding the Bus Stop

2) Orienting and navigating to and from the island platform

3) Detecting approaching cyclists 

[Image Source: 2024 BC Design Guide for Bus Stops Adjacent to Cycling Infrastructure]

4) Negotiating right of way 
with approaching cyclists

5) Boarding and alighting 



Legal and Policy Framework

• HRM Guiding Documents:
• Accessibility Strategy
• Road Safety Strategy
• Integrated Mobility Plan
• Moving Forward Together Plan

• Nova Scotia Accessibility Act

• Motor Vehicle Act



Design Guidance Review

• Limited clear and consistent guidance

• Cross Jurisdictional Scan
• CSA B651:23 Accessible Design for Built 

Environment (2023)

• BC TranksLink Design Guide for Bus Stops 
Adjacent to Cycling Infrastructure (2024)

• TAC Accommodating People with Disabilities 
at Platform Bus Stops (2025)



Types of Island Platforms

[Image Source: Transit Island Platform on Pandora Ave. in Victoria, BC]



Existing Platforms In HRM



Type 1 Platform Example

Conventional: 2111 Barrington St. (Upper Water St. to Valor Way)

[Image Source: Google Streetview]



Type 2 Platform Example
Conventional Constrained: Wyse Road

[Image Source: Google Streetview]



Type 3 Platform Example
Curbside with Shared Landing Pad: Hollis St.

[Image Source: Google Streetview]



Type 4 Platform Example
Multi-Use Pathway: Joseph Howe Drive

[Image Source: Google Streetview]
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Cycling Infrastructure at Transit Stops

Conflict Analysis
• Video based analysis of cyclist/pedestrian intersections

Hollis St. before Prince St. South Park St. north of University Ave.

[Image Source: Google Streetview]



Standard Details & Design Guidelines

• Municipal Design Guideline Update 

• HRM Standard Details
• Attention TWSIs
• Tactile Direction Indicators
• Raised Crosswalks
• RRFBs



Standard Details & Design Guidelines

Raised Crosswalk – Auburn Drive
Directional Tactiles 
on Starboard Drive 



Standard Details & Design Guidelines

DRAFT



Engagement
• Key Takeaways

• Role of Lived Experience
• Importance of Tactile Cues 
• Ongoing Accessibility Dialogue

[Image Source: 2024 BC Design Guide for Bus Stops Adjacent to Cycling Infrastructure]

Engagement Tactile Board

Inglis St. Pilot Project



Initial Recommendations
• Targeted piloting of 

enhanced accessibility 
treatments

• Working group with 
structured engagement

• Development and refinement 
of standard island platform 
details & accessibility 
elements

[Image Source: 2024 BC Design Guide for Bus Stops Adjacent to Cycling Infrastructure]
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Cycling Infrastructure at Transit Stops

Next Steps / AAC Feedback
• Next Steps: TSC Report (Sept. 2026)

• Feedback – Looking for:
• Key Issues & Gaps
• Design Priorities
• Piloting Approach
• Engagement & Process

Contact: nickerph@halifax.ca  

mailto:nickerph@halifax.ca
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