Item No. 2
Board of Police Commissioners for the Halifax Regional Municipality
July 15, 2026

TO: Chair O’Malley and Members of the Board of Police Commissioners for the
Halifax Regional Municipality

FROM: Bill Moore, Commissioner of Public Safety
DATE: June 15, 2026
SUBJECT: BoPC Community Survey on Policing Third Quarter Results

INFORMATION REPORT

ORIGIN

June 17, 2024 meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners, Item 10.4.1

MOVED by Commissioner Blackburn, seconded by Commissioner Smith

THAT the Board of Police Commissioners for the Halifax Regional Municipality request Regional
Council to allocate $25,000 in the board’s 2025-2026 budget for the purpose of conducting a

monthly independent community survey on policing.
MOTION PUT AND PASSED

BACKGROUND

Following an open Request for Proposals, Narrative Research has been engaged to conduct a monthly
Community Survey on Policing. The goal of this survey is to gather insights and feedback from community
members 18 years of age or older about their perceptions, experiences, and suggestions about policing in
the Halifax region. Monthly surveying of community members began in September 2025. In addition to the
monthly survey, the Board of Police Commissioners is inviting community members to complete the survey
through an open link here.

Results of the survey will be reported quarterly, in addition to a report and final presentation to be delivered
to the Board of Police Commissioners in Fall 2026. An infographic summarizing the third quarter results


https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/boards-committees-commissions/a-c/board-police-commissioners
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can be found in Attachment 1. Attachment 2 includes the data from which the infographic is derived.
DISCUSSION

Narrative Research surveyed 229 residents within the Halifax region drawn from an online panel between
March 16" and May 28 2026. As a non-probability sample, a margin of error is not applied. However, for
comparison, a probability sample of the same size would have a margin of error of plus or minus 6.4
percentage points 19 times out of 20.

Attachment 1 provides a high-level summary of the third quarter results, including data on perceptions of
police effectiveness, support for alternative response models, crime related priorities, perceptions of
personal safety, and overall police satisfaction. First and second quarter results are in parentheses to
provide a comparison across the first three quarters. While the final report will disaggregate data derived
from respondents in HRP and RCMP jurisdictions, the third quarter infographic combines results from the
two police jurisdictions.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no immediate financial implications to this report. Any future financial implications arising from
implementation of the recommendations will be addressed in staff reports and HRM departmental budgets
as required.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The Board of Police Commissioners is comprised of four citizen members and three Councillors. Meetings
are live webcast on Halifax.ca. The agenda, reports, video, and minutes of the Board are posted on
Halifax.ca. The third quarter results from the Community Survey on Policing are derived from 229 surveys
of residents across the Halifax region.

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY

Police Act. 2004, c. 55, section (3), states:

(3) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), a board shall...
(c) ensure that community needs and values are reflected in policing priorities, objectives,
goals, programs and strategies;
(d) ensure that police services are delivered in a manner consistent with community values,
needs and expectations;
(e) act as a conduit between the community and the police service providers;

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 — March-May 2026 Community Survey on Policing: Key Highlights
Attachment 2 — March-May 2026 Community Survey on Policing: Data Tables

A copy of this report can be obtained online at halifax.ca or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at
902.490.4210.


http://www.halifax.ca/
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Report Prepared by: Joshua Bates, Policing Policy Strategist, Office of the Commissioner of Public Safety,
902.478.2032

Report Approved by: Christopher Giddens., Solicitor for the Board, 902.490.2003

Report Approved by: Bill Moore, Commissioner of Public Safety, 902.490.8454




Methodology: Attachment 1

Q3: 229 surveys (minimum of 75 surveys
per month of HRM general public)
Data Collection: Mar 16 to May 28, 2026

(Results for Q1 and Q2 are shown for comparison)

Community Survey on Policing
Q3: March to May 2026

Key Highlights
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- Agreement with Statements s

The police do a good job
keeping my community
safe (Q2 - 58%; Q1 — 60%)

The police generally
have the same sense of

right and wrong as | do
(Q2 - 49%; Q1 — 52%)

The police treat people
fairly (Q2 - 49%; Q1 - 45%)

on Police Conduct

23%

3

The police enforce the
law consistently when
dealing with people .
(Q2 - 41%; Q1 —43%)
The police are
sensitive to the needs

of different cultures

(Q2 -31%; Q1 —33%) -
The police treat
everyone equally .

(Q2 - 30%; Q1 -33%)

81‘V Satisfied with personal safety
° from crime (Q2 - 74%; Q1 — 75%)

Feel very/reasonably safe from crime
6 % when walking, rolling or strolling
alone after dark (@2 - 66%; Q1 - 70%)

Feel neighbourhood crime has

increased in the last 5 years
(Q2 - 29%; Q1 —21%)
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Overall Satisfaction

Satisfied with the police in

their local community
(Q2 - 53%; Q1 — 55%)

Satisfied with how the police
treated them the last time they

had contact with them*
(Q2 - 60%; Q1 — 60%)

ARRATIVE Please note, percentages represent top 2 box ratings on 5-pt. scales.
ESEARCH *Note: If approached/contacted police or police approached/contacted them in the Halifax region
(n=110-121).

HALIFAX




2026 Community Policing Study Tables

Attachment 2

Q3
Back to TOC
Crosstabs
Back to TOC
REGION
QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Halifax 32% 32% 32% 32%
Dartmouth 19% 19% 20% 19%
Bedford / Sackville 11% 10% 13% 11%
Other HRM 38% 39% 36% 39%

Back to TOC

Q3A To confirm, in which community of Halifax Regional Municipality do you primarily live?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Halifax (includes Clayton Park, Fairview, North End, South End, Purcell’s Cove, Rockingham, Spryfield, etc.) 32% 31% 32% 32%
Dartmouth (includes Burnside, Woodlawn, Woodside, etc.) 15% 14% 15% 15%
Middle Sackville/Upper Sackville 7% 9% 9% 4%
Bedford/West Bedford 8% 6% 7% 10%
Tantallon 4% 4% 6% 2%
Cole Harbour/Westphal 5% 5% 5% 4%
Hammonds Plains/Lucasville 4% 7% 1% 2%
Lower Sackville 3% 3% 4% 2%
Fall River 4% 4% 3% 4%
Prospect/Peggy’s Cove 2% 2% 4% 1%
Timberlea 3% 4% 1% 3%
Eastern Passage 4% 3% 2% 7%
Porter’s Lake 3% 2% 2% 4%
Musquodoboit/Musquodoboit Harbour/Upper Musquodoboit 2% 1% 3% 2%
Lawrencetown 2% 2% 1% 1%
Chezzetcook 1% 0% 1% 1%
Eastern Shore (communities located between but not including Musquodoboit Harbour and Sheet Harbour) 2% 0% 0% 5%
Hubbards 0% 0% 0% 0%
Waverley 0% 0% 0% 0%
Other 1% 1% 1% 0%

Back to TOC

ACTUAL POLICE ORG - HOME

Narrative Research, 2026 1

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
HRP 53% 49% 55% 56%
RCMP 40% 36% 45% 40%
Both 7% 15% 0% 5%
Not Sure 0% 0% 0% 0%

[HRMO001-1041]
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Q3

Back to TOC

Q3B In which community of Halifax Regional Municipality do you primarily work?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Halifax (includes Clayton Park, Fairview, North End, South End, Purcell’s Cove, Rockingham, Spryfield, etc.) 34% 33% 35% 34%
Dartmouth (includes Burnside, Woodlawn, Woodside, etc.) 15% 13% 15% 16%
Bedford/West Bedford 5% 5% 3% 6%
Fall River 2% 4% 2% 0%
Middle Sackville/Upper Sackville 2% 3% 2% 1%
Hammonds Plains/Lucasville 1% 3% 0% 1%
Tantallon 1% 2% 1% 0%
Timberlea 1% 2% 1% 0%
Lower Sackville 1% 2% 0% 0%
Cole Harbour/Westphal 1% 0% 2% 1%
Eastern Passage 1% 1% 0% 2%
Porter’s Lake 0% 1% 0% 0%
Chezzetcook 0% 0% 0% 1%
Eastern Shore (communities located between but not including Musquodoboit Harbour and Sheet Harbour) 1% 0% 0% 3%
Mount Uniacke 0% 0% 0% 0%
Prospect/Peggy’s Cove 0% 0% 0% 0%
Sheet Harbour 0% 0% 0% 0%
Other 2% 2% 3% 2%
Do not work in Halifax Regional Municipality 4% 7% 4% 3%
Am not employed 28% 23% 30% 31%
Back to TOC
ACTUAL POLICE ORG - WORK
QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
HRP 49% 45% 51% 50%
RCMP 8% 13% 5% 6%
Both 8% 10% 7% 8%
Not Sure 35% 32% 37% 36%
Back to TOC

Q4 What is your gender?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Woman 51% 51% 51% 51%
Man 47% 47% 47% 47%
Non-binary 2% 2% 2% 1%
Not listed (Please specify if you feel comfortable doing so) 0% 0% 0% 0%
0% 0% 0% 0%

Prefer not to say and/or unsure

Narrative Research, 2026 2
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Q3

Back to TOC

AGE_CAT_ECV Please select the age category that applies to you:

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
18 to 24 2% 2% 4% 2%
25to0 34 22% 25% 22% 21%
35t044 14% 14% 12% 17%
45 to 54 21% 20% 23% 20%
55 to 64 15% 17% 14% 15%
65 to 74 16% 15% 17% 15%
75 or older 9% 8% 9% 9%
Back to TOC

Q6 Halifax has a dual policing model, where uniformed general patrol is provided by the Halifax Regional Police (HRP) in the urban core, and by the RCMP in suburban and

rural areas. The HRP and RCMP have integrated certain specialized services, including the Criminal Investigations Division, which serve the municipality as a whole. To the best

of your knowledge, is your local community primarily served by:

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Halifax Regional Police (HRP) 49% 49% 48% 49%
The Halifax Regional Detachment of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (“the RCMP”) 36% 37% 36% 36%
Both 8% 6% 8% 11%
Unsure which police organization 5% 5% 6% 3%
Not sure 2% 3% 2% 1%

Back to TOC

Q7A When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each

of the following statements? - The police make decisions based on facts

Narrative Research, 2026

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 10% 11% 8% 12%
Agree 52% 53% 55% 48%
Neither agree nor disagree 23% 25% 23% 21%
Disagree 11% 7% 9% 17%
Strongly disagree 4% 4% 5% 2%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 62% 64% 63% 60%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 15% 11% 14% 19%

[HRMO001-1041]
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Q3

Back to TOC

Q7B When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each

of the following statements? - The police treat people with respect

QUARTER

OVERALL %

Q2

Strongly agree

9%

10%

7%

11%

Agree

49%

47%

52%

47%

Neither agree nor disagree

25%

26%

26%

24%

Disagree

12%

11%

11%

15%

Strongly disagree

4%

6%

4%

3%

STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE

58%

58%

59%

58%

STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE

Back to TOC

16%

17%

14%

18%

Q7C When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6 =RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each

of the following statements? - The police provide the same quality of service to all citizens

Back to TOC

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 8% 9% 6% 8%
Agree 32% 32% 34% 30%
Neither agree nor disagree 24% 23% 24% 24%
Disagree 24% 21% 27% 22%
Strongly disagree 13% 15% 9% 15%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 40% 40% 40% 38%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 37% 37% 36% 37%

Q7D When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each

of the following statements? - The police are dealing with the things that matter to people in this community

Narrative Research, 2026 4

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 11% 12% 7% 15%
Agree 42% 40% 44% 42%
Neither agree nor disagree 24% 26% 23% 24%
Disagree 17% 17% 20% 15%
Strongly disagree 5% 5% 7% 4%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 53% 52% 51% 57%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 23% 22% 26% 19%

[HRMO001-1041]
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Q3

Back to TOC

Q7E When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each of
the following statements? - | feel a moral duty to follow police orders

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 27% 28% 29% 25%
Agree 47% 47% 46% 49%
Neither agree nor disagree 15% 16% 12% 16%
Disagree 6% 6% 7% 5%
Strongly disagree 4% 3% 6% 4%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 75% 75% 75% 74%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 11% 9% 13% 10%

Back to TOC

Q7F When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each of
the following statements? - | generally support how the police usually act

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 13% 15% 11% 14%
Agree 55% 52% 60% 53%
Neither agree nor disagree 17% 18% 17% 18%
Disagree 9% 9% 9% 10%
Strongly disagree 5% 6% 3% 6%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 68% 68% 71% 67%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 14% 14% 13% 16%

Back to TOC

Q7G When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6 =RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements? - | would help the police if asked

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 30% 33% 29% 28%
Agree 53% 53% 53% 53%
Neither agree nor disagree 14% 10% 16% 15%
Disagree 2% 1% 3% 4%
Strongly disagree 1% 2% 1% 0%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 83% 86% 81% 81%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 4% 3% 3% 4%
5 [HRMO001-1041]
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2026 Community Policing Study Tables
Q3

Back to TOC

Q7 [TOP 2 BOX SUMMARY] When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree

or disagree with each of the following statements?

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
1 would help the police if asked 83% 86% 81% 81%
| feel a moral duty to follow police orders 75% 75% 75% 74%
I generally support how the police usually act 68% 68% 71% 67%
The police make decisions based on facts 62% 64% 63% 60%
The police treat people with respect 58% 58% 59% 58%
The police are dealing with the things that matter to people in this community 53% 52% 51% 57%
The police provide the same quality of service to all citizens 40% 40% 40% 38%

Back to TOC

Q7 [BOTTOM 2 BOX SUMMARY] When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you

agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
The police provide the same quality of service to all citizens 37% 37% 36% 37%
The police are dealing with the things that matter to people in this community 23% 22% 26% 19%
The police treat people with respect 16% 17% 14% 18%
The police make decisions based on facts 15% 11% 14% 19%
1 generally support how the police usually act 14% 14% 13% 16%
| feel a moral duty to follow police orders 11% 9% 13% 10%
1 would help the police if asked 4% 3% 3% 4%
Back to TOC
Q7COUNT

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
0of 7 9% 9% 11% 7%
1of7 8% 8% 5% 12%
20f7 8% 9% 9% 8%
30f7 10% 12% 8% 9%
40f 7 9% 4% 11% 11%
50f7 12% 14% 11% 11%
6 of 7 16% 16% 19% 13%
70f7 27% 28% 25% 29%
Narrative Research, 2026 6 [HRMO001-1041]



2026 Community Policing Study Tables
Q3

Back to TOC

Q8 About how often would you say that the police in the Halifax region exceed their authority?

Back to TOC

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Always/Almost always 2% 2% 1% 2%
Most of the time 7% 6% 8% 8%
Sometimes 44% 43% 46% 43%
Rarely 38% 39% 36% 39%
Never/Almost never 8% 9% 9% 8%
ALWAYS / MOSTLY 9% 8% 9% 10%
RARELY / NEVER 47% 48% 45% 47%

Q9A In general, to what extent do you agree that [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise] is effective at... - Resolving

crimes when violence is involved?

Back to TOC

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 7% 10% 5% 7%
Agree 50% 46% 55% 48%
Neither agree nor disagree 28% 31% 27% 28%
Disagree 10% 9% 11% 12%
Strongly disagree 4% 4% 3% 5%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 57% 56% 60% 55%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 15% 13% 13% 17%

Q9B In general, to what extent do you agree that [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise] is effective at... - Responding

quickly to calls for assistance?

Narrative Research, 2026 7

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 9% 10% 8% 8%
Agree 46% 41% 53% 45%
Neither agree nor disagree 28% 30% 25% 30%
Disagree 13% 16% 11% 12%
Strongly disagree 4% 3% 3% 5%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 55% 51% 61% 53%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 17% 19% 14% 17%

[HRMO001-1041]
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Q3
Back to TOC
Q9COUNT
QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
0of 2 31% 33% 28% 31%
1of2 26% 26% 23% 29%
20f2 43%

Back to TOC

Q10 Taking everything into account, how good a job do you think the police in the Halifax region are doing?

40%

49%

39%

Back to TOC

Q11 Taking everything into account, how good a job do you think the police in Canada are doing?

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Excellent 7% 8% 6% 8%
Good 39% 37% 42% 38%
Average 39% 43% 36% 39%
Poor 10% 7% 11% 11%
Very poor 5% 5% 5% 4%
EXCELLENT / GOOD 46% 44% 48% 46%
VERY POOR / POOR 15% 12% 16% 15%

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Excellent 3% 4% 2% 5%
Good 33% 35% 36% 29%
Average 40% 37% 42% 41%
Poor 17% 17% 16% 19%
Very poor 6% 7% 5% 7%
EXCELLENT / GOOD 37% 39% 37% 34%
VERY POOR / POOR 23% 23% 21% 25%

Back to TOC

Q10-Q11COUNT

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
0 of 2 51% 52% 50% 51%
1of2 16% 13% 17% 18%
20f2 33% 35% 33% 31%

Narrative Research, 2026 8
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Q3

Back to TOC

Q12 As mentioned above, today’s survey has been commissioned by the the Board of Police Commissioners for the Halifax Regional Municipality (BoPC). Prior to today, had you
ever heard of the BoPC?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Yes 49% 46% 48% 53%
No 42% 46% 41% 40%
Not sure 9% 8% 12% 7%

Back to TOC

Q13 The Board of Police Commissioners links the community and police services in the Halifax region. The Board welcomes the public to become involved in the Board’s
governance and oversight activities by inviting members of the public to speak to the Board, provide written opinions about police services, provide feedback on police policies
affecting the community, and so forth.. How interested are you in contributing to the Board in these kinds of activities?

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Extremely interested 6% 6% 8% 4%
Interested 29% 29% 27% 30%
Not very interested 49% 47% 49% 51%
Not at all interested 16% 17% 17% 15%
EXTREMELY INTERESTED / INTERESTED 35% 36% 34% 34%
NOT AT ALL / NOT VERY INTERESTED 65% 64% 66% 66%

Back to TOC

Q14 Overall, how would you rate your satisfaction with [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise]?

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Very satisfied 11% 12% 12% 9%
Satisfied 44% 44% 41% 48%
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 28% 29% 30% 25%
Dissatisfied 12% 11% 13% 12%
Very dissatisfied 5% 5% 5% 5%
VERY SATISFIED / SATISFIED 55% 55% 53% 57%
VERY DISSATISFIED / DISSATISFIED 17% 16% 17% 18%

Back to TOC

Q15 In the past 2 years, have you approached or contacted the police in the Halifax region for any reason?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Yes — Halifax Regional Police (HRP) 23% 26% 23% 22%
Yes — Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 10% 11% 9% 10%
Yes — Both 7% 4% 9% 7%
Yes — Unsure which police organization 3% 5% 1% 2%
No 57% 58%

Narrative Research, 2026 9 [HRMO001-1041]



2026 Community Policing Study Tables
Q3

Back to TOC

Q16 In the past 2 years, did the police in the Halifax region approach you, stop you or make contact with you for any reason?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Yes — Halifax Regional Police (HRP) 12% 12% 11% 14%
Yes — Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 11% 12% 10% 10%
Yes — Both 3% 2% 4% 5%
Yes — Unsure which police organization 2% 1% 2% 2%
No 72% 73% 73% 70%

Back to TOC

Q15-Q16COUNT

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
0of 2 48% 46% 50% 46%
1of2 35% 36% 32% 37%
20f2 18% 18% 18% 17%

Back to TOC

Q17 How dissatisfied or satisfied were you with the way the police in the Halifax region treated you the last time you had contact with them?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Very satisfied 28% 26% 21% 35%
Satisfied 32% 33% 39% 23%
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 18% 19% 20% 16%
Dissatisfied 17% 17% 14% 21%
Very dissatisfied 5% 4% 6% 5%
VERY SATISFIED / SATISFIED 59% 60% 60% 58%
VERY DISSATISFIED / DISSATISFIED 22% 21% 20% 26%

Back to TOC

Q18 And how much confidence do you have in the police in the Halifax region?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
A great deal of confidence 31% 32% 31% 30%
Some confidence 49% 48% 47% 51%
Not very much confidence 16% 16% 18% 15%
No confidence at all 4% 4% 4% 4%
GREAT / SOME CONFIDENCE 80% 81% 78% 80%
NO / NOT MUCH CONFIDENCE 20% 19% 22% 20%

Narrative Research, 2026 10 [HRMO001-1041]



2026 Community Policing Study Tables
Q3

Back to TOC

Q19A Now, a few questions about the level of confidence you have in various institutions. Using a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means "No confidence at all" and 5 means "A great

deal of confidence", how much confidence do you have in the following institutions? - The police

Back to TOC

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
5 - A great deal of confidence 16% 17% 14% 17%
4 35% 33% 39% 34%
3 30% 30% 30% 31%
2 14% 17% 12% 11%
1 - No confidence at all 5% 4% 6% 6%
GREAT / SOME CONFIDENCE 51% 49% 52% 52%
NO / NOT MUCH CONFIDENCE 19% 21% 18% 18%

Q198 Now, a few questions about the level of confidence you have in various institutions. Using a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means "No confidence at all" and 5 means "A great

deal of confidence", how much confidence do you have in the following institutions? - The justice system and courts

Back to TOC

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
5 - A great deal of confidence 10% 10% 10% 9%
4 30% 34% 29% 28%
3 27% 23% 29% 30%
2 21% 21% 20% 22%
1 - No confidence at all 12% 13% 12% 11%
GREAT / SOME CONFIDENCE 40% 43% 39% 37%
NOT / NOT MUCH CONFIDENCE 33% 34% 32% 33%

Q19C Now, a few questions about the level of confidence you have in various institutions. Using a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means "No confidence at all" and 5 means "A great

deal of confidence", how much confidence do you have in the following institutions? - Federal Parliament

Narrative Research, 2026 11

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
5 - A great deal of confidence 7% 6% 7% 7%
4 32% 27% 37% 34%
3 32% 39% 26% 31%
2 17% 16% 18% 16%
1 - No confidence at all 12% 12% 12% 13%
GREAT / SOME CONFIDENCE 39% 33% 44% 40%
NO / NOT MUCH CONFIDENCE 29% 28% 30% 29%
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Back to TOC

Q19D Now, a few questions about the level of confidence you have in various institutions. Using a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means "No confidence at all" and 5 means "A great

deal of confidence", how much confidence do you have in the following institutions? - Banks

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
5 - A great deal of confidence 12% 15% 11% 11%
4 34% 33% 36% 34%
3 29% 30% 32% 26%
2 14% 14% 12% 17%
1 - No confidence at all 10% 9% 8% 12%
GREAT / SOME CONFIDENCE 47% 48% 47% 45%
NO / NOT MUCH CONFIDENCE 24% 23% 20% 29%

Back to TOC

Q19E Now, a few questions about the level of confidence you have in various institutions. Using a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means "No confidence at all" and 5 means "A great
deal of confidence", how much confidence do you have in the following institutions? - Local merchants and business people

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
5 - A great deal of confidence 16% 15% 17% 15%
4 55% 57% 54% 55%
3 24% 22% 27% 23%
2 4% 5% 2% 6%
1 - No confidence at all 1% 2% 0% 1%
GREAT / SOME CONFIDENCE 71% 72% 71% 70%
NO / NOT MUCH CONFIDENCE 5% 6% 2% 7%

Back to TOC

Q19F Now, a few questions about the level of confidence you have in various institutions. Using a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means "No confidence at all" and 5 means "A great

deal of confidence", how much confidence do you have in the following institutions? - The Canadian media

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
5 - A great deal of confidence 9% 9% 7% 11%
4 32% 31% 32% 32%
3 35% 34% 37% 33%
2 14% 15% 13% 13%
1 - No confidence at all 11% 12% 11% 10%
GREAT / SOME CONFIDENCE 41% 39% 39% 44%
NO / NOT MUCH CONFIDENCE 25% 27% 24% 23%

Narrative Research, 2026 12
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Back to TOC

Q19 [TOP 2 BOX SUMMARY] Now, a few questions about the level of confidence you have in various institutions. Using a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means "No confidence at all"

and 5 means "A great deal of confidence", how much confidence do you have in the following institutions?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Local merchants and business people 71% 72% 71% 70%
The police 51% 49% 52% 52%
Banks 47% 48% 47% 45%
The Canadian media 41% 39% 39% 44%
The justice system and courts 40% 43% 39% 37%
Federal Parliament 39% 33% 44% 40%

Back to TOC

Q19 [BOTTOM 2 BOX SUMMARY] Now, a few questions about the level of confidence you have in various institutions. Using a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means "No confidence at

all" and 5 means "A great deal of confidence", how much confidence do you have in the following institutions?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
The justice system and courts 33% 34% 32% 33%
Federal Parliament 29% 28% 30% 29%
The Canadian media 25% 27% 24% 23%
Banks 24% 23% 20% 29%
The police 19% 21% 18% 18%
Local merchants and business people 5% 6% 2% 7%
Back to TOC
Q19COUNT
QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
0of 6 11% 10% 11% 11%
1of6 17% 19% 15% 16%
20f6 17% 16% 18% 18%
30f6 16% 17% 17% 12%
40f 6 17% 16% 16% 20%
50f6 11% 9% 11% 12%
6 of 6 11% 12% 12% 10%

Narrative Research, 2026 13
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Back to TOC

Q20 You mentioned that you have had contact with the police in the Halifax region in the past two years. What was the general nature of your interaction(s) with the police?

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
| reported a crime/incident by telephone — non-emergency number 33% 28% 44% 28%
| was a driver/passenger in a traffic stop 19% 18% 22% 17%
| was a victim of a crime 15% 17% 18% 9%
| was a witness to a crime 17% 18% 17% 17%
| reported a crime/incident by telephone — 911 18% 17% 16% 19%
| was involved in a motor vehicle accident 14% 18% 11% 13%
I needed an administrative service (for example, fingerprints, criminal records check) 12% 11% 13% 11%
| reported a crime/incident in-person 6% 7% 8% 5%
| was supporting a victim/witness/suspect 9% 6% 7% 13%
| was a suspect in a criminal investigation 3% 5% 1% 2%
I requested a wellness check 4% 1% 4% 5%
| gave compliments about the quality of policing 2% 1% 4% 1%
| dealt with property which was lost/found/required destruction 3% 3% 2% 4%
I made a complaint about the quality of policing 1% 0% 2% 1%
| was required to testify in court 1% 0% 1% 3%
I am in the media and requested information 1% 0% 0% 3%
Other 8% 7% 6% 13%

Back to TOC

Q21A When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements? - The police treat people fairly

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 7% 7% 5% 8%
Agree 42% 38% 44% 45%
Neither agree nor disagree 31% 32% 32% 27%
Disagree 14% 15% 13% 14%
Strongly disagree 6% 8% 6% 5%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 49% 45% 49% 54%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 20% 23% 19% 19%
Back to TOC

Q21B When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements? - The police treat everyone equally

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 5% 6% 4% 7%
Agree 27% 27% 27% 29%
Neither agree nor disagree 27% 28% 29% 24%
Disagree 27% 26% 30% 24%
Strongly disagree 13% 14% 11% 16%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 33% 33% 30% 36%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 40% 40% 40% 40%
14 [HRMO001-1041]
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Q21C When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMIP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements? - The police enforce the law consistently when dealing with people

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 6% 7% 5% 5%
Agree 37% 37% 36% 37%
Neither agree nor disagree 27% 26% 32% 25%
Disagree 21% 21% 20% 22%
Strongly disagree 9% 10% 7% 11%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 42% 43% 41% 42%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 30% 31% 27% 33%

Back to TOC

Q21D When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements? - The police are sensitive to the needs of different cultures

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 5% 5% 5% 5%
Agree 25% 28% 26% 21%
Neither agree nor disagree 40% 36% 41% 44%
Disagree 20% 19% 20% 21%
Strongly disagree 10% 12% 8% 9%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 30% 33% 31% 26%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 29% 31% 28% 30%

Back to TOC

Q21E When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements? - The police generally have the same sense of right and wrong as | do

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 10% 11% 9% 10%
Agree 41% 41% 40% 43%
Neither agree nor disagree 24% 21% 30% 20%
Disagree 17% 18% 13% 18%
Strongly disagree 8% 10% 7% 8%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 52% 52% 49% 54%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 25% 28% 21% 26%
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Back to TOC

Q21F When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree or disagree with each

of the following statements? - The police do a good job keeping my community safe

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Strongly agree 11% 13% 9% 11%
Agree 48% 47% 49% 48%
Not sure 25% 25% 27% 24%
Disagree 11% 11% 11% 12%
Strongly disagree 4% 4% 4% 5%
STRONGLY AGREE / AGREE 59% 60% 58% 59%
STRONGLY DISAGREE / DISAGREE 16% 15% 15% 17%

Back to TOC

Q21 [TOP 2 BOX SUMMARY] When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you agree

or disagree with each of the following statements?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
The police do a good job keeping my community safe 59% 60% 58% 59%
The police generally have the same sense of right and wrong as | do 52% 52% 49% 54%
The police treat people fairly 49% 45% 49% 54%
The police enforce the law consistently when dealing with people 42% 43% 41% 42%
The police treat everyone equally 33% 33% 30% 36%
The police are sensitive to the needs of different cultures 30% 33% 31% 26%

Back to TOC

Q21 [BOTTOM 2 BOX SUMMARY] When you think about [“HALIFAX REGIONAL POLICE” IF Q6=HRP, “the RCMP” IF Q6=RCMP, or “the police” otherwise], to what extent do you

agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
The police treat everyone equally 40% 40% 40% 40%
The police enforce the law consistently when dealing with people 30% 31% 27% 33%
The police are sensitive to the needs of different cultures 29% 31% 28% 30%
The police generally have the same sense of right and wrong as | do 25% 28% 21% 26%
The police treat people fairly 20% 23% 19% 19%
The police do a good job keeping my community safe 16% 15% 15% 17%

Narrative Research, 2026
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Q3
Back to TOC
Q21COUNT
QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3

0of 6 28% 27% 28% 28%

1of6 12% 13% 11% 13%
20f6 12% 14% 15% 8%
30f6 10% 9% 10% 11%
40of 6 8% 7% 8% 9%
5 of 6 12% 9% 12% 15%
6 of 6 18% 21% 16% 16%
Back to TOC

Q22A In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - Noisy neighbours or loud parties?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
A big problem 3% 4% 2% 2%
A moderate problem 8% 10% 5% 9%
A small problem 33% 32% 35% 31%
Not a problem at all 56% 54% 57% 58%
BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM 11% 14% 8% 11%
NO / SMALL PROBLEM 89% 86% 92% 89%
Back to TOC
Q22B In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - People hanging around on the streets?
QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
A big problem 6% 7% 6% 6%
A moderate problem 12% 15% 11% 11%
A small problem 26% 22% 27% 30%
Not a problem at all 55% 56% 56% 54%
BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM 19% 22% 17% 17%
NO / SMALL PROBLEM 81% 78% 83% 83%
Narrative Research, 2026 17
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Back to TOC

Q22C In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - Garbage or litter lying around?

QUARTER

OVERALL %

Q2

A big problem

13%

13%

12%

13%

A moderate problem

27%

27%

22%

32%

A small problem

42%

41%

45%

39%

Not a problem at all

19%

19%

21%

15%

BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM

40%

40%

34%

46%

NO / SMALL PROBLEM

Back to TOC

60%

60%

Q22D In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - Vandalism, graffiti and other deliberate damage to property or vehicles?

66%

54%

QUARTER

OVERALL %

Ql

Q2

A big problem

6%

6%

7%

4%

A moderate problem

21%

20%

19%

23%

A small problem

43%

41%

45%

44%

Not a problem at all

30%

34%

29%

28%

BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM

26%

26%

26%

27%

NO / SMALL PROBLEM

Back to TOC

74%

74%

74%

Q22E In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - People being attacked or harassed because of their skin colour, ethnic origin or religion?

73%

QUARTER

OVERALL %

Ql

Q2

A big problem

5%

4%

5%

7%

A moderate problem

16%

16%

16%

17%

A small problem

28%

29%

27%

28%

Not a problem at all

50%

51%

52%

48%

BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM

21%

20%

21%

24%

NO / SMALL PROBLEM

Narrative Research, 2026 18
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Back to TOC

Q22F In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - People using or dealing drugs?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3

A big problem 13% 12% 15% 11%

A moderate problem 20% 19% 17% 26%

A small problem 33% 33% 35% 30%

Not a problem at all 34% 36% 33% 33%

BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM 33% 32% 31% 37%

NO / SMALL PROBLEM 67% 68% 69% 63%

Back to TOC

Q22G In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - People being drunk or rowdy in public places?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
A big problem 3% 6% 3% 2%
A moderate problem 9% 10% 7% 11%
A small problem 31% 29% 30% 34%
Not a problem at all 57% 56% 61% 53%
BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM 13% 16% 9% 13%
NO / SMALL PROBLEM 87% 84% 91% 87%
Back to TOC
Q22H In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - People being attacked or harassed because of their gender identity?
QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3

A big problem 4% 5% 4% 4%
A moderate problem 11% 10% 12% 11%
A small problem 27% 25% 26% 29%
Not a problem at all 58% 60% 58% 56%
BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM 15% 15% 16% 15%
NO / SMALL PROBLEM 85% 84%

Narrative Research, 2026 19
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Back to TOC

Q221 In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - People being attacked or harassed because of their perceived sexual orientation?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
A big problem 4% 4% 4% 5%
A moderate problem 11% 11% 12% 11%
A small problem 26% 26% 26% 24%
Not a problem at all 59% 59% 58% 59%
BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM 16% 15% 16% 17%
NO / SMALL PROBLEM 84% 85% 84% 83%
Back to TOC
Q22J In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - People being attacked or harassed because of a disability?
QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
A big problem 3% 2% 3% 3%
A moderate problem 5% 5% 6% 5%
A small problem 25% 25% 25% 25%
Not a problem at all 67% 69% 66% 67%
BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM 8% 7% 9% 8%
NO / SMALL PROBLEM 92% 93% 91% 92%
Back to TOC
Q22K In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... - Community traffic safety?
QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
A big problem 24% 24% 23% 24%
A moderate problem 29% 31% 31% 26%
A small problem 32% 29% 34% 35%
Not a problem at all 14% 16% 12% 14%
BIG / MODERATE PROBLEM 53% 55% 54% 50%
NO / SMALL PROBLEM 47% 46%

Narrative Research, 2026 20
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Back to TOC

Q22 [TOP 2 BOX SUMMARY] In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem arefis... ?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3

Community traffic safety 53% 55% 54% 50%
Garbage or litter lying around 40% 40% 34% 46%
People using or dealing drugs 33% 32% 31% 37%
Vandalism, graffiti and other deliberate damage to property or vehicles 26% 26% 26% 27%
People being attacked or harassed because of their skin colour, ethnic origin or religion 21% 20% 21% 24%
People hanging around on the streets 19% 22% 17% 17%
People being attacked or harassed because of their perceived sexual orientation 16% 15% 16% 17%
People being attacked or harassed because of their gender identity 15% 15% 16% 15%
People being drunk or rowdy in public places 13% 16% 9% 13%
Noisy neighbours or loud parties 11% 14% 8% 11%
People being attacked or harassed because of a disability 8% 7% 9% 8%
Back to TOC

Q22 [BOTTOM 2 BOX SUMMARY] In your neighbourhood, how much of a problem are/is... ?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3

People being attacked or harassed because of a disability 92% 93% 91% 92%
Noisy neighbours or loud parties 89% 86% 92% 89%
People being drunk or rowdy in public places 87% 84% 91% 87%
People being attacked or harassed because of their gender identity 85% 85% 84% 85%
People being attacked or harassed because of their perceived sexual orientation 84% 85% 84% 83%
People hanging around on the streets 81% 78% 83% 83%
People being attacked or harassed because of their skin colour, ethnic origin or religion 79% 80% 79% 76%
Vandalism, graffiti and other deliberate damage to property or vehicles 74% 74% 74% 73%
People using or dealing drugs 67% 68% 69% 63%
Garbage or litter lying around 60% 60% 66% 54%
Community traffic safety 47% 45% 46% 50%
Back to TOC

Q22COUNT

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3

0of11 38% 41% 39% 34%
1of11 19% 18% 19% 21%
20f11 7% 6% 8% 7%
30f11 2% 2% 2% 2%
40f11 0% 1% 0% 0%
50f11 0% 0% 0% 0%
60f11 4% 2% 4% 6%
7 of 11 6% 7% 7% 5%
8of 11 10% 8% 10% 11%
9of 11 7% 6% 7% 7%

10 of 11 4% 6% 2% 6%

11 of 11 2% 3% 1% 2%
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Q23 In general, how satisfied are you with your personal safety from crime?

QUARTER

OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Very satisfied 17% 21% 16% 14%
Satisfied 59% 54% 57% 66%
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 16% 18% 16% 12%
Dissatisfied 6% 5% 8% 6%
Very dissatisfied 2% 2% 3% 0%
VERY SATISFIED / SATISFIED 76% 75% 74% 81%
VERY DISSATISFIED / DISSATISFIED 8% 7% 10% 7%
Back to TOC
Q24 How safe do you feel from crime when walking, rolling, or strolling alone in your area after dark? Do you feel ...?

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Very safe 23% 25% 22% 20%
Reasonably safe 45% 45% 44% 47%
Somewhat unsafe 19% 18% 21% 18%
Very unsafe 5% 4% 4% 7%
1 do not walk/roll/stroll alone 8% 7% 9% 7%
VERY / REASONABLY SAFE 68% 70% 66% 68%

24% 23% 25% 25%

VERY / SOMEWHAT UNSAFE

Back to TOC

Q25 During the last 5 years, do you think that crime in your neighbourhood has...?

Just moved into the area/Have not lived in the neighbourhood long enough

Narrative Research, 2026 22

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Increased 24% 21% 29% 21%
Stayed the same 63% 63% 60% 67%
Decreased 5% 5% 5% 5%
8% 11% 6% 7%
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Q26 Please select what you believe are the three most important crime-related priorities in Halifax Regional Municipality, placing a 1 beside the single most important, a 2
beside the second most important, and a 3 beside the third most important.

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3

Human trafficking 27% 27% 31% 22%
Intimate partner violence/domestic violence/abuse 27% 28% 24% 28%
Violent crimes 25% 23% 28% 25%
lllegal sale and use of drugs 18% 19% 20% 14%
Driving under the influence/DUIs 16% 21% 15% 13%
Theft/Robbery/Shoplifting 19% 16% 18% 23%
Extortion/Fraud/Phone scams/Identity theft 19% 18% 15% 23%
Murder/Homicide 14% 17% 15% 9%
Sexual assault 13% 14% 16% 11%
Traffic, parking or related issues 15% 11% 15% 19%
Child pornography/Child exploitation material 12% 13% 13% 9%
Break and enter crimes 11% 13% 8% 11%
The spread of firearms/weapons 10% 10% 11% 11%
Organized crime in the community 10% 8% 12% 11%
Hate crimes 9% 10% 9% 7%
Littering 3% 3% 4% 2%
Crimes by students in schools 5% 5% 2% 7%
Sex trade 2% 2% 3% 3%
Criminal harassment 2% 2% 2% 2%
Disturbing the peace/Noise-related infractions 2% 2% 1% 2%
Abuse of older people (also known as elder abuse) 2% 2% 1% 2%
Uttering or communicating threats 1% 1% 1% 1%
Arson 1% 1% 1% 0%
Non-consensual spread of intimate images 1% 1% 1% 1%
Terrorism 0% 0% 0% 0%
Other 2% 3% 0% 4%
Not sure 39% 9% 10% 100%
Back to TOC

Q27 There has been discussion in the community that certain calls from the public that are received by the police could instead be responded to by civilian experts or health
professionals, instead of by the police. Examples include circumstances involving mental health situations, homelessness, and so forth. All things considered, do you favour or
oppose implementing so-called “alternative response models” in the Halifax region?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Completely support 43% 42% 42% 45%
Mostly support 42% 45% 39% 41%
Mostly oppose 11% 8% 12% 12%
Completely oppose 4% 5% 6% 2%
COMPLETELY / MOSTLY SUPPORT 85% 86% 81% 86%
COMPLETELY / MOSTLY OPPOSE 15% 14% 19% 14%
Narrative Research, 2026 23 [HRMO001-1041]
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Q27A Why do you [support] implementing so called “alternative response models” in the Halifax region?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Matched expertise/Alternate responders have relevant/specialized training 48% 40% 51% 54%
Police don't have specialized training/are not qualified for social/health issues 31% 33% 28% 32%
Non-criminal approach has better outcomes/Treated as health/social issues rather than crime 29% 19% 39% 29%
Police resources freed up to focus elsewhere/on criminal matters 25% 25% 23% 26%
Escalation/Police presence makes situations worse/increases risk of harm 23% 20% 17% 32%
Collaboration model/mixed-model preferred/Police and alternative responders working together 14% 16% 8% 18%
Overburdened police/Already stretched thin/have big enough workloads 10% 16% 9% 7%
Mistrust of police officers/uniforms/Intimidating/Some people fear police presence 11% 12% 11% 11%
Makes sense/Seems like a good idea (general) 5% 5% 5% 5%
Broader disbelief in policing institution/Systemic police issues/Defund the police 3% 2% 3% 3%
Other 7% 9% 2% 9%
Don’t know/No answer 5% 5% 6% 3%
Back to TOC
Q27B Why do you [oppose] implementing so called “alternative response models” in the Halifax region?
QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Potential for violence/escalation/Safety risk 42% 43% 49% 30%
Authority from police presence/uniform is needed 10% 9% 4% 18%
Insufficient training for alternative responders 26% 26% 29% 23%
Alternative models are ineffective/don't solve a problem 35% 31% 30% 46%
Police will need to get involved anyway 14% 19% 8% 19%
Confusing system/Would create confusion and uncertainty 8% 6% 13% 5%
Prefer a police-first approach 29% 7% 41% 34%
Additional costs/More waste of taxpayer money 4% 0% 0% 13%
Other 10% 12% 9% 9%
10% 2% 17% 9%

Don’t know/No answer

Narrative Research, 2026
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Q28 With which of the following categories, if any, do you self-identify?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
White 90% 89% 90% 89%
Black 4% 3% 4% 5%
West Asian (for example, Iranian, Afghan) 1% 1% 1% 1%
South Asian (for example, East Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan) 1% 2% 1% 1%
Latin American 1% 1% 1% 0%
Arab 1% 1% 1% 0%
Chinese 1% 1% 0% 1%
Southeast Asian (for example, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Laotian, Thai) 0% 0% 0% 1%
Japanese 0% 0% 0% 0%
Filipino 0% 0% 0% 0%
Korean 0% 0% 0% 0%
Other group 1% 0% 1% 2%
Don’t know 1% 0% 1% 0%
No response 1% 2% 0% 0%
Prefer not to say 2% 2% 2% 2%
Back to TOC
Q29 Do you identify yourself as a person with one or more disabilities? Please select one response.
QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Yes 22% 19% 18% 28%
No 77% 80% 78% 72%
Prefer not to say 2% 1% 3% 0%
Back to TOC
Q30 Do you self-identify as an Indigenous person, that is, are you First Nations, Métis or Inuk (Inuit)?
QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Yes, First Nations 2% 1% 1% 2%
Yes, Métis 2% 3% 1% 1%
Yes, Inuk (Inuit) 0% 0% 1% 0%
No, not First Nations, Métis, or Inuk (Inuit) 92% 92% 93% 91%
Prefer not to say 5% 3% 6% 5%
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Q31 How many years have you lived in the Halifax region? Please include years prior to amalgamation.

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3

Relocated this year 0% 0% 0% 1%

1- 4 years 5% 5% 5% 4%

5-9years 10% 10% 10% 9%

10 - 14 years 7% 8% 6% 7%

15 - 20 years 7% 6% 6% 8%

More than 20 years 71% 70% 74% 70%

Prefer not to say 0% 0% 0% 0%
Back to TOC

Q32 Do you identify as being a member of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3

Yes 13% 14% 11% 14%
No 84% 84% 86% 82%
Prefer not to say 3% 2% 3% 4%
Back to TOC

Q33 What is the highest level of education you have completed?

QUARTER
OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3
Less than high school completion 1% 1% 1% 0%
Secondary (high) school diploma or equivalency certificate 9% 7% 13% 6%
Apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma 5% 7% 3% 6%
College, CEGEP or other non-university certificate or diploma 22% 23% 23% 20%
University graduate (bachelor’s degree) 33% 30% 32% 39%
University certificate, diploma, or degree above bachelor level 29% 29% 28% 28%
Prefer not to say 1% 3% 0% 1%
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Q34 What was your 2024 total household income, before taxes? Your best estimate is fine.

QUARTER

OVERALL % Ql Q2 Q3

Less than $30,000 4% 3% 3% 5%
$30,000 to less than $50,000 8% 8% 9% 8%
$50,000 to less than $75,000 13% 11% 13% 16%
$75,000 to less than $100,000 16% 15% 16% 16%
$100,000 to less than $125,000 14% 13% 18% 10%
$125,000 to less than $150,000 8% 7% 7% 9%
$150,000 or more 26% 28% 22% 28%
Don’t know/Not sure 1% 1% 1% 2%
10% 13% 10% 6%

Back to TOC

Q35 What, if anything, do you suggest could be done to improve policing services in the Halifax region?

Prefer not to say

QUARTER
OVERALL % Q1 Q2 Q3
Stronger enforcement of law and order (e.g., harsher punishments, more arrests) 16% 16% 18% 16%
Community policing/visibility (e.g., foot patrols, presence in neighbourhoods) 16% 12% 17% 20%
Focus on traffic/road safety (e.g., visibility on roads, cameras, fine poor drivers) 13% 12% 15% 10%
More police officers/staffing 11% 12% 12% 8%
Increase training for police (e.g., sensitivity, de-escalation, mental health, etc.) 11% 11% 11% 10%
Public/community engagement and involvement (e.g., town halls, surveys, etc.) 8% 11% 8% 7%
Alternative response models/crisis response/Non-police professionals 9% 9% 7% 11%
Addressing systemic racism/discrimination/Focus on fair treatments 6% 7% 5% 6%
More funding/resources for police 4% 4% 7% 2%
Prevention strategies/Address social issues before they become a problem 6% 6% 5% 7%
Accountability/Stronger mechanisms to monitor police conduct 7% 3% 8% 10%
Improve public image/Rebuild trust with the public 5% 4% 6% 4%
Improve communications/transparency 4% 3% 7% 4%
Demilitarization/Reduce aggressive tactics/excessive force use 3% 4% 2% 2%
Improve hiring and recruitment practices (e.g., better filtering, screening, vetting, etc.) 3% 2% 4% 3%
Let them do their jobs/Respect for police 2% 4% 2% 2%
Faster response time/Effective response to calls 2% 4% 1% 3%
Defund the police/Overhaul of the entire public safety system 2% 3% 1% 3%
Reduce administrative burdens/Streamline paperwork/processes 0% 1% 0% 0%
Other 9% 9% 6% 12%
Don’t know/Not sure 2% 2% 2% 2%
34% 33% 36% 33%

No suggestions
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