THE HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY

STARGAZE NOVA SCOTIA
PUBLIC HEARING

Presentation by
Astronomer John Read (MS)

Founder of Stargaze Nova Scotia



Background (Long Story Short)

Working at SMU at the Unable to find a place to Realized there was a plot of land
Observatory observe Comet 2023 - Atlas for sale in this ”"Blue Zone”



What we’ve accomplished so far:

* Relocated the Abbey
Ridge Observatory (a
non-profit)

* Participated in “Star
Finder.” Teaching
teachers how toteach @ 4
kids about the night sky:. f |

* Hosted photographers
and the media (CBC,
Herald)

e Educational
Videos/Books with
millions of views




i "_:h

Marsha Robinson Photo.grafmy










Inspiration — Decks

Kejimkujik National Park — Sky Circle




Inspiration:

Stargazers Lodge is based off of the Joggins Fossil Center

Options to include Planetarium / Museum Exabits / Cafe




Inspiration: Research Station:

Analog Research Station is based on SAM (University of Arizona)
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Bunk House Observatories
Based on “Sky Shed”




Protecting the Night is Foundational to our
Mission

* Prioritize peaceful and quiet
stargazing experiences

* No loud music at any time

* RASC approved, Dark-Sky-Safe
lighting only

* Minimal line-of-sight from

stargazing sites to the lake ”‘73 Dark-Sky Preserve
* Includes 30 meter wetland “"/@ *Réserve de ciel étoilée

setback + incline adjustment
(just in case)



Combating Light Trespass

*This is primarily an
environmental issue (not
just about stargazing)

* Educate the community
on responsible lighting.

* Hoods on local
streetlights to keep their
light on the road.

(It looks worse on camera, but you get the idea)



The Stars Belong To Everyone

Helen Sawyer Hogg Canadian Astronomer (1905 — 1993)
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