HALIFAX

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES
August 24, 2026

PRESENT: Rachele Manett, Chair
Nikolas Harris, Vice Chair
Councillor Trish Purdy
Councillor Jean St-Amand
Candice Colwell
Geoff Hurst
Regan Oliver
Jorge Saldana
Anne Sinclair

Jamil Sinno
REGRETS: Councillor Laura White
STAFF: Melissa Myers, Accessibility Advisor

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant
Chintushig Boldsukh, Legislative Assistant

These minutes are considered draft and will require approval by the Accessibility Advisory Committee at a
future meeting.

The following does not represent a verbatim record of the proceedings of this meeting.

The agenda, reports, supporting documents, and information items circulated are online at halifax.ca.


http://www.halifax.ca/
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m. and acknowledged that the meeting took place in the
traditional and ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people, and that we are all treaty people.

1.1 African Nova Scotian Affirmation
The Chair led the Committee in the African Nova Scotian Affirmation.
1.2 Election of Representative to ATAC

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant called for nominations for the position of Active Transportation
Advisory Committee Representative of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOVED by Councillor Purdy, seconded by Councillor St-Amand

THAT Jorge Saldafia be nominated Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of
the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOVED by Geoff Hurst, seconded by Councillor Purdy

THAT Geoff Hurst be nominated Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of
the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

A vote was taken by secret ballot to elect one member for the position of Active Transportation Advisory
Committee Representative of the Accessibility Advisory Committee. As provided for in section 120 (3) (d)
and (e) of Administrative Order One, Respecting the Procedures of the Council, there being a vote
resulting in an equal number of votes, the Clerk drew a name, and Geoff Hurst was declared the
successful nominee.

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Nikolas Harris

THAT Geoff Hurst be appointed Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of
the Accessibility Advisory Committee.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

Geoff Hurst was declared the Active Transportation Advisory Committee Representative of the
Accessibility Advisory Committee.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - June 15, 2026

MOVED by Councillor St-Amand, seconded by Jamil Sinno

THAT the minutes of June 15, 2026 be approved as circulated.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

3. APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
Additions: None

Deletions: None
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MOVED by Nikolas Harris, seconded by Councillor St-Amand

THAT the agenda be approved as presented.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

4. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES — NONE

5. CALL FOR DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS — NONE
6. CONSIDERATION OF DEFERRED BUSINESS — NONE

7. CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS
7.1 Correspondence — None

7.2 Petitions — None

7.3 Presentation — None

8. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD - NONE

9. REPORTS/DISCUSSION
9.1 STAFF
9.1.1 2026 Town Hall Planning

The following was before the Committee:
e Handout dated August 24, 2026

The Committee discussed and assigned roles and responsibilities for the 2026 Accessibility Advisory
Committee Town Hall.

The Committee discussed the possibility of combining the roles of virtual Q&A facilitator and in person
Q&A table representative and agreed the roles would remain separate. The Committee considered ways
to encourage greater use of the Q&A table.

Elizabeth Macdonald, Legislative Assistant responded to questions of clarification from the Committee.

9.2 COMMITTEE MEMBER UPDATES
9.2.1 Halifax Regional Council Update

Councillor St-Amand spoke to Halifax Regional Council’s activities over the past two months, including:
e Seniors Recreation Services Plan 2026-2030;
e Transit 2026 Core Service Bus Expansion;
e Regional Subdivision Connectivity Review; and
e 2028 Election Method Resource Study.

Councillor St-Amand also spoke to items targeting the August 25, 2026 meeting of Halifax Regional
Council, including:
¢ Dismantling Racism and Hate Strategy;
e Deputy Mayor Cuttell - HRM Parks Washrooms and Drinking Fountains Strategy; and
e Mayor Fillmore’s motion requesting a staff report on options to purchase one new an passenger
ferry servicing Alderney Landing and Woodside routes.

Councillor St-Amand responded to questions of clarification from the Committee and requested the
Legislative Assistant circulate the reports referenced during the update.
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10. ADDED ITEMS - NONE

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - September 21, 2026
12. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 5:12 p.m.

Accessibility Advisory Committee
Draft Minutes
August 24, 2026

Chintushig Boldsukh
Legislative Assistant



