
 
 

WOMEN AND GENDER EQUITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

August 13, 2026 
 

 
PRESENT: Doreen Redmond, Chair  
 Michelle Benson, Vice Chair  
 Councillor Virginia Hinch 
 Councillor Nancy Hartling  
 Devi Ayyagari 
 Natalie Borden  
 Min Gao 
 Rhiannon Makohoniuk 
 Tara Pollock   
  
 
REGRETS: Cheryl Copage-Gehue 
 Mairi Graham – Leave of Absence 
 
 
STAFF: Carla John, Advisor Diversity & Inclusion 
 Amy Brierley, Social Policy Strategist 
 Andrea Lovasi-Wood, Legislative Assistant  
  
 
 

 
 
 

The following does not represent a verbatim record of the proceedings of this meeting. 
 

The agenda, reports, supporting documents, and information items circulated are online at halifax.ca. 

http://www.halifax.ca/
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:09 p.m. and acknowledged that the meeting took place in the 
traditional and ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people, and that we are all treaty people.  
 
1.1 African Nova Scotian Affirmation 
 
The Chair led the Committee in the African Nova Scotian Affirmation. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 18, 2026 
 
MOVED by Rhiannon Makohoniuk, seconded by Devi Ayyagari 
 
THAT the minutes of June 18, 2026 be approved as circulated. 
 
MOTION PUT AND PASSED.  
 
3. APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS 
 
Additions: None  
 
Deletions: None  
 
MOVED by Natalie Borden, seconded by Councillor Hartling  
 
THAT the agenda be approved as presented.  
 
MOTION PUT AND PASSED. 
 
4. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES – NONE  
 
5. CALL FOR DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS – NONE  
 
6. CONSIDERATION OF DEFERRED BUSINESS – NONE  
 
7. CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS  
7.1 Correspondence – None  
7.2 Petitions – None  
7.3 Presentations – None  
 
8. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD – NONE  
 
9. REPORTS/DISCUSSION 
9.1 STAFF 
9.1.1 Overview of the Regional Plan 
 
The following was before the Committee: 

• Staff presentation dated August 13, 2026 
 
Shilo Gempton, Planner III gave a presentation. Gempton, Leah Perrin, Manager, Regional Planning and 
Amy Brierley, Social Policy Strategist responded to questions of clarification from the Committee.  
 
9.1.2 Overview of Upcoming Resident Survey 
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The following was before the Committee: 

• Staff presentation dated August 13, 2026 
 
Michael Pappas, Director of Corporate Training & Performance gave a presentation and responded to 
questions of clarification from the Committee.  
 
9.2 COMMITTEE MEMBER UPDATES 
9.2.1 Regional Council Update 
 
Councillor Hinch provided an update on the recent activities of Halifax Regional Council. Councillor Hinch 
noted the adoption of the African Nova Scotian Affirmation, election methods for the 2028 and 2032 
elections and a request for the Mayor to write a letter to the federal government regarding the adoption of 
a liveable wage basic income. Councillor Hinch spoke to the eight week African Nova Scotian Municipal 
Fellowship Program sponsored by the Canadian Race Relations Foundation and introduced their mentee, 
Chelsey Thomas. Chelsey Thomas spoke to their experience in the fellowship program. Hinch responded 
to questions of clarification from the Committee. 
 
10. ADDED ITEMS – NONE  
 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – September 3, 2026 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 
 
 

Andrea Lovasi-Wood 
Legislative Assistant  

 


