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1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m. and acknowledged that the meeting took place in the
traditional and ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people, and that we are all treaty people.

1.1 African Nova Scotian Affirmation

The Chair led the Committee in the African Nova Scotian Affirmation.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — August 12, 2026

MOVED by Councillor Gillis, seconded by Gordon Stevens

THAT the minutes of August 12, 2026 be approved as circulated.
MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

3. APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
Additions: None

Deletions: None

MOVED by Councillor Gillis, seconded by Gordon Stevens

THAT the agenda be approved as presented.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.

4. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES - NONE

5. CALL FOR DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS — NONE
6. CONSIDERATION OF DEFERRED BUSINESS — NONE

7. CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS

7.1 Correspondence — None

7.2 Petitions — None

7.3 Presentation — None

8. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD — NONE

9. REPORTS/DISCUSSION

9.1 STAFF

9.1.1 2026/2027 MLSER 2nd Intake Report

The following was before the Committee:
e Staff report dated August 6, 2026

Billy Comer, Manager, Events spoke to the scoring criteria, the applications received, and the cash left in
the reserve. Comer and Shari Dillman, Events Grant Administrator responded to questions of clarification
from the Committee.

MOVED by Councillor Gillis, seconded by Jeff Ransome
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THAT the Special Events Advisory Committee recommend Regional Council approve total funding
in the amount of $333,000 from the Community and Events Reserve (Q621), for the projects
detailed in Table 1 of the staff report dated August 6, 2026.

MOVED by Councillor Gillis, seconded by Sue Uteck

THAT the motion be amended to increase funding for Sackville Afterglow: A Winter Light
Experience from $5,500 to $15,000 in the emerging event category in 2026-27 and request staff to
review the organization's business plan to determine a decision on the remainder of the grant
period.

MOTION TO AMEND PUT AND PASSED.

The motion as amended now read:

MOVED by Councillor Gillis, seconded by Jeff Ransome

THAT the Special Events Advisory Committee recommend Halifax Regional Council:

1. Increase funding for Sackville Afterglow: A Winter Light Experience from $5,500 to $15,000
in the emerging event category in 2026-27 and request staff to review the organization's
business plan to determine a decision on the remainder of the grant period; and

2. Approve total funding in the amount of $342,500 from the Community and Events Reserve
(Q621), for the projects detailed in Table 1 of the cover report dated September 9, 2026, as
amended.

MOTION AS AMENDED PUT AND PASSED.

10. ADDED ITEMS — NONE

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - October 14, 2026
12. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.

Olawumi Odeyinka-Apantaku
Legislative Assistant



