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Project Name

UN Safe Cities & Safe Public 
Spaces Global Flagship Initiative

1

A multi-stakeholder, global initiative 
supporting cities to develop local 
approaches to preventing and 
responding to gender-based and 
sexual violence in public spaces. 



2

Project Name

Halifax’s Safe City & 
Safe Public Spaces 
Program

20XX Pitch deck title 2

Focused on changing municipal physical 
and social environments to address and 
prevent sexual harassment and other 
forms of gender-based violence in HRM 
public spaces
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Project Name

Community Safety- Programs & Partnerships
• The Safe City and Safe Public Spaces Program sits within the 

Programs & Partnerships division of Community Safety
• We also work very closely with Community Safety’s Research 

& Development division  
• Other areas of work in Programs & Partnerships:

• Community Mobilization Teams
• Youth community safety (e.g., Child Youth and Family 

Response Table-CHART)
• Alternative responses (e.g., Crisis Assistance and 

Response Team- CARE)
• Our work is guided by the municipality’s Public Safety Strategy

3

https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/public-safety-strategy-programs/community-mobilization-team
https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/public-safety-strategy-programs/community-mobilization-team
https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/public-safety-strategy-programs/crisis-assistance-response-team-care-team
https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/public-safety-strategy-programs/crisis-assistance-response-team-care-team
https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/public-safety-strategy-programs/crisis-assistance-response-team-care-team
https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/public-safety-strategy-programs/crisis-assistance-response-team-care-team
https://www.halifax.ca/safety-security/public-safety-strategy-programs/public-safety-strategy
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For both targets and witnesses, 
harassment in public spaces/“street 
harassment” has an impact on 
quality of life in public spaces. 

Everyone has the right to move 
freely and feel comfortable in public 
spaces, regardless of gender, 
nationality, age, social status, ability, 
skin colour, religion or sexual 
orientation. 
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Intended Impacts

Community members have meaningful opportunities to:
• share their experiences of safety in HRM 

public spaces
• assess safety of HRM public spaces 
• contribute to solutions for safer public spaces

HRM staff better understand how to 
promote safety for women and gender 
diverse residents in public spaces 
through HRM programs, services, 
spaces, facilities, and staff behaviours.

HRM staff have greater access to 
information, knowledge, ideas, 
research, best practices and 
community member input regarding 
safety of women and gender diverse 
residents in public spaces.

Community members better understand issues of 
gender-based violence and safety of women and 
gender diverse residents in public spaces.

Community members have greater access to 
resources and information about issues of gender 
and safety in public spaces.
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What Do We Do?
& 2025/2026 Highlights
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Bring an intersectional, 
gender-based safety 
approach to municipal 
working groups, 
committees, and advice to 
other BUs.

• Technical committees
• Graham’s Grove Active Transportation Project
• Halifax Urban Greenway
• Liverpool Local Street Bikeway
• Armdale Roundabout In-Service Road Safety 

Review & Concept Plan Project 
• Downtown Dartmouth Waterfront Revitalization 

Project

• Ride sharing initiative

• Internal Steering Committees and 
Working Groups
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Contribute to the 
development of policies, 
programs, practices, and 
design choices to support 
the safety and inclusion of 
women and gender-
diverse residents in 
municipal public spaces.

• CARE Team development- Gender based 
violence (GBV), intimate partner violence 
(IPV) and domestic violence (DV)
• Planning and working group meetings
• Hosting tabletop sessions with community partners
• Connecting with experts in the field of GBV response 

to understand how CARE can support people 
experiencing IPV, DV and GBV

• Building relationship with local partners in IPV, DV and 
GBV field

• Supporting CARE team trainings on IPV, DV and GBV

• Gender Based Violence report to Regional 
Council
• Internal survey to Business Units
• Research on HRM initiatives
• Jurisdictional scan



12

Project Name

Deliver training, education & capacity 
building for municipal staff and 
residents regarding issues of gender 
and safety in public spaces.

• 5 Neighbours, Friends & Families 
community sessions with Transition 
House Association of Nova Scotia
• 60 participants 

• Funding contribution to Association of 
Black Social Workers community 
education sessions
• 65 participants
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Deliver training, education & 
capacity building for municipal 
staff and residents regarding 
issues of gender and safety in 
public spaces.

& 

Support and develop efforts to 
bring greater public awareness 
to issues of gender and safety in 
public spaces.

• Bystander Intervention Training 
development

• Theory of Change finalized with Dr. 
Diane Crocker and local experts on 
bystander intervention training

• Work to establish approach to curriculum 
development 
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Facilitate Community Safety Assessments and 
develop/support /champion other participatory 
community initiatives that promote the safety 
and inclusion of women, girls and gender-
diverse residents in municipal public spaces.
• 4 Community Safety Assessments with a total of 

78 participants:
• Tacoma area with Village on Main, Dartmouth
• Gottingen Street & Pickard Lane with North End Business 

Association
• Agricola Street with North End Business Association
• Shirley’s Splash Pad & Surrounding Area, Dartmouth with 

residents and community partners
• Developed and further refined internal 

processes/tools to better support implementation 
of insights and recommendations
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Principles of Community Safety Assessments
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Principles of Community Safety Assessments
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Principles of Community 
Safety Assessments
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Foster meaningful connections 
and collaborate with external 
partners to advance the goals 
and objectives of the Safe City 
& Safe Public Spaces Program. 

• Planned & hosted two UN Safe 
Cities & Safe Public Spaces 
Canadian Network meetings

• Actively participated in the Whole-
of-Society Approach to Bystander 
Intervention Training facilitated by 
the Province

• Deepened relationships with 
community partners in the Gender 
Based Violence field

• Women and Gender Equity Advisory 
Committee
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Thank you!

Website: Halifax.ca/safecity
Email: SafeCity@halifax.ca

Amy.Brierley@halifax.ca 

mailto:SafeCity@halifax.ca
mailto:Amy.Brierley@halifax.ca
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