
Community Survey on Policing
Q2: December 2025 to February 2026 
Key Highlights

Methodology: 
Q2: 233 surveys (minimum of 73 surveys 
per month of HRM general public)
Data Collection: Dec 10 to Feb 28, 2026
(Results for Q1 are shown for comparison) 

Please note, percentages represent top 2 box ratings on 5-pt. scales.
*Note: If approached/contacted police or police approached/contacted them in the Halifax region (n=121).

81%  
I would help the police 
if asked (Q1 – 86%)

Agreement with Statements on Police Services

75%
I feel a moral duty to 
follow police orders 
(Q1 – 75%)

71%
I generally support how 
the police usually act 
(Q1 – 68%)

63%
The police make decisions 
based on facts (Q1 – 64%)

59%
The police treat 
people with respect 
(Q1 – 58%)

51%

The police are dealing 
with the things that 
matter to people in this 
community (Q1 – 52%)

40%

The police provide the 
same quality of service 
to all citizens (Q1 – 40%)

Police Effectiveness

Resolve crimes when violence 
is involved (Q1 – 56%)

61%
Respond quickly to calls for 
assistance (Q1 – 51%)

60%

48%Heard of the Board of 
Police Commissioners 

for Halifax Regional 
Municipality 

(Q1 – 46%)

34%Interested in 
contributing to the 

Board’s governance 
and oversight activities

(Q1 – 36%)

Satisfied with the police in their 
local community (Q1 – 55%)

53%

Satisfied with how the police 
treated them the last time they 
had contact with them* (Q1 – 60%)

60%

Overall Satisfaction
58%

The police do a good job 
keeping my community 
safe (Q1 – 60%)

Agreement with Statements on
Police Conduct

49%

The police generally 
have the same sense of 
right and wrong as I do 
(Q1 – 52%)

49%
The police treat people 
fairly (Q1 – 45%)

41%

The police enforce the 
law consistently when 
dealing with people 
(Q1 – 43%)

31%
The police are sensitive 
to the needs of different 
cultures (Q1 – 33%)

30%
The police treat 
everyone equally 
(Q1 -33%)

Have great/some 
confidence in the 

police in the Halifax 
region (Q1 – 81%)

78%

Confidence in Institutions

52%  

Police
 (Q1 – 49%)

39%  

Justice system and 
courts (Q1 – 43%)

44% 

Federal 
Parliament 
(Q1 – 33%)

47%  

Banks 
(Q1 – 48%)

39%  

Canadian
Media (Q1 – 39%)

71%  

Local merchants and 
business-people 

(Q1 – 72%)

Satisfied with personal safety 
from crime (Q1 – 75%) 

74%

Feel very/reasonably safe from crime 
when walking, rolling or strolling 
alone after dark (Q1 – 70%)

66%

Perceptions of Crime and 
Personal Safety

Feel neighbourhood crime has 
increased in the last 5 years 
(Q1 – 21%)

29% 

81% 
support 

implementing 
‘alternative response 

models’ in the 
Halifax region 

(Q1 – 86%)

Crime-Related Priorities (Top Mentions)

15% 
Driving under 
the influence/

DUIs
(Q1 – 21%)

31%  

Human 
trafficking
(Q1 – 27%) 28% 

Violent 
crimes

(Q1 – 23%)

24%  

Intimate 
partner/domestic 

violence/abuse
(Q1 – 28%)

20%  

Illegal sale 
and use of 

drugs
(Q1 – 19%)

Say police exceed their authority in 
Halifax region always/almost always 
or most of the time (Q1 – 8%)

9%
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